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1. LETTER OF THE RECTOR MAJOR

«LET US MAKE THE YOUNG OUR LIFE’S MISSION
BY COMING TO KNOW AND IMITATE DON BOSCO»

First year of preparation for the Bicentenary of his birth.

Strenna 2012

PREmisE: Some significant events in the second half of 2011 — COMMENTARY ON THE STRENNA FOR 2012:
1. Knowledge of Don Bosco and a commitment on behalf of the young. - 2. Rediscovering the
story of Don Bosco. - 3. Reasons for the study of the history of Don Bosco. - 4. Function
of history in bringing things up to date. - 5. Over a hundred years of historical writing “at the
service of the charism”. - 6. Towards an interpretative reading of Salesian history. — 7. What
image of Don Bosco today. - 7.1. Evolution of the works and those for whom they are intended.
- 7.2. Abandoned youth. - 7.3. Response to the needs of the young. - 7.4. Flexibility in responding to
needs. - 7.5. Poverty of life and tireless work. — 8. Suggestions for putting the Strenna into prac-
tice. — 9. Conclusion. «The boy of the dream» - “And our music continues”,

25 December 2011
Solemnity of the Birth of the Lord

My Dear Confreres,

I 'am happy to be able to be in touch with you on this solemnity
when we celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of
God, the highest expression of the love of God, who «loved the
world so much that he gave his only Son so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not be lost but may have eternal life» (Jn 3,16).
It is God’s great yes to man. Here then the beautiful and good
news, which becomes not only the subject of our evangelisation
but also the educative pastoral plan, because it invites us to make
mankind our field of work and to carry out the Salesian mission as
a task to make the world a more human place.

Even though you will find in the chronicle of the Rector Major
the many and varied activities of these recent months, and you
may perhaps have followed them on our web site, I am going to
comment briefly on some of the more significant events.
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In chronological order, in the first place I will say something
about the VI International Congress of Mary Help of Christians.
At the sanctuary of Jasna Goéra at Czestochowa, in Poland, in a
joyful and very fraternal atmosphere, between 3 and 6 August,
1,200 members of the Salesian Family from over 50 countries
gathered together to celebrate this significant event. Promoted
by the Association of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA) and joint-
ly organised with the Salesians and the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians in Poland, for the first time the Congress was an
event for the whole Salesian Family, for which devotion to Mary
Help of Christians is one of the constitutive features of its
charism. In fact, eleven groups of the Salesian Family were offi-
cially represented, in addition to various participants belonging to
other groups. The theme of the Congress, entrustment to Mary,
well expressed in the motto “Totus Tuus”, was developed on the
various days with well-prepared celebrations, talks, life experi-
ences and testimonies of holiness. In particular, accounts of life
experiences of entrustment to Mary as lived by families, by young
people freed from delinquency, by youth groups engaged in the
Missions and coming from different parts of the world was an en-
couragement to want to be involved today in the families. The
culmination was the act of entrustment of the Salesian Family to
Mary Help of Christians, made at the beginning of the three year
period of preparation for the bicentenary of the birth of Don
Bosco. Inspired by the witness of faith and Marian piety of the
Polish people for the Mother of God, there was the renewal of the
commitment to be “all for Mary” so as to live with ardour and
apostolic passion the educative and evangelising mission, in the
style of Don Bosco. In my concluding address, pointing out how
the Association of Mary Help of Christians is something alive and
spread throughout the world, an Association “younger and more
Salesian”, a popular expression of the Salesian charism, I set
some tasks, among which that of giving particular attention to
the family, as primarily responsible for education and the first
place for evangelisation. «Youth ministry cannot be continued if it
is not linked to family ministry. The presence of families and
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young couples who, having Mary as a guide, share a plan of life,
containing formation, dialogue and prayer, is really a providen-
tial gift of Mary Help of Christians who takes care of the new
generations». Everyone returned home agreeing to meet again at
the next Congress which will be held in Turin and Colle Don
Bosco in 2015, on the occasion of the second centenary of the
birth of God’s great gift to the young — Don Bosco.

In the second place I want to share with you my reflections on
World Youth Day, which was held in Madrid between 16 and
21 August. If there is one expression that can really describe what
went on in those days, I would say that it was a festival of faith,
not just a mere ‘happening’ or a rock concert. Arriving from all
the continents, indeed from all corners of the earth, of very dif-
ferent races, languages, cultures and backgrounds, the one fea-
ture that united those two million young people was that of being
“a new generation”. A generation made up of young people who
were normal, cheerful, peaceful, generous, dreamers, enthusiasts,
bearers of hope for the future, prepared, called to be not simple
consumers of products, sensations or experiences, nor spectators
of the history of the world, but rather protagonists in the current
process of the transformation of humanity, followers of Jesus,
proud to proclaim their faith and their belonging to the Church.
The WYD was seen to be a real manifestation of the faith, and of
the Church, and a significant expression of the ‘new evangelisa-
tion’, precisely because World Youth Day is no longer just an
event, even a spectacular one, but a faith journey, with the in-
credible power to bring people together. It represents the ever-
more valuable discovery of the value of synergy, not only to over-
come the loneliness with which the young can find themselves, in
living and bearing witness to the faith, but above all to launch
the disciples of the Lord Jesus towards shared objectives so as to
verify the identity given by Jesus to his disciples: “to be the salt of
the earth, the light to the world, a city built on a hill-top”. This
will be possible to the extent that they make the beatitudes their
charter and become poor in spirit, thirsty for justice, pure of
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heart, lovers of peace. Obviously, everyone whether as individuals
or in groups or movements has their own sensitivities, their own
view of the world, a way of understanding and living the faith,
their own spirituality and therefore their way of understanding
and carrying out the ‘new evangelisation’ today. Without denying
the importance and the need for the kerygmatic way of pre-cate-
chesis, I am convinced that without education there is no worth-
while evangelisation that is capable of giving reason for one’s
hope; that nowadays you cannot help the young to come to matu-
rity without the inculturation of the gospel; that religious lan-
guage needs to correspond to today’s youth culture to prevent the
message being incomprehensible or irrelevant and therefore ster-
ile. I conclude by affirming the great value of the WYDs, which re-
awaken in the young feelings of enthusiasm, being prophets,
courage and joy which any society needs that harbours the dream
of being able to create an awareness of the meaning of life and
give quality to life. Likewise I reaffirm the pastoral insights that
World Youth Day such as that in Madrid offers: it is not possible
to evangelise the modern world except by means of people who
have had a profound spiritual experience that has transformed
their lives, who have experienced the grace of communion and so
become one heart and one soul, nourished by the Word and by the
Eucharist, and sustained by prayer, so as to become the model for
a cultural alternative.

I also recall that on 15 October I took part, as a member of the
Commission, in the meeting “New evangelisers for the new evan-
gelisation”, organised by the new Pontifical Council to which this
important topic has been entrusted. In its attempts to become
involved in a pressing appeal to the whole Church, the Union of
Superiors General has begun a study of those perspectives typical
of Consecrated Life and has elected the 10 representatives for
the XIII General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops to be held
between 7 and 28 October 2012 to study the subject “The New
Evangelisation for the transmission of the Christian faith”.
Naturally, there can be no ‘new evangelisation’ without ‘new
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evangelisers’ who have learned to be disciples who, living with
Jesus and in close intimacy with Him, make their own His
passion for humanity and, as impassioned apostles give them-
selves to the building of the Kingdom until their Lord returns.
If there can be no true evangelisation that is not accompanied by
a commitment to human development and an interest in culture,
that has to be said even more so with regard to the ‘new evange-
lisation’. The difference between evangelisation in its classic
expression, and this ‘new’ kind is to be found perhaps in the
fact that the proclamation of God has to be more explicit, more
unselfish, radically gratuitous. In the end, the one humanity has
to listen to is the Son of God, accepting his Gospel, not us and our
institutions or teaching. Therefore what matters, in the final
analysis, is that man “has life and has it to the full”, and here it
is a question of something that only God can give and ensure.
Hence, therefore, the need to give God and not only speak about
Him. For this reason the ‘new evangelisation’ requires peoples’
conversion (evangelisers and evangelised) and that of pastoral
structures, to prevent them obscuring the face of God, but rather
enable them to contemplate the strength of the living God.

Religious life, understood in its essentials, as a group of men
and women who feel themselves called, drawn, seduced by the
living God to follow Jesus Christ in a community of disciples, who
are sent into the world to serve humanity and to act in His name,
had its origin in the Gospel, and this simple fact has made it
always evangelical and evangelising. Without having to “do”
anything else, simply by the fact of “being” this: life consecrated
to God and to one’s neighbour.

For this reason, Religious Life is called to undertake a funda-
mental role in the ‘new evangelisation’, above all because this has
as its basic task the proclamation, the making visible and credible
what is said in the ‘mini-gospel’ that is the text of Jn 3,16s quot-
ed above: «God loved the world so much that he gave his only
Son so that everyone who believes in him may not be lost but
may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the world not to
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condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be
saved». The ‘new evangelisation’ ought above all to be good news
for mankind, consisting in the assumption of all that is really
human, capable of raising questions which re-awaken the search
for God, marked by the friendliness of someone who welcomes the
other without prejudice and seeking to understand him, is ready
to be open to real dialogue without that becoming the renuncia-
tion of what is non-negotiable, fully engaged in the causes to
which men and women nowadays are more sensitive (the conser-
vation of nature, concern for justice, freedom, personal dignity
and human rights, shared sustainable development...), with the
ability not only to read history and to interpret the signs of the
times, but also to create new signs of the times and put energy
into society.

It is necessary to know how to proclaim Christ in very different
situations which often co-exist. People who have never heard God
spoken about, and who feel no need for him because they are
accustomed to living without his presence. People who have given
up religion and have become practical atheists, agnostics, perfectly
at ease in the present world with no other aspirations than unlim-
ited development, lacking any sense of there being another. People
who are living according to popular religious ideas, the result of a
culture that makes them believe in God without this faith always
being translated into a life that is coherent. People, finally, who
have an adult faith, who have discovered in God the Truth, and
with the gift of faith in Christ, have found in the Church their
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family home, called to be “light to the nations”, “sacrament of
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communion among peoples”, “sacrament of salvation”.

So, to do all this, nowadays Religious Life is fully prepared. In
fact, its first great task has been and continues to be that of bear-
ing witness to God, to His Absolute nature, seen as Verum, Bon-
um et Pulchrum. And the first contribution to be offered to the
world of today is precisely that of giving it God. The second task
of Religious Life is to be “the expert in communion”, that area in
which men and women, of different ages, cultures, formation,



































































































