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That the Child Jesu s may come and veign in 
the hearts of all of you, and of all those who are 
near and dear to you: that this Christmas may 
bring all true blessings to you and to your fami­
lies: tbat the festal season w ill be but a prelude 
to a successful year for all our benefactors, are 

the earnest wishes and constant petitions of



“Thou Art a Priest for Ever”.
This solemn utterance is delivered in 

the raising of a man to the sublimest of 
all dignities— the priesthood of Christ. 
The eternity of the election is thus portray­
ed and the result is the impression of the 
sacerdotal character, which can never be 
effaced from the soul of the elected. No 
matter how the man passes his future, 
whether well or ill, he remains a "priest 
for ever". No man can take from him 
this dignity, although the exercise of it 
may be forbidden him. It is a great and 
awe-inspiring thought that this man is 
sealed particularly with the sign of the 
cross of Christ. Whether he has kept 
the impression fresh and unsullied will 
be one of the main points of his last judge­
ment.

“ I  have chosen you.”

Many are the metaphors and similes 
employed to convey the sublimity of the 
priesthood. Many are really good, none 
are adequate. This dignity transcends 
human expression. We can but observe 
and wonder. The usual simile is that 
of an earthly monarch raising an obscure 
person to an important position near the 
throne. How inadequate this is, is ap­
parent from the fact that between monarch 
and subject there is only an accidental 
difference— one of state. Between God 
and man there is infinity.

In simple but sublime words God says 
to man— "Com e follow m e". The free­
will of man is in no way coerced. He 
is free to refuse and many are they who 
do refuse, to their detriment. Many also 
are they who accept, and to them the 
words are addressed "Y o u  have not chosen 
M e but I have chosen you". From the 
teeming races of the earth, God himself 
singles out certain individuals to be his 
friends. " I  will not call you servants but 
frien ds". These He appoints to dispense 
His mysteries, to offer to His Name a 
clean oblation, the cleanest of all possible 
oblations, the Immaculate Lamb of God.

These men are commanded to preach 
the Gospel, to spread the kingdom of

Christ, to defend the interests of God, to 
reveal the ineffable love of God for man. 
These are God's ambassadors to the 
human race. The ambassador, of neces­
sity, partakes of the dignity of his master. 
The dignity of God is, like God Himself, 
infinite. The dignity then of the priest 
far surpasses any human dignity.

“ D o  this in commemoration o f  M e ” .

When Christ was about to leave His 
apostles, in order that He might accompl­
ish the redemption of mankind, He instit­
uted the sacrifice of the new law—  
the Holy Mass. He left to them and 
their successors a testament. They were 
to celebrate in commemoration of Christ 
the sacrifice of the body and blood of the 
M an-God. "T a k e  ye and eat for this is 
M y body which shall be delivered for you. 
This do for the commemoration of M e. In  
like manner also the Chalice after f ie  had 
supped saying: this chalice is the new testa­
ment in my blood. This do ye, as often as ye 
shall drink, for the commemoration of M e " .  
On the cross the real body and blood of 
Christ were sacrificed for man. Hence 
in the Mass there is sacrificed the real 
body and blood of Christ, since Christ 
Himself says "T h is  is my body which 
shall be delivered for you". The only 
difference is in the manner of offering. 
Christ was offered on Calvary, priest and 
victim, a bloody sacrifice. Christ is offer­
ed in the Mass, priest and victim, an 
unbloody sacrifice. The sacrifice of 
calvary and the mass are not different, 
they are the same. The same priest, 
Christ, the same victim, Christ, the same 
ends, the pardon of sin, the obtaining of 
favours, the worship of God,— Oh the 
glory of being a minister of Christ! to 
stand at the altar taking the place of Christ! 
the visible representative of an invisible 
God! Truly  it is a stupendous mystery! 
The merits once obtained by the death 
on the cross arc daily distributed by the 
mass. The distributor of these merits 
is God Himself, whose gerent is a man.
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A  man of dust and ashes, a man of passions, 
a man of caprices, a man like the rest of 
us, a man whom G od has chosen to be 
His instrument in the salvation of many 
souls. T h e  mission of the priest is a 
tremendous one. T h e  greater the mission, 
the greater the dignity of the legate. 
T h ere  is no mission comparable to that 
o f  the priesthood of Christ.

The Church o f  Christ.

T h e  priest in the Holy M ass exercises 
his ministry over the real body of Christ. 
T h ere  is still to be considered the power 
of the priest over the mystical body of 
Christ, namely, over the church, or, the 
congregation of the faithful. In the 
C hurch  militant there are two classes of 
men, the clergy and the laity. T h e  former 
is split up into a great number of different 
grades collectively called the hierarchy. 
T h is  is not the place to discuss this point 
so we will pass by it in silence. Generally 
speaking, we may state that the clergy 
are the officers of the army of Christ. 
T h e  members of the hierarchy differ in 
dignity just as officers differ in dignity. 
All however have the same character—  
that of a priest. T h e ir  duties then are to 
guide the main body of the faithful, the 
laity, to uphold the dignity of the church, 
to preserve unsullied the standard of the 
church, to keep intact Her traditions, 
Her liturgy, Her doctrines. T h e y ,  it is, 
who must see that the members of this 
mystical body conform, as far as is in their 
power, to the head of the body, which is- 
Christ.

T h e  church is the spouse of Christ, 
and it is the main duty of the priests of 
the church to see that they preserve Her 
a worthy spouse of Her Heavenly G room . 
" Christ loved the church and delivered 
Himself up for it that he might present it to 
Himself a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish". Th is  
then is the high state of perfection that 
the priest must always strive to obtain 
for the church; for himself primarily and 
for the other members of the church, 
that so the mystical body of Christ, the 
faithful, may be "w ith ou t  spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing; but that it should be

holy and without b lem ish". T ru ly  the 
dignity of the priesthood transcends hu­
man understanding! T h at  G od  should 
demean Himself to take human flesh is 
sufficiently difficult of intelligence, but 
that He should make man, part of Himself,

A  Scene at the Ordination to the Priesthood 
o f Salesian Clerics.

put Himself into the hands of His own 
sinful creatures, is a matter that we can 
only admire, and admiring, adore and 
praise. T ru ly  do the words of St. Paul 
emphasise this awful dignity where he 
utters the solemn warning " Neither doth 
any man take the honour to himself but he 
that is called by God as Aaron was. So 
Christ did not glorify himself, that he might 
be made a high-priest; but he that said unto 
him “  Thou art my beloved  Son; this day 
have I  begotten thee ” . As he saith also in 
another place: "  Thou art a priest for ever  
according to the order o f  M elchisedech” . 
Here the parity between Christ and the 
priest is evident T h e  priest has accord­
ing to the same apostle to be "a lte r  Chris-
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tu s "  another Christ. T h at  is, he has to 
renew in his own person the sufferings 
of Christ in expiation of the sins of the 
people. He is appointed for those things 
that are of G od. His position of mediator 
between G od and man is a tremendous 
one. He is more nearly allied to Christ 
than was Simon of Cyrene in the passion. 
N ot only has the priest to help to bear 
the cross of Christ, but he must also bear 
the sufferings of Christ, thus in the words 
of St. Paul making up "W hat is wanting 
of the sufferings of Christ in his flesh for 
His Body which is the Church". N ot that 
the sufferings of Christ were inadequate 
to satisfy the Divine Anger. G od  forbid! 
but that sufferings are still necessary in 
the mystical body of Christ, and the priest, 
as the representative of the "man of 
sorroivs, glutted with reproaches", is the 
most worthy object for the bearing of 
these sufferings, that cleanse and purify 
the stains in the body of the faithful. 
F inally a dim idea of the dignity of the 
priesthood may be gained from the fact 
that it is mainly the offering of the sacrifice 
of the M ass  by the priest, that prevents 
the just anger of G od  from sweeping 
down on this materialistic world, and from 
cutting off sinners in the midst of their 
sins.

Conclusion.

Surely  this God-given  mission of 
mediator between the M ost High and the 
lowest (for man by sin degrades himself 
far  below the level of the beasts), is one 
that deserves more attention, and greater 
respect, than t h e ' world pays it at the 
present day. T h e  priest as it were, co­
operates with Christ in representing the 
sacred Passion to the Eternal Father in 
reparation for sin. For as St. Paul points

out there is but one high-priest in the 
new law— Christ, who has taken the 
place of the many independent priests 
of the old law; there is but one sacrifice 
in the new dispensation, as opposed to the 
many substantially diverse sacrifices of 
the old dispensation. One sacrifice, one 
priest, one priesthood, all of Christ and 
according to the order of Melchisedech. 
Unity is strength and the unity of the 
catholic church rests with her priests, 
who all obey the same head, observe the 
same commandments, teach the same 
doctrine and tend to the same end. T h e  
church's perennial growth is dependent 
in the priesthood. N o man can deny 
the dignity of the church, for, of all the 
churches, She alone has outlived the tem ­
poral disasters that have swallowed dynas­
ties and nations, and changed continents. 
She alone is the same as She was in the 
days of Christ. She alone has a mission 
to perform and that through the ministry 
of Her priests, the chosen ones of Christ. 
How great is the dignity of these priests 
then, who alone on earth have a definite 
message to the world, a definite creed, a 
definite mission: who alone fearlessly 
preach the ultimate destruction of the 
unrepentant sinner: who alone uncom- 
primisingly defend the rights of G o d : 
who alone have the right to loose and 
bind sins: who alone have power to call 
down the Creator of Heaven and earth 
among His creatures.

T o  conclude we may gather the dignity 
of the priesthood from these words of 
the Imitation "W h e n  a priest celebrates 
he honours G od, he rejoices the Angels, 
he edifies the Church, he helps the living, 
he obtains rest for the dead, and makes 
himself partaker of all that is good ".
O admirable m ystery!

It will greatly assist in the expedition of the Salesian Bulletin if  
Co-operators would notify us immediately on any change of address. In 
forwarding this notice it is necessary to cite the old address so that it may be 
cancelled and the new one inserted. T h is  notice should he forwarded to. 

The Administrator. English Salesian Bulletin,
Via Cottolengo 52, —  Turin 109 {Italy).
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M O D E R N  K N I G H T S

T h e  word knight produces in the im ag­
inative mind of youth manifold emotions. 
F or every boy a knight is a being to be 
wondered at, a hero unattainable whose 
deeds are read with bated breath. For 
the youth who reads the average number 
of boys' books, the deeds of the age 
of chivalry are re-enacted. He himself 
becomes one of the actors in the great 
business of righting the wrongs of 
oppressed, of consoling the afflicted. For 
him Camelot is no fairy city produced 
by the imaginative mind of the poets, but 
a reality towards which his whole endeav­
our tends. He . is an embodiment of 
one or other of the heroes of the Round 
T ab le .  T h e ir  adventures are his. T h e ir  
faults he sees in himself. T h e ir  virtues 
he strives to emulate. T h e  age of chivalry 
is ever with him, and he wonders to 
hear that chivalry is dead, for he himself 
possesses it within his own soul. Every 
woman is an object of respect and ad­
miration. T h e  old and afflicted are the 
choicest objects for the exercise of his 
bounty. Every  woman is a potential 
princess. Every  house a potential palace. 
E very  poor one a potential Cinderella or 
Gareth.

“  G reater love than this... ”

However we do live in a materialistic 
age. T h e  great tendency (a wrong one) 
is to scoff at everything that cannot be 
measured with compass and ruler. T h e  
creatures of the imagination have become 
the feverish offsprings of a madman's 
intellect. Has the world gained by the 
change? I think not. For those who 
seek it, b e a u ty ' is  still a force in the 
world. Self-sacrifice has still a potent 
charm. Pity still holds her sway over 
some hearts. Love of adventure still 
calls to youth, if  they do but listen. 
T h e  foregoing thoughts I had been at 
some pains to impress on a sceptical and 
cynical companion one day in October

10 27 . M y  practical proof was that on 
the 8th of October there would start from 
the Salesian Oratory at T u rin , ninety-five 
men, who were leaving all, father, mother, 
home, country and associations, to devote 
themselves to the evangelization of the 
ignorant and infidel nations of the world . 
M y  friend had objected that perhaps 
they were all orphans, or were expecting 
better things in the land that they were 
adopting, or that they were tired of their 
own country, and some other inane remarks 
which have now escaped my memory. 
I clinched matters by asking him to come 
to the ceremony of departure, to which 
proposal he unwillingly consented, grum bl­
ing that it was a shocking waste of time 
to spend so much of it in church. H o w ­
ever I kept him to his promise and 
October 8th found us in the Basilica of 
M ary , Help of Christians, in T u rin .

T h e  large basilica was brilliantly light­
ed and decorated. T h e  space at the 
disposal of the faithful was none too large 
but by dint of much judicious elbowing 
we gradually approached the Sanctuary. 
T h e  Sanctuary itself was covered with 
a magnificent carpet and the altar was 
bedecked for this great feast. In fact 
all appearances pointed to a great 
solemnity and at the same time to a 
joyful one. Som ebody had by this time 
begun to play the organ. T h e  soft 
notes came sweetly down, caressing the 
ear and raising the thoughts to realms 
above. T h e  player was a skilful one, for 
the cadences were so well developed and 
the interpretation so good that the effect 
was such that made one's heart contract 
and then swell with exquisite pain as the 
beautiful harmonies struck home their 
note of good-bye and God-speed. I glanc­
ed at my companion and was satisfied to 
notice that the surroundings had not failed 
to attract his attention and affect him. 
He seemed sunk in a reverie, and doubt­
less his musings were far from being on 
the waste of time he had so deplored.
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“  G o y e  an d feach

Now from the sacristy there starts out 
a long long train of clerics. In cassock 
and cotta they proceed to the sanctuary 
and fill its spacious depths with their 
numbers. Last of all come some vener­
able men who are, I hear, the members 
of the Superior Chapter of the Salesian 
Congregation. Last of all comes the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Turin, whose 
privilege it is to give the sign of their 
mission, the crucifix, into the hands of 
these men. The trained choir bursts 
forth into hymns of praise and joy. Never 
had I heard so many trained voices in 
unison. As the glorious combination of 
voice and organ reverberated through the 
great church, many a heart was touched, 
and tears flowed unheeded. The sermon 
followed. A brilliant piece of rhetoric, but, 
as was inevitable, inadequate to express 
the sentiments that the people received 
from seeing these men, about to leave 
home and country for a foreign land. The

most affecting of all sights was the joy 
that radiated from the faces of these miss­
ionaries. They were glad to go. No 
man could look at them for a moment 
and doubt it. Some were going for the 
first time, others to continue the work 
they had already begun, and to which they 
now return after three months rest after 
twenty or thirty years abroad. Some 
of the missionaries were mere boys and 
in the vast crowd one could easily pick 
out their mothers and fathers.

After the sermon the distribution of 
the crucifixes was begun. The arch­
bishop gave to each a small crucifix with 
the words, " G o  ye and teach all nations" . 
The crucifix received, the recipient went 
to each priest on the sanctuary and 
received a few words of advice and the 
kiss of peace.

I wondered what were the thoughts 
of my companion, but my own thoughts 
kept me so busy, that I had little time for 
such speculations. Here were these men 
saying "good-bye'' to their friends, comp­



anions of their childhood and to their 
teachers. Before G o d 's  altar they bade 
them God-speed. T h ere  were few  dry 
eyes in the church during this ceremony. 
T h e  tears came into my eyes without my 
being aware of the fact, and I beheld my 
companion surreptitiously wiping away 
a tear. Old puzzling questions began 
to torment my mind once again. I too 
had felt the call to this life but had put 
it aside as a romantic illusion of youth. 
N o w  my doubts returned with greater 
strength. Could I be a missionary ? Did 
G od  really want me to be a priest? Had I 
strength of mind enough to leave my m o­
ther, father, sisters and brother all of whom 
I loved so w e l l?  Was I a coward, hiding 
myself  from conviction? Was I unwor­
thy of the great destiny that these young 
men so joyously em braced?  I began 
to believe that delay was fatal and made 
up my mind to take steps to become 
worthy of a missionary vocation.

A touching incident.

T h is  ceremony over the procession 
formed again. As they proceeded towards 
the sacristy one young man left the ranks 
and went over to a woman who was cry­
ing as if  her heart would break. ' ' 'Cour­
age, good mother, G od needs m e " .

T h e woman looked up, a smile break- 
king through her tears, and in a voice 
broken with sobs, she said " A h ,  Peter, 
the good G od  needs you and I give you 
willingly to him. 'T h e  Lord has given 
and the Lord has taken away, blessed be 
the name of the L o rd '.  1 offered you 
to G od before you were born and he has 
accepted the gift. I am proud to be the 
mother of a missionary. Day and night 
will I pray that you may be found worthy 
of your sublime vocation. Good-bye, 
sonny and G o d -sp e e d "  An embrace in 
silence. A tearing away of himself from 
his parents and the youth was gone into 
the great adventure. His mother continu­
ed to cry but her tears were tears of joy. 
T h ere  before the Blessed Sacrament she 
renounced her child to G od and since 
G od  is never outdone in generosity we 
can be sure she will be abundantly rew ard­
ed both here and hereafter. T h is  incident 
profoundly affected all who witnessed it

and I think won many more volunteers 
for the greatest of all vocations. M y  
doubts melted away. If this young man 
can leave all and be bade God-speed 
by a heart-broken but happy parent, 
w hy not I ?

M odern Knights.

It was dusk when we left the church, 
and in silence we walked home. M y  
friend was very pensive and when we 
arrived at my house I rallied him on his 
thoughtfulness, for he had deplored the 
visit as a waste of time. His answer 
more than surprised me.

" S e e  here, R a lp h "  he said "th at  cere­
mony affected me more than I like to ack­
nowledge. For many years I have felt 
a call to a higher life, but 1 have hidden 
it or tried to hide it from myself. I have 
never been happy in my present state of 
life but have tried hard to repress my 
leanings towards the spiritual life, thinking 
I was being sensible, but I now realise I 
was being foolhardy. Hence I believe 
I have a missionary vocation myself. 
Like most youths I am fairly well inflated 
with a sense of my own importance, 
I believe in being practical and end by 
being stupid. M y  ideas are all cut and 
dried for me by the cynical witticisms 
of the day. I never give my imagination 
a chance. However in that church to ­
night I allowed my feelings to have their 
way and I believe I have been more 
sincere with myself, than I have been 
since my childhood days. I begin now 
to see that far from being over, the days 
of chivalry are but beginning. I see in 
these Sons of Don Bosco, modern knights 
but real knights of Christ, for all their 
modernity. T h at  they have an ideal is 
evident from their faces, for no man can 
possess such transparent tranquility of 
soul without an ideal. T h e ir  " faerie  
queene" is M ary  Help of Christians who 
is to them far  more than any " faer ie  
queene" was to the knights of old. She 
can see all they do. She can, and will 
help them in difficulties. S h e  can, and 
does inspire them in their hours of distress 
and despair. She is a more real force 
than any Gloriana in the days of chivalry. 
T h ese  men are more effectively knights, 
than Lancelot or Arthur. Singularity
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o f  purpose ,  purity of soul,  high ideals 
sh ine  from  their countenances. T h e ir  
enemies too are no allegorical abstractions. 
T h e  powers of evil are very strongly 
allied against them . T h ey  will have 
many and many a hard fight before they 
establish the reign of Christ.

Ignorance, prejudice, custom s, su p ers t i­
tion, devil-worship will all have to be

of Jesus Christ  in the Chalice. At the 
end of life 1 will be rewarded for  having 
fought the good fight, and the " faer ie  
q u e e n e "  will herself crown m e with the 
crown of victory and give into my hands 
the palm of tr ium ph. G o d  and His b less­
ed M o th er  strengthen my p u rp o se " .  He 
finished with an em barassed  laugh and 1 
had no word to answer. He had expressed

“  Ruperstwood „ — The Salesians New Home in Australia.

overthrown before their quest  is ended. 
T h e y  have espoused  a difficult cause and 
m any and deadly are the enem ies they 
will encounter. Will they win th r o u g h ?  
I do not know. 1 do know however that 
I mean to enter the Salesian  C o n gre ga­
tion m yself  and be ready to take the place 
o f  any of them who fall in the fight. 
Death  com es at all t im es and the life of 
these  m issionaries is a continual warfare. 
M a y  G o d  give me the grace to becom e a 
worthy son of D on Bosco and a real m is s ­
ionary. I am not rom antic by nature but 
the  poetry of this quest  appeals  to me, 
and I hope to undertake the great ad v en ­
ture .  T h e  Holy G rail  will be evident 
to  me all the way, for every m orning  at 
M a s s  I will behold the body and blood

the thoughts  of m an y  of the witnesses 
of the m iss ionaries7 departure.

T o  conclude I take a sub ject  from 
" T h e  Holy G r a i l "  of I ennyson and 
intend the spiritual significance,

" And M ary  saw the bright boy-knight and
[bound on him, 

The strong white belt of crystal chastity, 
Saying “ My knight, my love, my knight of

[heaven
O thou, my love, whose love is one with mine,
I maiden, round thee, maiden bind my belt

{of pure virginity) 
Go forth for thou shalt see what I have seen 
And break through all, till one will crown

[Thee king;
Far in the spiritual city".
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N E W S  I N  B R I E F

M elbou rn e, A ustralia.

"Ruperstw ood", the former stately home of 
the Clarke fam ily, who have figured prominently 
in Victorian history, has been acquired by the 
Salesian Fathers (says the Melbourne "A d ­
vocate"). It is the intention of the Salesiansto 
establish an agricultural training college for boys. 
In addition to the mansion, the Salesian Fathers 
have purchased about 800 acres of adjoining land. 
"Rupertswood”  is one of the finest country 
mansions in Australia. It is situated in pleasant 
surroundings at Sunbury, and is approached 
by a spacious drive through a beautiful avenue 
of trees.

The Salesian Fathers took possession of their 
fine property on Sunday, June 26. 1 he solemn 
blessing ceremony was performed by Hs E x­
cellency the Apostolic Delegate, who was sup­
ported by His Grace the Archbishop of M el­
bourne, the M ost Rev. Dr. M annix, and the 
Very Rev. Fr. Manassero, Provincial of the 
Salesians in the United States.

After the ceremony, addresses were deliver­
ed. Father Manassero said that on coming to 
Australia he had been instructed to study the 
possibility of a Salesian foundation, and he was 
pleased to say that he had received many useful 
suggestions. "Rupertsw ood" had been acquir­
ed, and he considered it very suitable for the 
purpose that it would serve. The buildings 
were in splendid order, and the place was well 
adapted for an agricultural college.

Archbishop M annix thanked M r. Naughton 
for his generosity to the Fathers in the sale of 
the estate, and the Apostolic Delegate for his 
presence. He stated that the Salesian Fathers had 
desired to come to the Melbourne Archdiocese 
long since. M ore than 25 years ago the late 
Archbishop Carr, who was very wise and far- 
seeing, considered it was necessary that an 
institution should be established under the 
management of the Salesian Fathers. So great 
were the demands upon the Salesian Fathers 
in Europe, America, and other countries during 
the last quarter of a century that the found 
themselves unable to accede to the Melbourne 
request until recently. He then dealt with the 
work of the Salesians in other countries.

The Apostolic Delegate said the spirit of 
their venerable founder influenced the Fathers 
in all their undertakings, and they would be a 
great asset to Australia. He felt that all who 
came under their care and protection would

get every possible encouragement. He repres­
ented the Holy Father. The Salesian Order 
had its origin in Italy and was founded by a 
great worker for God, the Venerable Don Bosco. 
He desired to congratulate the Fathers on ac­
quiring such a magnificent property, and he 
wished them every success.

M r. Naughton, in the course of a short speech, 
said he believed in giving encouragement to 
those who were compassionate towards the 
poor and needy. He wished the Salesian 
Fathers every success. M r. Naughton said he 
had experience of Italians in Queensland, and 
he knew them to be men of good habits and 
splendid workers.

The Italian Consul-General (Signor Grossardi) 
also spoke, and referred in appreciative terms 
to the sympathetic words expressed by the 
Papal Delegate and the Archbishop of Melbourne

B attersea, London,

The examination results of the Salesian 
School, Battersea, reflect great credit on the 
staff. In the London Matriculation eighty per 
cent of those presented succeeded in gaining 
this much coveted certificate. In the Senior 
Oxford Examination or, as it is now called, in 
the School Certificate Examination, seventy-five 
per cent were successful. In the junior Oxford 
Examination fourteen certificates were obtained 
two pupils qualifying for second class honours.

S u m m a r y .

4 Passes out of 5.

6 Passes out of 8. 
Honours2, Passes 14.

13 Honours; to Passes.
20 Honours; 4 Passes.

7 Honours; 18 Passes. 
13 Honours; 14  Passes.
1 1 Honours; 8 Passes.

Buenos A ires, A rgentine .

There was recently witnessed in Buenos 
Aires an extraordinary act of filial devotion and 
loyalty to the Holy Father on the part of the 
Salesian Schools and institutions of that city..

Matriculation.

Oxford.
School Certificate. 
Juniors.

Sheffield Locals. 
Juniors.
A dv. Prelim. > 
Prelim.
Prep. Prelim. 
Elementary;



A t an early hour a vast concoursc o f Salesian 
pupils, boy scouts, gym nasts, festive-oratory 
boys and ex-pupils, including m ore than six 
thousand Salesian schoolboys, had united in 
-the quadrangle o f the Pius IX  C ollege. T h e  
proceedings com m enced with the singing o f 
th e  N ational and Papal Anthem s. A Salesian 
O ld-boy, D r. John P. Podesta, then greeted 
the N uncio , His Excellency M ons. D r. Cortesi, 
and, on behalf o f all present, expressed sentim ents 
•of filial devotion to the A postolic See. Various 
boys, in the name o f their com panions, read 
addresses. T h e  Provincial, the V ery R ev. 
Father G eorge Serie , presented greetings from  
those colleges w hich, on account o f distance, 
w ere unable to participate. T h e  N uncio then 
spoke in eulogy o f Don Bosco, o f the Salesian 
m issionaries, and of all those who in any way 
co-operate with Salesian work. His words 
were received with the profoundest sym pathy 
and respect on the part of all his hearers. 
F in ally , His Excellency im parted to those 
present the papal blessing, with plenary 
indulgence.

H. M .

S t. P a trick's, Malta.

—  T h e  V ery R ev. M ichael J. Burke, S . C ., 
R ector o f S t . Patrick 's, S liem a, has relinquished 
his charge o f the Salesian School to take up 
an appointm ent at Pallaskenry, Ireland. He 
desires, through these colum ns, to wish his 
num erous friends and w ell-w ishers "G o o d  bye”  
as he finds it im possible to visit everyone per­
sonally. He thanks m ost heartily all those who 
so kindly cooperated with him and helped him 
in  his difficult charge, and he hopes they w ill 
continue their kind services tow ards the new 
R ector, the V ery R ev. W illiam  J. H arrod, S . C ., 
who was stationed here about sixteen years ago.

F r . Burke's departure is a far severer loss to 
the Island than can well be made good. D u r­
ing his year's tenure o f the Rectorship of S t. 
Patrick 's, he has worked veritable wonders 
with the co-operation o f his staff, and has set 
fo r his successor a very  high standard o f effic­
iency. F r . Burke's successor, F r. H arrod, is 
another old friend o f M alta, having, as m ention­
ed above, been here some sixteen years ago. 
W e have, indeed, been fortunate in English and 
Irish Rectors o f the Salesian School in Sliem a. 
F r . CXGrady, Fr. G iltinan , Fr. Burke and now 
F r . H arrod, are all men alike actuated by the 
sentim ents o f apostolic zeal and love and under­
standing o f the M altese. Though not given 
the prom inence it deserves, the w ork of the 
Salesian Fathers in M alta has done untold good 
fo r the Island, and it is our fervent hope that 
undfer G o d 's  guidance they m ay long continue 
their work in M alta. (M alta-Gazette).

Cumiana, Turin.

In N ovem ber 19 27  there w ill be opened at 
Cum iana, T u rin , a Salesian A gricultural School. 
T h e  edifice has been specially constructed on 
the m ethods o f modern schools and is situated 
in a very apposite locality for its object. T h e  
scope o f the new foundation is to educate and 
form  Salesian M issionaries in the agricultural 
life.

Any young men who are convinced that they 
have a vocation to this life will be received at 
this school, will learn all the m odern m ethods 
in agronom y, and w ill have opportunity to take 
part in the practical part o f the life, which train­
ing w ill fit them to becom e, one day, guides and 
teachers o f agriculture. T h eo ry  and practice 
are com bined and there is thus com plete con­
fidence in the course proposed. T h ese  young 
men w ill later become A gricultural teachers in 
the M issions, adapting their teaching to the 
different circum stances o f tim e and place.

T h u s will these lay-brothers becom e real 
apostles, will be nobly and closely associated 
with the priests in the sublim e work o f evangeliz 
ation. Y oun g men from  the ages o f 14  to 35 
can be received gratuitously.

Application m ust be m ade to R ev. Philip 
R inaldi, Su perior G eneral of the Salesians, 
Via Cottolengo 32 , T u rin  109 . Italy. T h ere  w ill 
be required statement o f age, knowledge (if any) 
o f agriculture, and recom m endation from  Parish 
Priest.

Parish Priests are earnestly urged to direct 
to the given address any young m en, who m an­
ifest the desire of consecrating their lives to 
G od in the m issions, in the capacity o f agri­
cultural teachers.

Valsalice. Turin.

Last year at the tom b o f Don Bosco there 
were gathered together the Superiors o f the 
Salesian Houses in Europe. T h e y  num bered 
some three hundred.

T h is  year the turn of the Superiors o f the 
Salesian Festive Oratories came round. T h e  
convention was attended by about one hundred 
D irectors. T h is  by no m eans gives each Festive 
O ratory a representative, fo r the Festive Oratories 
in Europe num ber 261 with a total o f 5 1,58 0  
children attending.

Italy herself was representated by but a sm all 
contingent. N evertheless the congress had 
a som ewhat international character. France, 
Spain , G erm any, Belgium , Holland, H ungary, 
Y u g o -S lav ia , Poland and Sw itzerland were all 
represented. England, alas, has not yet taken 
up this prim ary branch o f Salesian activity but 
perhaps the future w ill bring England to the 
fore in this work, so partial to the heart o f Ven.
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Don Bosco. Am erica for obvious reasons, had 
not been invited but fortunately a D irector o f 
a Festive O ratory of S t. Paul, in Brazil, happened 
to be in T u rin  and he attended as the Am erican 
representative.

A fter a week spent in retreat, together with 
all the m em bers of the Superior C hapter o f the 
Salesian Congregation, the D irectors held a 
congress from  Saturday August 27 th to T u e s­
day August 30th. T h e  questions discussed

a few  sim ple prayers, and listen to his version 
o f the serm on, which he had heard in the m orn­
ing at the Parish Church at M urialdo.

Salesian Oratory, Turin.

O ctober 2nd marked a great solem nity at the 
Salesian O ratory, Valdocco, T u rin . T h e  event 
in question was the celebration of the golden 
jubilee o f his elevation to the priesthood, by

Buenos Aires. —  Celebrations in Honour o f the Pope.

were im portant and interesting. A m ong the 
main points dealt with were, the duty of Solesicms 
in Festive Oratories, Inter-parochial Oratories, 
the position to be taken with regard to the Scout 
movement, the relations to be entered into with 
other catholic organisations such as Catholic 
Young Mens Society (in Italy Gioventu Catho- 
lica) and finally of the attitude to be taken in the 
work of parents in the Festive Oratories.

T h e  Congress closed on.Tuesday afternoon at 
Becchi, at the hum ble birth-place of our V ener­
able Founder. A t Becchi, where in the sloping 
meadow under the trees the future apostle o f 
youth initiated his work. U nw itting was the 
initiation (for John Bosco was then but ten 
years Old), but nevertheless real, fo r here it 
was that he used to amuse his com panions every 
Su nday, by his acrobatic feats and conjuring 
skill, after he had persuaded them to recite

the V ery R ev. A loysius N ai, S . C . T h ere  are 
very few to whom this honour fa lls, o f being 
able to look back upon fifty  years exercise o f 
the sacerdotal duties. Representatives o f the 
various spheres wherein the Rev. Jubilarian 
has passed his sacerdotal life were present. 
T h u s we saw old pupils o f the Salesian College 
of A rts and T rad es o f San Benigno Canavese, 
confreres from  Palestine and C hile  and the 
other countries o f Southern A m crica. On O c­
tober 2nd Fr. Nai sang the Solem n High M ass 
at 9 .30 . a. m. during which a discourse was 
most eloquently pronounced by the R ev. Robert 
Riccardi S . C . In the evening the solem n 
vespers w ere m agnificently attended and w ere 
followed by solem n benediction o f the M ost 
Holy Sacram ent. A successful and enjoyable 
entertainm ent brought the great day to a 
close.
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London. An Anniversary.

D ecem ber 30th is the thirty-ninth anniver­
sary o f the death o f Father Edw ard M e Kiernan 
S .C . He was the com panion o f Father M acey 
and cam e over from  the M other House to 
take charge o f West Battersea M ission . Like the 
m ajority of Salesian works this foundation was 
com m enced in a very hum ble w ay, but its 
poverty was blessed; it blossomed forth and pro s­
pered, though Father M e  Kiernan was not 
destined to live to see the result o f those heroic 
days so fu ll o f sacrifice. His health had not 
been good fo r some tim e past and the last occas­
ion he offered the H oly Sacrifice was on his 
feast day, S t . E d w ard 's  D ay O ctober 13th . 
The sick priest had the consolation o f seeing 
the late Cardinal (then M onsignor) Cagliero 
and Father Roussin a few  weeks before the end 
cam e. The dying priest breathed forth his 
soul into the hands o f his M aker in the late after­
noon o f D ecem ber 30th 1888. The sm all com ­
m unity was gathered round his bed with the 
exception o f his old com panion Father M acey, 
who at that sad m oment was absent on an errand 
o f m ercy, adm inistering the last consolations 
o f our H oly Faith , to a poor man who was dying 
in the Parish. The m ortal rem ains o f this first 
Salesian Su perior in England rest in the Catholic 
C em itery at M ortlake, and since the dead are so 
easily forgotten and we never know how much 
the divine justice m ay need in expiation of 
sins com m itted here below, we commend his 
soul to the pious prayers o f our good co-ope­
rators.

R. I. P.

Pallaskenry, Ireland.

T h e  progress o f the above college has been 
noted in our colum ns during the year. T h e  
developem ent of this work in Ireland gives 
much satisfaction. Since it is an undeniable 
fact that A griculture is the greatest factor in 
present-day Ireland, it follow s that those who 
encourage the scientific and thorough study 
o f the sam e, are great benefactors o f the 
country. Hence the Salesians can be termed 
real benefactors o f Ireland, for at L im erick the 
boys are given a thoroughly sound training in 
A griculture and in other subjects, so as to fit 
them  for their future life. T h e  good thus done 
w ill continue to increase in geom etrical progress­
ion until the end o f tim e. T o  prove the efficacy 
of the training provided, there comes the report 
o f the exam inations held in Ju ly  19 27 .

A . Government Agricultural Tests
Entered 20 Pupils.
Passed 17  Pupils.
Percentage 85.

B. Dublin Local Examinations 
Entered 28 Pupils.
Passed 28 Pupils.
Percentage 100.
(H onours obtained. 12 ).

T h e  general percentage thus comes to 9 3.75  
A record, I think that w ill favourably compare 
with that o f any other school o f the like nature 
in Ireland.

T h e  visit o f the Provincial the V ery R ev. 
A . E. Tozzi to the Salesian College at C opse- 
wood was a red-letter day in the annals of the 
school. F r. Tozzi recom m ended very earnestly 
the spreading o f devotion to M ary  Help of 
Christians and Don Bosco and to these two 
special pleaders we trust all our work. M ay 
their aid be efficacious in obtaining the continued 
success fo r the work in Ireland. F r. Tozzi 
also rem arked on how pleased he would be if 
the Salesian Festive O ratories, so dear to the 
heart o f our V en. Founder, could be started in 
"D u b lin 's  fa ir c ity " . W e hope to be able to 
give an outline o f this w ork in our colum ns in 
the near future.

August 15th  and 16th were the days chosen for 
the Annual G arden Party and Fete at Pallas- 
kenry. T h e  arrangem ents were all made by 
the Salesian Cooperators o f L im erick, who also 
were responsible for the great econom ic and 
social success of the sam e. M ore than one 
thousand friends attended the G arden Party 
and went away sincere adm irers of the Salesian 
work in Ireland. T h e  co-operators o f Lim erick 
are evidently an energetic and zealous body.

H owever a m ore convincing pro of o f the 
flourish ing condition o f things Salesian  in 
Lim erick, is the num ber o f novices sent to the 
novitiate. F o r some years past the Irish 
novices have been num erous. N ow  this year 
there go to the Salesian N ovitiate at C ow ley, 
O xford, eig’ht novices from  the Pallaskenry 
foundation. Four o f these are destined for the 
dignity o f the priesthood, and four for the beauti­
fu l vocation o f Salesian lay-brother. T h e  
increase o f lay-brothers fo r the w ork in Ireland 
w ill mean m uch, we m ight say all, fo r the future 
success o f the Salesians in Ireland. T h e  work 
depends on our lay-brothers and we look to 
them to bring Pallaskenry to a forem ost position 
among the A gricultural Colleges o f Ireland. 
M ay these holy vocations increase and m ultiply 
until all our Irish Colleges are staffed with 
A gricultural M asters o f the Salesian C ongreg­
ation.

N ew  Rochelle. New-York.

T h e  V ery R ev. Anthony Candela, S . C ., a 
m em ber o f the Su perior Chapter o f the Salesian 
Congregation, after com pleting a visitation of 
the flourish ing Salesian Houses in Belgium ,
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England and Ireland, has been also to the N ew  
W orld where he has visited the Salesian Houses 
in M exico , Cuba and the United States.

In all the Houses that Father Candela ins­
pected he was received with lively m anifesta­
tions o f deep joy on the part o f the Fathers, 
B rothers, N ovices and boys, all o f whom realized 
fu ll well that the good Father had come in the 
nam e o f the Su p erior G eneral o f the Salesian 
C ongregation . An accom plished linguist, F a ­
th er Candela speaks also a clear and fluent 
English  which enabled him to reply in a touch­
ing and fatherly m anner to the num erous ex­
pressions o f greeting addressed him in the 
various Am erican Houses.

T o  speak solely o f the Salesian work in the 
U nited States, the careful visit Father Candela 
m ade of' the Houses in this great country 
gave him a firm  conviction that the work 
o f  the Venerable Don Bosco is bound to take 
on the same large proportions in this part of 
the world that it has in m any countries o f E u ­
rope, South A m erica, and also A frica and Asia. 
"New Rochelle the novitiate is yearly sending 
out splendid groups o f young Salesians, who 
a fter two m ore years o f intensive study in ph il­
osophy, pedagogy, and (advanced scientific and 
literary subjects are ready to take up active 
w ork in the different Salesian Houses in the 
Eastern and W estern Provinces. W hen three 
m ore years have elapsed these young Salesians 
take up a fo ur year's course in theology either 
at N ew  Rochelle, N . Y .,  or Ram sey, N . J., or 
W atsonville, C aliforn ia, in preparation fo r their 
ordination to the priesthood. Som e of these 
young men take up their theological course at 
the Salesian International Sem inary in T u rin , 
w here there are over two hundred Salesians 
from  every country, studying fo r the priesthood. 
A t present there are two from  the United States 
and this sum m er two m ore have gone to 
com plete their course at T u r in . T h e  Salesian 
International Sem inary was opened but a few  
years ago and it is already one o f the best o f its 
kind in Europe.

P o rt Chester, N ew  York.

Sunday, June 26, proved a tru ly  m em orable 
d ay for the Catholics o f the Corpus Christi 
parish in Port Chester, N ew  York, when their 
new church was dedicated with great solem nity 
b y  the Rt. R ev. M g r. Lavelle , who is rector of 
S t . Patrick 's Cathedral, N ew  Y ork, and who 
represented His Em inence C ardinal H ayes. 
T h is  church has been built and furnished at a 
cost o f b ut 75,000 dollars through the zeal and 
persistent efforts o f the R ev. Peter M ayerhofer, 
a hum ble .Salesian  o f the Venerable Don 
Bosco, and now replaces a tiny chapel in which 
the people o f W ashington Park, Port Chester,

and its environm ents have w orshipped until 
the present new building becam e a reality. I f  
it had not been for this zealous Salesian priest 
the new church would have cost at least 200.000 
dollars. The Daily Item, a Port Chester daily 
new spaper, said that the church is one o f the 
finest in Port Chester, and M onsignor L a ­
velle in a fitting and eloquent address praised 
the congregation fo r the support given Father 
M ayerh ofer in the building o f the new church, 
and said that the edifice is one of the most 
beautiful churches in W estchester C ounty. 
The Daily Item, in an editorial which it published 
o f its own accord under date o f June 25, eulo­
gized the work o f Father M ayerh ofer and at 
the same tim e explained the circum stances o f 
the building o f the new church. T h e  editorial 
fo llow s:

A THOUGHT 
FOR NOVEMBER.

G o during this month in spirit info 
purgatory, and there you will see  
souls full o f  hope, who w ill exhort 
you to make the best possible use 
o f  time, to make the utmost progress 
in piety so that on your departure 
from the world, your entrance into 
Paradise will be delayed as little as 
possible. S t. Francis o f S a le s .

I f  There Is Triumph Worth-While.
M ost of us som ehow have gathered the im ­

pression that unselfish men are characters o f 
fiction— that the day has passed when man 
gives over his life to ultra-altruistic endeavour. 
W e feel that there is no self-sacrifice, and little 
idealism  or rom anticism  in the world we know. 
Y et all those elem ents are em bodied in a story 
o f self-abnegation and devotion to an ideal that 
has been in course o f enactm ent here in Port 
C hester during the past few  years.

T om orrow  m orning, with im pressive cere­
m ony, the new church o f C orpus C h risti, a 
handsom e stone structure on South Regent 
Street, w ill be dedicated to the glory o f G od  
and moral betterm ent o f m ankind. Back o f 
that rite of construction lies the story we have 
suggested above. One o f the participants in 
the exercises w ill be a m odest, kindly little 
m an attired in the sim ple vestm ents o f the 
priesthood. T h ere  w ill be little about him to 
attract attention— he w ill kneel silently before 
the altar, his head bowed in prayer, or his softly
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modulated voice will chant the Latin ritual of 
the M ass. As a group of children sing a con­
cluding hymn, and the congregation prepares 
to leave the edifice, he will quietly escort from 
the sanctuary, the group of more noted eccles­
iastics who will have been present for this one 
special service.

Yet that unimposing cassocked figure will 
be one of the most remarkable men in Port 
Chester— one of the most unselfish and most 
beloved men in the co mmunity. He is a kindly 
friend of the little ones, and gentle spiritual 
guide of the adults, of the growing flock he 
shepherds, as pastor of the Church of Corpus 
Christi. M any of them know not his surname 
— to them all he is simply and affectionately, 
"Fath er Peter".

A number of years have passed since "Fath er 
Peter" the Rev. Peter M ayerhofer, came to Port 
Chester. He was sent here to act as assistant 
pastor of the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary 
on Palmer Place, in the heart of one Italian 
colony, and to cultivate their early religious 
training among the new Italian colony that was 
springing up in the section known as Wa- 
sington Park.

The story of Father Peter's handling of that 
task is too well known to need repetition. For 
the first year or two he walked miles each day, 
in blazing heat or frigid cold, in the discharge 
of his parochial duties. Then, as the popula­
tion of Washington Park grew, he pedalled 
about on a bicycle. He brought spiritual 
consolation to the ill and the aged, and revived 
the Faith of their fathers in countless others. 
Eventually, the basement of a "ch urch " was 
constructed and the influence of the Mass was 
brought into the little community. More years 
passed— and still the flock grew. "W e must 
have a real church", decided "Fath er Peter".

And, so, tomorrow, that "real chi h "  is to 
be dedicated. In its foundation, ' and 
steeple, in the portions of it which may be used 
as a parochial school, are tons upon tons of 
stone which Father Peter "begged " for the 
purpose. Into its construction have gone hours 
and weeks and months of physical labour alike 
by Father Peter and scores of his parishioners 
whom his pious example and zealous devotion 
inspired to sacrifice their spare time and their 
skill as artisans. It is, in brief, a monument 
to the sublime quality of his priesthood.

Blessed Cottolengo 1827-1927.
In August of the current-year there 

occurred the first centenary of the foun­
dation in Via Cottolengo. of the life-work 
of Blessed Cottolengo, the founder of 
the Institute known as the "L itt le  House 
of Divine Providence". This "L itt le  
House" at present boards some 10,000 
invalids of either sex and of every disease 
imaginable (and of some that are un­
imaginable). The needs of these poor 
creatures are attended to by communi­
ties of nuns. Each community has its 
own sphere of action. All these orders 
were founded by the Blessed Cottolengo 
precisely for that branch of the work that 
each one adopts. Each order has its own 
rules and discipline. Silence is prac­
tically universal, there being only some 
two hours, or so, a day for mutual conver­
sation. Naturally those nuns whose busi­
ness it is to attend to the administration, 
to guide visitors around the Institute, are 
freed from the obligations of silence in 
so far as is incompatible with their office.

“ The L ittle  H ouse,,.

The work here carried on is, humanly 
speaking, an impossibility. No funds, no 
book-keeping, no human precautions taken, 
to provide for the future. The house is 
a standing proof of the existence of God. 
Here truly God shows that " H is arm is 
not shortened" and that He has regard 
for those who trust in Him. The lilies 
of the field and the birds of the air are 
less dependent on Him than is the "L itt le  
House". The choice of the title is a 
curious one. "L itt le  House of Divine 
Providence" is sometimes called the "c ity  
of sorrows". A little house and a city 
are vastly different. The concept of 
Blessed Cottolengo however was that the 
whole wide world was the "House of 
Divine Providence". Thus his work was 
only a part, a small manifestation of the 
Divine Power, and bence he called it the 
"little house".

A curious custom is noticed in one of



the  m any chapels.  Before the statue 
o f  the Virgin of sorrows there hangs 
a cage of canaries who fill the air with 
their sweet son g. T h e  trills and runs 
o f  these sweet throated songsters  charm 
m any a visitor. If you are curious (and 
w ho of us is not) you will be told that 
these  canaries are there to praise M ary  
to  intercede, unwittingly, for the inm ates 
o f  the house, to keep M ary  com pany 
when the other people of the  house are 
too  busily engaged to do so.

" G od w ill provide

An incident that is p leasing in its s im p li­
city, and yet fraught with m eaning, is one 
that happened during  the lifetime of the 
Servan t of G o d .  T h e  nun who had 
charge of the adm inistration appeared  
before the m an of G o d  one evening, and 
lam ented the fact that there was but one 
gold piece in the house, that they had no 
food  for  the m orrow , and in short that 
they had better see about getting help.. 
T h e  Blessed Cottolengo asked for  the- 
gold piece, and taking it from  the good 
nun threw it out of the window. T h e  
nun was aghast  at this act of folly, and 
rem onstrated  with the Servan t of G o d ,  
but the only reply vouchsafed her was 
— " G o d  will p ro v id e " .

And in point of fac t  G o d  did provide. 
N e x t  m orn ing  a cart-load of provisions 
cam e from  no-one knew where. A sa lu ­
tary lesson was thus taught to those  of 
little faith.

“ The sentinels change,,.

Before Blessed C ottolengo 's  death his 
work was naturally well-known. One 
day while in an audience with the K in g ,  
Charles  Albert,  at the Royal Palace in 
T u r in ,  his m ajesty  interrogated the Servant 
o f  G o d —

" H a v e  you thought ,  Father, of what 
will happen to the Institute after your 
death ?  H ave you provided  against  that 
d a y ?  H ave you in m in d 'th e  foundation 
o f  a congregation of p r ie s t s ?  Y ou  know 
you are not im m ortal,  and death will lay 
hold of you one of these d a y s " .

At that m om ent the sentinels were 
being changed at the palace gates.

T h e  Blessed Cottolengo beckoned to

the K in g  and in silence pointed to the 
changing  of the guard . Charles Albert 
regarded the reverend priest with a p uzzl­
ed smile, " I  hardly follow your m eaning 
F a th e r " .

" Y o u r  m a je s ty " ,  replied F r  Cottolengo, 
" t h e  sentinels change but the work goes 
on. I am but a sentinel at the Institute; 
when I go, another will take my place. 
T h e  work will go on, for  it is not of m an. 
It is the " L i t t l e  H o u s p  of Divine Provid­
e n c e " .

T h e  truth of these words is evident 
today . T h e  work still f lourishes and 
shows no signs o f  d im inution . T h e  
confidence of the Blessed Cottolengo was 
by no m eans deceived.

" Blessed be the man that trusteth in the 
Lord, and the Lord shall be his confidence, 
and he shall be as a tree that is planted by 
the waters, that spreadeth out its roots 
towards moisture; and it shall not fear 
when heat cometh. And the leaf thereof 
shall be green, and in the time of drought 
it shall not be solicitous; neither shall it 
cease at any time to bear fruit" ( J e r e m i a s ) .

Monument to Blessed C o ttolengo.
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THE FIRST NOWELL.
T h e  night was far  advanced. T h e  

stars in the sky above twinkled like 
d iam on ds on a dark velvet background. 
T h e  tem perature  was low, and the group 
of shepherds sitting around the small fire, 
gathered their cloaks closer about them to 
shut out the increasing cold. T h e  steady 
m unch ing  of the nearby sheep  was the ' 
only sound  that broke the deep stillness 
of the winter's  night. Su dden ly  a great 
light shone in the heavens and the sh e p ­
herds knowing that this was often a p re lu­
de to a heavenly visitation w rapped  their . 
heads in their cloaks; for it was well 
known " that no man can look upon the 
face of God and live". A great fear p er­
vaded  their whole being.

Sweetly there fell upon their ears,  
the sound  of a voice like running waters, 
a voice that could belong to no 
earthly being. In gentle cadence came 
the words, " Fear not, for behold I bring 
you tidings of great joy that shall be to all 
the people. For this day is born to you a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord in the city 
of David: and this shall be o sign to you. 
You shall find the infant wrapped in swaddl­
ing clothes and laid in a manger".

As the last words fell from the lips of 
the heavenly visitant, a sound of distant 
m usic  becam e audible, and swelled until it 
becam e to the sh epherds '  listening ears like 
a mighty paean of tr ium ph. T h e  beauty 
of the m usic  was such, that it carried them 
above the com m on things of earth, and 
em boldened  them  to look up to the place 
from  which the m usic  came. T h e  whole 
heavens were thronged with celestial spirits,  
all s ing ing  their wonderful hymn of joy. As 
the shepherds became gradually accu sto m ­
ed to the exquisite  harm onies they began 
to listen to the words, and heard, "Glory 
be to God in the highest and on earth, peace 
to men of good will". S lowly the heaven­
ly choir faded  from  their s ight leaving 
them  in a tran sport  of ecstacy. G r a d ­
ually they cam e back to the th ings of 
earth and fell to ta lk ing over the wonderful 
event.

T h e  city close by was still lit here and 
there, by som e belated window 's gleam.

Bethlehem, the city of bread, the city o f  
D avid  was at this t im e thronged with 
those  who had com e to be enr.olled, in 
accordance with the imperial edict. One 
of the shepherds sudden ly  spoke "L et us 
go over to Bethlehem and let us see this 
word that is come to pass which the Lord  
hath shewed us. For so it is written by 
the prophet ‘ A nd thou Bethlehem (he 
land o f  Ju d a  art not fhe least among (he 
princes o f  Ju d a ; fo r out o f  thee shall 
come forth the captain that shall rule  
my people Israel'. However, before we 
go, let us select the best of our flocks 
to offer to this child, that is to be the  
glory of our race " .

C arry ing  their younger sheep and dr iv­
ing som e of the older ones before them , 
the shepherds entered Bethlehem. T h e ir  
search was a wide one, but not so wide as it 
would have been, had not the Angel said  
that they should  find the Child  " la id  in a 
m a n g e r " .  T h e y  searched through all the 
im portant caravanseries but were not 
successfu l in finding what they sou gh t .  
Finally, away out on the hillside, they 
caught sight of the fitful flickering of a lan­
tern and m ade their way tow ards the sp c t .  
On approach ing  they found  that the lan­
tern was hung at the entrance to a very rude  
stable. Inside the stab le  they could see 
an old man, who was regard ing  with tender 
eyes a youn g wom an, who was bending  
over the m anger. T h e  shepherds knew 
that their search was ended. T r e a d in g  
softly they entered the stab le  and were 
welcomed by Joseph, and by M a ry ,  
of the royal house of D av id .  Flowever 
all their attention was concentrated on 
the baby in the m anger.  T h i s  then  
was "the captain that should rule Israel". 
With reverent faces they regarded "the 
Orient from on high". M a ry  softly a p ­
proached and taking the baby laid him 
in the arm s of the shepherd who was 
nearest the m anger.  T h e  child sm iled  
at the shepherd  and the m an 's  heart was 
filled with an exquisite joy. Peace sto le  
upon him and he felt ready to do any­
th ing  for  the baby he held in his arm s. 
One by one the shepherds held the child
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for a few precious moments, and at last 
returned Him to his mother.

T h e  first christians had been found. 
He that was to come "to enlighten them 
that sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death; to direct our feet into the way 
of peace" had come. T h e  shepherds took 
their leave with three images indelibly 
imprinted on their m inds;that of the great

beauty of the child, the wistful face of the 
mother, M ary , and the careworn face o f  
their protector Joseph.

Once outside they fell into a steady 
swinging pace that carried them swiftly 
to their flocks. T h e ir  hearts were ringing 
with the Angel's song 
"G lory be to God in the highest 
And on earth, peace to men of good will" ►

  A CHILD AT
L it t le  Jesus, wast Thou shy 
Once, and jus t so sm all as I  ?
A n d  w ha t d id  i t  feel like  to be 
O u t o f Heaven, and ju s t Jike me?
D id s t Thou sometimes th in k  o f (here,
A n d  ask where a l l  the angels were?
1 should th in k  th a t I  would cry  
F o r m y house a ll  made o f sky;
1 would look about the a ir ,
A n d  wonder where m y angels were;
A n d  a t w aking ‘ tw ou ld  distress me—
N o t an angel there to dress me!
H adst Thou ever any toys,
L ik e  us lit t le  g irls  and boys?
A n d  d idst Thou p la y  in  Heaven w ith  a ll 
The angels th a t were not too ta ll,
W ith  stars fo r  marbles? D id  the things 
P la y  Can you see me? through th e ir wings? 
A n d  d id  T h y  M o th e r le t Thee spoil 
T hy  robes, w ith  p lay ing  on our so il?
H ow  nice to have them always new 
In  Heaven, because 'tw as quite clean blue 
D id s t Thou kneel a t n igh t to p ra y ,
A n d  d idst Thou jo in  T h y  hands, th is  w ay?  
A n d  d id  they tire  sometimes, being young, 
A n d  make the p raye r seem very long?

A n d  dost Thou like  i t  best, th a t we 
Should jo in  our hands to p ray  to thee?
I  used to th in k , before I  knew,
The p rayer not said unless we do.
A n d  d id  T h y  M o th e r a t the n igh t 
Hiss Thee, and fo ld  the clothes in  r ig h t?  
A n d  d idst Thou feel quite good in  bed, 
Kissed, and sweet, and T h y  prayers sa id?  
Thou canst not have forgotten a ll  
T h a t i t  feels like  to be sm a ll:
A n d  Thou know 'st I  cannot p ray  
To Thee in  m y fa the r's  w ay—
When Thou wast so l it t le ,  say,
Couldst Thou ta lk  T hy  F a the r's  w a y ?—
So, a l i t t le  C h ild , come down 
A n d  hear a ch ild 's  tongue like  T h y  own; 
Take me by the hand and w a lk,
A n d  listen to my b a b y -ta lk .
To th y  F a th e r show my prayer 
{H e w il l  look, Thou a r t  so fa ir ) ,
A n d  say : "O  Fathe r, I ,  T h y  Son,
B r in g  the p rayer o f a l i t t le  one" .
A n d  H e w il l  smile, th a t ch ildren 's tongue 
Has not changed since Thou wast young!

F r a n c i s  T h o m p s o n :

THE C RI B
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Progress in Japan.
We are happy to be able to place before 

our readers the following brief despatch which 
has reached us from the young mission in 
Japan which operates in the large island of 
Kiou-Siou. It is full of hope for a future 
sufficiently proximate. The period of ad­
aptation has come to an end, the difficulties 
of the language by dint of much study are 
disappearing, closer relations with the people 
are becoming possible. Soon, we are con­
fident, the valiant band of nine missionaries, 
now possessing all the means necessary for 
the attainment of its end, will manifest its 
zeal, so long restrained by the exigencies of 
circumstances, and will show forth in works 
for the greater glory of God and the salv­
ation of souls. We hope to be able to 
present in the future, further interesting 
items from the pens of these missionaries 
describing the customs of one of the oldest 
of the nations. M ay the prayers of our 
readers hasten the day when we can hail 
Japan as a rising nation in the catholic 
world!

Miyasaki 1927.
T h e  work to be accom plished in this 

c o r n e r  of th e  L o rd 's  vineyard is tre m e n d ­
ou s.  N aturally , before  it can be called 
a vineyard it m ust be cleared of th e  weeds, 
which are consu m ing all the  substance  of 
th e  ground and thus leaving th e  vine little 
ch an ce  of beco m ing  a strong tree : th a t  is, 
we have to overcom e, th e  superstitions, 
th e  prejudices, the bad habits of the  people, 
before  we can hope to plant the  seed of 
th e  word of G od  with any chance of success. 
H ow ever, a branch of work which calls 
imperatively for  attention, is that  on behalf 
o f  the  youth of the  nation, the  poor and 
abandoned children, the hope of the  future, 
th e  proxim ate pillars of the  catholic church 
in jap an . T h e  different religious c o m m u n ­
ities out here, naturally look to the  
Salesians to interest them selves in this work 
fo r  they all know that this is the  particular 
branch of apostolic endeavour marked out 
fo r  us by our V enerab le  Fou nd er .  W e 
on our part are just as anxious to  begin 
upon this work, which is tru ly th e  work 
m o st  dear to  the  Heart of ]esus who said ,-  
" S u f fe r  little children to  com e unto m e " .

F o r  th e  present however we are w ork­

ing hard at the  language of our adopted 
cou ntry ,  fo r  it is an instrum ent which is 
indispensable in th e  achievem ent of our 
glorious end. It is however a difficult 
task; the  Japanese language is of an e xtraor­
dinary richness and consists in three  d if f­
erent styles of writing— the  Katakana, 
th e  Hirakana and the  hieroglyphics, of 
Chinese  origin. In order to  attain an 
exact knowledge of th e  language, it is thus 
necessary to com m it to m em ory som ething 
like 2 5 0 0  of these  " b e lo v e d "  characters .
I leave it to  your imagination to  conjure  
up th e  am ount of labour necessary to 
attain to  this  much needed knowledge. 
U p to the  present we have arrived at this 
point, that  if anyone speaks to us slowly, we 
grasp at least the  purport of th e  conv ers­
ation: we are able to  s tam m er out a few 
sentences of our own, and our broken 
utterances are due, not to overpow ering 
em otion, but to  lack of practice and lack of 
readiness in recalling th e  necessary c h a ­
racter;  we can read th e  language fairly 
freely. L e t  me hasten to assure you 
that  that  is a great step forward. O ur 
m osf ardent and sanguine expectation is, 
as you may readily guess, to be able to 
preach, even if  only for  five m inutes, and 
in a m anner ' at least intelligible  to our 
audience. O nly  when we have reached this 
point will we consider ourselves m ission­
aries. T h e n  there  wil l  be th e  task of 
hearing confessions. U p  to  now we have 
had perforce to rely on the  kindly sevices 
o f  the  Fathers  of th e  R ue du Bac fo r  the 
confessions of the  flock confided to our 
care.

W e  have received th e  visit of th e  Very 
Rev. F r  R icaldone. T h i s  event was a great 
one in this  outpost of th e  Congregation 
and was of great com fort  and help to  us, 
fo r  we thu s had an opportunity of laying 
open our difficulties and also th e  lines 
to  be followed in the  pursuance of our 
mission in Japan.

At present we form  but one com m unity  
at M iyasaki but we will have soon to se ­
parate fo r  our several fields of activity 
fo r  three  posts have been assigned to  us, 
namely, M iyasaki,  O ita  and N akassu.

Certainly we are not yet able to exercise  
in all its fu lness the  sacred m inistry nor 
to substitute  th e  missionaries who are 
handing over these places to  us, where they
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have been labouring for twenty odd years. 
However, while recognising our own in ­
sufficiency, we th ink  it advisable to co m ­
mence work, and to p u t  in operation our 
first a ttem pts, in order tha t  we may grow 
stronger and more successful in the  practice 
of the apostolate.

O ur arrival in Japan was greeted with 
joy by everybody N o t  having as yet 
realised any personal work, we would be 
very foolish to boast of even the  smallest 
result which may have come our way. 
T h e  little success we have had, is due in 
its entirety to  the Peres des Missions Etran- 
geres of Paris from whom we have every­
th ing  to  learn and imitate. T hey  it is 
who have laboured, sown and watered. 
Likewise to them  belongs the  merit of 
the  harvest.

T hese  few notes will probably convey 
to you the  notion th a t  our progress is 
very slow and in this you make no mistake. 
It is slow, and is likely to be so for some 
tim e to come, bu t since we know where 
the  evil lies, the  application of the  remedy 
will be a much easier m atter than  it 
would otherwise be.

For the  progress of our work we rely 
on the  prayers of the  Salesian C o-opera­
tors bu t particularly upon the  prayers of 
the  children in our schools. G od cannot 
refuse the  praver of a child. Hence we 
appeal to all Directors to ask for prayers 
for this Mission. T h e  news which reaches 
us of the  revival of missionary zeal in 
the  catholic world, fills us with the  best 
of hopes for the  fu ture . W ho knows if 
some of the  readers of the  Salesian Bul­
letin, some of the young men "w ho  do 
no work in England today", some of the 
many young readers of the  Missionary 
Magazines, will not come to join us in the

near future? Who knows but that these 
will come and take up our work, blazing 
the trail of catholicity through Japan, 
walking where we crawled, running where 
we walked, reaping where we sowed but 
all tending to the ultimate triumph of the 
church of G od?

T h ere  is such an appalling amount 
of work awaiting us in Japan. Recall 
to mind the latest statistics, that is, those 
of 1926. O f 60,000,000 Japanese there 
are only 91,000 catholics! T o  guide this 
little flock and to search for the wandering 
sheep there are but 225 catholic priests 
while the ministers of Buddhism number 
some 53,000. Each catholic priest would 
have at this rate 266,000 Japanese to con­
vert, if he wished to do his " b i t "  in lead­
ing this great nation to Rome. Will we 
ever come to the end of the work, think 
you, unless the workers for the salvation 
of this race are multiplied and m ul­
tiplied again? Shall we ever be enabled 
to have an indigenous clergy if our own 
men do not come forward to promote the 
faith, which G od has given them to impart 
to others? M a y  the L o rd  of the harvest 
send us the labourers! T h is  is the most 
ardent desire of the missionaries who 
behold the harvest preparing, and in places 
ripening, without having the necessary 
power to reap. We dream of the days to 
come when Japan shall be sending miss­
ionaries to preach to her sons abroad; 
when Japan shall be a great catholic nation; 
but at present we see but a short way into 
the future and that distance in fraught 
with great difficulties and hardships. But 
" T h e  kingdom of heaven suffereth vio­
lence and the violent bear it a w a y " .

J. T a n g u y  Salesian Missionary.

IM P O R T A N T . 1) Will readers, who are kind enough to send offerings 
for Masses or for the Salesian Bulletin, please take care that the letters containing 
the" money are registered. In the eveot of any letter going astray, as they are 
apt to do, we will then be in a position to trace the letter in questicn. —  2) T h e  
registered postage is 5 1/2d from Great Britain and 50 cents from America. —  
3) T h e  postage for a letter from Great Britain or the Colonies is 2  1/2d, 
and from America five cents.
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All Souls
T h e  persistent petition o f the Church for her 

departed children is fo r rest and light eternal, 
and so w e m ay conclude that the privation o f 
these things constitutes, to her m ind, the essen­
tial state o f the souls in purgatory. It is true, 
they " re s t  in C h rist" , they have fallen asleep 
in Him W hose m em bers they are, but not yet 
are they risen with Him into the splendours o f 
that L igh t which is H im self, W ho is the Lam p 
o f the C ity  o f Peace. T h e ir  unutterable yearn­
in g  and panting for G od  disturbs not by a ripple 
the tranquil ocean o f their utter resignation, 
their glad acquiescence in the decree o f Love 
and Justice, that keeps them back from  H im . 
But none the less terrific is their hunger and 
thirst fo r Him Who is their Rest, W hose pos­
session alone can give com plete and entire sa­
tisfaction to their m ighty spirits.

In our present sense-bound existence we can 
form  no conception, except by im age and sym bol 
and m etaphor, of the indescribable craving of 
the disem bodied soul fo r G od, the A uthor and 
End of its being. But even w hile we cannot 
understand, we som etim es long to want G od  
like that! W hether or not it be possible for 
every soul to go straight to heaven, we m ay 
safely take it for granted that the vast m ajority 
do not. T h is  is obviously the C h urch 's point 
o f view , else would she be so constant and in ­
sistent in her suffrages for the faithful departed ? 
Even w hile we aim at the highest— and which 
o f us constantly and consistently does th a t?—  
how far short we fa l l ! T h u s it is that som etim es, 
when sickened with self, ever ready to poison 
our m otives, to spoil our best actions; wearied 
b y our daily frailties; tired and ashamed o f our 
rebellions and resistances, our frettings under 
the shade of that Hand stretched out so caressingly; 
we long, perhaps, for that ante-cham ber to hea­
ven, to find ourselves am ong those blessed ones 
who resist G od no longer, but where at last, 
because He m ust, He has H is w ay with His 
fractious children, and where we shall eagerly 
surrender ourselves to those penal pains which 
m ust make ready our sin-stained souls for the 
V ision o f the M ost H oly.

Who has not lingered, with som ething like 
w istfu lness, on these lines of N ew m an's great 
poem :—

" Take me away, and in the lowest deep,
There let me be,
And there in hope the lone night-watches keep, 
Told out for me.
There, motionless and happy in my pain,
Lone, not forlorn—
There will I sing my sad perpetual strain,
Until the morn.

There will I sing, and soothe my stricken breast, 
Which ne'er can cease
To throb, and pine, and languish, till possest 
Of its Sole Peace.
There will I sing my absent Lord and Love:—  
Take me away,
That sooner I may rise, and go above,
And see Him in the truth of everlasting day".

M eanw hile, we m ust strive, in spite o f fa il­
ings, so to live as to render that period o f p ur­
gation as b rief as we m ay, for G od  yearns for 
us with infinite yearning, and how shall we 
w ilfu lly  keep Him w a itin g ?

Beyond the fact that there is a purgatory; 
that there those souls are detained and suffer 
for a tim e who, though dying in the grace and 
friendship o f G od, are yet unfit fo r His im m e­
diate Presence, and that the souls thus detained 
can be helped by the faithful still upon earth; 
we know nothing for certain, for the Church has 
defined no m ore. W e learn m any things, in 
im age and sym bol and m etaphor, from  the 
writings o f the saints, but although approved 
by the C h urch , as containing nothing contrary 
to faith, they yet have no place in her dogm atic 
teaching on purgatory. O f the nature of the 
sufferings o f the souls detained there, we neither 
have nor can have any sort o f experim ental 
knowledge w hatsoever, for their state is totally 
and entirely different from  our own. Precisely 
fo r this reason have Catholic writers in all ages 
been obliged to resort to m etaphor and sym bol, 
and they have done that freely and fearlessly 
when treating o f the sufferings o f purgatory.

For the Church herself the departed are those 
"w h o  have gone before us with the sign o f faith 
and sleep the sleep o f p eace". H er prayers 
for them are calm and strong. Sh e is lavish 
with the treasures she puts into our hands and 
bids us use them , by w ay o f suffrage, on their 
behalf.

Prayer fo r the dead is a tru ly Catholic in s­
tinct, and for most o f us the month of N ovem ber 
has a sacredness all its own. D ay and night 
there is present to our thoughts that vast sea 
o f souls, awaiting, with unspeakable longing, 
the unveiled V ision o f G od. And with a 
trem endous sense o f responsibility we realise 
that it is 'ours, because G od has so ordained, 
to hasten, if  we w ill, the possession o f the bliss 
fo r which they crave.

Pie Jesu Domine,
Dona eis requiem.

D . M .

He who has not learned to find pleasure 
in the good of others is not only unedu­
cated but uncivilised.
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The Poor Indians. LEST WE FORGET
A short time ago (April last to be pre­

cise) I encountered at the Mission a group 
of Indians who were carrying a coffin or 
rather an old canoe which had been adapt­
ed to serve as one. I approached them 
and asked whether the dead person was £  
man or a woman. Y ou  may imagine my 
horror and surprise on receiving the fo l­
lowing answer—

" I t  is a woman, but she is not yet dead " .
" W h a t "  I exclained in dismay " d o  you 

mean to say that you have placed a live 
wom an in that coffin?".

"W e l l  it is like th is "  was the calm re­
joinder, " S h e  has been on the point of 
death for some days but she does not seem 
to want to depart. Consequently we 
have brought her here to see what can be 
done about i t " .

What depths of ignorance still exist 
among these Indians! T h e y  at the doors 
of the capital of Rio Negro  and yet their 
ideas are still as barbarous as if they lived 
in the depths of a forest. T h e  case is 
somewhat the same as that of the great 
cities of today; the extremes of wealth and 
poverty are usually to be found cheek by 
jowl in the overcrowded cities of modern 
civilisation.

T h e y  carried their burden into a nearby 
hut and took off the lid of the coffin. I 
went over to see the sick person. It was 
indeed an old Indian Woman but the only 
signs of animation were contained in her 
eyes: " H a s  she been baptised" I asked.

" Y e s  she was baptised and married 
according to the rites of the Catholic 
C hurch, by one of the first missionaries".

T h u s  only thing that remained for me 
to do was the to give her absolution and 
administer Extreme Unction. Without 
loss of time I had her own people suggest 
to her to ask pardon for her sins, so that 
the missionary could give her absolution.

When the old woman had come round 
a little, and had struggled through the act 
of contrition, I gave her absolution, E x ­
treme Unction and the Papal Blessing.

A half-hour later she gave up her soul 
to G od . One can truly say that she 
waited for a priest in order to die.

Late Father B a l z o l a

Salesian Co-operators who, after having 
been to confession and communion, visit 
any church or public chapel, as also those 
who living in community, visit their pri­
vate chapel, and pray for the intentions 
of the Holy Father, can gain— :

A P lenary Indulgence.

Every month—

1) On any one day in the month at their 
choice.

2) On the day on which they make the 
Exercises for a Happy Death.

3) On the day on which they assist at a 
Salesian Co-operators ' meeting.

On each of the following clays—

N ovem ber 2 1 s t .  T h e  Presentation of
B .V .M . in t h e  T em ple . 

N ovem ber 22nd St. Cecilia.
December 8th T h e  Immaculate C o n ­

ception.
January 1st. T h e  Circumcision of 

Jesus.
January 2nd. T h e  Holy N am e 
January 6th. T h e  Epiphany.
January 18th. Chair of S t  Peter at 

Rome.

If is also worth remembrance.

Th at,  on the sole condition of being in the 
state of grace the Co-operators, who, in the 
midst of their daily worl<, unite their hearts 
to G od  by a short ejaculation, can gain 
each day— :

1) For any one of these ejaculations 
a plenary indulgence. T h e  choice of the 
particular ejaculation is left to each one's 
discretion.

2) For each of the others 400 days 
indulgence each time.

N B .  T h o se  Co-operators who, on 
account of sickness, cannot go to visit a 
church, can gain the above indulgences 
by -reciting at home, F ive Our Fathers, 
Five Hail M aries, and F ive G lory  be to 
the Fathers according to the intentions of 
the Holy Father.
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An O ld B o y ’s Corner

T o  undertake any venture in this world 
is to invite criticism. It would be a small 
thing if this criticism were constructive but 
it is most frequently destructive. The 
launching of any undertaking is regarded 
by its initiators with anxious eyes, by 
its friends with expectant eyes, and by its 
many enemies with sceptic eyes. This is 
all true in the material world. When 
one approaches the spiritual sphere, one 
can confidently say that the scepticism 
increases and the friendliness decreases. In 
the material world failure is but relative, 
and indicative of very little, while in the 
spiritual world failure is more absolute; 
and being more of a personal affair gives 
a very just indication of the state not 
only of a corporate body, but also of the 
component members of that body.

Hence the undertaking of a spiritual 
retreat by the Battersea Branch of the 
Salesian Old Boy's Association for its 
members was momentous. Many were 
the cares expended upon the preparations. 
Many were the anxieties expressed as to 
the success of the venture. However 
the result has more than justified the 
initiation of this extremely important 
work. The retreat, which was held at 
the Salesian School, Battersea, was an 
unqualified success. The more praise 
is due to this effort from the fact that the 
Battersea Branch of the Association, while 
being one of the youngest and smallest 
Branches, is yet the first in Europe to hold 
a retreat for its members. This fact is 
indicative of great spiritual activity in this 
body and augurs well for its future.

The preacher of the spiritual exercises 
was the famous Dominican, Rev. Vincent 
Me Nabb. It would be superfluous to 
attempt to reproduce the eminently prac­

tical discourses of the preacher, since 
those who heard them will find it difficult 
to forget them. Fr. McNabb delivered 
three sermons cach day, and devoted one 
hour daily to the solution of difficulties, 
placed in the "question box" by the 
retreatants. Many of these questions 
contained posers which crop up in the 
office, club, or tram and which sometimes 
find catholics unprepared. Fr. M cNabb 
gave the practical solutions and also the 
general principles for the answering of 
similar difficulties.

A special feature of the retreat was the 
earnest and eloquent sermonettes of the 
Very Rev. Grand President of the Associa­
tion, the Very.Rev. A. Tozzi, S. C. These 
short instructions were delivered after 
the night prayers and contained sound 
points of doctrine and instructive hints 
for the guidance of life. It is a distinctive 
characteristic of the Salesian training, to 
give a few minutes instruction to their 
pupils immediately after the night prayers, 
before retiring for the night. Thus 
the mi nd is provided with a subject for 
thought against the sleepless hours, and is 
thus guarded from the danger of wandering 
into the fields of idle if not of positively 
dangerous thought.

On Saturday evening a most instructive 
discourse was pronounced by the eminent 
catholic layman, F. Corballis Esq. on 
"  The Duties and opportunities of the 
Catholic L a ym a n " .  Many points were 
brought home to the retreatants that had 
lain dormant for long years, and many 
views on the position of catholics in the 
England of today, were well emphasised, 
so as to bring home the fact that the 
Catholic Church is an ever increasing 
body, and that its age-old dignity is becom­



ing once more recognised in the land 
where, in other days, no other church was 
acknowledged. On the Sunday evening 
another instructive lecture was deliver­
ed by the V ery  Rev. M .  H. M e  Carthy, 
S .  C . on "Co-operation in Salesian Works" . 
M a n y  were the vistas opened up for the 
astonished gaze of the audience. N ever  
had they dreamt they could be so effect­
ively useful in helping forward the Sa les­
ian activities. N ever had they realised 
how deficient they had been in helping

when there was a General Communion 
at the 8 . 0 .  a. m. M ass. At 10. o. a. m. 
F r  M c N a b b  preached the closing dis­
course which was followed by the Papal 
Benediction and by solemn Benediction 
of the M ost Holy Sacrament.

At the dinner M r  Daniel Dempsey, 
the able Treasurer of the Association, 
expressed in a neat speech the heartfelt 
thanks of the members towards the Very 
Rev. Fr. M e  Carthy, S . C . on account 
of the kindly and paternal feelings that

on the work which they all so much 
admired. T h e  efficacy of these two 
lectures will be amply borne out in the 
future.

On Sunday the 10. o. o'clock mass was 
celebrated for the repose of the souls of 
the deceased members of the Association. 
At this annual remembrance there were 
present some fifty or, sixty Old Boys. 
M a n y  of the visitors stayed the day and 
availed themselves of the opportunity 
of partaking in the retreat. T h e  number 
of retreatants was over thirty and would 
have been far more had not the business 
claims of many of the members precluded 
the possibility of taking part in the retreat. 
T h e  retreat closed on M onday morning

had induced him (F r  M e  Carthy) to 
profer the hospitality of Battersea to the 
Old Boys for their retreat. T h e  speaker 
also referred in glowing terms to the self 
sacrificing efforts of the Rev. Secretary 
of the Association, whose part in making 
the retreat such a success was by no means 
meagre.

Very Rev. F r  M e  Carthy in reply, thank­
ed M r  D em psey for the filial sentiments 
expressed, and also for the members' kind 
appreciation of his contribution towards 
the success of this first retreat. T h e  
Rev. speaker went on to say, how 
pleased he was to have had the retreat 
at Battersea, how edified he had been by 
the earnestness of the retreatants, how
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proud he felt that the first Association 
of the many Salesian Old Boys' Associa­
tions in Europe to hold a retreat should 
be that of the Battersea School.

T h e  Rev. Secretary, in response to 
repeated calls, remarked how exceedingly 
grateful he was, to have been instrumental 
in organising this first Salesian Old Boys' 
retreat. Concluding he said "G en tlem en , 
you have, by joining in this retreat, done 
a good work not only for yourselves, not 
only for our Branch of the Association, 
but for each and every Branch of the 
fellow Associations scattered throughout 
the world. T h e  value of this work will be 
revealed only in the eons of eternity".

T h e  retreatants were greatly encour­
aged and rejoiced by the fo llowing letter 
from the V ery  Rev. Superior General.

" I  understand that some of our dear Old 
Boys are assembled at Battersea for a 
Retreat. This fact gives me great pleasure 
and it is a great consolation, for it shows 
your sincere desire to improve yourselves 
in the practice of the Christian life, by recall­
ing to mind the sacred principles in which 
you were educated. It is also a proof of 
the love you bear your former Superiors and 
the Salesian Society. I most sincerely 
hope that this Retreat will be most successful 
and produce great spiritual fruit; and for 
this purpose I paternally bless all taking 
part in the Retreat, and I will pray that 
they may obtain the assistance of our Blessed 
Lady, Help of Christians and of our Found­
er Ven. Don Bosco,

With most cordial greetings to all, 
Yours affectionately in Jesus Christ,

P h i l i p  R i n a l d i , Superior General.

At the conclusion of the Retreat the 
following telegram was sent to the Superior 
General and Superior Chapter of the 
Salesians.

"The first party of Salesian Old Boys 
gathered in Retreat at Battersea send filial 
and cordial greetings to the Very Rev. Don 
Rinaldi and the Superiors at Turin, with 
hearty thanks for the so kind letter received".

A photograph was taken of the retreat­
ants and is herewith produced. U n ­
fortunately many had already left for 
their various destinations before the group, 
was taken. On M onday  afternoon the

retreatants went by char - a - banc to the 
Salesian School, Chertsey where they 
were most kindly entertained by the Very 
Rev. W . G .  Austen. S . C . B. A.

A most remarkable feature of this 
course of spiritual exercises was the time 
at which it was held. T h e  time chosen 
was the August Bank Holiday week-end. 
T h is  period is the " c lo s e "  season of 
holiday - making and is very often a 
period of sin, of vice, in an otherwise 
innocent year. It seems that at this time 
the spirits of the old pagans invade the 
bodies of phelgmatic Englishmen, and 
enslave them to their immoral principles. 
7  he flesh at this time is very weak indeed. 
Hence all the more praise is due to those 
who forewent this holiday, to spend the 
days apart with G od , and to enjoy spiritual 
pleasures. For some of the retreatants 
these few  days were the only days rest 
in their year's work, and yet willingly did 
they give them up. Surely  they will be 
rewarded. Even from a material point 
of view they will be re-invigorated, for 
many holidays are but periods of strenuous 
and fatiguing exercises for most people, 
while the period in retreat was in every 
sense a rest. But the material consider­
ation is not the one which is worthy of 
consideration. T h e  real benefit is contain­
ed in those words of the Divine Saviour 
of M ankind " Seek ye first the kingdom 
of heaven and its justice and all these things 
will be added unto you". T h e y  have 
sought first the kingdom of heaven, and 
without doubt all these things, which they 
need for soul and body will be added unto 
them.

A THOUGHT 
FOR DECEMBER.

Oh that the sacred birth o f  the dear 
Infant o f  Betlhehem would cause 
holy affections to he horn in our 
hearts! I  do not know o f  any my­
stery that so sweetly blends tender­
ness with austerity, love with rigour, 
sweetness with bitterness.

S t. Francis o f S a le s .
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DEVOTION TO OUR LADY 
HELP OF CHRISTIANS

“ Men say that loving thee I  dim 
The glory o f Thy Son Divine,

Bui otherwise I  learn o f Him,
And call thee His, and find thee mine. ”

December 8th. 1841.
I would like my readers to come with 

me in fancy to the city of Turin in 
"Northern Italy. Moreover the time must 
be in the early morning and in the former 
half of the past century. The streets are 
at this time (1841) picturesque. The 
national costume is more elegant and gay. 
T h e  streets are more safe for pedestrians. 
Th e churches are numerous and the 
faithful more ready to pay their homage 
to their creator. The weather is cold, 
bitterly cold, for the winters in Turin 
are more severe than those of England. 
We take our way along a narrow street 
which is the centre of the business houses 
of Turin, and turn off on the left, into a 
side street where stands a Church. The 
exterior like that of most Italian churches 
is unpretentious. The interior is rather 
gawdy to our sober tastes but well in 
keeping with the tastes and character of 
the people who therein worship.

The sacristy is at the top of the church 
and we must traverse the whole of the 
nave to reach it. Once in the sacristy 
let us compose ourselves for a good look 
round. The vestment chest stands in 
the middle of the floor. The walls are 
lined with massive cupboards made of 
oak, while in the corners stand the confes­
sionals. These things we take in at a 
glance, but our attention is claimed by a 
priest who stands in the sacristy vesting 
for mass. A cursory glance at this man 
reveals no striking features. Of middle 
height, well made limbs, and a fine head 
are the general aspects that strike us. On 
closer observation however, there becomes 
apparent a very different aspect, the whole 
bearing of the man is dignified, recollect­

ed and reserved. Exteriorly there appear 
the signs of great interior recollection 
and tranquility of spirit. A man that 
you would trust with your life, and what 
is more important with the guidance of 
your immortal soul.

However the priest is ready for mass 
and the sacristan looks round for a server. 
Suddenly, he catches sight of a boy in one 
of the corners (probably he had come 
into the sacristy for greater warmth), 
and peremptorily summons him to come 
and serve the priest's mass. In faltering 
accents the boy says that he is ignorant 
of the manner of serving at mass, for he 
has never served before. The sacristan 
insists, but finding that he is on a fruitless 
subject, betakes himself to belabouring 
the head and shoulders of the boy with 
blows. Driving him from the sacristy, 
he reviles him with opprobrious names, 
for coming into the sacristy without 
being able to serve mass. Suddenly 
there breaks in on the scene the voice of 
the priest. It is stern and sounds angry. 
— "W hat on earth are you doing to the 
child? Why are you beating him ? What 
has he d o n e?"  The sacristan turns round 
and answers— " I  am beating him for 
daring to enter my sacristy although he 
is ignorant of how to serve M ass" .

—  " B u t "  remarks the priest "you are 
in the wrong. You have no right to hit 
the boy".

—  "W hat has that to do with you ? "
—  " I t  has a great deal to do with me, 

the boy is a friend of mine: call him back 
immediately: tell him I want to talk to 
him".

—  The sacristan, grumbling under his 
breath, goes out, and we hear him calling 
"Blockhead, blockhead, come here". By



dint of much persuasion and a promise 
to refrain from beating him the sacristan 
induces the boy to return. T h e  boy is 
in tears and approaches the priest trem bl­
ing for the reproof that he expects. H o w ­
ever one glance at the priest reassures 
the child. T h e  face of the priest is lit

“  You hove no right to hit the boy „.

up with a most benign smile that imparts 
to it something of heavenly attraction, and 
which sets the boy at his ease at once. 
T h e  sacristan, in wonder, listens to the 
following conversation.

—  "W e ll ,  my little man, have you 
already heard M ass ? "

—  "  N o  fath er" .
—  "C o m e  then and hear mine: after­

wards 1 have something to say to you 
that will please you very m u ch ".

1 he child willingly promised. T h e

priest on his part led the boy to the altar 
at which he was about to celebrate and 
seemed bent on erasing the bad im press­
ion the sacristan had given the child of 
the church. When the M ass is over and 
the priest has made his thanksgiving, he 
goes to seek his young friend who is now 
in good humour and leads him to the 
sacristy. After talking and smiling toge­
ther for some moments, the priest asks 
the boy— .

—  "W h a t  is your name, my little man ? "
—  "B arth o lom ew  G a re l l i " .
—  "W h ere  do you l i v e ? " .
—  " M y  home is at A st i " .
-— " A n d  is your father l i v in g ? " .
—  " N o ,  he is d ead " .
—  " A n d  your m o th e r ? " .
-—  " S h e  is also d ead ".

, —  " H o w  old are y o u ? "
—  " 1  am sixteen".
—  " C a n  you read and w r i t e ? " .
—  " N o ,  1 know nothing".
—  " H a v e  you made your first com ­

munion ? "
—  " N o t  y e t " .
—  " H a v e  you made your first confes­

sion ? "
—  " Y e s ,  but when I was sm all" .
—  " D o  you go to catechism c la s s ? "
—  " N o  I do not venture to do s o " .
—  " W h y  n o t ? "
—  "B eca u se  my companions are all 

smaller and younger than I am, and know 
far more, and I am a great big lump of 
a fellow who knows nothing, and so i am 
ashamed to go to the classes".

—  " I f  I teach you your catechism by 
yourself would you come to le a r n ? "

—  " I  would come most w ill ing lv" .
—  "W o u ld  you come willingly to this 

room ?".
. —  " Y e s ,  so long as I don't get my ears 
boxed for com ing".

—  " S e t  your mind at rest, no-one will 
maltreat you here. You  shall be my friend 
and will have to do with me, arid with 
no-one else. When would you like to 
begin your class ? "

—  " A s  soon as you l ike".
—  " T h i s  e v e n in g ? "
—  " Y e s " .
—  "S h a l l  we begin n o w ? " .
—  " Y e s ,  right away if  you are at leisure 

and can put up with m e " .
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The priest kneels down and the boy 
follows his example. An " A ve M a ria "  
is recited with great fervour on the part 
of the priest and they arise making the 
sign of the cross, at least the priest makes 
the sign of the cross, the boy does not, 
for he is ignorant of the method.

Th e first class consists in instructing 
the youth in the sign of the cross, a few 
ideas of God, the end of creation and 
the words of the mass. The priest then 
gives the youth a medal of the Mother 
of God and dismisses him, getting his 
promise to return on the morrow.

There, dear readers, you have the 
origin of the Salesian work. The priest 
was Don Bosco, the boy his first pupil 
and the church, that of St. Francis of 
Assisi at Turin. The day as you will 
have noticed is the 8th of December, the 
solemn feast of the Immaculate Mother 
of God. The Venerable Servant of God 
had long felt the need of a work on behalf 
of neglected youth. His early dreams 
had been of that labour of love. His 
ambitions were still fixed on providing a 
home, instruction and protection for 
those whose path was beset with vice, and 
who had no defence against the wicked­
ness and snares of the devil.

For this work there was needed a mo­
ther. Who then is more loving than 
M ary, the Mother of God ? Who more 
ready to succour the children of men 
than the Help of Christians? Who more 
tender than the Mother of Sorrows ? 
This then was the loving mother Don 
Bosco chose for his boys. It was on 
this day of Her great feast that he inaug­
urated his work. In succeeding years 
the 8th of December was the day par 
excellence for starting a new work. He 
began his work with an " A ve M a r ia " . 
T he fruits borne by that simple and 
beautiful prayer are evident in the rapid 
diffusion of the Salesian Congregation. 
The work of Mary is ever for the children 
of men and She favoured Her servant 
Don Bosco above the other men of his 
time, just because his devotion to Her 
was so vivid, so real, so deep, so fervent.

T he 8th of December every year should 
be the day of thanksgiving for the many 
benefits bestowed on the Salesian Congreg­
ation. 1  he Mother of God has protected

this Her work from its very origin. Don 
Bosco has popularised and extended de­
votion to Mary under the title of Help 
of Christians, the most glorious title after 
Mother of God, and almost the comple­
ment of it. By becoming Mother of God, 
She became the Mother of Christ, the 
God-Man, who is our brother. Her 
love for us, is second only to Her love of 
God. The intensity of Her love is borne 
out by the fact that She is the co-redemp- 
trix of the human race. The Mother of 
Sorrows, the Mother of men, the Help 
of Christians, all synonymous titles. 
Sorrow and man are inevitable and insep­
arable. T o  bear that sorrow we need 
Mary, the Help of Christians. Let us 
all then turn to Her at all times, in trouble 
in joy, in tears, in gladness, in distress, 
in rejoicing, in success, in failure. Let 
us begin all our actions " I n  the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost" and with an A ve M aria. Let 
us thus imitate the illustrious example 
of Don Bosco and we may rest assured 
that, as we began our actions in Mary, we 
will end them in Mary, and She will lead 
us to God with these beautiful words 
" T h is  is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased".

MOTOR CHAPEL FOR PATAGONIA.
Remote plateaus and mountain lastnesses 

will be traversed by the motor chapel which 
has just been inaugurated and blessed here 
by Mgr. Gaudenzio M onachino, inspector 
and supervisor o f the Salesian M issions in 
Patagonia.

T he Minister o f W ar and other Governm ent 
officials were am ong the brillant assem bly 
gathered for the cerem ony.

Mass wass celebrated in the chapel at the 
close o f its consecration by Mgr. M onachino, 
followed by addresses by F r . Giuseppe S ilva, 
S .C ., and Lieut.-C ol. Sanchez Revnappe.

The chapel, which was exhibited at the 
»c alesian M issionary Exposition in Turin , 
Italy, last autumn, is mounted on a chassis 
which was the gift o f the F iat Com pany of 
that city.

T h e generous donor of the body of the 
car, or the chapel itself, is known to be a 
distinguished lady o f Buenos A ires, who, 
however, prelers to preserve complete anon­
ym ity.
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“You know not the hour...” .

On October 3rd the sad news reached the 
Salesian community at Battersea that their 
esteemed confrere, the V ery R ev. Father 
Michael De Bary, rector of the Salesian In­
stitute at Cape Tow n, had met that day with 
a fatal accident.

No details are available as yet, but it 
would appear that the boys o f the Institute, 
accom panied by their masters, were m aking 
an excursion up the mountain. The first 
Monday in October is a general holiday in 
Cape Tow n, and Father De Bary him self 
took part in in the boys’ outing. Apparently 
he slipped on the mountain side, lost his 
footing, and fell sixty feet on the rocks 
below.

He was born at Bruges, Belgium , on 
April 7th, 1878. H is mother was Pauline 
M ostyn—a member o f the illustrious Catholic 
fam ily closely connected with the famous 
Lord Petre. T he present Archbishop of 
Cardiff, a member o f that fam ily, is a cousin 
o f the deceased priest.

Father De Bary first entered the Salesian 
Society at Battersea in 1895. He completed 
his philosophical and theological studies 
there, and was ordained at St. G eorge ’s 
Cathedral, Southwark, by Cardinal Bourne, 
then Bishop o f Southwark.

A  few years after ordination he was 
appointed rector o f the Salesian N ovitiate

House at Burwash, Sussex, and later on he 
held the important post o f Spiritual Director 
and Confessor to the Salesian School at 
Battersea. He was also for several years 
secretary to the V ery R ev. Francis Scaloni, 
S .C ., Provincial of the Salesians in England, 
Ireland and South A frica.

In 19 19  he became rector o f the Salesian 
School at East H ill, W andsworth, where he 
made many friends by his genial manner 
and kindly disposition. During this time, 
too, he did very useful work as chaplain to 
W andsworth Prison, and he was also for 
many years a devoted Spiritual Director to 
several convents, where his work and spiritual 
guidance were deeply appreciated.

In 1923 he was nominated to the important 
position of rector o f the large Salesian Insti­
tute in Som erset Road, Cape Tow n. H is work 
there was eminently successful, and he en­
deared him self to all by his kindly manner, 
and he made many fast friends both inside 
and outside the Institute.

He seemed to be naturally fitted lor the 
many positions which he held throughout his 
life, for besides being a skilled linguist, he 
was well-known for his broad-m indedness, 
his affability, gentleness and solid piety; it 
can be truly said o f him that “ he would 
not w ilfully do anything that would cause 
the slightest pain to an yon e.”  His sacerdo­
tal jubilee, last February, was a real triumph, 
and manifested beyond any doubt the deep 
esteem and veneration in which the good 
father was held.

W hen the late Father Provincial, the V ery  
Rev. Francis Scaloni, was m aking his cano­
nical visitation last year of the Salesian 
Houses in South A frica  and the Belgian 
Congo, Fether De Bary aicom panied him 
from the Cape to the Congo, as his secretary 
and guide, assisted him in his labours, and 
was assidous in attending to his needs during 
his fatal illness. And when Father Scaloni 
breathed his last, at Elizabethville, in the 
Congo, so many thousands of m iles away 
from those who were awaiting his return to 
England, Father De Bary was by his side, 
as the representative o f the English  Province 
o f the Salesians, and was able to console 
him and subsequently do honour to him at 
his funeral.

M oreover, all the details connected with 
that last journey and illness o f the late- 
lamented Father Provincial came from the 
able pen and thoughtful care o f the good 
Father, who him self has now gone to the 
reward o f his labours, after a life spent 
wholly in G o d ’s service and devoted to the 
many varied duties which he was called upon 
to perform. May he rest in peace.



REVIEWS RECEIVED.
GRACES AND FAVOURS

S l i e m a  {M alta). —  A servant of Mary 
Help of Christians desires to thank Our 
Lady for help obtained to pass a difficult 
exam i nation.

E. de M .

W a n s t e a d , E s s e x , (England). —  Please 
publish my very grateful thanks to Mary 
Help of Christians for a temporal favour 
received, after a Novena made in Her 
honour. Please also offer a Mass in 
thanksgiving and in gratitude for this 
favour.

J. M . C.

IRELAND. —  Kindly publish in the 
Salesian Bulletin my heartfelt thanks to 
Our Lady, Help of Christians for the 
following favour obtained. M y niece 
contracted inflamation of the bowels, and 
the inflamation rapidly spread to her 
head. All the doctors declared her case 
hopeless. However after a novena to 
Don Bosco's Madonna all signs of the 
disease passed and the girl is now quite 
well. 0  Clement, 0  Pious, 0  Sweet 
Virgin Mary.

A Client of Our L a dy , 
Help of Christians.

C a m a n o c k  {India). —  Some years ago 
my brother had a marvellous recovery 
from bubonic plague. This was while 
we were at Basara. Since that event 
which we all ascribe to the efficacious 
intercession of Mary, Help of Christians, 
I, and all my family, have had a special 
devotion to the powerful queen of Heaven 
under this title. Also, ever since that 
date, many small favours have been grant­
ed to me and other members of may 
family. Difficulties have been overcome 
that I never thought could be obviated 
Hence I feel it incumbent on me to make 
a small offering in honour of the powerful 
protectrix. Enclosed please find my off­
ering to defray expenses of Her Shrine 
at Turin, and to help forward Her chosen 
modern work, the Salesian Congregation.

P. D. F e r n a n d e s .

T he editor begs to acknowledge receipt 
of: Far East, Catholic Missions, The Field 
Afar, Our Missions, The Little Mission­
ary, Canadian Messenger of the Sacred 
Heart, The Poor Souls' Friend, St Jos­
eph's Sheaf, Help of Christians, Don 
Bosco Messenger, St Anthony's Annuals.

N B . An exchange of reviews with any 
other Missionary magazine would be 
welcomed by the editor.

The Little Missionary. Techny. U .S .A .
With September there begins a new 

year in the successful career of the above 
named missionary magazine. Easily the 
best magazine of its kind, the Little M iss­
ionary caters for the romantic tastes of 
children. There is not a dull page in 
the whole of its twenty-four pages. Child­
ren are transported to other lands. Wond­
rous events are witnessed. Indian Princ­
esses live again for them. Wondrous 
tales are told of the quaint customs of 
other nations. Fairy tales and Folk-lore 
entrance the ideal mind of youth. M ay 
we soon see a magazine of this kind in 
England. Here is provided healthy, en­
thralling literature for the younger gener­
ation. Here is set before them an ideal 
to be attained, a cause to be championed, 
the cause of the ignorant pagans, an enemy 
to be overthrown, the prince of dark­
ness. Youth needs an ideal; here it is 
provided with the highest of all ideals—  
the spreading of the truth of Christ. 
Prospere, procede et regna.

Immaculate.
F a r down the ages of eternity 

Ere stars their vigil kept,
Within the bosom of the God Most High 

The thought of M ary slept.
And when the new-made stars gave praise to God 

On glad creation's morn,
They were but figures of a brighter Star—

God’s Mother, yet unborn.
And when eternity gave unto time 

The Virgin preordained 
To be the Mother of the God made M an,

H er soul came forth unstained 
B y  e'en the shadow that o'er earth was cast 

B y  Eden's fateful tree—
H er heart a crystal lily-vase that held 

The Flower, of Purity.



THE LIFE OF THE YEN. DON BOSCO
By G. LEMOYNE of the Salesian Congregation.

C H A P T E R  X X I X .
(Continued).

"  On the 9th of M arch  1 8 6 1 "  records 
Don Bonetti's chronicle " D o n  Bosco 
returned from the Sem inary at Bergamo. 
His coming was awaited by some, with 
great anxiety and apprehension, while all 
the others were quite jubilant over his 
return. T h e  day of his return being a 
Saturday he took care to warn those boys 
that had been won over by the attacks 
of  the devil. On the following day he 
said that some of them had already been 
to see him, that others had come to him 
•when he sent for them, but that the rest 
scarcely saw him but they ran away. M e e t­
ing during the course of the day, some 
of these latter, he said to them, "H e l lo !  
what caused you to run aw ay?"  T h e  
boys no sooner heard this question, so 
different from the reproachful words they 
expected, than they began to cry and 
went to confession".

T h e  chronicle takes up the narrative 
on the 10th of the following February. 
" T h i s  even ing" writes Don Bonetti " fo u r  
or five of us were in Don Bosco's room. 
T h e  rest of the' community were in the 
Oratory Theatre. 1 asked Don Bosco 
how it was that he was able to see events 
which were taking place a great distance 
away. He explained it thus " I t  is as 
though, there were a telegraph wire 
from my head to the desired place. T o  
establish communication it suffices that I 
concentrate my thoughts on the place I 
desire and suddenly I see what is happen­
ing at that spot. For example, here I am 
in my room. N o w , since I so desire, I 
see a boy under the portico."

"  Nevertheless we cannot understand 
i t "  we all exclaimed.

" A h "  responded Don Bosco "th at  
is because you do not know the knack 
of it. You  do not understand the work­
ings of the conjurer's b o x " .

With these words he made us burst 
out laughing,, and so extricated himself

from the necessity of further explanation. 
Th en  glancing over us all with the great­
est tenderness he said " H o w  fortunate 
are all of you. Y ou  are still young men 
and have still many years in which to 
work for Our Divine Redeemer. Y o u  
have still plenty of time to heap up 
merit for the next life. I, on the con­
trary, am already old and must soon die 
and present myself before my Judge with 
empty hands".

Upon this, one of us observed that he 
had no right to talk in that fashion, for 
he gave himself no rest. Day and night 
he worked for G o d  and consequently his 
hands would not be empty. He however 
insisted that all he did was only what 
his duty bound him to do. His priest­
hood was given him merely to perform 
that work. One of us then interposed 
with the remark that it would be better 
to refrain from accepting the priesthood. 
Don Bosco however replied— " D i d  O u r  
Lord ever say that he wished anyone to 
refrain from his vocation ? N a y  rather 
one must not resist the call, but obey it 
with all care. For the rest I console 
myself with the thought, that G o d  is rich 
in mercy and that when we appear be­
fore Him and can truthfully s a y "  I have 
done the work thou gavest me to do". 
He, on his part, in the infinity of His mercy 
will not be able to refrain from w e l­
coming us with these beautiful words 
"  Well done thou good and faithful ser­
vant: because thou hast been faithful in 
a few things I will place thee over many 
things. Enter thou into the joy of thy 
L o rd ".

These, and others even more remarka­
ble, were the marvels which occurred 
in the daily life of Don Bosco. Prophecy, 
the gift of reading the secrets of a soul, 
miraculous cures, conversions, and the 
other great gifts, with which a beneficent 
G od had endowed him, kept us in a con­
tinual state of wonderment. For some 
years past, young men like Ruffino and 
Bonetti had written down a sufficiently
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prolix record of all they had seen and 
heard. In 1861 however the idea o f  form - 
ing a Commission, to take account of the 
most important and unusual happenings, 
was entertained. T h e  great and lum in­
ous gifts which shone forth in Don 
Bosco; the extraordinary facts which 
happened to him and which were a source 
of admiration to all of us; his singular 
manner of guiding youth along the thorny 
path of virtue; the great designs which 
he showed he had in his head for the 
future; all these revealed in him som e­
thing supernatural, and made us predict 
more glorious days both for him and for 
the Oratory. T h ese  facts also imposed on 
us a strict obligation of gratitude and the 
duty of preventing anything that happen­
ed to Don Bosco from falling into obliv- 
vion, and of doing our utmost to keep his 
memory green against the day, when the 
spendour of his fame would light up the 
whole world and be a sure guide for the 
youth of future generations. T h is  then 
was the scope of the Commission which 
was set up by us. It was composed of 
the following members— Frs. Alasonatti, 
Rua, Savio, and T u rch i ,  C av: Oreglia 
di S .  Stephano Federico, Brothers Ca- 
gliero, Francesia, Durando, Cerruti, An- 
fossi, Provera, Bonetti, Chivarello and 
Ruffino. At the first sitting Brothers C h i­
varello, Bonetti and Ruffino were appointed 
as the principal recorders of any extraordi­
nary events. At the second, held on March 
3rd 18 6 1 ,  votes were taken for the offi­
ces of President, Vice-President and S e ­
cretary to which F r .  Rua, Fr . T urch i, 
and Brother Ruffino were respectively 
elected. T h e  documents of this C o m ­
mission have been carefully preserved.

" T h i s  was indeed the golden age of 
the Oratory. Even among the boys there 
were examples of shining v irtu e" .  So 
writes Don Bonetti "T h e s e  were the 
boys who imitated the life of Dominic 
Savio and renewed amongst us the w ond­
erful and supernatural works which had 
been so conspicuous in the days of that 
holy youth. T h e  boys loved one an­
other like so many brothers: there was 
no strife, discord or quarrels amongst 
them: they formed but one heart and 
one soul in loving G od  and consoling 
Don Bosco. So  great was the care exer­

Rev. John Balzola.
Salesian Missionary.

It is with the most poignant feelings o f so rro w  
that we announce the death o f F r. Balzola. 
From  the year 1 893 this priest has devoted all 
his energies to the evangelization o f the Savages. 
F or two years he was secretary to the apostle 
o f Brazil, M g r Lasagna, and then at the instance 
o f the G overnm ent, undertook the direction of 
T h eresa Christian C olony, for the civilization 
o f the Indians o f the Rio Lorenzo. T h ree  
years o f intense suffering and privation follow ed,, 
but success attended his efforts. In 1898 he- 
conducted three o f these Indians to Europe, and 
they were baptized by Don Rua in the Basilica 
at T u rin .

On his return to M atto G rosso , F r  Balzola 
in conjunction with F r  M alan undertook th e- 
foundation  o f a new m issionary post. A fter 
much exploration he initiated the w ork at 
Barreiro. A fter seven months construction 
had been achieved, the place was surrounded 
by Indians ready to slay all the inhabitants. 
T h e  fam ous captain Joachin was how ever p er­
suaded that the m issionaries were em issaries o f  
the “ G reat S p ir it " ,  and thus the situation was 
saved. F r. Balzola rem ained in these forests 
until 1 91 5  living with the Indians, settling 
their disputes, ruling them and beloved by alL- 
T h e  good he here achieved is incalculable.

In 1 9 1 5  he turned his energies to the Indians 
o f the Rio N egro. For tw elve long hard years 
he laboured in this mission everyw here being 
successful, from  his id entifying h im self with 
the people he wished to convert. He was 
indeed all things to all men to gain all to Christ.- 
In this m ission he founded the residences at 
S t . G abriel Taracua and Barcellos. H is energies-

cised by all to behave themselves at all 
times, that it was a rare occurrence for a 
boy to lose a mark in the weekly record 
of conduct. T h is  was indeed a fine re­
cord and it was noticed that if  by some 
chance a boy did lose a mark, his con­
duct henceforth would be such, that, in- 
all probability, he would not lose another 
during the rest of the year."

(To be continued).
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were occupied however in expeditions of every 
kind among the Indians.

W orn out by his fatigues he came to Europe 
in 1925. However, restless as ever, he spent 
the time in giving missionary conferences which 
were productive of much good. His command 
o f  Italian was somewhat poor, for his life had 
been spent among another nation, with few 
chances of practising his native tongue. God 
however made up for this deficiency and his 
halting language was more eloquent that the 
rhetorical periods of more cultured men. On 
his return to his mission, an extraordinary 
drought redoubled his fatigues and pre-oc­
cupations. He began to waste away. T h e  
doctors whom he consulted forbade him to 
return to the mission. Fr. Balzola however, 
knowing how vital were his services to the 
mission at Barcellos, returned to put affairs in 
order. It pleased G o d  to call this indefatigable 
missionary to Himself  while in the labour of 
his life and heart.

T h e  death of this missionary is a great loss 
to the Salesian Congregation but will also be 
an earnest of great blessings, according to those 
words of  Don Bosco— "W henever  a Salesian 
falls under the fatigues of his apostolate and 
departs from the field of labour, then be assured 
that our Congregation has won a splendid 
triumph and that copious blessings will descend 
upon it from heaven” .

However since we know not the exigencies 
o f  the justice of G od  let us pray for the eternal 
repose of the soul of Fr .  Balzola, and may he 
on his entrance into beaven bless all who per­
form this truly Christian work.

Our Co-operators and Readers are asked  
to pray for the eternal repose o f  the souls 
o f  the Following Salesian Brethren and Co- 
operators who have died recently.

Rt. Rev. I. Meerchaert. D. D., Oklahoma (U .S.A )  
Very R ev. Dr. M anigot P. P., V . G . ,  Granada 

(W . Indies).
Rev. J. O 'Callaghan, Co Cork, (Ireland).
Dr. J. Th il l ,  Echternach (Luxembourg)
M r .  Conbishley, Preston (England).
M r. M artin , Co Cork (Ireland)
M r. T .  O 'Connell,  Co Cork (Ireland).
M r. J. O 'K ee fe ,  Co Kilkenny (Ireland).
M r. P. Ruddy, Co M ayo (Ireland).
M rs.  Roche, Co W exford, (Ireland).
M rs .  W . Standford, Rendelbosch (S. Africa). 
M rs.  E. Finn, Co W exford, (Ireland).

Permissu S uperiorum - G eneral, D. Domenico G arneri. 
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SOCIETÀ EDITRICE INTERNAZIONALE
TORINO (Italia) - Corso REGINA MARGHERITA, 174

C i p r i a n o  (S.). — L ’unità della C hiesa C attolica. Introduzione, testo latino con note a  c u r a  
di S. Colombo L. i —

Da  D ante a Pontano. Saggi di prosa e poesia umanistica di Dante, Petrarca, Poliziano e Pon- 
tano a cura di U. Cosmo e P. P. Gerosa » 12 —

E u t r o p i o . — Brev iar ium ab Urbe condita. Con note, 54 ill., a cura di A . Calvi »  S —

F e d r o . — Le favole, con note di S . Sciuto » 7 —

F lo r i legium Hieronymianum, anno MD a Maximi Doctoris obitu recensuit, adnotationibus 
auxit Angelus Ficarra, praefatus est Felix Ramorinus, curavit Pia Societas e S. Hieronymo 
mincupata evangeliis italice pervulgandis » 10 —

G e r o l a m o  (S.). — Quattordicl  lettere scelte e illustrate a cura di E . Ceria » 4 —

La cultura romana.  Luoghi scelti di Lucrezio, Cicerone, Seneca, Quintiliauo, illustrati e coor- 
dinati per una sintetica rappresentazione della cultura e delle istituzioni romane a cura di 
V. Ragazzini » 16 —

L h o m o n d  C. F r a n c . — Epitome della Stor ia Sacra . Nuova edizione con l ’aggiunta di ca- 
pitoli sul Nuovo Testamento e con un pin ampio dizionario Iatino-italiano » 3  —

L u c r e z i o  T .  C a r o . — De Rerum Natura.  L u o g h i  s ce lt i  ed  a n n o ta t i  d a  M .  B e l l i  » 5 —

Luoghi  scelti da autori latini a cura di S. Sciuto.
Vol. I. Cesare (De bello gallico) - Fedro - Livio - Ovidio (Metamorfosi e elegie) e Ti- 

bullo

N e p o t e  C. — Le YIte del piu celebrl capitani, con introduzione, note e dizionario a cura 
di E . Ceria »

O r a z i o  F. Q. — Le satire. Introduzione e note a cura di G. Puppo »
— L ’ a r t e  p o e t ic a . Introduzione e note di G . Puppo »
— L e  O di. Testo, commento e una introduz. sulla metrica oraziana a cura di M. Cerrati »

O v i d i o  P. N. — Elegie scelte. Con introduzione e note di S. Sciuto »
— T r i s t i a .  Libro I con introduzione e commento di G . Maser a >
— I fasti. Scelta, introduzione e commento di E . Curotto »
— Le metamorfosi,  Luoghi scelti con introduzione e commento di E . Curotto »

Pagine scelte da Cornelio, Cesare, Sallustio, Cicerone, Livio, Fedro, Ovidio, Tibullo e .Catullo. 
A  cura di S . Sciuto » 15 —

Pensiero cristiano (II). Pagine scelte di Minucio Felice, di Lattanzio, di S . Ambrogio e di 
S . Agostino. Testo latino con note a cura di S . Colombo » 10 —

P l a u t o  M .  A .  — Hulularia.  Con introduzione e note di F . Ravello » 4 —
— G a p t iv i .  Con introduzione e note di P. Giardelli » 5 —
— Trinummus.  Con introduzione e note di F . Ravello » 3 —

Poesia latina da Tibullo, Catullo, Ovidio, Properzio e Virgilio. A  cura di S . Sciuto » 8 —

Poeti cristiani latini dei secoli 111 a vi. Pagine scelte con cenni biogralici, commento metrico 
e note di S . Colombo » 6 —
Conliene Scritti scelti da Connnodiano, A. Prudenzio Clemente, Ponzio Meropio Paolino, Petronia I’roba,

G . Vezzio Aquilino Giovenco, S . Damaso Papa, Sedulio, Cipriano, Gallo, Venanzio Furtunato, ecc.

Poeti latini (Ovidio, Tibullo, Virgilio). Scelta e commento di S . Sciuto » S —

Prima (L a )  lettura di Virgil io. Nuovo saggio di crestomazia vergiliana a cura di Eugenio 
Ceria » 10 —

Prosa  latina cristiana. Pagine scelte e annotate a cura di S . Colombo. Vol. I » 6 — 
Conliene: Scritti scelti da Sulpizio Severo, da Lattanzio, da S . Cipriano, da Minucio Felice, da S . Am­

brogio, da Cronache vane.

Prosa  latina cristiana. Pagine scelte e annotate a cura di S . Colombo. Vol. II » S — 
Conliene: Scritti scelti dal la Passio Ss. M ariani el Jacobi, dalla Passio Ss. Montani el Luciae, da Ruffino

d ’Aquileia, da S . Gerolam o, da Vittore Vitense, da Paolo Orosio, da Tertulliano, da Ugo da Vittore.

13 —
cura
7 —

10 —
3 —
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3 50
6 —
7 50
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SOCIETÀ EDITRICE INTERNAZIONALE
TORINO ( I t al i a)  Corso Regina Margherita, 174

Prosa  latina crlstiana. Pagine scelte e annotate a cura di S. Colombo. Vol. I l l  L. 15 — 
Contiene: Scritti scelti dalla Passio Ss. Perpetuae et Felicitatis; Vila di S. Cipriano, scritta da Ponzio, 

suo diacono; la Vita d i Sant'Am brogio, vescovo di Milano (340-397), scritta da Paolino, suo segretario; dalla 
Vita d i Sant'Agostino di Possidio; De tesiimonio aniniae di Q. S . F . Tertulliano; dall’ Apologetico di Q. F . S . 
Tertu lliano: d a ll'E pistolario di S . C ipriano; dai libri Adversus gentes di A rnobio; dal D ivinarum  institu- 
tionum lib ri V II  di L. C. F . Lattanzio; Relatio Sym viachi; la risposta alia Relatio Symmachi di Sant’ Am- 
brogio, dalle Couftssiones di Sant’Agostino, libro V III .

Prosa latina da Cornelio - Cesare {De bello gallico) - Sallustio (De coniuratione Catilinae) - Ci­
cerone {De natura Deorum e Lettere scelte) - Livio e Plinio il giovane, a cura di Salvatore 
Sciuto » 12 —

Prosator i  latini. (Eutropio - Cornelio - Cesare {De bello gallico) - Sallustio {De co»iuratio?/e 
Catilinae) - Cicerone {Scelta dalle orasioni contro Catilina, in difesa d i Arc/iia, Marcello, IA- 
gario  e Lettere scelte) - Plinio {Lettere scelte) • Livio). Scelta e commento di S. Sciuto » 12 —

Q u jn tilian o  M. F . — II libro X delle Istituzioni oratorie. Testo con prefazione, note italiane 
e indice di G. Garino. Nuova edizione curata da S. Colombo » 6 —

Saggi  della B ibb ia  Vulgata  con introduzione storico-grammaticale ed illustrata a cura di 
P. Ubaldi e S . Colombo » S —
Contiene: Introduzione, Cantico di Mose, Flegia di David, Dal libro di Job, Dai Salmi, Isaia, Gercmia 

(Threni), Ezeclrele, S. Matteo, Dal Vangelo di S. Luca, Apocalisse.
S a i .l u s t i o  C. C. — La congiura di Sati l ina.  Con introduzione e note di G . Puppo » 4 50
— La  guer ra  di Giugurta . Con introduzione e note di G. Puppo » 6 —
T a c i t o  C. C o r n e l i o . — II primo libro delle “ S tor ie , , .  (Regno di Galba e avvento di 

Ottone. Giugno 6S - Gennaio 69). Introduzione, testo, commento, indice e appendice critica 
per cura di S. Colombo » 5 —

— Oe origine et situ Germanorum liber. Prefazione, note e indice di F . Ramorino » 4 50
— La  vita di Giulio Agricola.  Introduzione, commento, indice e appendice critica di G. Ga­

rino. Nuova edizione curata da S . Colombo » 6 —
T e r t u l l i a n o  Q. S. F. — L ’Jlpologetico. Introduzione, commento e appendice critica per cura 

di S . Colombo » 10 —
T i h u l l o  A . — Elegie scelte. Introduzione critica, testo e note a cura di S . Sciuto » 4 50 
T i t o  L i v i o . — I l ibri XXII I ,  XXIY ,  X X Y  delle “ Stor ie , , .  Introduzione e commento di

C. M. Raratta. Edizione riveduta da E . Ceria » 10 —

V i r g i l i o  P. M. — L ’ Eneide con commento di G. Masera. Con illustrazioni. Libri I, II, III, 
IV , V , V I, V II. Cadun volume » 6 —

— Le Georglehe.  Commento di G . L . Franco. 2 volumi » 10 —
— Le Bucoliche. Aggiuntovi il Moretum e la Copa. Testo con introduzione, traduzione e note

di E. De Marchi » S —
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