


Important notice to Readers,
As announced previously in the Bulletin, the Rules of the 

Association of Salesian Co-operators, together with a sum-

m ary of the indulgences and spiritual favours, and ap-

p en d ices , h a v e  b ee n  rep rin ted  a n d  b o u n d  in to  a  n e a t v o lu m e  o r 

manual.

A  copy of this and a diplom a of m em bership is being sent to

a ll re a d e rs , If  so e  o f  th e  d a te s  a ff ix e d  th e re to  a re  su b se q u e n t to  

th e  d a te  o f  r e c e ip t , th a t  is  th e  d a y  o n  w h ic h  m e m b e r s h ip  w ill

com m ence, and on w hich the plenary indulgence m ay be gained.

Those readers, who on receiving a copy and reading the instructions 
and regulations, do not desire to be enrolled as members, should return 
the two things, and their names will be cancelled. Those who retain 
them will be definitively enrolled.

Explanations and inform ation coneerning the rule w ill be found

in  th e  m a n u a l, b u t w ill  b e  s u p p le m e n te d  b y  th e  B u lle t in . A n y

m em ber is  o f course free to  w ithd raw  h is n am e at an y  fu ture tim e 

should he so wish. It 

is  g re a tly  d e sire d  th a t b y  th is  m e a n s  a  n e w  im p e tu s  w ill b e  

g iv en  to  th e  d ev elop m en t an d  activ e  p articip atio n  o f th e   Sa lesian

C o -o p e ra to rs , a n d  th a t th e  w o rk s  o f  D o n  B o sco  w ill b e  k n o w n ,

esteem ed , a n d  a id ed  m o re  a n d  m o re . It w ill a lso  serv e  to  s tren g -

th e n  th e  b o n d  o f ch a rity , o f p ra y e r  a n d  o f w o rk  w h ich  o u g h t to

u n it e  t h e  C o -o p e r a to r s  a m o n g s t  th e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  a ls o  to  th e  

members of the Salesian Society, w ith w hom  they w ork for the grater 

glory of God and the good of society at large.
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The Holy Father.
is Grace the Archbishop of 

Westminster, referring to 
the Eucharistic Congress 
when it was still a forth­

coming event, said that the two pre­
vailing notes would be devotion to the 
Abiding Sacramental Presence and loy­
alty to the Sovereign Pontiff. It was 
a happy forecast, for both these sen­
timents were well in evidence; the oc­
casion however was particularly appro­
priate for a display of devotion to the 
Sovereign Pontiff, since it almost co­
incided with the date of the Sacerdotal 
Jubilee of His Holiness, an occurrence 
which produced a note of exultation 
throughout the Church over which he 
rules.

The merest glance at religious history 
through the succeeding centuries reveals 
a long-continued strife, relieved by 
victory and final triumph for the Papacy. 
The period through which the Church 
is now passing is beset with difficulty 
and d an ger ; heavy clouds gather and 
obscure her horizon ; but these do not 
prevent the chorus of exultation from 
rising above the sounds of storm and 
strife. And this rejoicing is well-founded, 
resting as it does on the words of 
Him who made St. Peter the found­
ation of His Church and promised to 
be with it all days. Oremus pro Pon- 
tifice nostro Pio , who has now completed 
the fiftieth year of his priesthood.

But why this widespread interest in
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Indulgences
News from the M iss io n s
Devotion to Our Lady Help of Christians 
Graces and Favours
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the Pope? Because he is the Successor 
of St. Peter; this all the dignity of his 
position derives — a dignity which stands 
alone in the world.

Divine Wisdom has displayed its 
power in the raising of an edifice. 
A s a foundation to this building He 
placed St. Peter, saying: Thou art 
Peter, and tip on this rock I  w ill build 
my Church : and the gates o f hell shall 
not p revail against it. But the Roman 
Pontiff is the Successor of St. Peter; 
hence he is in the first place and be­
yond all else the foundation of the 
Chu rch.

The Church moreover is a kingdom, 
which is bound by confines as are earth­
ly kingdoms, but which does not decay 
as th ey , because it is the kingdom 
of God. It’s divine Founder said to 
Peter —  To thee I  give the keys o f the 
kingdom o f heaven: whatsoever thou 
shalt bind upon earth , shall be bound 
also in heaven, and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose upon earth shall be loosed 
also in heaven (x). A s Peter was con­
stituted the Head of the Church hav­
ing full jurisdiction over it, so also is 
his successor, the Sovereign Pontiff, 
endowed with the like authority and 
jurisdiction.

Again even more vast than this ma­
terial world are the realms of science 
which can only be completely traversed 
by Divine Wisdom. Man has ever 
desired to fathom their depths but until 
now he has hardly penetrated beyond 
the border; and even in so doing he 
has shown his littleness and is often 
deceived. Not so unstable however is

the knowledge of God of which Peter
again was appointed the custodian and 
teacher infallible. I  have prayed for 
thee, that thy fa ith  fa il  not, and thou 
being once converted, confirm thy breth­
ren (i ).

Hence the Sovereign Pontiff is the 
Infallible Teacher of all Christians.

The gospel, yet again, styles the 
Church a fo ld . Jesus, the good She­
pherd gave his life for his sheep, and 
on leaving them committed to Peter 
the office of feeding his mystical flock: 
Feed my lambs; feed  my sheep (2). 
But the Shepherd’s staff has been hand­
ed down from Peter to his Successors, 
so that the Roman Pontiff is the Su­
preme Pastor of Universal Church.

Hence the Holy Father, Pius X ., 
being the Successor of St. Peter, stands 
as the foundation of the edifice, as the 
monarch to the kingdom, as the master 
to his disciples, as the shepherd to his 
flock; it is accordingly a sacred duty 
for all Catholics to nourish sentiments 
of respect and veneration for his august 
person; he is their leader, their head. 
Amid the strife of conflicting theories 
and opinions he points out the way of 
truth; his is the barque which enters 
the haven in safety.

Dominus conservet eum, et vivificet 
eum, et beatmn fa c ia l eum in- terra et 
no?i tradat eum in animam inimico- 
rum eius!

TRe Lord preserve him and give him 
life, and make him blessed upon the 
earth , and deliver him not up to the 
will of his enemies.

(1) St. Math. XVI.  19.
(1) St. Luke XXI I .  32.
(2) St. John. X X L  15. 16. 17.





796 SALESLAN B U L L E T !N

Towards the end of November, when 
the whole Catholic world will be united 
in its congratulations, Our Superior 
General, and Successor of the Venerable 
Don Bosco will have the privilege and 
consolation of prostrating himself before 
the Holy Father, and of thus address­
ing him :

,,Y o u r Holiness, behold the new 
Church of Santa M aria Liberatrice, 
by the gate of St. Paul, the building 
which Your Holiness entrusted to the 
Sons of Don Bosco. It now opens 
its doors to large numbers, eager to 
learn and practise their religion. Your 
Holiness, this is the homage of all the 
Salesians and their Co-operators on the 
occasion of your sacerdotal jubilee.”

It cannot be but a source of con­
solation to the Pope to see renewed 
the ancient devotion to Santa M aria  
Liberatrice, and he will recall to mind 
the crowds that once flocked to the 
former church, now demolished, in the 
Forum ; and going farther back still, 
he will be reminded of the very first 
marks of homage paid to Our Lady 
in Rome in the Church of Santa M aria  
Antigua. Nor can it fail to draw from 
the Holy Father a particular blessing 
on all those who have so generously 
co-operated in the speedy erection of 
this memorial church. The good work 
that will be propagated by its means 
will go far to revive the true spirit 
of Catholic faith and practice in that 
industrial quarter, and serve thus to 
aid the Holy Father in the accomplish­
ment of his great ideal ,, to restore 
all things in Christ.”

Bibliographical notes on
HIS HOLINESS POPE PIUS X.

An agreement with our Ven. Founder’s 
principles who allowed no opportunity 
to pass by of manifesting his respect 

and loyalty to the Holy See, and of his venera­
tion for the person of the Supreme Pontiff, we 
present to the reader the following notes con­
cerning the Holy Father. While enlarging, 
perhaps, their knowledge of his life and work, 
they may serve at the same time as a remem­
brance of the jubilee, and increase the interest 
and devotion, natural to all Catholics, in regard 
to the person of the Vicar of Christ.

His native place.
Pius X . was born on 2nd of June 1835 at Riese 

in the province of Venice. But yesterday,’ ob­
scure and unknown, this village is now regarded 
with a degree of envy by the Catholics of the 
world. It is situated in the diocese and district 
of Treviso about eighteen miles west of the town 
of the same name. Two long rows of plane-trees 
border its main street which leads on, now direct 
now winding, towards Asolo. It  forms part of 
the district of Castelfranco, in the cathedral of 
which Joseph Sarto received his ordination to 
the priesthood, and which in combination with 
other scattered districts forms a commune of 
about 5.000 inhabitants, of whom some 2.800 
consitute the parish or village of Riese itself. 
Not the least boast of the old-fashioned place 
is a Sanctuary of Our Lady styled Madonna delle 
Cendróle, and around its old walls has grown up 
many a future minister of the altar.

The Sanctuary delle Cendrole
This Sanctuary stands by itself in the middle 

of a field which is surrounded by a hedge of ever­
green; and it contains, besides others, one altar- 
adorned with valuable gifts and votive tablets, 
and above which is placed a large picture of Oui 
Lady. It appears to have been in existence sin­
ce the year 972 since the fisrt church of Riese was 
situated, according to authorities, just at the 
Cendróle and was dedicated to Our Lady’s As­
sumption. During the last ten years of th< 
century just gone by, it was decorated, and pre-
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mises added for the accommodation of priests 
and pilgrims who flock to it in considerable num­
bers. But the Sanctuary now boasts another 
glory: ,,Margaret Sarto, the mother of Pope 
Pius X ., used to take her boy to it very often 
just as the mothers of Riese do still with their 
little ones.’1 And this is why neither the glorious 
Basilica of St. Mark, nor the gigantic Basilica 
of St. Peter’s can dim the memory of the modest 
Sanctuary in the field, still dear to the heart of 
Pius X . ,, I have heard him myself,”  writes 
Marchesan, ,,as he stood under the gilded byzan- 
tine cupola of St. Mark’s, Venice, on the day that 
he had been solemnly installed as Archbishop, 
mention as a cherished memory his devotion to 
Our Lady in the Sanctuary of his native village.” 
And on August ioth 1903, a few days afer his 
election to the papal throne, he himself wrote to 
the parish priest of Riese ̂ sending the Apostolic 
Benediction to all the village people, and asking 
them to remember him in their prayers parti­
cularly in the Sanctuary of the Madonna delle 
Cendróle.

His parents. — It was a cold day in February 
1833, and the Wednesday after Sexagésima 
Sunday, the 13th of the month. The pealing of 
the Church bells had drawn a goodly number of 
friends and neighbours to witness a modest wed­
ding. The bridegroom, notwithstanding his 
forty years, bore himself with joyful composure, 
and with the air of one in the vigourous prime 
of life. She was becomingly and modestly at­
tired, blushing slightly, but calm and smiling 
in the bloom of her twentieth year. He was 
the village postman. He was paid daily for his 
work, had a cottage with three small fields 
ajoining, a few outhouses and a small office where 
he conducted what business his official capacity 
brought. His wife was the tailoress of the vil­
lage, and skilled in all household duties. This 
happy couple God had designed to honour by 
raising their second son to the Supreme Ponti­
ficate.

No time was passed after the manner of a 
honeymoon, but on the morrow the husband at­
tended to his letters and the wife to her house­
hold. No one could then foresee that John 
Baptist Sarto and Margaret would be blessed 
with a family of four boys and six girls, or that 
their family w'ould end on the throne of the 
Pontiff. For of the brothers of His Holiness 
two died young, and of his brother Angelo no 
male issue has survived.

Pius X ., born on June 2nd 1835, was baptised 
on the following day and received the names of 
Joseph Melchior, but he w7as always familiarly 
known as B eppi, and he is perhaps the first Pope 
bearing the name of the Spouse of Our Lady.

S c h o o l ~ d a y s .

He was in his twelfth year when he began to 
attend the higher classes of the school at Ca- 
stelfranco, having already attended the village 
school and received further instruction from the 
parish priest. He had about four miles to walk 
to school, no light task for his young legs; but 
nothing ever deterred him from making the jour­
ney, not even the worst of the winter days much 
less the oppressive heat of summer.”  I did the 
same thing myself for some years” Marchesan 
says, ,, and I know what it cost to set out in the 
cold, winter mornings, especially as it was ne­
cessary to start before it was light, if one wished 
to be in time for the commencement of wrork.
J  oseph was equal to all occasions, but that made 
it none the less a real sacrifice for a boy of .twelve, 
not too well blessed with luxuries in food or 
clothing. As the eldest of the remaining bro­
thers? he understood best the straitened circum­
stances of the family, and often on setting out 
for school he would take off his shoes, tie them 
together, and throw them over his shoulder so 
that they might not be worn out so quickly. 
This unusual method of practising economy was 
by himself disclosed while at the seminary, 
when speaking of the sacrifices which life entails.

During the last year at school, things were 
not quite so bad, for he not only had his brother 
Angelo to accompany him, but they had some­
times the use of their father’s donkey cart, which 
had been purchased with the double object of 
lightening both the father’s and the boy’s tiring 
walks.

P r o g r e s s  in his studies.

Joseph Sarto soon gained and kept the first  
place in his class. Treviso was the only place 
in the diocese where the government examina­
tions were held, and the seminary, as benig 
practically the one suitable place, was the centre 
for these examinations. In his twro first exami­
nations he received full marks in all subjects, 
and in the next two years came out first not 
only among his own school-fellows, but even the 
private students of the seminary. At the end 
of the Scholastic year 1849-1850 he took a higher 
examination at Radna, and received full marks 
in all subjects and obtained the first place among 
forty three private students. A boy who had 
for four consecutive years, held the first place in 
the province of Treviso at his examinations, was 
surely worthy of some consideration.

He receives the clerical habit.

A favourite with everybody, of a happy and 
peaceful disposition, young Sarto was also pleas­
ing in the sight of God, who was drawing him tc



798 SA LRSIA N  B U LLET IN

the sacred ministry. But liow was he to follow 
out this heavenly call? As years went on the 
needs of the family increased rather than dimi­
nished. His father, however, had recourse to 
His Eminence Card. Monico, Patriarch of Ve­
nice, who had the privilege of nominating to a 
number of three places in the seminary at Padua, 
and to support his request the father mentioned 
the boy’s brilliant course at school. His Emi­
nence, who was a native of Riese, on hearing of 
the promising career of his young compatriot, 
very willingly acceded to the request. According­
ly on September ioth 1850, to the great pleasure 
of his family and of all the country side, no less 
than his own, he was vested in the clerical habit 
by the Archpriest of the parish church, Don 
Fusarini.

His eight y e a r s ’ course  at the S e m in a r y .

Joseph Sarto spent eight years at the seminary 
of Padua, and every year he was at the head of 
his class. In the first year his class was a very 
large one, but he came out first at the examina­
tions—and with the following reports: Inferior to 
no one in excellence of behaviour; the first in in­
tellectual attainments; endowed with a splendid 
memory; of brilliant promise (1).

In his last year of philosophy he was again 
at the head of a class of thirty-nine, and received 
the following reports from the various professors.

Conduct.—Quite exemplary; constant in ap­
plication and diligence
Religious knowledge: Passed with distinction in 

every part of the syllabus.
Philosophy: Gained distinction; both for tho­

rough knowledge of the matter and sound 
and acute reasoning.

Italian: Very good-for knowledge of the classics 
and general literature, and for style in com­
position.

Latin: Excellent in composition and translation. 
Greek: Excellent for grammatical knowledge 

and also in the knowledge of authors and com­
position.

Geography and History: Distinction gained for 
knowledge of matter especially of the modern 

era.
Mathematics: Endowed with natural aptitude 
for this science, and shows great skill in the so­

lution of mathematical problems.
Physics and natural science: Distinction gained 

for general excellence in these subjects.
In November 1854 he went back to the Se­

minary to begin his theological course. Pie had 
eagerly looked forward to this, and had regarded

(1) Disciplinae tiemini secundus : iiigenii maximi; me­
moriae summae; spei maximae.

all his previous work as a preparation for it. In 
fact when the cleric had become Plis Holiness 
Pius X . he said: General knowledge is neces­
sary; but make of the sciences that use that St. 
Thomas made of them. He had within his 
mind, as in a reservoir, all sciences, and he used 
them to illustrate the great science, theology.

Concerning his theological course it need only 
be remarked that it was equally as'brilliant as 
the previous ones, and on each succeeding ex­
amination he received full marks. In the early 
years of his seminary career he had devoted 
himself with such success to the study of music 
that in 1857 he was made the choir master to the 
seminary, and in the later years he devoted him­
self to the extra study of the Bible and the F a­
thers.

T w o  memorable dates.

On the 30th September 1851 Joseph Sarto 
had received the tonsure in the cathedral from 
the Bishop of Treviso. This was the first of­
ficial step towards the goal and his parents 
thought it ought not to pass by unnoticed. But 
in the following year sorrow came to him, for on 
the 4th of May the indefatigable official of the 
commune, the father of the young cleric was 
called away to his reward, leaving a widow with 
nine children. „With what grief,”  writes Mar- 
chesan, , Joseph received the news of his father’s 
illness, especially as he had a peculiar gift of 
penetrating beyond the surface of things; and 
with what anxiety he hastened off to Riese, 
where he assisted at his father’s last moments, 
only those can know, who have had occasion to 
prove the tender charity for others which distin­
guishes the noble character of Pius X.

His ordination.

But the day 011 which all hopes and anxieties 
had been so long centred, which had been so 
eagerly awaited by his indefatigable mother and 
sisters dawned at last.

Having received Minor orders in November 
1856 and the Subdiaconate in the following June 
he was promoted to the Diaconate in the Sep­
tember of the same year. He had already in 
the previous June delivered the discourse for 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart in his parish church 
and now on the 24th Feb. 1858, a dispensation 
having been obtained for the eight months and 
sixteen days which were yet wanting to the ca­
nonical age, he proceeded from Riese to Castel- 
franco, in the cathedral of which the ordination 
was to take place. It was a cloudy morning, 
and had already been raining, but now it was 
fairly fine as Joseph Sarto traversed the road 
which had been so familiar to him in his boy­



SA LESIA N  B U LLETIN 799

hood days, and which he had walked under all 
skies and in all weathers. This day seemed to 
be a reward for so many sacrifices, but though a 
happy on'e, it seemed to be mysteriously lost on 
a boundless horizon, the dawn of untold possi­
bilities.

Although he was now riding, the road seemed 
more interminable than when he had walked 
along it in his boyhood; however the ivy-covered 
walls of the old castle at last rose to view, and 
the sight of the town made him realise how near 
the great event was. He found that some of his 
companions from neighbouring districts had 
already arrived and others were still arriving 
for the ordination.

On the following day, the Sunday on which 
falls the feast of the Sorrows of Mary, assisted 
by the parish priest, and in the presence of his 
family and of all his village acquaintance, the 
young priest sung his first Mass. Our Lady, 
venerated in the ancient Sanctuary delle Cen­
dróle, must have gazed longingly on the ancient 
though lhappy scene, and after fifty years, as he 
celebrates his Jubilee Mass in the Vatican Basi­
lica, she still regards him,' now the Supreme 
Pontiff, from the old Sanctuary, filling his soul 
with sweet and holy remembrances.

[To be continued).

PETER’S PENCE.

Among the subscriptions of Peter’s Pence 
enumerated in the Civiltà Cattolica, 
mention is made of the following : 

From six hundred and fifty lepers at Contrata­
ción (Colombia), through their chaplain Fr. E. 
Rabagliati S. C., five hundred francs.

Referring later on to this subscription the Ci­
viltà Cattolica says: „The offering was accom­
panied by the following letter which we are glad 
to publish for the edification of our readers:

Lazzaretto of Contratación.
Colombia (S America).

To the Rev. Editor of the Civiltà Cattolica:

I  am sending yon the widow's mite. It is the 
sum of five hundred francs subscribed by the lepers 
here, as their participation in the jubilee of the

Holy Father;  and it includes the offering from 
the Salesians and Nuns of Mary Help of Christ­
ians attached to this lazzaretto.

But the fact has a slight historical connection. 
In  October 1903 the writer had the happiness of an 
interview with His Holiness Pius X ., who had 
recently been elevated to the Papal throne. Taken 
by the kindly interest he displayed, I  made bold 
to speak of the lepers, of their great misery on ac­
count of the three years' civil war, and I  asked for 
some assistance on their behalf. The Holy Father 
was greatly moved by the account of so much misery 
and suffering, and opening a drawer in his desk 
he took out a small box and said: , ,Here is the 
whole of the Pope's fortune and he emptied the 
contents of the box into my hands, 500 francs;  ad­
ding that he was extremely sorry he could not do 
more just then.

On the following day I  received at the Salesian 
House in Rome many sacred ornaments destined 
by His Holiness for the lazzarettos, and among 
them were two portraits of the Pope bearing his 
autograph underneath;  they were accompanied by 
his best wishes and blessing. ^

I  recently had occasion to speak to the lepers 
about the Pope, about the year of his jubilee, and 
about the great celebrations which would be held 
all over the world. I  related to them the fact men­
tioned above, recommending them to pray for the 
Vicar of Christ, and if possible to make some little 
sacrifice so that we might join in the offering of 
Peter's Pence; reminding them that in the eyes 
of God the widow's mite was more acceptable than 
the large sums given by the Pharisees.

The result of this exhortation is the subscription 
I  am sending to you, and it amounts exactly to the 
sum bestowed upon us by the Holy Father. I  
would ask you to forward it and mention its source 
so that all of us out here, Salesians and Nuns 
and especially the lepers, may have a remembrance 
from His Holiness.

Recommending myself to your prayers 
Your obedient servant 

E v a s i u s  R a b a g l i a t i  S. C.
(Chaplain to the Lepers in Colombia).
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N O T ES
on the Decree of the Sacred Congregation of R i t e s  

for the introduction of the Cause of Don Bosco

Don B osco’s care of the young artisans.
These had been placed under 

M asters in the various w orks­
hops of the city so that they 
might learn and practise the dif­
ferent trades: these workshops 
he visited frequently to gather 
information as to the conduct of 
his boys and o f their progress 
in the exercise o f their trade.

Don Bosco recognized and loved in each of 
his boys the persoii of the youthful Sa­

viour and wished to see reflected in them the grace of 
their divine model. And his boys with that cer­
tainty of intuition peculiar to their ingenuous age, 
trusting to his affection ready to make any sacri­
fice for them, in the same spirit were prepared to 
carry out his every wish. Thus the Venerable 
Father was able to direct them by his counsels even 
during their hours of work, at a distance from him. 
The better to ensure his success he was accusto­
med to visit they- employers in their workshops 
and places of business, especially when he 'could 
give or receive good reports of the apprentices.

In passing through the streets of Turin he met 
frequently poor boys who solicited alms and often 
he had not a penny in his pocket. Then with kind 
words he encouraged them to place their trust in 
Divine Providence, exhorting them not to live in 
idleness, but to look for work; and then invited 
them to come to the Oratory on the following 
Sunday. And if, through no fault of theirs, they 
remained without work, he would seek out an em­
ployer, to whom he would recommend them more 

. earnestly than their own father would have done 
In these visits to the workshops which he continued 
for many years, he was frequently accompanied by 
his companion Fr. Giacomelli and the Professor 
Canon G. B. Anfossi.

The arrival of Don Bosco in a workshop was a 
pleasing event for both masters and employees, so 
that when he took his leave they begged him to 
repeat his visit to them. And he willingly consent­
ed sometimes bringing a new apprentice with him.

How frequently in the streets of Turin did not 
the inhabitants see boys from the houses or 
shops, crowding round Don Bosco to kiss his hand! 
And all were touched by these demonstrations of 
affection and full of admiration at the great pa­
tience of the Man of God. The Provost Theologian 
Giorda, who was parish priest of Poirino, saw him 
one day surrounded by many boys who, in their 
affectionate anxiety to get near him, struggled and 
pushed so much, that many times he was nearly 
knocked down. Seeing which, the provost, much

displeased, drew near and scolded them wishing to 
send them away, but Don Bosco said gently: —- 
„Let them alone, let them alone/’

One evening whilst walking on the footpath in 
Via Doragrossa (now Via Garibaldi), he passed in 
front of the windows of a large draper’s shop, in 
which the glass filled the whole Width of the door. 
A good youth of the Oratory who was serving in 
the shop, seeing Don Bosco, with youthful impe­
tuosity, not remembering that the glass door was 
closed, ran to salute him and knocked his head 
against the glass, breaking it to pieces. Hearing 
the crash of the falling glass Don Bosco stopped and 
opened the door; the boy overcome with confusion 
went up to him, the shopkeeper shouted and the 
passersby crowded around.

— ,,What have you done?”  enquired Don Bosco. 
And the boy replied simply:

— ,,I saw Your Reverence passing by, and in my 
great desire to salute you, I  did not think of opening 
the door, and thus broke the glass.”

The owner, meanwhile, continued his complaint 
of the boy’s carelessness.

— ,, Why are you so cross ?”  said Don Bosco; , ,do 
you not see the damage was done inadvertently?”  

— ,, Meanwhile the glass is broken and it will 
cost me a lot to replace it.”

— ,, Very good, you shall not be the loser; but 
let the poor boy alone; he broke the glass on my 
account and I will pay for it.”

— ,,If such is the case, I will say no more. And 
who are you; may I ask ?

— ,,I am Don Bosco and I live at Valdocco.”  
Meanwhile the shopkeeper’s wife, with a kindly 

countenance, had made her appearance on the 
street.

— ,,So you are Don Bosco?”  she said, and turn­
ing to her husband, continued; ,, Give up your 
claims, you can see that Don Bosco has no money to 
throw away.”

— ,,And Must I then suffer this loss?”  exclaimed 
the shopkeeper.

The good woman was silent; but the next day 
she made her appearance at the Oratory and said 
to Don Bosco:

„Another time I hope our little Charles will not 
try to pass through the glass like a spirit. Mean­
while I have brought you the money so that you 
may not be put to inconvenience in paying my 
husband. Do not tell him from whom you have 
received it. A child’s love and the charity of Don 
Bosco who has to provide for so any boys, must 
not suffer for an oversight.
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He opens Professional Schools at the 
Oratory.

L ater on, to provide shelter for 
their training in work and pifety, 
in 1853 he opened w orkshops at 
the same place.

The Church of St. Francis of Sales having been 
built and opened in 1852, Don Bosco said: ,,After 
having provided a house for the Lord, it is neces­
sary to make ready another for His children.” 
And the school was begun. Scarcely was one 
portion finished (October 1852) than he at once 
removed thither the classes, the refectory and the 
dormitories, and the boys very soon numbered sixty 
five. The community being housed, Don Bosco 
determined at once to carry out, at the cost of any 
sacrifice, his project of opening workshops in the 
House. The sending out daily of the boys to the 
workshops in the city, however well selected and 
watched over, was a risk, if not a prejudice to the 
discipline and improvement of the inmates. Bvil 
customs and irreligion were, morever, on the in­
crease amongst the working classes and Don Bosco 
perceived that the raillery to which his pupils were 
subjected, tended to destroy much of the fruit of 
the moral and religious education he was striving 
to give them.

The streets, also, which they had to traverse 
were crowded with vendors of newspapers, propa­
gators of licentiousness and impiety. In the win­
dows of booksellers and other shops there was a 
scandalous display of indecent prints and statues, 
o f bad novels and other loathsome productions, as 
well as heretical books.

With all these incentives even their faith was 
endangered, although Don Bosco, besides many 
warnings and admonitions, gave a brief exhorta­
tion every evening, with the special object of ex­
pounding some truth which perchance they might 
have heard contravened during the course of the 
day. And not only in public, but also in private 
he spoke continually of Sectarian errors and their 
disastrous consequences, exhorting all to be on 
their guard.

Don Bosco, therefore, desiring to withdraw at 
least some of his artisans from the seunsuitable sur­
roundings, with the assistance of benefactors, hav­
ing bought some small tables and the necessary 
tools, opened a shoe-maker’s workshop in a little 
corridor of the Pinardi house near the Church tower

At the same time as he wished several boys to 
learn the tailor’s trade, and having removed the 
kitchen to the new building the former one was 
turned into a tailor’s shop.

The Crucifix and the Statue of Our Lady took 
possession of the workshops. At once a change 
for the better, was observed in the spiritual, moral 
and material condition of the pupils. Don Bosco 
wras the first instructor of the youthful, tailors 
having worked at that trade when he was attending 
school; so also from time to time he seated himself 
at the cobbler’s bench to teach the boys how to use 
the awl and waxed thread in mending shoes. And 
thus, by degrees, as a new want developed in the 
house, he decided to open a new workshop.

But this was not all. With his great and far- 
seeing mental powers, he perceived the dangers 
threatening all nations and the necessity of settling 
the great working class question in a Christian 
manner. Socialism was showing itself in the neigh­
bouring states and was menacing even Italy. The 
partisans of erroneous doctrines, convinced that 
the future would belong to him who had acquired 
influence over the mind and heart of the workman, 
began to display a truly satanic zeal in brutalizing 
the masses, so that they might be ready for any 
outbreak and might thus serve as a pedestal for 
their own exaltation. D. Bosco’s object therefore, 
was to prevent so great a misfortune by means of 
these same young artisans, drawing them to that Re­
ligion which alone, by the way of charity and self 
sacrifice, would make them contented in their own 
sphere. He showed them how manual labour had 
been honoured and glorified in the person of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ Who, during his life on earth 
chose to be, like them, a simple workman, and fre­
quently described their triumphal entry into heaven 
and their everlasting reward when the labours and 
trials of this life are passed.

Don Bosco therefore, in 1853, without publish­
ing it by sound of trumpet, as is so frequently done 
in these days for a mere trifle, began another gigan­
tic undertaking in so humble a way that it seemed, 
though it was not, a simple experiment. He seem­
ed to hear the words: ,,Place all your hope in the 
Lord, and do not rely on your own judgement. In 
all that happens turn to Him and He will direct 
your steps.”  And in fact, this work also was to 
embrace both hemispheres. In the course of fifty 
years, more than 300.000 artisans have come forth 
from his workshops with a Christian education and 
have been scattered over the world; as today we 
find thousands of boys who, left to the dangers of 
the streets, would have become blind instruments 
in the hands of evil men, now being transformed 
into useful and honest citizens.

The Students of the Oratory.

M oreover amongst the boys 
those whom he found suitable 
by their talents aud virtue he 
destined for the higher studies; 
and he w as him self their teacher. 
L ater on he availed him self of 
the cooperation o f other priests 
as Professors and Theologians, 
the Diocesan Sem inary having  
been closed and M gr. Franzoni, 
Archbishop o f T u rin , having 
been exiled.

The first boys then, whom Don Bosco gathered 
together in the Oratory of S. Francis of Sales, were 
young artisans, who were to be taught some trade 
in accordance with their aptitudes or tastes; but 
the various conditions and requirements of those 
sent to him caused him by degrees to add also a 
class of students. This work began, as it were, in­
sensibly, between 1848 and 1849.

During the war of Independence, the Seminaries 
being occupied by the troops, Don Bosco, at the 
request of Mgr. Franzoni, received in the Oratory 
as many clerics as he could, so that, removed from
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the distractions of family life and the dangers of 
the world, they could follow their vocation. They 
remained as boarders pursuing their studies and 
attending in common the exercises of piety; but 
they frequented morning and afternoon the classes 
of the Professors of the Seminary of Turin who gave 
their lectures some in their own house and others 
in a room near the Seminary itself, left to their use 
by the Government.

But one thing follows another. About this time 
Don Bosco began to feel more than ever the neces­
sity of having, at his disposal, Masters and as­
sistants for his work. And with a view  to securing 
these, amongst the boys sent to him by Divine 
Providence, he began to select those who, by their 
good conduct, gave well-founded hopes of a suc­
cessful result, and these were set to study. In 
1850 their class consisted of twelve boys; but after­
wards, several of them became Oblates (1) others 
adopted a different career and very few remained 
at the Oratory. Don Bosco did not lose courage 
at such a disappointing result, but made a fresh 
selection and these proved more faithful to him.

Whilst the numbers continued to increase, for 
another reason the class of students also augmented, 
Amongst the boys sent to Don Bosco, either by the 
Government, the Municipality, the Parish Priests, 
or the parents, there were many belonging to fa­
milies of the better class who, through reverse of 
fortune, had fallen into distress. For these boys, 
hitherto nurtured in comfort, the apprenticeship 
of a laborious trade was neither attractive nor 
suitable. Moreover there were others whose ta­
lents were so conspicuous that it would have 
been a shame to bury them in a workshop 
thus it was readily understood that such boys, if 
well educated, would in time render important 
services to the commonwealth. So Don Bosco 
who, as far as possible, regulated his charities in 
accordance with the needs, the suitability and the 
inclination of others, encouraged such boys rather 
to study than to learn a trade. In this way the 
number of students, in a few years, equalled that 
of the artisans.

So far as his occupations allowed, Don Bosco 
himself undertook the teaching of these boys; but 
in the year 1852, being unable any longer to con­
tinue it, he began to send them to the private school 
of Cav. J  oseph Bonzanino, Professor of a prepara­
tory academy, and later on to that of Fr. Mat­
thew Picco, Professor of Rhetoric. These excel­
lent persons charitably admitted Don Bosco’s 
pupils to their classes without payment, earning 
the gratitude of the Oratory and of many families. 
In fact, for many years, hundreds of boys came 
forth from their classes well instructed, many of 
whom became renowned Professors, doctors of 
medicine, judges, notaries, lawyers and barristers. 
Not a few embraced the ecclesiastical state, became 
zealous parish priests, and a large number as fellow

(1) The Oblates of the Blessed Virgin, approved in 
1824 by Pope Leo XII, were founded by two pious and 
learned Piedmontese priests, Lanteri of Cuneo and Ray- 
nakl of Carignano.

labourers of Don Bosco, consecrated their lives to 
the care of the young, in the various Salesian In­
stitutes.

The founding of this class of pupils was a work 
truly inspired by God. In this way Don Bosco 
benefited a larger number of persons; he brought 
into play the special talents of those who would 
otherwise have remained in their native ignorance; 
he gave to society not only good workmen and 
clever artists, but also well-trained officials; and 
above all, in those years which were perhaps the 
most fatal to ecclesiastical vocations, he provided 
the Archdiocese of Turin, as well as all the other 
dioceses of Piedmont with hundreds of clerics and 
Priests. And yet more; by this institution, Don 
Bosco then began that nursery of assistants, 
which enabled him to extend the benefit of civil 
and religious education to thousands of poor chil­
dren in both hemispheres;.

Thus in a few years, by 1856, several having com­
pleted their course of L atin and chosen the eccle­
siastical career, they themselves became masters 
and professors and Don Bosco with their help be­
gan a Latin class for the boarders.

At the beginning of the scholastic year 1859-60 
the clerics in the Oratory numbered twenty; and 
Don Bosco was able to carry out his plan of having 
all the classes taught in the house, instead of send­
ing the boys into the town to the afore-named pro­
fessors. Of the first class, containing ninety-six 
pupils, the cleric Celestino Durando was the pro­
fessor, of the second, the cleric Secondo Pettiva, 
of the third the cleric John Turchi, of the fourth 
and fifth the cleric John Baptist Francesia. In 
this noble arena they were succeeded by many 
others, who, having completed their training and 
become masters in their turn, saw themselves sur­
rounded by numerous children, the hope of the 
Church, and the seeds of the future Salesian Society

Excellent and consoling results of the 
Oratory.

From  the Oratory, as m ay be 
seen from its history after the 
year 1870, m any priests went 
forth honoured by ecclesiastical 
dignities and o f the greatest use  
in the Archdiocese o f Turin and  
in the other dioceses o f Pied­
mont.

We alluded, lately, to the immense services ren­
dered, by our Venerable Father to the whole of 
Piedmont through the large number of ecclesias­
tical vocations fostered by him in the Oratory, 
Here, however, without going into other detail, we 
will confine ourselves to a list of the names of the 
venerable Prelates, former pupils of Don Bosco, 
illustrious children of the Oratory, who have been 
raised to the dignity of*the episcopate.

They are :
1) His Grace the Most Reverend Mgr. Giovanni 

Cagliero, born at Castelnuovo d’Asti January 1 1 th, 
1838, admitted by Don Bosco into the Oratory, 
November 3rd, 1851, elected Titular Bishop oi 
Magida November 13, 1884, and raised to the Ti­
tular Archbishopric of Sebaste in 1904, Vicar Apo­
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stolic of Northern and Central Patagonia, and now 
Delegate Apostolic and Envoy Extraordinary to 
the Government of Costa Rica.

2) The late lamented Mgr. Pietro Strobino, born 
at Mosso S. Maria, in the Commune of Pistolesa 
and the Diocese of Biella, Jan . 2nd, 1856, pupil of 
the Oratory for several years, elected Titular Bis­
hop of Pompeopoli and appointed coadjutor of 
Mgr. Ricards in September 1891, consecrated in the 
Church of S. Augustine, Port Elizabeth, November 1, 
1893 - in "the same year succeeded. Mgr. Ricards 
as Vicar Apostolic of the Eastern Districts of the 
Cape of Good Hope, Nov. 30, 1893, and passed to 
heaven Otcober 1, 1896, whose pious and beloved 
memory still survives amongst the faithful com­
mitted to his care.

3) The late lamented Mgr. Luigi Lasagna, born 
at Montemagno March 3rd, 1850, admitted by Don 
Bosco into the Oratory October 21st, 1862, elected 
Titular Bishop of Tripoli March 12, 1893, killed in 
a railway accident near the station of J  uiz de Fora 
in Brazil November 6, 1895.

4) His Lordship Mgr. Giacomo Costamagna, born 
in Caramagna January 2rd, 1846, admitted by Don 
Bosco into the Oratory December 10, 1858, elected 
Titular Bishop of Colonia, March 18th, 1895, Vicar 
Apostolic of Mendez and Gualaquiza in Ecuador.

5) His Lordship Mgr. Pietro Berruti, born in

Borghetto Borbera, Diocese of Tortona, August 
28th, 1840, who was a pupil of the Oratory as a 
clerical student of theology, elected Bishop of Vi- 
gevano, November 28, 1898.

6) His Lordship Mgr. Luigi Spandre, born in Ca- 
selle Torinese, June 20, 1853, pupil of the Oratory 
from August 13, 1856 to August 28, 1871, elected 
Titular Bishop of Tiberias and Auxiliary of His 
Eminence Cardinal Richelmy, September 3, 1899.

7) His Lordship Mgs. Giuseppe Gamba, born at 
S. Damiano d’Asti April 25, 1857, pupil of the Ora­
tory in the year 1870-71, elected Bishop of Biella 
December 16, 1901, and translated to the See of 
Novara December 6, 1906.

8) His Lordship Mgr. Pasquale Morganti, born 
at Lesmo, Diocese of Milan, December 3 1, 1852, 
pupil of the Oratory from 1864 to 1870, elected 
Bishop of Bobbio June 9, 1902, promoted to the 
Archbishopic of Ravenna, November 14, 1904.

9) His Lordishp Mgr. Vincenzo Tasso, born at 
Banenga, Diocese of Casale August 13th 1850, 
pupil of the Oratory from 1862 to 1865, elected 
Bishop of Aosta on May 28th 1908.

Almighty God had apparently entrusted many 
future Pastors of the Church to the care of the Ven. 
Don Bosco.

(To be continued).

The Very Reverend Don R ua
IN THE NEAR EAST

IX .

To Alexandria in Egypt.
Owing to the late hour of Don R ua’s ar- 

rival in this city, our confrères had is­
sued no invitations for . his reception. 

Nevertheless we found at the station Mgr. Amato 
Amaddio, Provicar General of His Excellency Mgr. 
Aurelio Briante, Delegate Apostolic, the Rev. 
Franciscan Fathers, the J  esuit Father Rector, the 
lawyer Signor Verità and some other gentlemen. 
In the station Was drawn up a company of our 
boys with many Salesians and the Director. A 
landau and other carriages sent by Signor Adem 
carried our Superior very rapidly into the midst of 
200 and more pupils of the Salesian Institute, who 
welcomed him with the greatest joy.

It  would be impossible to narrate the countless 
demonstrations of esteem shown to the Successor 
of Don Bosco during the ten days spent in this 
city. The visits which lie received from illustrious 
benefactors and friends of our work were so nume­

rous that it would be impossible for me to make 
even a bare list of them. For the same reason I  
pass over in silence the other visits paid by Don 
Rua, but I must mention the cordial welcome he 
received not only from the Italian Consul, Marquis 
di Seregno, but also from Chata Way Bey, admi­
nistrator of the Municipality and from His Excel­
lency the Governor of the city, Mustafà Ibadi Pasha.

Last Saturday he received a touching demon­
stration of filial affection from the whole Institute. 
Confrères and pupils, students and artisans, great 
and small, all had their representative. On Sun­
day the 26th inst. was the chief solemnity. In the 
morning forty-five pupils received their First Com­
munion from the hands of Don Rua. The parents 
were present and during the fervorino preached by 
the venerable Superior, many were moved even 
to tears. At 9-30 there was solemn Mass with 
Gregorian chant. Finally at four o’clock there 
was a solemn commemoration of the Ven. Don 
Bosco, the account of which I  copy from the Egyp­
tian Messenger, a daily paper of this city.
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Commemoration of Ven. Don Bosco.

,, .....We had the pleasure of assisting at a dra­
matic and musical entertainment, given by the 
Salesian Institute for the visits of Don Michael 
Rua, Superior-General of the Salesians. The com­
memoration of Don Bosco, declared Venerable in 
J  uly of last year, was celebrated at the same time.

,, In the spacious hall of the Institute, decorated 
for the occasion, the numerous invited guests took 
their places. From four o’clock, there was not a 
single vacant seat, and many had to remain stand­
ing, for numbers came who had not been invited; 
and this was due to the popularity enjoyed by the 
Institute and the good-feeling displayed toward it.

,, In the centre of the first row was seated the 
worthy Successor of Don Bosco, Don Michael Rua, 
a true Missionary and a most learned man; on his 
right sat the Governor and surrounding him were 
many of the élite of the town.

,,The opening discourse from the Father Guar­
dian of S. Catherine, lofty in conception and deli­
very, could not have been better received and pro­
duced an excellent effect. Loud applause frequent­
ly interrupted the orator who, in concise language, 
recounted the prodigious work of Don Bosco, of 
the educator of the masses, the benefactor of the 
unfortunate, the apostle of light and truth. Don 
Michael Rua followed with the greatest attention 
this discourse, of which we shall, if possible, give a 
full report, because—treating of several points of 
pressing importance—it may serve for the in­
struction and guidance of all.

,,Later on ,,Cause and effect”  received its due 
meed of applause. The little pupils were greeted 
with repeated clapping, elicited by their simple 
and attractive manners worthy of born artists, 
each one performing his part to perfection. The 
audience followed the play with the greatest in­
terest and pleasure to the end. And this play was 
not selected at hazard, for by it fathers of families 
are taught the ruin caused by a mistaken educa­
tion and evil example.

,,The band executed its programme most success* 
fully; certainly these young musicians are capable 
of sustaining any test. We therefore heartily 
congratulate the Superior and all his staff which 
is accomplishing such good work among the young 
population.

This morning His Excellency Mgr. the Delegate 
Apostolic came to return Don Rua’s visit, offering 
his best wishes for a good journey. We shall start 
soon via Messina . Syracuse , Malta , Syracuse , 
Messina, a tiresome round, but one which enables 
us to avoid quarantine.

X .

From Messina to Malta.

We were accompanied to the port of Alexandria 
by several gentlemen and confreres with two di­
visions of the boys of the Institute. Mgr. De Me- 
triades, who had accompanied us with Fr. Gatti 
from Bethlehem, was also with him on the steamer.

On the first day we were able to celebrate without 
difficulty: not so the following day. The writer 
succeeded in saying Mass; but owing to the rough 
sea, Don Rua contented himself with receiving 
Holy Communion. However, towards evening, 
thanks to God and Mary Help of Christians, to 
whom we turned with heartfelt supplications, the 
sea grew calm, so that our Superior decided on 
reminding our fellow passengers that the next day 
would be Sunday and that, owing to the kindness 
of the Captain they would be able to hear Mass in 
the second class reading-room. His announcement 
was well received, for a good number of the pas­
sengers profited of the opportunity to fulfil their 
obligation.

At Messina.

After three days on sea, the loftiest peak of Ca­
labria and that of Btna, covered with snow, came 
in sight, and then the coast-line where, after a while, 
we could distinguish the towns and villages, amongst 
others Bova Marina with its Seminary under the 
care of the Salesians, and Reggio Cajabria, on seeing 
which we sorrowfully breathed a prayer for the soul 
of the lamented Cardinal Portanova,lately deceased. 
After executing a long round to the left the vessel 
entered the port of Messina. Here there was 110 
one waiting for us: our brethren thought Don Rua 
would go direct to M alta, so their pleasure at the 
visit was somewhat damped by their being un­
prepared with a suitable welcome.

That same evening Don Rua went to pay his 
respects to the Archbishop and spent some time 
at the Festive Oratory , well pleased at the numbers 
and regular attendance of the boys, and assisted 
also at a meeting of Don Bosco’s Club. Next morn­
ing having said Mass, we set out for A ll M arina, 
which we left again at 1.30 p. 111. At the station of

Taormina

a pleasant surprise awaited us. On that day the 
boys of the Institute of St.Francis of Sales at Catania 
were having their annual outing. Those 220 sturdy 
youths, preceded by their band of Musicians, 
having traversed the silent city, went to the station 
and, taking their places in the train, in due time 
reached Taormina, where they ascended the steep 
acclivity having been kindly united by Miss Ils to her 
splendid villa, and after Mass, had joyfully disper­
sed themselves over the pleasant grounds, where at
10 o’clock they had breakfasted. Then they went 
to the Greek theatre where the A nimus, the flourish- 
ing gymnastic section of the Institute, gave a fine 
gymnastic display, and finally, they had returned 
to the station to proceed to Acireale, where they 
were to halt for dinner, when at the station of Taor­
mina they caught sight of Don Rua in the train. 
Our Superior General also saw them and left his 
carriage. It  was a touching scene! From the 
little boys of the elementary school to the youths 
of the upper classes, all crowded round him with 
filial affection,each one striving to kiss his hand 
and speak to him, whilst he had a word and a
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smile for every one. But the voice of the Director 
promptly recalled them, for they must take their 
places in the train for Arireale! However they 
succeeded in inducing Don Rua to leave the train 
with them, and, preceded by the news of his coming, 
he had a most imposing and unlooked for reception 
at the flourishing College of S. Michael directed by 
the Philippine Fathers.

Acireale

The Very Rev. Father Leonardi, Superior of the 
House, of the College and of the Festive Oratory, 
had stationed his hundred boys in true military 
array at the entrance to the Institute; and here and 
there had affixed placards along the way with Viva 
S. F ilip p o ! Viva Don Bosco! Viva Don Rua! The 
dinner was at 5-30. A fine hall had been prepared 
for our 220 pupils with Don Rua and their Supe­
riors. The boys of St. Michael’s College sang a 
hymn and then speeches were made by the Very 
Rev. Father Leonardi, by some of our old pupils, 
attracted by the presence of Don Rua and their 
school-fellows, by several pupils of St. Michael’s 
College and of our own. During dinner the Domi­
nican, Franciscan and Jesuit Fathers and the Su­
periors of the Seminary came to visit Don Rua and 
had a hearty reception. The enthusiasm was un­
controllable and broke out again at the speech 
of Don Rua who, in referring to the hope expressed 
that he might again be present on a similar happy 
occasion, said that on account of his age, he could 
not promise himself such a pleasure, but invited 
them all to meet him one day in heaven.

The finishing stroke was added to their hap­
piness, when at the end of dinner a telegram was 
received from His Lordship the Bishop of the Dio­
cese, Mgr. Arista, announcing from Rome his par­
ticipation in the Feast and blessing Don Rua and 
the invited guests. It was quite a memorable oc­
casion.

At Malta.

We reached the port of Valletta about eleven 
o’clock at night. At once the Custom house In­
spector came on board and sought out Don Rua to 
inform him that the Director Fr. O’Grady had 
been down to the port so many times and at that 
moment he was not there. But Mgr. Farugia and 
his brother, a priest, were there and received Don 
Rua with great joy; notified by telephone Fr. O’Gra­
dy soon arrived with Signor Alfonso M. Galea, the 
Hon. Sammeto and the Prefect of our house. We 
reached Sliema after midnight.

The following morning Don Rua was welcomed 
with much affection by the good pupils of the In­
stitute; afterwards he paid visits to His Excellency 
the Governor of the Island and, in the absence of 
the Archbishop to the Very Rev. Mgr. the Vicar 
General, both of whom received him with every 
attention. On the 7th he said Mass and was the 
guest until afternoon of the good Galea family, to 
whom we owe the new Institute, the opening cere­
mony of which took place the same evening.

The “ Juventutis domus.”

The splendid building bears the name of , Ju v e n ­
tutis Domus"  and has been erected according to the 
most approved plans both as regards architecture 
and hygiene. It provided not only dormitories 
and class-rooms, but also splendid halls for reading, 
and debating, as well as for gymnastic exercises 
and dramatic entertainments.

The large theatre, capable of seating more than 
6100 persons, was on that evening crowded with a 
select audience. It  was presided over by His E x ­
cellency the Governor and Mr. Grant, by the Vicar 
General of the Diocese in his Prelate’s robes, Don 
Rua, Mgr. Farrugia and Heads of Departments, 
Honorable Councillors, and members of the nobi­
lity. Amongst these in the first row in a state of 
emotion and confusion, were to be seen Signor 
Galea and his wife. The ceremony opened with 
the reading of a telegram from the Holy Father, 
then the Director explained the object of the as­
sembly, after which the Vicar General gave the 
blessing novae domus adding words of praise and 
gratitude to the worthy founders: and finally His 
Excellency the Governor ascended the tribune 
from which, after a short and apposite speech in 
praise of Signor Galea, the Salesians and the Mal­
tese youth, he declared the Juventutis Domus open, 
and handed the keys to Don Rua.

The opening was followed by an academical en­
tertainment, to which I could not do justice were 
I to devote many pages to it; songs and music, re­
citations and speeches succeeded, one aonther, 
each perfect in its way. In conclusion Signor Galea 
said a few touching words in praise of the Christian 
education received from his parents, to which he 
ascribed the merit of the excellent work now com­
pleted. The crowd having dispersed, the mem­
bers of the Committee gathered round Don Rua for 
a few moments of friendly converse: he, after taking 
leave of the boys, accepted an invitation to supper 
at Valletta in the house of Mgr. Farrugia, who had 
invited many gentlemen, to do honour to the Suc­
cessor of Don Bosco. That same evening Don Rua 
went 011 board to return to Sicily. I t  was mid­
night when Fr. O’Grady and the Signor Galea bid 
us farewell after accompanying us on board.

At Syracuse and Catania.

Landing at Syracuse in the morning we pro­
ceeded to the Cathedral to say Holy Mass, intend­
ing afterwards to visit the Vicar General as we be­
lieved His Grace the Archbishop to be in Rome. 
You can therefore imagine our surprise when, after 
Mass, we saw, entering the Sacristy with several 
Canons and Seminarists, the Archbishop himself 
who, though on his way to preside at a religious 
function, as soon as he heard of Don R u a ’s arrival, 
came down to greet him and express his regret 
that he was prevented from attending him to the 
Archbishop’s House.

On reaching Catania we found at the station all 
the Salesian Directors of that Province who ac­
companied us to the Institute, where an entertain­
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ment was given to celebrate Don Rua's name-day. 
Around him were gathered Mgr. Riccioli, the Vicar 
General, several Canons, many religious, and a large 
number of gentlemen, amongst whom were several 
Professors from the University. The Animus gave 
a fine gymnastic display, after which Don Rua paid 
a visit to St. Philip, another of our schools.

At 3 o’clock we left Catania for the Peninsula.

X I.

In Calabria.

At the central station of Messina, many friends 
and two companies of our boys were awaiting us. 
These last hastened to the port and arrived there 
in time to give a welcome cheer, as Don Rua board­
ed the vessel, continuing their farewells whilst it 
sailed away.

At Reggio he was met by several clerics from the 
Seminary, who told us that, 'on the previous even­
ing, a larger number of their companions had been 
there awaiting Don Rua. At 11,30  p. m. we reached 
Soverato where the following morning was to take 
place the laying of the foundation stone of the 
Church and of the Salesian Institute, which is being 
erected through the munificence of the lamented 
Marchesa di Cassibile.

At Sorato — A  memorable ceremony.

Accordingly on Sunday morning, having said 
Mass iu the small but pretty village Church built 
by the Marchesa di Francia, sister of the deceased 
Marchesa di Cassible, Don Rua, vested in stole and 
cope, and surrounded by many of the clergy and 
inhabitants and by the principal personages of So­
verato, went in procession to the site of the Church 
now being built, where he performed the rite of 
blessing the first stone. In the cavity of the stone 
was placed a leaden case containing several coins 
of Victor Emmanuel III, the portraits of Don 
Bosco and of Don Rua, and some medals and pictu­
res of Mary Help of Christians, with an artistically 
executed parchment by Cavaliere Santacroce of 
Catania, giving an account of the ceremony.

The religious function being finished, Don Rua 
and the company tack the seats provided, whilst 
an eloquent and appropriate discourse was given 
by the Very Rev. Fr. Antony Condemi, arclipriest 
of Soverato. Don Rua thanked the orator for the 
expression of his feelings towards the munificent 
Marchesa di Cassibile; he spoke of the hopes en­
tertained of the speedy completion of that. Church, 
in which the good inhabitants of Sokerato would 
have every facility for fulfilling their religious duties 
and where a large number of boys would each day 
pour forth prayers to God for the eternal rest of 
her who had thus provided for the building of this 
home of learning and piety, and for him suifer- 
ing from illness, who had likewise done so 
much to benefit the young.

At the simple repast, served in the small tem­
porary dwelling of the Salesians, to which a few 
were invited, the Marchese Armando Lucifero and 
others drank Don Rua’s health, and he expressed

his grateful acknowledgments. Towards evening 
he visited the Festive Oratory, conversing fami­
liarly with the boys and giving to each a picture of 
Mary, Help of Christians.

At Borgia.

On the I I th he paid a visit to Baroness Scoppa 
and the Marchesa di Francia, going to S. Andrea 
where he said Mass and remained till the evening 
when he went to Borgia for the opening of our new 
Institute on the 12 th. There were present at the cere­
mony the Very Rev. the Archpriest with several 
ecclesiastics of that place and the neighbourhood, 
the Provincial Councellor Cavaliere Massara, the 
Syndic Signor Sgromma and other persons of note. 
The corridors of the new Institute were crammed; 
the temporary chapel could not contain another 
person. Having blessed the building, Don Rua 
celebrated the First Mass in the Chapel and during 
Mass addressed a few appropriate words to those 
present. There were many anxious to receive 
Holy Communion from his hands and, when Mass 
was over, they went to the sacristy to speak to 
him without giving him time to unvestl

When the function was over, to the sound of 
bands and the discharge of fire-arms, accompanied 
by the people and the authorities, we returned to 
the old house where the Archpriest and several 
ecclesiastics, and other co-operators sat down to 
table with us.

Towards half past nine in the evening we left 
Borgia in a carriage and at Catanzaro Marina we 
took the train for Rossano arriving at 3,15  in the 
morning.

At Rossano dell’Jonio.

His Grace the Most Rev. Mgr. Orazio Mazzella, 
Archbishop of Rossano dell’Lonio and nephew of the 
celebrated Cardinal Mazzella, had earnestly im­
plored of Don Rua to pay him a visit. The time 
being so limited we had little choice as to hours. 
A t the station the Archbishop’s carriage awaited 
us; at 4, 15 we were in the city, where immediately 
on our arrival we said Mass in the Archbishop’s 
chapel, after which we heard the Mass said by His 
Grace, who, later on, had a long conversation with 
Don Rua; and accompanied by the Archbishop we 
visited the Cathedral and the Seminary. Here our 
Superior conversed with the students„ to whom 
he gave fatherly advice and amongst whom the 
Archbishop wished him to stop the night in remem­
brance of his vist to Rossano.

Don Rua had now reached Italian soil 0n his 
homeward journey and he was constrained to make 
a halt at the many Salesian Houses which were 
passed en route. He finally reached Turin, giving 
thanks in the Sanctuary of Mary Help of Christians 
for the successful termination of his long and 
arduous journey.



LO N D O N  
The School.

Last month was an important 
one from the scholastic out­
look. The temporarily un­

settled state of youthful minds, consequent on 
return to school, or an introduction thereat, 
rapidly wore off and the studies for the opening 
term were seriously taken in hand. At the com­
mencement of the month the triduum was given 
to the boys; it consisted, mainly, of a course of 
three instructions suitable to their capacity and 
to the opening of the school year, and is inten­
ded as a kind of spiritual send-off which will 
supply directions and suggest good resolutions.

This month of November opened with an im­
portant event, the great event, in fact, of the 
first term. The 4th of November has now long 
traditions behind it as the feast day of the Very 
Rev. Fr. Provincial and Rector, and it obtains 
more importance and significance as the years go 
by and the school increases in numbers and in 
its connection with past students and friends. 
St. Charles’ day is therefore always suggestive 
of festivities and this year’s celebration was by 
no means behind hand. The evening before saw 
the commencement of the proceedings, when a 
gathering of boys and Community took the op­
portunity of offering their congratulations to 
Fr. Provincial and a select entertainment was 
given in his honour. On the following day So­
lemn High Mass was sung by Fr. Provincial, and 
this was followed by luncheon at which many 
representatives from other Houses were welcome 
guests. The day was brought to a close by a 
very successful production of a new School-play, 
which, both in its acting and smging deserved the 
applause bestowed upon it. The 4th of November 
had once more gone by, but by its memories 
and pleasant associations it has passed into that 
realm of reminiscences which will not fade away.

The Sacred Heart 
Church.

It seems scarcely a few years 
since the opening celebra­
tions of the Salesian Church 

of the Sacred Heart, attached to the London 
House; and yet we have now to record the fif­
teenth anniversary of the feast of the dedication. 
There was no falling off in the grandeur of the 
commemorations; the church looked at its best 
with the elaborate decorations of its altars and 
its candles burning before the consecration 
crosses. Many of the parishioners made it the 
occasion for approaching the Sacraments and 
all the services were well attended. The morn­
ing sermon was given by the Rev. A. Hawarden. 
S. C., who, dwelling on the Gospel of the day, 
the marriage feast, applied it to the occasion and 
urged his hearers to make the best use of the 
opportunities afforded them. In the evening 
a large congregation assembled. After the so­
lemn Vespers, the Very Rev. E. Muldoon, S. C. 
from Our House at Farnbourgh preached the 
sermon. He drew attention to the fact that the 
workings of Divine Providence have continually 
resulted in a leaning, a condescension on the 
part of God towards men. This was developed 
in a very interesting manner from such examples 
as His mercy to a chosen few at the deluge, His 
choice of a particular people, His crowning act 
in the Incarnation and Redemption, and finally 
divising means to stay with us, though returning 
to His Father; more than this, the multiplication 
of His presence in our midst, his abode being the 
Churches where he deigns to dwell in loving con­
descension.

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament closed 
the celebrations, which had all been rendered 
more worthy of the occasion by the special 
music beautifully rendered by an excellent 
Choir.
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The work which was set on 
foot about three years ago for 
the benefit of the Polish emi­

grants in London has met with great success. 
A large edifice was fortunately secured in the 
district which is peopled to a considerable extent 
by the emigrant Poles, and its central hall was 
converted into a church. This was dedicated 
to St. Casimir, the great Polish Patron, and is 
attended every week almost to overflowing. 
Indeed so often has the accommodation been 
sorely taxed that the need of a larger church 
is seriously occupying the minds of the priests in 
charge and also of the congregation, though 
nothing definite in that direction is yet arranged. 
But it is not only the local population that finds 
its way to the Church of St. Casimir. The de­
votion of the Polish people to their religion and 
their fervour in its practice is well-known, and 
this is clearly evidenced b}̂  the piety displayed 
by them at their church services; and what is 
more, not a few come every Sunday from a dis­
tance, even making a two hours’ journey in order 
to assist in their own church at services con­
ducted in their own tongue.

The zeal of the priests in charge has led them 
to do more than the customary Sunday services. 
In one of the rooms attached, the people have 
opportunity of reading newspapers from their 
own country, conveniently laid out for their 
perusal, so that on the evenings of the week and 
for some time on Sundays they can meet together 
and discuss their common interests and projects. 
The children are also gathered together on some 
evenings to be instructed in their religion and 
prepared for the Sacraments. The Director has 
more far-reaching views still. As several cases 
have come under his notice of emigrants finding 
themselves alone, unknown and lost on the Lon­
don streets, he is proposing to lodge and feed 
such deserving cases for a few days until they 
have secured work and a lodging of their own. 
This proposal he intends to send to the newspa­
pers in Poland so that immigrants may corres­
pond with him before coming, if they have no 
friends or acquaintance to depend upon. In 
this and other ways the mission in the East End 
will become a central station for the Polish Im­
migrants, to which they may turn for direction 
as well as for spiritual assistance.

A great event has recently been celebrated in 
the Church of the Institute. The High Altar 
had for sometime been adorned with a picture of

Our Lady, but this has now been substituted 
by another sent direct from Poland, and is an 
authentic copy of a picture widely venerated 
in that country and claiming to be a copy of the 
painting of Our Lady by St. Luke. This has 
been fixed in an elaborately worked frame and 
is provided with a curtain, which, according to 
a Polish custom, is only removed during Mass. 
On the occasion referred to this picture was so­
lemnly blessed by the Very Rev. Fr. Provincial 
who celebrated the solemn High Mass. The 
special services, the eloquence of the preacher, 
and the view of the venerated picture combined 
to produce the effect of stirring up the devotion 
of the good Polish people to a high pitch, and 
they had come in their hundreds to be present 
at the festivities. It is to be hoped that nothing 
will occur to retard the progress of the mission 
which seems to be destined to accomplish great 
things.

Although the new church is 
not yet opened, the Testac- 

cian Quarter can already boast of a well-attended 
Festive Oratory, which for some time past has 
had the religious training of the young, espe­
cially boys and young men, in a flourishing con­
dition. His Eminence Cardinal Gennari lately 
showed his interest in the work by presiding at 
the patronal feast of the Oratory. He celebrated 
the early Mass at which there was a general Com­
munion, m l  about twenty of the boys had the 
happiness of receiving their First Communion 
on that occasion. His Eminence addressed the 
large congregation that had assembled, and both 
boys and adults were deeply moved by his fa­
therly kindness and encouraging words. The 
Cardinal also administered the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. For the repast which followed 
the boys were accommodated in the new hall 
which has been provided for the use of the Festive 
Oratory in the new group of buildings which 
compose the new Sanctuary of Santa Maria Li- 
beratrice. The Pontifical Schools which are 
adjoining had their prize-giving on the same day. 
His Eminence Cardinal Martinelli presided, and 
a short programme was gone through as a pre­
liminary. When this was over a space was 
cleared, and the members of the gymnastic club 
of the Oratory made their appearance. The 
exercises performed were up to a high standard 
and were highly applauded, especially as this

T h e  Polish  

M ission.

R om e.
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was the club’s first public display, it having been 
organised only a few months back.

Speaking of the gymnastic clubs attached to 
the Festive Oratories, it may be remarked that 
there is scarcely any Salesian School in Italy 
which cannot boast of a well equipped and well- 
trained team, to represent the school in public 
and private displays. The fact that no less than 
sixteen of our schools took part in the sports 
Exhibition lately given in the Vatican Gardens 
before the Pope suffices of itself to show that

which the Nuns are imparting to tneir young 
protégés.

No month passes without 
distinguished visitors to the 

Oratory at Turin, drawn there by the fame of 
the Ven. Don Bosco, or by the extension of his 
work in distant lands. Three distinguished 
Co-operators were among the latest of the Ora­
tory guests one being the Bishop of Spalato in

ROME, Tcstaccio. —  F estive  Oratory of S. Maria Liberatrice.

they are well to the front in the athletic mo­
vement which has of late become so prominent 
in schools abroad.

While touching on the work in the Holy City 
mention should be made of the catechism com­
petition held in the parochial church of S. Do­
rotea, for the girls under the direction of the 
Nuns of Mary Help of Christians. Many distin­
guished members of the clergy and laity were 
present and in the intervals some excellent 
sacred motets were rendered by the higher girls. 
The Osservatore Romano speaks in terms of the 
highest encomium of the result of the catechism 
competition and of the excellent training

Dalmatia who had come in person to urge the 
requests he had formerly made for a Salesian 
House in his diocese. His Grace the Archbishop 
of San Domingo in the West Indies was another 
visitor. He has long been a member of the As­
sociation of Co-operators and had come to see 
with his own eyes what was already familiar to 
him from his reading. A third distinguished 
guest was His Lordsihp Mgr. Bisleti, Majordomo 
to His Holiness and Maestro di Camera. He had 
a long interview with our Superior General and 
visited both the school and Sanctuary of Our 
Lady Help of Christians.

T h e  Oratory.
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An interesting item comes to 
us from Barcelona. We have 

had occasion to mention previously in our co­
lumns the work directed by our confrères on the 
eminence known as Mt. Tibidabo on the out­
skirts of the city. There is at present in course 
of erection a monumental sanctuary which is 
to represent the homage of Catholic Spain to the 
Sacred Heart. Their Royal Highnesses, Prin­
cess Maria and Prince Ferdinand of Bavaria, 
lately visited the mount and were conducted 
over the works after having been made acquain­
ted with the origin and purpose of the Sanctuary.

In 1885 two workmen climbed the hill, and 
in their ascent they, broke off a branch of blos­
soms from a bush, to offer it to the Sacred Heart, 
and promised to repeat this modest act of ho­
mage and devotion every year. In 1886, the 
following year, Don Bosco visited Barcelona, 
and the summit of this mountain was offered to 
him. The Salesians built a small chapel there 
and undertook to serve it. The pilgrimage of 
the two men had a wonderful increase in num­
bers and now began to assume considerable pro­
portions, becoming quite a recognised annual 
celebration. The band from one of the Salesian 
Schools in the vicinity accompanies the pil­
grims, and Mass is said in the open air on the 
summit. These pilgrimages gave rise to the 
idea of erecting a suitable church, and this at 
last took the form of a monumental Sanctuary 
to be dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
It will therefore rank with the great temples 
th at have been raised by the Salesians and their 
Co-operators in other Capitals such as the two 
Churches in Rome, that at Turin and Buenos 
Aires.

Notice to C o - o p e r a t o r s .

I. Co-operators are kindly asked to always 
send their new address to Turin, with the old 
printed one whenever they change their place 
of abode.

II. Co-operators who have not yet received 
the Diploma of the Association are requested 
to apply for it as soon as possible.

III. Co-operators are desired to send us 
the names of their deceased relatives in order 
to  obtain the prayers of the members of the 
Association.

INDULGENCES 
which may be gained  by the C o-operators

The following plenary indulgences may be 
gained by all the Co-operators who, having 
confessed and communicated, shall make a 
visit to a Church or public chapel, 01* in the 
case of communities a private chapel, and pray 
for the intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff.

Every mon th .

1. On any one day at the choice of the 
associate.

2. On the day the monthly exercise of a good 
death is made.

3. Whenever the Co-operators shall say 
five times the Our Father, H ail Mary, and 
Glory be to the Father for the welfare of Christ­
endom, and once the same prayers for the 
intentions of the Holy Father they may gain 
the indulgences of the Stations in Rome, of 
the Portiuncula, of Jerusalem and of St. James 
of Compostella; these indulgences, moreover, 
are all applicable to the Holy Souls in Pur­
gatory and can be gained by the Co-opera­
tors as often as the prayers are said, as long 
as they are in the grace of God.

In the month of December.

1. Dec. 8th The Immaculate Conception.
2. Dec. 25th The N ativity of Our Lord.

It would be well to call to mind:
1st that the indulgences granted to the 

Salesian Co-operators are all applicable to 
the holy souls in Purgatory;

2nd That to obtain them, the present Holy 
Father has prescribed the daily recital of 
the Our Father, H ail Mvry, and Glory be to 
the Father, for the intentions of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, and the invocation: St Francis of Sales, 
pray for us. These prayers are the ordinary 
ones undertaken by all Co-operators at the 
time of their enrolment, and the Pope com­
mands them by way of reminder.

The complete list o f  indulgences and privi­
leges mav be found in the issue o f  January 
190 5 , o r  in  the Co-operator's manual.

Barcelona
Spain.



News fromthe missions

Matto G rosso (B ra zil)

A triumph of Christianity.
Notes of the journey of the band of m usicians 

from the Colony of the S . Heart.

Our readers will remember the interest-
i n g  news which Fr. Balzola gave us in 

his last letter. The zealous Missionary 
told us that the Provincial of our Missions in 
Matto Grosso, being encouraged and aided by 
the Government, had decided to send to the 
National Exhibition at Rio Janeiro the little 
Indians forming the band of musicians of the 
Colony of the S. Heart.

This pleasing idea has already been carried 
out. Father Malan with his little Bororos is 
actually in Rio Janeiro! So far we have not 
received any news from our brethren, but we 
have been delighted to read in the newspapers of 
Montevideo of Buenos Ayres and ofS. Paulo the 
excellent impression produced by the journey of 
this interesting band.

Therefore, whilst awaiting a fuller and more 
intimate account of this musical event, we shall 
now give our Co-operators a few specimens from 
the above mentioned papers.

At Montevideo.
I) Jaurney of thé band of Musicians consisting of little 

Indians through Montevideo— The Brazilian Government 
and the civilisation of the Indians.

From the E l Bien, of Montevideo:
We have now to publish an incident which 

perhaps has no precedent in history. A band 
of little Indians .of the tribe Bororôs-Coroados 
from the forests of Matto Grosso have first ar­
rived by the steamer Estrella.

They are in the charge of the Rev. Fr. Malan, 
Superior of the Salesian Missions in those regions. 
They are all between eight and sixteen years of 
age, educated during the last four years in the 
Colony of the Sacred Heart, founded by these

Missionaries on the banks of the Araguaya and 
its affluents, to the east of Cuyaba.

The Brazilian Government, recognizing the 
great work of civilization carried out by the Sa- 
lesians, gives them every encouragement: and 
now, on the occasion of the opening of the Na­
tional Exhibition at Rio Janeiro, it is defraying 
the cost of the journey of these little Indians, 
who, trained as a band of musicians, will en­
tertain the visitors with their harmonious strains.

By this voyage a double end is attained that 
of placing before the eyes of all the results of the 
Missions, and of displaying for the first time be­
fore the wondering gaze of these poor Indians the 
greatness and the progress of their own country, 
Brazil.

We have asked for information regarding the 
state of these little artists of the tropical forests, 
and we have been assured that under the di­
rection of the Missionaries they have made won­
derful progress. Not only do they understand 
Portuguese fairly well, but they are beginning 
also to read and write it. Hitherto they have 
been usefully employed in learning various trades 
such as that of the carpenter, the blacksmith 
the tailor, etc.

Probably they will remain as our guests for 
some days, awaiting the steamer which is to take 
them to Rio Janeiro and we shall not fail to put 
ourselves in communication with them, hasten­
ing to transmit our personal impressions to our 
readers.

Meanwhile, we offer our welcome to these 
Bororos-Coroados and offer our cordial congratu­
lations to the Salesian Missionaries on their 
work of civilization, and to the Government for 
their highly patriotic and humanitarian co­
operation.

IF) Arrival at the Professional Schools of Don Bosco.

It was four o’clock in the afternoon when they 
arrived in good order at the Professional Schools 
of Don Bosco. They wore their uniform, with 
their musical instruments strapped on, and seem­
ed pleased to enter the school where they were 
sure of a welcome.

There are just twenty-one of these boys; sym­
bolizing by this number the twenty states of the 
Brazilian Federation and the Federal District. 
At their head walked the two Salesians who have 
been their musical instructors.
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Having crossed the threshold, the Band of the 
Professional Schools struck up a lively march of 
welcome. The little Indians responded with an­
other march. It  was a solemn and touching 
moment. These young children several of 
whom only quitted the life of their native forests 
a few months ago, played their instruments, 
eliciting general and enthusiastic applause, 
which the little musicians accepted joyfully. 
The reporters of the daily press were there, seek­
ing information and taking photographs. On 
all sides one heard expressions of admiration and 
of kindly welcome for the little guests.

These then visited the establishment. They 
showed great interest in the workshops where 
they saw as many boys intent Nupon their work; 
and they gazed in wonder on the machinary which 
was an absolute novelty to them. Afterwards 
they dispersed through the playgrounds and 
made acquaintance with the other pupils.

At Buenos Ayres.
Excellent impressions. — Various visits.— At the Arch­

bishop’s house.

From E l Nuevo Templo de S. Carlos :
The College of Pius IX  and the whole neigh­

bourhood of S. Carlo were enlivened for four 
memorable days by the melodious strains from 
the band of twenty-one little Bororós-Coroados 
Indians of Matto Grosso on their way to Rio J  a- 
neiro. They are to take part in the National 
Exhibition, and will also make their appearance 
in the festivities of the Salesian Society on the 
14th Ju ly  in celebration of the 25th anniversary 
of their first Institute founded in Brazil.

The readers of the Salesian Bulletin are aware 
of the remarkable progress of the Missions 
amongst the Indians of Matto Grosso, now ga­
thered together in three flourishing Colonies, 
that of the S. Heart (to which our little Indians 
belong), that of Mary Immaculate, and the more 
recent Colony of St. Joseph, which by its situa­
tion links the others with the central house of 
Cuyabá. The school at this last mentioned town 
has earned such distinction in the educational 
world, that it is entitled to confer degrees on 
both internal and external students.

We have admired the good-manners and the 
piety of these little Indians, already so well 
trained in the school routine as to serve as ex­
amples to our pupils and to the faithful of the 
parish who heard them say their prayers toge­
ther in Portuguese and saw fifteen of themr eceive 
Holy Communion and serve Mass devoutly., 
afterwards writing letters to their families and 
showing the greatest interest in their own trades 
when visiting the Professional Schools of Al­
magro.

After having visited the Brazilian Legation 
and the Consulate to pay their respects to the 
authorities, they went to see the Salesian Colleges 
of Boca, of Mater Misericordiae, of Bernal and of 
St. Francis of Sales, everywhere giving a sample 
of their musical skill. They played several 
pieces also at the Archiépiscopal Palace, where 
several ladies belonging to the Committee of the 
Salesian Co-operators were assembled. His 
Grace the Metropolitan conversed familiarly 
with them in Portuguese, and accompanied 
them in person during their visit to the cathe­
dral, where he was pleased to hear them pray 
aloud before the Blessed Sacrament and finally 
on returning to his palace he regaled them with 
refreshment showing special kindness to the 
little ones who will never forget His Grace’s' 
goodness to them.

At San Paulo.
Another correspondent says: Today the band 

will pay their respects to His Grace the Arch­
bishop, the President of the State, and the Pre­
fect of the Municipality.

The twenty-one little Indians reached the 
Archiépiscopal Palace about 2,30 p. m., ac­
companied by Fr. Anthony Malan and Fr. Charles 
Peretto. After playing a selection the oldest of 
the little band, the Indian Michael Magone, 
made the following speech:

,,M y Lord Archbishop,
In the name of my companions here present, 

the first fruits of that Christian education which 
the Cross alone can give us, I come to offer our 
respects to Your Grace.

Receiving this dear proof of our education, be 
pleased also to accept the protestation of our 
filial and entire submission to the Divine Autho­
rity of which you are the representative and the 
assurance of our perseverance in these senti­
ments.

Then they all kissed the Archbishop’s ring and 
he gave to all a souvenir, conversing a long time 
with them. The good Prelate showed the great­
est interest in our compatriots of the forests and 
enquired kindly about their education and their 
satisfactory progress. Then he offered them 
some refreshment and after conversing affably 
with each one he gave them his blessing. The 
little musicians, having played another sonata, 
retired leaving a most agreeable impression not 
only on those present at their visit, but also on 
the great crowd in front of the archiépiscopal 
palace.

On the occasion of their visit to the President 
of the State, the Bororo Giacomo made the fol­
lowing speech:
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,,Your Excellency,
Coming from the woods, the first-fruits of true 

education, I and my companions are enchanted 
and can scarcely contain ourselves in behold­
ing the civilization which surrounds and fasci­
nates us. Now over this region we behold you 
the President and in you we recognize the autho­
rity which presides over the progress of the 
people of this State, an honoured successor of 
those conquerors whose renown reached even 
to our forests.

Through Religion and under the guidance of 
that authority which we are beginning to under­
stand, we also, who till yesterday adorned our 
heads with feathers will in a short time, become 
a civilized people.

After the President’s reply the band played 
several pieces.

Amongst the little Bororos there are some not 
yet baptized. There is one, Robert, whose 
mother was assassinated by the tribe of Cayapos 
who live on the other side of Rio das Mortes. 
Another Mark Bons-Annos, was wounded in the 
head in the same fight.

The President has asked that the band may 
perform during our preparatory Exhibition, and 
it will probably play at one o’clock on Sunday 
in the Pavilion of the Corso Tiradentes.

At the Office of the “ San Paulo” .

Last evening we had the pleasure of receiving 
a visit from the indefatigable Fr. Malan accom­
panied by three of his Bororos.

The eldest, Michael Magone, of lofty stature 
and son of a cacique, seems proud of his birth. 
Graceful in manner and at the same time reserved 
yet answering readily, Michael is of the greatest 
assistance to Fr. Malan in the work of civilizing 
the savages, over whom he has obtained great 
influence, since his visit to Europe about two 
years ago.

The second, Faustino Marengo, appears to be 
more timid and constantly lost in thought.

Dominic de Campos, the youngest, of true 
Japanese type, pleased us the most. A diligent 
observer, he wants to know everything, and we 
were delighted to watch him with his plump 
little free and intelligent eyes standing enraptur­
ed before our printing press ” .

To our enquiries about the objects in the 
forests with which he was familiar, he replied 
promptly giving us the names in his mother 
tongue. He is the drummer of the little band of 
Musicians.

Thus we have had before our eyes the magni­
ficent results of the apostolic labours of the con­
freres of Fr. Malan, who with wonderful simpli­
city answered all our questions regarding his

great civil and religious undertaking. It would 
seem that for these self sacrificing Salesians there 
is nothing more natural than traversing forests, 
overcoming all kinds of obstacles and encounter­
ing dangers of every description, with the sole 
object of winning to Christ souls yet under the 
bondage of Satan.

The visit of Fr. Malan and his Bororos has 
been a great consolation to us. The recollection 
that the religion, for which we also are work­
ing, can inspire such great works and gain such 
lofty victories will be to us a great alleviation 
amidst the inevitable thorns of this life !

Ecuador.
Easter amongst the faithful

of the Vicariate of Mendez and Gualaquiza,
(.Letter from Fr. Giovanni M. Giner).

Gualnquiza
Very Rev. Don Rua,
am happy to inform you of the pleas- 
'm& resu^ s mY visit to the centres 
of civilization in this Vicariate, with 

the view of giving the scattered inhabitants an 
opportunity of fulfilling their Easter duties.

At one day’s journey from this residence one 
finds several houses scattered amongst the hills 
and forming small settlements. The inhabitants 
are very few, but they are generally true to their 
religion and I had a proof of this in their atten­
dance at the religious services w^hich I held in 
succession, at each centre during the week’s 
mission. I can affirm, that amongst the ninety 
families inhabiting the above-named villages, 
not one failed to comply with the Easter precept.

And this is all the more worthy of praise when 
one remembers the difficulties which have to be 
overcome, on account of the bad roads and the 
prolonged rains in these tropical regions.

I stopped a day and a half in each place. On 
my arrival, I sought the most central house for 
the exercise of the Sacred Ministry. The news 
of the Missionary’s coming, without any bell, 
was at once conveyed to the most distant huts, 
and when all were assembled the rosary was 
recited, followed by the singing of the litany, 
then a short instruction, after which I heard 
confessions. When the confessions were ovei 
three Hail Maries were said and I wished good­
night to all.

Early next morning these good Christians had 
assembled and, whilst they sang hymns I said Holy 
Mass. The altar was poor, but devotion seemed 
to supply for all that was materially wanting.
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And now, may I beg of you to join with'me 
in thanking Mary Help of Christians, for her 
gracious and constant help. Once I fell from a 
height of about twenty'-five feet but my thoughts 
turning immediately to the Holy Family for 
help I escaped without injury from this evi­
dent danger. What would the poor Missio­
nary do without help from Heaven!

I ask a special blessing for this mission and 
for myself and remain:

Your devoted son in J .  C.
G i o v a n n i  M. G i n e r ,  

Salesian Missionary.

C e n tr a l Patagonia
A T CHUBUT

Consoling new s.— The new School.— An 
expedition of 2.500 m iles—Another fruit­
ful Mission.

(From the „ Cruz del Sur” of Rawson).

Th e  Cruz del Sur is a small weekly paper 
issued by the Mission of Central Pa­
tagonia, or to be more accurate of the 

Territory of Chubut. Lively and varied, with 
instructive and attractive articles, its telegraphic 
summary of the more important events in all 
parts of the world and the chief local news, it 
fulfils a real Mission and is of undoubted utility 
to the inhabitants of Rawson, Trelew and other 
centres of the Territory. From this small but 
interesting paper we have gathered some consol­
ing details.

The progress of the Mission during these last 
months has been remarkable. The new Chapel 
of Trelew, of which we have already spoken, 
having been opened and provided with bells by 
the exertions of an active ladies’ Committee, 
there is now a project on foot for building a new 
parish church at Rawson, the capital of the Ter­
ritory and for this also a Committee has been 
formed.

Several ladies have joined the Pious Union 
of the Salesian Co-operators for the purpose of 
promoting the fulfilment of religious duties and 
the education of the young. As a result the 
Feast of Mary Help of Christians was celebrated 
with unusual splendour not only on account of 
the concourse of the faithful frequenting the 
Church services, but also from the members who 
approached the Holy Sacraments. On that 
day twenty-four boys and girls made their First- 
Communion; and a brilliant entertainment mu­

sical and literary was given at the school of the 
Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians.

The Schools of the Mission, both those for 
boys under the Salesians, and those for girls 
under the Daughters of Mary, Help of Christians, 
are most flourishing. The first-named have also 
a band of musicians, a Schola Cantorum or clioir 
and a dramatic society; these have also a school- 
theatre.

Our Confreres opened on the afore-mentioned 
feast an additional building for school purposes. 
After solemn Mass, the Superior of the Mission 
accompanied by the Governor, and his wife, who 
acted as sponsors, performed the Ceremony of 
Blessing the New buildings.

The edifice, erected in conformity with the best 
hygienic rules, consists of a dormitory, three 
class-rooms, a small theatre and a spacious cor­
ridor in which is erected a fine statue of Mary, 
Help of Christians. In the buildings formerly 
used as class-rooms, several work-shops will be 
opened next year.

The Daughters of Mary Help of Christians at 
the beginning of the scholastic year opened 111 
Rawson a new Infant School, and now they are 
building a Boarding-school for the neighbouring 
town of Trelew.

The country Mission also, notwithstanding 
the insufficiency of the staff, are not neglected 
and do not fail to produce consoling fruits. This 
year the missionary Fr. Ludovico Dabrowsky 
from the beginning of January to the first-half 
of April, made an expedition of about 2,500 
miles touching at a large number of settlements.

The fruits of this apostolic excursion were 
329 Baptisms, including 200 of the natives, 450 
Confirmations and 22 marriages.

Another important Mission was given in the 
prisons of Rawson by the missionary Fr. Francis 
Mattana, who is now displaying in the Territory 
of Chubut the same zeal which he exercised for 
so many years amongst the Jivaros of Ecuador. 
Throughout the month of May, he gave confe­
rences on religion and morality three times a 
week to the prisoners, and during the last week, 
assisted by the Superior of the Mission, Fr. Vac- 
china, he gave them the Spiritual Exercises. 
At the closing function, during the* Mass cele­
brated by Fr. Mattana six members of our school 
band played religious music and the little Schola 
Cantorum sang several motets. The prisoners 
seemed very earnest and devout. Almost all 
had been to Confession and many received Holy 
Communion. All were greatly pleased with 
the Mission as was testified by a letter sent by 
twenty of them to the Superior expressing then 
heartfelt gratitude.
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Help of Christians

W e  are persuaded; th at no aid but that o f H eaven  can avail us in the sorrow ful 

vicissitu des o f our day, and th at especially through the intercession o f H er w ho  

in every age has proved H erself the H elp of C hristians.

al l  the Co-operators are invited to take 
part in spirit in the special devotions 
which are held in the Sanctuary on the 

24th of the month.
Besides their own particular intentions they 

are asked this month to pray for the welfare of 
His Holiness Pope Pius X . the commemorations 
for whose jubilee will be completed this month.

The Patrona! Feast.
It would be a lengthy task to attempt to 

chronicle all the celebrations that marked the 
keeping of the Patronal Feast; we have inserted 
some in former issues, dealing mainly with the 
more important centres of Salesian activity. 
The ancient city of Bobbio in the North of Italy, 
though for ages the seat of a Bishopric and claim­
ing a long line of illustrious prelates, is not so 
conservative as to be in any way behindhand in 
the work of the Co-operators or in the spread 
of the devotion to Our Lady Help of Christians. 
A  procession through the ancient streets of the 
city was the principal event of the celebrations, 
and after it His Lordship the Bishop gave the 
discourse for the occasion, treating 011 the de­
votion to Our Lady Help of Christians in con­
nexion with the Ven. Don Bosco’s work. His 
flock greatly appreciated the words of their 
Pastor which will go far to increase the devotion 
in the .hearts of his hearers.

A t Tento, His Grace Archbishop Cagliero was 
the officiating prelate. Although the school 
has been flourishing in that town for the last 
twenty years, it was the first time His Grace had 
visited it, and large gatherings were accordingly 
witnessed at the various services. He gave the

PIUS pp. x.

first Communion and administered the Sacra­
ment of Confirmation to some of the boys of the 
Salesian School, and presided at the Conference 
which was given by one of our missionaries and 
dealt mainly with the interesting work of the 
missions in other lands. After adding a few 
words at the close His Grace gave the Bene-* 
diction.

In Spain and Portugal there were special com­
memorations in various towns, notably at Sarria 
and Barcelona, where processions were held, and 
at Malaga where 110 fewer than a hundred and
five children made their First Communion, 
Lisbon was not behindhand. A fine literary enter- 
entertainment was given in the afternoon, Sig. 
Torres being the chief speaker. Out in the 
Azores the day was kept with special solemnity, 
His Lordship the Bishop pontificating.

Nichteroy in Brazil is representative of the 
great strides that the Co-operators have made 
in the new world in connexion with this devo­
tion and with Don Bosco’s work generally. At 
the foot of the monument which has been erected 
at Nictheroy a grand manifestation was held 
and a procession crowned the proceedings. Ba­
hia however had the honour of the Archbishop’s 
presence and the Primate himself gave the con­
ference to the Co-operators. From the towns 
our attention is drawn to the forests, which al­
though not yet penetrated by white men, already 
re-echo with the praise of the mother of God, 
and have received the blessing of Our Lady 
Help of Christians. In fact the Indian tribes learn 
to sing the hymns of Our Lady as soon as they 
have acquired any knowledge of the faith, and 
much of the work of their training and teaching
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and converting has been considerably aided by 
the favours received from Her in these far off 
places.

Villa Colon, one of our earliest Houses in Uru­
guay, has long been a centre of this devotion, 
and just previous to the keeping of the feast the 
Bishop of a neighbouring town conducted four 
thousand of his boys and young men on a sort 
of pilgrimage to the Sanctuary in Villa Colon. 
The other South American states display similar 
enthusiasm in this regard and many of then have 
already started a periodical of their own dealing 
with this devotion and topics connected with it.

Bogotá, the Capital of Venezuela, appears to 
have surpassed itself on this years festival. The 
Provincial of Our Houses in that Republic writes: 
,,On the eve of the feast the fine statue of the 
Help of Christians was transferred privately to 
the Metropolitan Church and placed on a special 
throne erected by the Association of Our Lady 
Help of Christians. About seven in the evening 
all the houses in the neighbourhood of the Sa- 
lesian Church were illuminated, while in front of 
the Metropolitan Church, a military band, sent 
by the minister of War played suitable selections 
for the solemn occasion. The following day had 
been prepared for as one of General Communion, 
and from 5. a. m. till midday, at about every 
half hour when Mass was celebrated, the altar- 
rails were thronged, and three priests, had at 
times to give Holy Communion, so as to cope 
with the numbers. At 9. a. m. the Cathedral 
presented an imposing spectacle. In the central 
nave reserved places were occupied by many of 
the Government ministers, and by members of 
the Archconfraternity. The aisles were occu­
pied by schools and colleges directed by religious 
and seculars, the remainder being filled to over­
flowing by an immense concourse. His Grace 
Archbishop Ragonesi, Apostolic Delegate and 
Envoy Extraordinary, pontificated at the High 
Mass. A choir of a hundred voices from the choir 
of the Salesian school gave Meurer’s Mass and 
at the Gospel the Very Rev. Canon and Director 
of the University of Rosario gave the sermon 
which was equal to the Orator’s great reputation 
and to the theme with which he dealt. Do- 
gliani’s Corona Aurea performed by three choirs 
had an extraordinary and charming effect. In

order to bring the statue back to Our Church, a 
procession had been organised through the prin­
cipal streets, and an immesnse concourse formed 
the escort, including the first dignitaries of the 
state, civil and military. The minister of the 
Interior, representing the President, carried the 
principal banner. General Reys, himself, as­
sisted from the balcony of theGovernment House 
and the Minister of war had provided both mili­
tary bands and an escort of soldiers as a guard 
of honour.

 

GRA CES and FAVOURS
Ireland. — I beg to publish the expression 

of my deepest gratitude for a favour obtained 
through the intercession of Our Lady Help 
of Christians. I enclose an offering for the 
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice at the Shrine 
according to my intentions.

August. 1908.
Anonymous.

Coleraine (Ireland).— I enclose a thank offer­
ing for a favour received after prayers to Our 
Lady Help of Christians and the Sacred Heart. 
I would ask you publish the favour in accor­
dance with my promise.

K. C.

Liverpool.—I wish you to publish in the B u l­
letin my heartfelt thanks for many important 
favours received through the intercession of Our 
Lady Help of Christians. A thank offering is 
enclosed.

A Child of Mary.

W estmeath (Ireland).— I beg to fulfil my 
promise of sending a thankoffering for a favour 
obtained after prayers to Our Lady Help of 
Christians.

J . M.

P E R M ISSU  SU P E R  I  OR UM 
Gerent, GIUSEPPE GAWBINO — Salesian Press, Turin, 1908



History of the Ven. Don Bosco’s
EA RLY APOSTOLATE.

The notice of readers is called to a volume recently issued by the Salesian 
Press, Battersea, S. W. Although the Bulletin  has now been circuited for 
some sixteen years and has recorded the main events which have marked the 
development of Don Bosco’s work, there had been no really authoritative book 
in English, which dealt in any complete way with the rise and growth of this 
work on behalf of the young. The present volume while supplying this need 
goes a good deal further, revealing many of the wonderful occurrences in the 
life of the Servant of God and filling gaps which were unavoidable in previous lives.

A  recent issue of the Month says: A  large and handsomely bound volume 
comes to us from the Salesian Press, Battersea: viz : The History of Don Bosco’s 

Early Apostolate- The life of the Venerable Founder is already familiar to 
Catholic Readers in this country, but here we have an account written by a 
friend and disciple, who himself lived with the holy man, and witnessed much 
of what he relates. The story of the first twenty-five years of Don Bosco’s 
apostolate is told in much detail, but it will be read with absorbing interest. 
The Archbishop of Westminster points out in the Preface the chief lessons of 
the career of the Ven. Servant of God.

The book is bound in Red Cloth, lettered back and front in gilt, 
with a Photo of the Ven. Don Bosco as a frontispiece. 

Orders may be directed to the Manager. Salesian Press, Bat­
tersea, S. W. 

Single copies, cloth covers, Four Shillings. 
Single copies, paper covers, Three Shillings and Sixpence.



DIRECTED AND TAUGHT B Y  TH E S A L E  SIAN FA T H E R S.

The principal object of the School is to provide, at a moderate charge, 
a good Commercial and classical education. The studies are arranged to give 
those boys who may have a vocation for the ecclesiastical state the education 
they need. The Curriculum embraces the usual subjects of study essential to 
a Commercial and Classical education. The boys are prepared for the E xa­
minations of the Civil Service, the Chamber of Commerce, the London Ma­
triculation, and the various branches of the Oxford Local Examinations. The 
House is surrounded by a large garden and playground, and is situated in a 
most healthy locality, a few minutes walk from the Park.

For particulars apply to the Principal. Very Rev. C. B. Macey.

The Salesian Fathers have opened a School fo r  boys at their Farnborough House. A  
course similar to that at the above school is given. For particulars apply:

The Ve?y Rev. E . Muldoon
Salesian School. Queen's Road

Farnborough, Hants.

A  preparatory school for little boys, and Conve?it School fo r  g irls is conducted by the 
Nuns o f M ary Help o f Christians, Apply to:

The Rev. Mother
Eastworth Flouse, Eastworth St.

Chertsey, Surrey.

S A L E S I A N  S C H O O L S
SU RREY HOUSE, SURREY LANE

BATTERSEA, LONDON, S. W.


