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1. LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

BEATIFICATION OF BRO. ARTEMIDE ZATTI:
A SENSATIONAL PRECEDENT

1. THE MISSING FRAGMENT. — 2. DoN Bosco’s COADJUTOR BROTHERS. — 3. VOCATIONAL PROFILE OF
ARTEMIDE ZATTI — 3.1 Meeting with Don Bosco in Patagonia — 3.2 Salesian vocation — 3.3 The
trial of sickness and its acceptance — 3.4 Always with Don Bosco as a Salesian Brother — 3.5 A
full-time Good Samaritan — 3.6 Towards a long prepared meeting: popular recognition as
“kinsman to the poor”. 4. MESSAGE OF ARTEMIDE ZATTI: PROSPECTS FOR TODAY — 4.1 Unique testi-
mony to salesian holiness — The magnetism of Don Bosco — Total dedication — Infirmarian
and educator — “Sanctified work”: synthesis of spirituality and professional skill — Evangelically
rooted reflection of God. 4.2 The Salesian Brother — The figure of the salesian coadjutor —
some particular points: —The institutional form of Institutes; the salesian brother and lay collabo-
rators; formation of the salesian brother. — 5. PASTORAL WORK FOR VOCATIONS: INVITATION TO A SPE-
CIAL coMMITMENT. — Conclusion: our call to sanctity.

Rome, 31 May 2001
Feast of Mary’s Visitation

1. THE MISSING FRAGMENT

The mosaic of our saints and blessed, though rich enough in
the categories represented — Founder, Co-founder, Rector Ma-
jors, missionaries, martyrs, priests and young people, still
lacked the figure of a coadjutor brother. Now, even this gap is
being filled.

On 11 March of this year we had the joy of honouring as
Blessed the first seven coadjutor martyrs, among the 32 mem-
bers of the Salesian Family beatified as martyrs by Pope John
Paul II. By their life and death they proclaimed very clearly
the radical nature of their adherence to Christ and their fi-
delity to their vocation.

On 24 April the decree confirming the miracle obtained
through the intercession of Brother Artemide Zatti was read.
In the process of a Cause, this stage is a prelude to Beatifica-
tion. He will therefore be the first ‘coadjutor not a martyr’ to
be proclaimed Blessed. Three other members of our Salesian
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Family are also close to the honours of the altars: Sister Maria
Romero, Fr Luigi Variara, and Sister Eusebia Palomino. We
expect that the beatification of Bro. Zatti will take place
during the GC25: it will be an outstanding event in the
Chapter’s calendar!

I invite you to give thanks to God for the recent beatifica-
tion of our Spanish martyrs and for that, soon to take place,
of Artemide Zatti. This present letter is intended to prepare
our communities for the coming event by gathering together
the particular points stemming from the holiness of this con-
frere of ours. At the same time I want to highlight the rele-
vance of the salesian brother, his value in our community life
and mission and, above all, the need for a more decisive work
for vocations.

The title given to this letter could rightly give rise to ques-
tions. And they should be faced without any alarm! That
among our coadjutor confreres God’s providence has raised up
exemplary and even holy Salesians there was never any doubt.
We have seen them, we have lived with them in our ordinary
working communities and on the missions. We have experi-
enced the valuable contribution they make competently and
faithfully to the salesian mission. Some indeed have filled
roles which may appear of secondary importance (doorkeeper,
sacristan, infirmarian, cook, house maintenance, etc.); every-
where, however, they have been educators of the first order,
confirming Don Bosco’s words reported in the Biographical
Memoirs: “A good doorkeeper is a treasure for a house of edu-
cation”.! And this without detriment to the highly qualified
roles (in charge of workshops, teachers and headmasters, cate-
chists and pastoral animators, etc.) filled by very many
Brothers we could all name.

We have read the story of many of them or heard it re-
counted. They have received medals and decorations, from

" cf. BM 4, p. 383
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which we can clearly deduce what it has meant for these men
to live out their historic responsibility, full of the love of
Christ and working in Don Bosco’s orbit: in other words to at-
tain their desire for holiness in pastoral charity, by living a
total consecration in the service of the young. The funda-
mental aspects that have characterized their vocational expe-
rience are still decisive in our history even at the present day.
Consecrated life is expressed, as it always has been, through
holiness, which knows no substitutes.

I have known personally more than a few of these
Brothers: biographies have been written about many of them,
which enable us to understand their vocational path through
life. They appear as “men of Don Bosco”, attracted by him
and identified with his spirit and mission. They would have
said with Don Cagliero: “Monk or no monk, it is all the same
to me. I am determined, as I have always been, never to leave
Don Bosco!”.? This is the underlying substance! It means a
felt relationship with the Father, zeal and enthusiasm for
Jesus Christ, the desire for holiness and perfect charity, and
the conviction of the call of God to live all this in the salesian
mission and fellowship.

Today’s precedent, referred to in the heading of the letter,
consists specifically in the inclusion of a Brother among those
whom the Church has considered worthy, by public act, of
being proposed as a model of spiritual life and charity to his
brothers in religion and, on a broader scale, to all Christians.
And this on the basis of the testimony of many people, con-
firmed by God through a “miraculous” event attributed to his
intercession.

Artemide Zatti is the first salesian coadjutor not a martyr
to be beatified and this fact, as I have said, gives a touch of
completeness to the series of models of salesian spirituality,
which the Church has officially declared to be such.

I have called this precedent “sensational”, in the sense that

*BM 6, p. 181
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it shakes us up, it challenges our fidelity to our charism and
our ability to offer at the present day examples of the salesian
lay vocation that are truly meaningful and attractive.

In referring in this letter to the salesian Brother, it is not
my intention to enter into questions already dealt with in
previous documents, such as the indispensable character of
such a figure® or the relationship between the service of sale-
sian authority and the ministerial priesthood.* Nor do I in-
tend to address the question of the nature of our Congrega-
tion about which, however, I will say a word later on. There
are other settings in which to reflect on these and other ques-
tions, and also times and appropriate authorities for dealing
with them.

But what I do intend is to issue a pressing invitation to
meditate on the figure of Zatti, so as to give rise to practical
steps and a commitment, at provincial and regional level, re-
garding the vocation of the salesian coadjutor brother. When
we cannot communicate with and inspire others at this level,
our work is of little effect, and our dreams of global reform be-
come sterile. To be truly effective it is indispensable to think
globally but also act decisively at local level.

2. DON BOSCO’S COADJUTOR BROTHERS

Let us begin from Don Bosco and from the first experience
of our particular style of holiness. From the first years we
come across the figure of coadjutors, formed directly by the
Founder, who had a strong influence on the appearance of the
Congregation. We may think — for example — of a Peter Enria,

3 cf. GC21, 197-198

* On salesian authority, and its relationship to priestly ministry, v. the reflection of
the GC21 on the role of the Rector (GC21, 49 ff)., the circular letter of Vigano, E, Ani-
mation of the salesian Rector in AGC 306, and Vecchi dJ. Spiritualita salesiana, LDC
Turin 2001, p. 184-194.
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to understand how much poorer Valdocco would have been
without his presence. They contributed decisively to making
the Congregation great, especially in the area of trade schools
and in the service to the poorest of the poor.

Every province, every country, every continent has its pic-
ture gallery. There is no lack of relevant publications illus-
trating the more outstanding of them, thus enshrining in his-
tory the contribution they have made to the sanctity of our
Family.

This is the case, for example, with Brothers who have
lived in the Holy Land and done honour to holiness in the na-
tive land of Jesus. Their most outstanding representative is
the venerable Simon Srugi, who is linked with Zatti by their
common role of infirmarian at the service of their sick confr-
eres, whom we hope to see joining him on the altars.

Among Don Bosco’s first coadjutors some were boys
who had grown up at the Oratory, others came to him already
adults with their life as laymen matured in the world and in
the Church. In contact with Don Bosco, they came to under-
stand that they could use the professional skills they had ac-
quired by committing themselves to his educative and pas-
toral work. The enthusiasm grew in them which Don
Cagliero expressed in the phrase: “I am staying with Don
Bosco!” It was the spark of a true vocation, as indicated in
art. 21 of our Constitutions: the fascination of the mission
and of the Founder, the desire to continue his charism and
spread his spirit.

Their early professional training, coupled with good intelli-
gence, a mature temperament and already developed human
qualities, made them able to give a valuable service to the com-
munity and educative environment. They were to be found not
only in Turin, but even in the extreme south of Patagonia, cor-
dial and trustworthy doorkeepers, front-line missionaries,
building supervisors, heads of workshops.
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The salesian vocation from the outset offered many possi-
bilities for its realization, determined more by the promptings
of charity and the call of the mission than by the importance
of the service or the role in the community. For the identity
and placement of the Brother there were no rigid norms, but a
discernment which gave scope for his generosity, availability,
community spirit and joy in his vocation.

Don Bosco looked at the quality. He does not seem to have
been over-worried about the proportion, for example, between
clerics and laymen. He welcomed those whom God sent him,
priests or laymen, and united them in religious consecration,
in the mission and in charity.

We can present a few examples, from among many others,
to confirm what we have been saying.

Joseph Buzzetti was one of the first of Don Bosco’s boys.
He made his profession as a coadjutor brother at a much later
date, because he “did not feel worthy”, but in practice he lived
and collaborated with Don Bosco all his life. He came to the
Oratory with his brother Charles, who was to become a master
builder who put up several salesian houses. Originally he
wanted to become a priest, but after being wounded by a bullet
aimed at Don Bosco by someone who wanted to kill him, he
had to lay aside the clerical habit and passed through a diffi-
cult time. He was about to leave the Oratory, but after a con-
versation with Don Bosco he decided never to abandon him.
He was an assistant, a teacher of catechism, in charge of the
bookshop, choirmaster and organizer of lotteries: he was Don
Bosco’s right arm and a faithful witness to all the heroic deeds
of our Founder.

Peter Enria was also late in officially becoming a coad-
Jutor. He was quite a prodigy, able to turn his hand to any-
thing: teacher, music master, producer of theatrical presenta-
tions, artist, cook, and infirmarian. It was especially in this
last activity that he showed his gifts of sensitivity and delicacy.
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He spent himself for Don Bosco in various situations, especially
in the last illness which brought our Founder to his death.

Joseph Rossi was the first of the Brothers not to come di-
rectly from the ranks of the Oratory boys. At the age of 24 he
came across the “Companion of Youth”, written by Don Bosco.
He immediately became fired with enthusiasm, left his village
in the province of Pavia, and came to Valdocco. He made his
profession in 1864. He looked after the linen-room, was an as-
sistant in the workshops, and made the necessary purchases
in the town; he was, in fact, an administrator, a man of trust,
with responsibility for all the material goods of the Congrega-
tion. His duties made it necessary for him to travel at times,
both in Italy and abroad. Don Bosco was very fond of him and
used to joke with him a good deal.

Marcello Rossi had to wait until he came of age before he
could freely decide about his future and go to live with Don
Bosco, who entrusted him “temporarily” with the task of door-
keeper, which he faithfully fulfilled with punctuality and trust
for a “temporary” 48 years. He was known as the sentinel of
the Oratory and Cardinal Cagliero pointed him out one day as
the “real monument to Don Bosco”.

We could continue with many other examples of Brothers of
the early years. Because of his similarity with Zatti in his expe-
rience of emigration and falling under the “spell” of Don Bosco,
I will refer briefly to Sylvester Chiappini, whose parents
were Italian immigrants in Argentina. He had no particular
tasks, but was the first son of Don Bosco in the new
world.’ He was working as a cook in a hotel of Buenos Aires,
and at the age of 18 met the Salesians in the church entrusted
to them, where he himself frequently went to pray. He became
part of the community and did the cooking. Later he asked to

® This testimony on Sylvester Chiappini (or Chiappino, as appears in some docu-
ments) is from Joseph Vespignani, who refers in the obituary letter to the “first sale-
sian profession in the new world”.
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become a Salesian. He was accepted, became a Brother and for
forty years continued as a cook, infirmarian and odd-job man
looking after many small needs of the community.

The salesian community whose members, beginning with
Don Bosco himself, were so visibly hardworking, attracted
others by the witness of their outstanding example, and this at-
traction was not limited to young people but brought in “good
Christian” adults. The Institution became a house and a
family, not least through the presence and sensitivity of the
Brothers, and their creative contribution enriched the mission
in new ways.

3.VOCATIONAL PROFILE OF ARTEMIDE ZATTI °

Now let us direct our attention more specifically to
Artemide Zatti and his experience of salesian sanctity. In
anyone getting to know him at any depth for the first time
some questions arise spontaneously. Who was Artemide Zatti?
What does he represent for our Family? What words and mes-
sages have come down to us through his life? What challenges
does he put to us at the present day? These are the things we
shall try to discover by re-reading the details of his life and
identifying the underlying messages.

3.1. Meeting with Don Bosco in Patagonia.

The call of Artemide Zatti to join the missionary ranks of
Don Bosco illustrates various traits of the vocation of the first
Brothers, though each individual evidently has his own origi-
nality.

¢ Much of this section is taken, frequently in the exact words, from the Positio of
the Cause for beatification, even though a reference is not always given in the notes,
and quotations are not always enclosed in inverted commas..
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As an immigrant looking for better living conditions,
Artemide Zatti was 17 when, after leaving Italy with his
family, he reached Bahia Blanca. His parents, Luigi Zatti and
Albina Vecchi, had eight children, four boys and four girls.
The Zattis, who lived at Boretto in the province of Reggio
Emilia near the Po, had no property of their own but worked
on land they hired from others.

Artemide, third of the eight children, was born on 12 Oc-
tober 1880, and was baptized the same day with the names
Artemide Gioachino Desiderio. Though the family had few ma-
terial possessions, they led an intense Christian life which was
evident when they emigrated to Argentina. In the family
circle, Artemide soon learned to face the fatigue and responsi-
bility of work.

“In January of 1897”, we read in the Positio, “we do not
know whether on a sudden impulse or after due consideration
or because of some fact in the family, Luigi Zatti, head of the
family, decided to leave Italy and with his wife and children
emigrate to Argentina. At the end of the century the emigra-
tion of Italians to America was a common phenomenon, justi-
fied by many reasons... The decision may have been influ-
enced by the invitation of an uncle, Giovanni Zatti, who was
already in Argentina in the growing town of Bahia Blanca,
where he had found suitable employment™”.

“Separation from his own country opened for the Servant of
God the possibility of exploiting in a new world not only the
work of his hands, but still more the spiritual resources of a
solid Christian education. It seems that he went, facing the
unknown and following the path marked out for him by God™®,
which was to lead him to meet Don Bosco.

The Zatti family reached Buenos Aires on 9 February 1897,
and four days later arrived by train at Bahia Blanca, where
they joined a large group of Italian emigrants already there.

" Positio, p. 27
8 Tbid.
















































































































































