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Foreword

ate on some 1,750 microfiches.! This boon has made archival research in

that rectorate possible even for students residing away from the Central
Archives. As the Salesian Province of St. Andrew (U.S. West) prepares to cele-
brate the centenary of the Salesian work in San Francisco, I took the opportunity
to peruse the newly released documents pertaining to that founding. I immedi-
ately realized their interest and their value, and decided to bring this material to
my confreres’ attention.

Since a critical edition of the documents (mostly correspondence) was not
possible from microfiche reproduction (for example, one cannot provide physical
descriptions of the papers), I decided merely to transcribe and translate the papers
carefully, providing such historical and biographical comments as seemed appro-
priate.

During his recent stay in Rome, Brother John Rasor had the opportunity of
working with some of this material directly from the files of the Central Ar-
chive. He produced at the time a critical edition of the Riordan-Rua letters, which
he has kindly placed at my disposal.?

At about the same time there appeared in the pages of this journal an article
by Father Michael Ribotta telling the story of the founding and of the early pio-
neers. He provides biographical sketches and other interesting details.?

Recently the Central Salesian Archives released the files of the Rua rector-

I Archivio Salesiano Centrale, Fondo Don Rua con annessi: Don Bosco
(Complementi), Maria Domenica Mazzarello. Microschede-Descrizione (Roma:
[SDB], 1996. [FDR]

2 John Rasor, A Critical Edition of the Riordan-Rua Letters Leading to the
Founding of the San Francisco Province. Typescript (Rome: Salesian Pontifical Uni-
versity, Theology Department, Institute of Spirituality, 1994). [Rasor]

Michael Ribotta, “Discovering America: Father Raphael Piperni and the First
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The archivist of the Salesian San Francisco province, Father Mario Mich,
has kindly placed at my disposal the relevant papers held in that archive, some of
which are authenticated copies of letters held in the archive of the Archdiocese of
San Francisco.

As stated above, I propose to transcribe and translate all documentation
relative to the beginnings of the Salesian work in San Francisco which is avail-
able to me; it is not my purpose to tell the story of the founding. Obviously,
such documents when read in chronological sequence do tell part of the story; but
it is not a continuous narrative story. Nor is it a complete story, for there are
lacunae. For example, one would expect that the minutes of the meetings of the
superior chapter held during the Rua period (1888-1910) would provide a detailed
account of the founding. Disappointingly, nothing is recorded there on the sub-
ject.* San Francisco comes up for discussion only occasionally after the found-
ing.5 Perhaps this is explainable from the fact that the minutes themselves show
notable gaps, during which, no doubt, requests were considered but went unre-
corded.5

As a consequence we shall chiefly have to rely on the correspondence per-
taining to the beginning of the work. But there are lacunae also in this area. In
other words, a number of letters that would, if available, establish continuity in
the correspondence, are not given in FDR. For example, although there are nu-
merous letters by Father Rua to Father Valentine Cassini, none are found by the
latter to Father Rua in the period of the founding. Perhaps the Cassini letters are
located in a separate box in the Central Archive, and have not been reproduced in
FDR.

The abundance of archival material necessitates presentation in two in-
stallments. The present installment, after an introduction dealing with

Salesian Missionaries in North America,” Journal of Salesian Studies 5:1 (1994) 1-
34. [Ribotta]

4 FDR 4,240 D8 - 4,251 AS5. The minutes in Book I are by secretary John Bap-
tist Lemoyne; Those in Book II show different hands, but are signed by pro-secretary
Calogero Gusmano. [Minutes I and IT]

5 Cf. Minutes 1, p. 161, December 9 1897, FDR 4,242 C1-2, where the discus-
sion deals with the permission required for building a church in a mission; Minutes II,
p. 74, April 15, 1906, FDR 4,245 E11, where Father Rua suggests sending Bishop
James Costamagna, who “can no longer ride a horse,” to San Francisco “as superior;”
Minutes 11, 133, May 21, 1907, FDR 4,246 E10, where it is announced that Father
Piperni has rebuilt the parish church [after earthquake and fire] and urges the building
of a parish school.

6 For example there is a gap in the minutes from August 29, 1894 to November
9, 1895. Lemoyne explains: “The meetings held during this interval were not re-
corded in this book, but a record is to be found in various [departmental] offices, for
reasons noted with the decisions taken at the time.” [FDR 4,242 A1] The meaning of
the last clause is not clear (“per le conseguenze notate sulle deliberazioni prese”).
Other gaps occurring when negotiations for the founding would have been in progress
remain unexplained.
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“negotiations that failed,” will present the documents of the founding and early
organization of the Salesian work in San Francisco. The period in question spans
the years 1895-1897. A future installment will present documents referring to
the expansion of the Salesian work to Corpus Christi church and to St. Joseph
church in Oakland, and spanning the years 1898-1908.

Introduction

During the second half of the nineteenth, and in the early years of the twentieth
century, the migratory movement between Europe and other parts of the world
took on colossal proportions. It took place chiefly in three directions: (1) an
estimated 50 million Europeans migrated to North America (the Catholics being
mostly from France, Italy, Spain, Germany and Poland); (2) an estimated 20
million Europeans migrated to South and Central America (chiefly Spaniards,
Portuguese and Italians); (3) a third large movement involving some 17 million
people (chiefly Anglo-Saxon and Dutch) was directed toward South Africa and
Australasia.’

Both the sending and the receiving counfries were obviously concemed
about the phenomenon; and so was the Church. Popes and Bishops called for
protection and care of immigrant people. It is in this context that new religious
congregations were founded for this specific purpose, and that existing religious
congregations (especially those oriented toward the missions) were called upon to
make a contribution. Don Bosco and his successors, Fr. Michael Rua in particu-
lar, readily responded to the call and undertook the care of immigrants in many
cities of the Americas.

San Francisco had been a target of immigration for many years. In the
1890s, at the height of the migratory movement, San Francisco had the largest
concentration of Italian immigrants on the West Coast. The Italian “colony,”
established in North Beach and environs had a population of over 15,000. The
Bay Area and immediate vicinity was home to some 50,000.

Wherever they settled, the immigrants formed communities held together
by strong inner cultural bonds. The San Francisco community, like its even
larger Buenos Aires counterpart, was composed mostly of people from the north
of Italy, the Genoese being the largest minority. The leaders of the community
were an elite of disillusioned revolutionaries, republicans of the Mazzini-
Garibaldi stamp, or anarchists of the Bakunin variety. These people had begun to
emigrate after the fall of the Roman republic (1849), and the flow continued dur-
ing and after the unification of Italy under the Savoy monarchy (1861 and 1870).
Mazzini died in 1872, Garibaldi in 1882, and Bakunin in 1876, but their spirit
lived on. Opposition to traditional religion and to the Church, and bitter anti-
clericalism united all these people in a common cause. They naturally dominated

7 T. Stark, “Migration, International,” in New Catholic Encyclopedia, Ed. By
an Editorial Staff at the Catholic University of America (New York: McGraw-Hill
Book Company, 1966) IX, pp. 830-833. [New Catholic Encyclopedia]
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the mass of the population which was largely uneducated. This situation pre-
vailed in most communities of Italian immigrants in cities of the Americas,
such as Buenos Aires or New York.®

The care of the immigrant population had been a major pastoral concern of
Archbishop William Patrick Riordan since his appointment in 1883.% It was in
this context that the archbishop addressed his request to Father Rua in Turin.

It was neither the first nor the last such request to come from the United States.
During Don Bosco’s last years a number of proposals were received for the estab-
lishment of Salesian foundations in American cities, for the care of immigrants
and for other ministries.!?

During the Rua rectorate such requests intensified, and brief discussions of
the proposals appear in the minutes of the superior chapter. Likewise, the files
in FDR under the heading, Requests for Foundations, record numerous instances,
together with correspondence relating to the negotiations. The initiative stemmed
mostly from local bishops, but sometimes also from priests and even from lay
people. And it should be noted that not all these requests were for the care of
Italian immigrants. Among other needs expressed we find vocational schools,
juvenile homes, work among Amerindians, etc. These little known requests may
be of interest to our readers.

8 Cf. Gianfausto Rosoli, “Impegno missionario e assistenza religiosa agli
emigranti nella visione e nell’opera di Don Bosco e dei Salesiani,” in Don Bosco
nella storia della cultura popolare, ed. Francesco Traniello (Torino: Societa Editrice
Internazionale, 1987) pp. 289-329, esp. 301ff. and 317ff.

9 William Patrick Riordan (1841-1914) attended Notre Dame University, the
North American College in Rome, and the University of Louvain, where he eamed a
Master of Theology degree and was ordained in 1865. After serving as professor of
theology at the seminary of St. Mary of the Lake, Chicago, and as pastor at Wood-
stock, Joliet and Chicago, Illinois, in 1883 he was named coadjutor bishop of San
Francisco with right of succession. He succeeded Archbishop Joseph Sadoc Alemany
in 1885. Archbishop Riordan’s achievements as leader of the Catholic Church in
northern California are too numerous to mention. Among them, the founding of St.
Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park and of Newman Clubs on California’s university
campuses testify to his pastoral concern, as does his abiding commitment to the care
of immigrants. [Cf, J. T. Foudy, “San Francisco,” in New Catholic Encycopedia, XII,
pp. 1022-1028].

10 For instance, from Boston, MA, Los Angeles, CA, Savannah, GA [cf. FDB
135 Al11 - 136 AS; 159 A2-6; 180 C2 - D10; respectively]. A request to staff St. Vin-
cent’s Orphanage near San Francisco was made to Don Bosco by Archbishop Joseph
Sadoc Alemany in 1869 or 1870, but nothing came of it [Cf. Michael Ribotta, “The
Road Not Taken [...],” Journal of Salesian Studies 1:2 (1990, 47-67]. A sheet con-
taining points 8-13 of the Agreement has survived in ASC. It found its archival place
with the San Francisco negotiations of 27 years later [FDR 3,346 E4-5]. It is not Don
Bosco’s holograph, and point No. 9 does not match Ribotta’s text [Ibid., pp. 58-59].
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1. New York.— Requests were made for Salesians during Don Bosco’s last
years (1884-1888),!1 in 1894,12 and between 1897 and 1909 for a larger field of
Salesian activity than that already established at St. Brigid and Transfiguration
parishes.!3

2. Philadelphia, PA.— In 1896 and 1897 some thirty letters from Arch-
bishop John Ryan, his chancellor, and other persons, request the Salesians for
the care of Italian immigrants.14

3. Cleveland, OH.— Five letters from Bishop Ignatius Horstmann dated
between 1902 and 1904 request Salesians to take charge of a juvenile home. !5

4. Santa Fe, NM.— Three letters requesting Salesians for parish work are
dated 1892 and 1893.16

5. Pittsburgh, PA.— Three letters request the Salesians for Italian and
other immigrants.!”

12' Chicago, IL.— Salesians are requested for the care of a Polish commu-
nity.

]'.;. Natchez, MS.— Salesians are offered a mission among native Ameri-
cans.

8. Other requests came to Father Rua from Baltimore, MD (1896),
chlyokzc-':d MA (1896), Canada (1900), Galveston, TX (1903), Peoria, IL
(1904).

' FDR 3,318 D7 - ES.

12 FDR 3,318 E6 - 3,319 Al.

13 FDR 3,319 A2 - 3.320 D7. Repeatedly Archbishop Augustine Corrigan re-
quests more Salesian priests for an expanded ministry. For example we read:
“Archbishop Corrigan of New York, in [North] America, [...] has high praises for the
Salesians who are working in that city [...] but he asks for three additional Salesians
for full-time ministries. One would be assigned to meeting the Italian immigrants
coming off the ships, to provide them with needed direction and advice. A second
priest would be given the ministry at large to the more than 100,000 Italians in that
city. A third priest is needed for Italian missions in country towns. Father Rua has
[someone] reply that we have recently sent an additional priest to New York, but that
we will do our utmost to meet the need.” [Minutes I, p. 180, June 27, 1900, FDR
4,243 A4]. Another request is that Father Ernest Coppo, director and pastor at Tran-
figuration be released “to work at large for the preservation of the faith in New York”
[Minutes I, pp. 485 and 498, January 30 and February 19, 1906, FDR 4,245 E 2 and
4].

14 EDR 3,062 DS - 3,064 E4; Minutes I, pp. 150 and 151, June 22, and August
4, 1896, FDR 4,242 A 3 and 5.

15 FDR 3,052 E12 - 3,053 A9; Minutes I, pp. 199, 208 and 210, March 28,
1902, May 11 and October 7, 1903, FDR 4,243 D6 and E11, 4,244 A4.

16 FDR 3.137 B12 - C8.

17 FDR 3,111 C3-8.

18 Minutes I, p. 184, October 11, 1900, FDR 4,243 A12,

19 Minutes I, p. 154, January 4, 1897, FDR 4,242 All.

20 FDR 3,029 D2-3; 3,074 A7-11; 3,069 E8-9; 3,107 B4. The Canada request is
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9. Portland, OR.— Portland’s case is as unique as it is instructive, for it
reveals the dynamics of protracted negotiations which ultimately failed. The
Portland file in the “Request for Foundations™ box of the FDR contains 18 items
dated between 1903 and 1911;2! and the matter is taken up in 5 meetings of the
superior chapter spaced over the years 1904-1911.

A letter of Archbishop Alexander Christie of Oregon City to Father Mi-
chael Borghino, newly appointed provincial residing in San Francisco, gives the
“definite terms” of the proposal (implying an earlier request):

1°. I will deed to your order 300 acres of good land near Beaverton for an indus-
trial school for boys. 2° I will give your order 12 additional acres of land in the
city of Portland, which the order can dispose of in any way it pleases for the
best interest of the aforesaid school. On this property are three small houses.
3° There is also some other valuable property recently left to the diocese by
will, and when that is disposed of I will give a good portion to your order for the
school in accordance with the will—A state-law provides that any institution

which gives a home to orphans shall receive $50.00 a year for each child.
[__]22

A undated memorandum and proposal for acceptance by Salesian provincial Fa-
ther Borghino (intended for Father Rua), speaks of additional possibilities for
Salesian work in Portland, including the care of Italian immigrants in the area,
and addresses the problem of personnel by offering himself for the task of the
founding.23 This is followed by a letter from Father Andrew Bergeretti, pastor of
St. Joseph’s in Oakland.24 It is written to Father Rua in support of the founding

discussed in a meeting of the superior chapter: “We have a request from five mission-
ary bishops in north-west Canada. The government has just given them thousands of
acres of land, and they are begging us to establish an agricultural school for American
natives. The superior chapter replies that we cannot accept the offer, because we are
already over-committed. We might consider it a few years from now, perhaps in
1904.” [Minutes I, p. 178, May 18, 1900, FDR 4,242 El11]

21 FDR 3,117 A8 - D9.

22 Archbishop Alexander Christie to Father Michael Borghino, Portland, Ore-
gon, October 27, 1903, FDR 3,117 A8-9.

Michael Borghino (1855-1829), born near Turin, was ordained in 1889 in Mon-
tevideo, Uruguay. He later held the posts of vice-provincial and then provincial in the
United States (1802-1809), and thereafter of provincial in Venezuela and of director at
Bahia Blanca, Argentina, where he also served as visitor for the superior general.
[Bollettino Salesiano, in E. Valentini et al., Dizionario Biografico dei Salesiani
(Torino: Ufficio Stampa Salesiano, 1969), p. 49.] [Dizionario Biografico]

23 FDR 3,117 B3-6.

24 Father Andrew Bergeretti to Father Michael Rua, Oakland, June 6, 1904, FDR
4,117 C8.

Felix Andrew Bergeretti (1856-1909), after ordination in 1871 was assigned by
the Congregation of the Propagation of the Faith first to the diocese of Sydney, Aus-
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and to accompany a detailed and persuasive presentation by a Father Alexander
Cestelli, pastor of St. Michael’s in Portland, urging acceptance of the arch-
bishop’s offer.25

It was a most advantageous offer, and Father Rua was persuaded. We read
in the minutes: “Father Rua moves that we open a house in Portland on the Pa-
cific cgéast. The council members are against it, but defer when Father Rua in-
sists.”

Some months later, the archbishop personally and through a representative
in San Francisco, renewed the offer and even added some new incentives. Lack of
personnel is a problem, but Father Rua sees a solution. The minutes read:

The bishop of Portland urges acceptance, and the terms of the proposal are fa-
vorable enough. Perhaps it would do Father Borghino a lot of good if he were to
switch to a more congenial job. Father Rua himself undertakes to write to Father
Borghino. He will make it clear that there is no personnel available in Turin,
but that the council is in favor of accepting the offer. Would he be willing to
move to Portland and get the Salesian work started?27

Apparently Father Borghino could not follow up on what he had himself sug-
gested. In 1905 we find him residing as provincial in Troy, NY. In 1909 Father
Michael Foglino replaced Father Borghino as provincial with residence in Haw-
thorne, NY. During this lull of some four years, the proposal was not shelved.
Father Bergeretti, as we may gather, was to submit a draft of agreement and
plans for the building of the school. In 1909 a new sally is recorded in the form
of insistent letters to Father Rua from Archbishop Christie and Father Bergeretti.
Father Rua and his council took the matter under advisement. We read in the
minutes:

Father Bergeretti is asking for two priests for the Portland foundation [the
school], and he wishes to know whether we have any intention of accepting the
Italian parish which is being offered [apart from the school]. The reply is that

tralia, and subsequently to Sri Lanka, where he worked for eleven years and estab-
lished many missionary stations. An architect of great ability, he built several
churches, including the great cathedral in the capital city of Colombo. When the Sri
Lanka missions were assigned to religious congregations, Father Bergeretti joined
the work of the Holy Family of Bethlehem, and thereafter, with Father Anthony Bel-
loni and Father Raphael Piperni, became a Salesian in 1894. After working for seven
years in Venezuela, where he founded the first Salesian house, he was sent by Father
Rua to San Francisco, as part of a group led by Father Michael Borghino, and as-
signed to St. Joseph’s Portuguese Church in Oakland (1902), where he died on Sep-
tember 11, 1909. [Amedeo Rodind, “Bergeretti, Andrea,” in Dizionario Biografico,
p. 36.]

25 Father Alexander Cestelli to Very Rev. Father General, Oakland, CA, June 9,
1904, FDR 4,117 C9 - D1.

26 Minutes I, p. 220, October 4, 1904, FDR 4,244 BI11,

27 Minutes 11, p. 26, July 24-26, 1905, FDR 4,245 All.
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the superiors on the whole accept the proposal for a foundation. Father Ber-
geretti has already been instructed to supervise the building of the school. He
was also asked to sketch out a draft agreement and to submit drawings for the
building. Neither one nor the other has thus far been received at this office. We
need an explanation. We need also to acquaint the new provincial [Father Fo-
glino] of the whole affair. He should reach an understanding with Father Ber-
geretti, and then go to Portland as soon as possible. As for the Italian parish,
we cannot accept it for lack of personnel 28

The negotiations came to a halt when the archdiocesan council forbade the trans-
fer of the property “to any religious order,” and the archbishop notified Father
Bergeretti and Father Rua of the new conditions. Father Rua must have replied
that such a change was not acceptable, for the archbishop wrote with an air of
finality:

Our council will not change the conditions which I wrote to you. [...] As you
cannot accept the conditions of our council, I am directed by the council to ob-
tain Brothers from some other order.??

Father Bergeretti died on September 11, 1909, and Father Rua on April 6, 1910.
In 1911 another request was made to Father Paul Albera, by the Archbishop
through Father Raphael Piperni, to obtain Salesians for an Italian church in
Portland, but nothing came of it.

The Portland affair is a well attested, typical example of negotiations that
failed. The great promises at the offset seemed to evaporate at the end. By con-
trast the San Francisco negotiations are a typical example, also well attested, of
a transaction that came to fruition. The offer was more modest and limited in
scope. But the parties maintained faith throughout, and it had success.

It will now be our task to set out the documentation.

San Francisco (1895-1897)

As mentioned above, one of Archbishop Riordan’s pastoral concerns since his
appointment in 1883 was the care of immigrants, for San Francisco had been a
target city in the great migration of Europeans toward North America. In the
early 1890s the Italian colony numbered some 15,000,

First to care for Italians (in 1870) was a certain Father Valentini, a diocesan
priest at St. Francis of Assisi church on Columbus. He had help from Jesuit
priests from St. Ignatius’ College (now the University of San Francisco). Our
Lady of Guadalupe Parish on Broadway served Italian as well as the Spanish-
speaking immigrants from its opening in 1875 until early in 1884. In that year,
SS. Peter and Paul church was built at 1600 Dupont Street, corner of Filbert. It

28 Minutes 11, pp. 215-216, February 16, 1909. FDR 4,248 B8-9.
29 Archbishop Alexander Christie to Father Michael Rua, Portland, Oregon,
April 5, 1909, FDR 3,117 D2.
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was the first church for Italians in the city.30 Fr. Carlo Franchi was its first pas-
tor. Then two Italian priests, Fr. Raphael De Carolis (Decaroli) and Fr. Cheru-
bino De Romanis, administered it until the arrival of the Salesians.3!

I. First Steps

From the correspondence to be quoted below it emerges that Father De Carolis,
wanting to return to Italy, had asked to be relieved. Consequently, the arch-
bishop, so it appears, was seeking to put the care of the Italian community on a
permanent basis by entrusting it to some religious congregation. This was the
situation in 1893, when Father Joseph Sasia, S.J., after completing terms of
service in San Francisco was returning to Turin.32 The archbishop asked him to
explore the possibility of obtaining the services of some such congregation. As
may be learned from a letter to be quoted below, Father Sasia had contacted Fa-
ther Rua, the Salesian rector major, on the matter and had Father Rua’s word that
the Salesians would undertake the mission by 1896.

1. Father Joseph Sasia, S.J., to Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan, Turin,
October 22, 1895.

Recalling an earlier request, he notifies the archbishop that Father Rua is
willing to send Salesians to San Francisco; he introduces Father Angelo Piccono
who would call on the archbishop in San Francisco.33

30 See Deanna Paoli Gumina, “Sts. Peter and Paul’s: The Church of the Fisher-
men”, in U. §. Catholic Historian 6:4 (Fall, 1987), p. 374, in Rasor, p. 7.

31 New Italian Church of Sts. Peter and Paul, commemorative booklet of 1924,
p. 41. A copy is kept in ASC Box F548, folder CA 9620, in Rasor, p. 7. Cf. also
Eugene Ceria, Annali della Societa Salesiana vol. 2 (Turin: SEI 1943), p. 589.

32 Joseph Sasia, S.J., was one of a group that came to California after the Jesu-
its were expelled from Piedmont in the wake of the liberal revolution. These Jesuits
went on to found colleges (later, universities). Father Sasia served two terms as presi-
dent of St. Ignatius College (later, University of San Francisco), and was at the time
vice-provincial of the Jesuit Oregon and California province. [Ribotta, pp. 5-6, note
5]

33 Archive of the San Francisco Province, copy from the Archive of the Arch-
diocese of San Francisco. All in Father Sasia’s hand.

Angelo Piccono (1848-1913), born near Turin, served in the police force in Tu-
rin up until 1878, when he decided to join the Salesians. He was ordained a priest that
same year, and in 1881 he was sent to the missions in Argentina. In 1892, with four
other Salesians (among whom Father Raphael Piperni) he founded the Salesian work
in Mexico, and in 1896 he founded the Salesian work in San Salvador. He returned to
Italy in 1901, where he died in 1913. [Adone Cicuta, “Piccono, Angelo,” in Dizion-
ario Biografico, p. 222.]
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Torino, Via Stampatori, N. 4.
October 22.d, 1895

May it please your Grace[.]

Most Rev.d Archbishopl[,]

When I left California more than two years ago, your Grace requested me to
try to secure the services of some Religious Order or Congregation of Italian
Priests for the administration of the Italian Parish dei Santi Pietro e Paolo [sic].
Some time after my arrival, I informed you that V. Rev. Fr. Rua, the successor of
Don Bosco, would likely be ready to accept that charge, and send two or three of
his Salesian Missionaries in 1896. In case your Grace should yet entertain the
same idea, there is now offered a fine opportunity of realizing your project by
transacting this business with the bearer of the present, Rev. Angel J. Piccono,
who is a Salesian Priest, duly authorized by his Superior, Rev. D. Rua, to begin
negotiation with your Grace. Rev. Piccono is on his way to Mexico, and having
requested me to introduce him to your Grace, I took the liberty to do so.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew my sincere thanks to your Grace
for all the kindness you invariably showed to me, and for which I shall ever feel
most grateful. Next January I begin the third and, may be, last year of my term:
hence it may be that two or three years hence I shall again become your dioce-
san.
Joseph Sasia, S.J.

2. Fr. Angelo G. Piccono to Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan, Turin, Octo-
ber 22, 1895.

He notifies the archbishop that his trip to Mexico has been delayed. He en-
closes Sasia’s letter of introduction and asks the archbishop for an interview.34

My Lord Archbishop,

As I shall not be able to reach Mexico before December next, I take the lib-
erty of sending you per post the hereunto united introductory letter, begging
your Grace to let me know at my address in Mexico — Apartado del Correo, N°
927 — if I may have the honour of being received by You in February or March
next in connection with the matter alluded to in Father Sasia’s letter.

With best thanks in anticipation of the desired favour, I beg to kiss your sa-
cred hand and implore your Pastoral Benediction.

I am, My Lord Archbishop,

Your Grace's humble and most ob[e]d[ient] servant,

Angelo G. Piccono

Turin, Salesian Oratory

22nd October, 1895

34 Archive of the San Francisco Province, copy from the Archive of the Arch-
diocese of San Francisco. Father Piccono’s meeting with Archbishop Riordan is con-
firmed by the latter’s letter of July 2, 1896 to Father Rua, and by chronicles of
Salesian houses in Mexico, cited in Rasor, p. 13.
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Father Piccono met with Archbishop Riordan in late June 1896, and apparently
there was a meeting of the minds, for the archbishop responded without delay.

3. Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan to Father Michael Rua, San Francisco,
July 2, 1896.

Having met with Father Piccono, he presents the official request, with the
proviso that the Italian Fathers will confine their ministry to the Italian immi-
grants.35

[Printed letterhead:] St. Mary’s Cathedral, / 1100 Franklin Street.
San Francisco, Cal. July 2nd 1896.

Very Rev. D. Michael Rua, Sup”,
Very Rev. and dear Father,

Rev[.] Father Piconio [Piccono] of your Society called this week, and stated
that he would write urging the foundation of your Fathers in this city. I now
write asking the foundation to be made. This understood however that the work
of the Fathers will be among the Italians of this City and diocese, and that they
will confine themselves exclusively to the italians [sic] and not to other na-
tionalities in this City. It would produce endless confusion if they were anxious
to attend to other people besides Italians who are numerous enough to occupy
all their time and zeal. I believe that there is a great field for the Fathers in this
City and state, and great prospects for the future. The Fathers who come here
should be Italians, not English or Irish who speak Italian. In case of the accep-
tance of the foundation, I will send you the amount sufficient to defray the trav-
elling expenses.

I wish you would answer this as soon as possible, and I hope favor[a]bly to
my petition[.]

Sincerely Yours[,]

+P[.] W[.] Riordan

Archbishop of San Francisco

[Notation in Father Rua’s hand:] [Father Charles] Buss.3¢ [Use] the better sta-
tionery. We received Father Piccono’s letter and also yours of the 2nd[?]37.

35 ASC, Works Established, FDR 3,346 E6-7. All in the archbishop’s large,
florid hand. He often uses the period where we would expect a comma. I take the lib-
erty of correcting this procedure in transcribing the archbishop’s letters.

36 Charles Louis Buss (1873-1938) was born in London, made his novitiate and
his profession as a Salesian at Foglizzo (Turin) in 1891. He spent the next few years
at the office of the Salesian Bulletin in Turin, and on the English-language staff of the
superior chapter. In that capacity, during the period of the San Francisco negotia-
tions, he acted as Father Rua’s secretary for the latter’s correspondence with Arch-
bishop Riordan. He was ordained in 1897, and in 1901 he was assigned to San
Francisco. He served as associate at Corpus Christi and SS. Peter and Paul, and in
1907 again at Corpus Christi as pastor. Having taken ill, he returned to England in
1912, and subsequently served as military chaplain during the First World War. From
1919 to 1923 he was director in Battersea, London, and then returned to the United
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Thank [the archbishop]. We will gladly accede to his request. By the end of the
current [year] or by the beginning of 1897 we will send 6 Salesians, namely, 3
priests, 1 seminarian, and 2 brothers. We will instruct them to work only with
the Italian [immigrants].

[Notation by Father Buss:] Replied as above, July 23, 1896.

[Notation in Father Rua’s hand:] Buss. Carta di rispetto — Ricevemmo
lett[era] di D. Picconol,] pur la V[ostra] del 2 [?] - Ringrlazia] Ci dis-
pon[iamo] vol[entieri] ai suoi ordini - Pel fine del corr[ente] o primi del 97
mander[emo] 6 Sal[esiani] cioé 3 Sac[erdoti] 1 cher(ico] 2 laici - Raccoman-
der[emo] vivam[ente] di occup[arsi] solo degli Ital[iani]

[Notation by Father Buss:] Risp[osto] quanto sopra — 23 - 7 - '96/.]

4. Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan to Father Michael Rua, San Francisco,
CA, August 10, 1896.

Grateful for the response, the archbishop speaks of the needs of the mission
and of travel arrangements .38

[Printed letterhead:] St. Mary’s Cathedral, / 1100 Franklin Street.
San Francisco, Cal. Aug 10th 1896.

Very Rev. Father Michael Rua.
Very Rev[.] dear Father[,]

I thank God that you are able to send your Missionaries to this distant
Coast. I am confident that they will do an immense amount of good among the
Italian people of the State. One of them at least should be a very good preacher,
as people are attracted by the eloquent exposition of the Christian doctrine. It
will be necessary to send you the amount for the transportation of the band of
Missionaries. I shall make enquiries [sic] within a few days, and ascertain which
route is preferable, and inform you.

Sincerely Yours[,]

+ P[.] W[.] Riordan[,] Archbishop, S. F.

5. Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan to Father Michael Rua, San Francisco,
CA, August 11, 1896.

He asks Father Rua to draft an agreement, emphasizes that the Salesians in
San Francisco must confine their ministry to Italian immigrants, and speaks of
possible routes for the missionaries’ trip.??

States where he served as pastor in various parishes on the east and west coasts. He
died in Paterson, N.J. at the age of 65. [Mortuary Letter by Father Modesto Valenti;
John Dixon, The Dynamics of Growth [...] (Roma: LAS, 1991), passim]

37 The “2” may refer to the date of a letter from the archbishop, or to the date of
letters from both the archbishop and Father Piccono, as Ceria construes it in Annali
2, p. 588.

38 ASC, Works Established, FDR 3,346 E8. All in the archbishop’s hand.

39 ASC, Works Established, FDR 3,346 E9-10. All in the archbishop’s hand.
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[Printed letterhead:] St. Mary’s Cathedral, / 1100 Franklin Street.
San Francisco, Cal. Aug 11th 1896.

Very Rev[.] dear Father Rua, Sup.

It would be advisable before taking charge of the Italian parish in the City
that we should have a perfect understanding of what the Fathers have to do, and
what they must refrain from doing. If you will draw up a form of agreement and
send it to me for my approval I will return it to you with my signature. I can not
permit any interference with the English parishes of the City. There is plenty of
work to be done among the Italians, and splendid results will follow the work of
the Fathers if they confine themselves to that portion of the vineyard which
will be committed to their Care. Should they interfere with the parishes of oth-
ers, trouble and confusion will ensue. I have made some enquiries [sic] as to the
best way to reach here. One way is from Genoa to New York, and then across the
country to San Francisco. Another way is from Genoa to Panama by the La
Veloce steamship Co. and then from Panama here by steamer.*? Find out the
best way to come and tell me in your letter, and state what it will cost per Cap-
ita. I can probably obtain cheaper rates when I know the route.

Sincerely Yours[,]

+P. W. Riordan

Father Rua must have acted without delay to have the agreement drafted. Fathers
Celestine Durando and Father Julius Barberis would be the persons charged with
that task.*! Meanwhile a letter from Archbishop Riordan arrived with a request
regarding the date of the missionaries’ departure.

6. Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan to Father Michael Rua, San Francisco,
CA, September 15, 1896.

40 Before the Panama canal was built, an overland route across the isthmus,
from Coldn to Panama City, was used.

41 Celestine Durando (1840-1907), a companion of Dominic Savio, was one of
the co-founders of the Salesian Society in 1859, and was ordained in 1864. He
authored textbooks and a Latin dictionary, and was general editor of the series, Li-
brary of Italian Classics. He served as provincial and as a member of the superior
chapter from 1865 until his death. Processing requests for new foundations was his
special responsibility. [Eugenio Ceria, “Durando, Celestino,” in Dizionario
Biografico, pp. 113-114]

Julius Barberis (1847-1927), born near Turin, became a Salesian in 1865 and
was ordained in 1870. He was appointed first novice master in 1879, and in 1892
novice master general (that is, director of formation) for the whole Society. He was
active as a teacher, chronicler, writer, and secretary. [Alessio Barberis, Don Giulio
Barberis [...] (San Benigno:Scuola Tipografica Don Bosco, 1932); Also E. Ceria,
Profili dei Capitolari salesiani [...] (Colle Don Bosco: Libreria Dottrina Cristiana,
1951), pp. 305-324]



14 Journal of Salesian Studies

The archbishop asks the missionaries to delay their departure, for he will be
out of town for an extended period of time.*2

[Printed letterhead:] St. Mary’s Cathedral, / 1100 Franklin Street.
San Francisco, Cal. Sept 15 1896.

Very Rev dear Father Rua Sup”,

I received a letter last evening from Very Rev[.] Father Lasia [Sasia] of your
city, in which he states that the Fathers would leave Turin in October for this
City. I write to say that it would be advisable for the Fathers not to start from
Turin until toward the end of the year or even in the beginning of January. I in-
tend to be absent from the City until about December and it is necessary that I
should be here when the Fathers arrive. Besides I must make provision for the
present Rector which I can easily do by the time indicated.*3 I arranged this
with Father Piconio [Piccono] when he was here.

Sincerely Yours[,]

+ P. W. Riordan

II. Form of Agreement

7. We have a preliminary draft of agreement in the hand of Father Barberis,
with correction by Father Rua.*4

Preliminary Draft of Agreement
With the aim of providing assistance to the Italian immigrants living in
San Francisco, California, the following convention is established between His

Excellency, the Most Rev. Bishop............ , and the Rev. Father Rua, superior
general of the Pious Society of St. Francis de Sales.
1. His Excellency Bishop............ entrusts to the Salesians the Italian par-

ish presently existing in the city of San Francisco.

2. [His Excellency] shall defray travel expenses, and expenses for basic
needed items, for the Salesians who will leave in December 1896.

3. The Rev. Father Rua will send for the present two priests, one seminarian
and one brother to take charge of said parish, and as circumstances permit he
will open an oratory for Sundays and holy days, day and evening school, and
later also a vocational boarding school [Rua adds:] especially for homeless
children.

4, [Father Rua] restricts the Salesian’s sacred ministry to the care of Italian
immigrants.

42 ASC, Works Established, FDR 3,346 E11.

43 The Rector referred to is the pastor of SS. Peter and Paul, Father Raphael De
Carolis.

44 ASC, Works Established, FDR 3,347 A8-9.
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Abbozzo di Convenzione

Nel desiderio di provvedere al bene degli Italiani dimoranti in
Slan] Francisco di California, tra S[ua] E[ccellenza] Rev[everend]is[ima]
Mlonsignor]............. e il Sig[nor] Dfon] Rual,] superiore generale della pia
[Pia] Societa di S. Francesco di Sales interviene la seguente convenzione[.]

1° Sua Eccellenza M[onsigno]'............ offre ai Salesiani la par-
rocchia degli Italiani esistente nella citta di S[an] Franciscol. ]

2° Provvede alle spese del viaggio e delle prime indispensabili
provviste ai Salesiani che verranno nel Dicembre prossimo 1896].]

3°1l Sig[nor] D[on] Rua manderebbea per ora due preti, un chierico
ed un laico a prender cura di detta parrocchia ed a misura che si potra si aprira
Oratorio festivo - scuole diurne e serali e poi anche ospizio e scuole di Arti e
mestieri [Rua adds:] specialmente pei giovanetti abbandonatif.]

4° Limita ai salesiani ehe-manda-ad [Rua corrects:] di esercitare il
Sacro ministero in favore degli Italianif.] —

5° Questa convenzione sara duratura in perpetuo se non avvengano
motivi gravi che richiedano revisione di comune accordol.]

[Provision No. 5 is crossed out.]

Father Rua then wrote a note to Seminarian Buss.

8. Father Michael Rua to Seminarian Charles Buss, Foglizzo, October 2,
1896.

He asks Seminarian Buss to translate into English the draft of agreement to
be sent to the archbishop.4

Foglizzo, October 2, 1896
Dear Father Buss,

Please translate the agreement as set down on the back of this sheet and send
it to the bishop of San Francisco. If I should be away, have it signed [with my
signature] by Father I..ag().“6 In your letter please specify that although I have
signed the Agreement we are ready to add to it and modify it as His Excellency
might suggest.

May the Lord bless you.

Affectionately yours in Jesus and Mary,

Father Michael Rua

Foglizzo 2 - 10 - 96
Caro D[on] Buss.[,]

Puoi mandare al Vescovo di Slan] Francisco la traduzione della
retro-descritta convenzione, che farai firmare da D[on] Lago, se io non saro
a casa. Nella lettera dirai che la mando firmata, ma che pero siam disposti ad

45 ASC, Works Established, FDR 3,347 Al0.

46 Angelo Lago (1834-1914), a pharmacist by profession, joined the Salesians
in 1873 and was ordained in 1877. He worked in Father Rua’s office, and later as pri-
vate secretary to Father Paul Albera. [Bollettino Salesiano, in Dizionario Biografico,
p. 163] He “had Father Rua’s signature.”
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ammettere quelle aggiunte e modificazioni che S[ua] E[ccellenz] credera op-
portune.

Il Signore ti benedica col

Tuo afflezionatissimo] in Glesit] e M[aria]l,]

Sac[erdote] Michele Rua

9. Father Rua also set down points for Seminarian Buss’ letter to the arch-

bishop, with which the agreement was to be enclosed.*’

[Secretary’s note to Buss:] Reply in accordance with the following points.

To be signed: Father Rua. [date:] October 5, 1896. Enclosure: Draft of Agree-
ment.

1. Thank the archbishop for the information.

2. We hope to be able to send for the moment two priests, one seminarian,
and one brother.

3. Purpose [of the mission:] the care of Italian immigrants, with church,
oratory on Sundays and holy days, evening classe