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Dearest Confreres,

I am happy to present to you a brief history of
the Province written by V. Rev. Fr. Joseph Carreno, one
of the charismatic superiors of this province. | hope
everyone of you will read through it and take note of
the historical facts. May it enlighten us to relive the
spirit of Don Bosco and assist us to build up our dear

province according to the heart and mind of Don Bosco.

God bless you.

Yours affly. in D.B.

Provincial



043914

Historical Notes by Fr. J. Carreno, SDB

‘The Salesian Province of South India is not 25 years

- 0ld as yet, since the decree of its .canonical erectlon is

dated 8th February 1934 - another 2 years to go.

~ 0f course, if we are to go back to the prehlstory of

our Province we must delve into the beginnings of the century

and put on record that God's deslgns have made use of the Padroado
Bishops in order to bring the soﬂs‘of Don Boseoilnto India,

. VWhen the future Pstrisdrch of God Teutonio De Castro
was still a Roman student He sHared with his fellow students _

an ambition: that of V1S1t1ng Don Bosdoi and his superiors

shared the universal fear prevalllng Updn ecclesiastical .
educators: that if the young man went to see Dori Bosco he’

would certainly fall under his holy snares and become & Salesiani
Gonsequently, the perm1SS1on was refused. However, Fr De ‘
Castro as soon as ordained a priest, went to Turin. Don Bosco i
was not there and the young priest embarked upon another journey
and flnally met the Saint. Don Bosco was a worn-out man
surrounded by that irradiation of sanctity that was so noticeable
in his last days. With tears. in his ‘eyes Don Bosco blessed

Fr. Teutonio and told him, "You will do very much good."

Sixteen years afterwards Fr. De Castro was consecrated ‘Bishop

of Mylapore and in 1904 on the occasion of his ‘ad limina'

visit he went to Turin to plead for a speedy sending of
Salesians to his diocese., Nothing was obtained. In the '
follow1ng year the Bishop returns to the attack and finally

the Venerable Fr. Rua decides to send Fr. Tomatis at the head
of & small batch. As in many other cases the missions profited
by.the anti-religious laws enforced in France in those years.
Fr, Tomatis had been expelled from France after having been a
Rector of the famous house of La Navarre. He was at present

the catechist of the artisans in Don Bosco's first house, the
Oratory of Valdocco., On rece1VLng from Fr. Rua the order to -

_ proceed to South India, good Fr. Tomatis went to. get some
- information and advice from the Foreign Missions of Paris and

in the following year 1906 he headed the first batch of
Salesian Misgsionaries to arrive in India. They included -
Fr, Vigneron, Fr. Biebuyck and three Brothers. The choiee

of Fr, Tomatis proved to be a happy one. He was an
'exceptlonally gifted man., As a boy he had for three years -

served Don Bosco's Mass - and then his coffee. His 12 years'
of experience as a Rector, his versatile mind and mastery of
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‘orphanage was sheltering 280 boys. - GoodeishoP.De}Cestro,;
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VEuropean languages, equipped him for his m1ss1on._ He was 42

on.arrival in Indla. His first two years were sPent in

‘Tanjore after which perlpd he went to' Mylapore, to take
charge .of the San Thome Orphanage where he worked for the

Anglo-Indian youth in such a fatherly manner that he well
deserved the: inseription we read on his tomb stone: "Father
of the poor."” The members of his batch could not. possibly ..
be ‘as successful as their leader. of course, you could not

ﬁ,start a shoemaker s shop just in the Brahmin land of Tanaoreﬂv

Also the other Brotner, who was a smlth, did not manage to be
successful with his trade there and consequently none . of the

‘ three brothers was of much help for the inception of a

'Technical School', .Since those distant days, troubles haveb
invariably surrounded the beginning of every 'Technical ‘
School'. God knows why! ‘

Fr. Vigneron was a man of deep phllOSOphlcal and theo-
logical preparation, only that his first year in India proved
fatal to his health. He was the first Salesian.to die on
Indian soil on 20th November 1907. He rests not far from his
leader in the cemetery of Mylapore. -R

Fr., Blebuyck rose in popularlty to the p01nt of becomlng

'a municipal councillor in Tanjore but very ‘soon he returned -

home leaving good Fr. Tomatis alone on the field. . ~j

Yet that great soul Bishop De Castro who had known our
saintly Founder never lost confidence in the ultimate success
of the Salesian Mission and still insisted with Fr.. Tomatis
that he should not confine his activities to Tanjore but take[
over San Thome's Orphanage in Mylapore as well. . ;

During the. last illness of Father Vlgneron another great
m1ss1onary was on his way to the Bast, Fr. Mederlet until then
the- Rector of the Salesian House of TLiiege. He was on his. way
to China, but on his passing through Colombo he thought of
breaklng voyage in order to pay a visit to his confreres in .. _
India. D1v1ne Prov1denoe so synchronised matters that then
the death of Fr. Vlgneron was cabled to the Successor of Don f
Bosco, Fr. Rua cabled ‘back to Fru ‘Mederlet — "Remain at Tangor "

‘Thanks +6 this unexpected relnforoement, it was pos81ble for.

Fr, Tomatls to accept the Mylapore Orphanage, and S0, leav1ng

the new comer in charge of parish of Tanjore, he proceeded fo:

San Thome Orphanage (Madras-Mylapore) where he found a T
tottering institution’ of 35 boarders. At hlS death the

i3
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renoiced at this development and whenever Fr. Tomatis meekly
complained to him of the ‘war that Was waged against him, the
Bishop used to. reply "Father, remember° those around you Will
one: day’go, but you Wlll remaln. s anE

N - Bishop De Gastro eventually 1eft for Portugal Where he
. Wes kept for 7 years to return to India as the Eatriarch~of

'Goa.'

The year 1912 brought Valuable relnforcements.,they were
Fr. Glovanni Mora (senior) and Father Leonlda Gatti.rﬁf

Fr. Mora is still out of. range for a historlan on’ account
. of the. prlnciple 'post mortem lauda." He is the living
representative of the Tangore days, -"He was to share w1th Mgr.
Mederlet the golden days of Tanjore, the bitterness of the
temporary exlle and -the Joy-of the come'back o

~ 'He: eventually helped Mgr Mederlet and Mgr. 'Mathiasvto
administer the Archdiocese of Madras as their Vlcar General
‘and trained a number of missionaries as the Rechor: of the 7f“
' Seminary of Poonamallee for nearly twofdecades.v T g

) Fr. Gatti was .a man of outstanding'quallties and talent,
but. W1thin 2 years he'was struck with an attack of paralysis,
had eventually & relapse and died in’ St. Martha S, hospltal,

. Bangalore (not in Tanjore as our Necrology states) He is
qf uried in the cemetery‘of the parlsh of the Sacred Heart
of that c1ty.~- : - '

: Now 1t seems that two extremes are the characteristlc
The parish of Tan;ore had a cathollc population of 9000 souls.,,'
There were some 50 villages scattered in a radius. of 16'
no sufflclent ‘personniel to look after them. Then another man '
appears on thé - scene: Rev.Fr.- Garpene, a man of splendld
qualities: again, Heé could preach in fluent and eloquent Tamil
in-less than 2 yearsy and again, whilst he was taking some 'f
measurements for the proposed building of the new high school,
he. got a. sunstroke and was advised to - leave the tropics.:gf

= @ne’most encouraging fact brightened up the work of those
pioneers.”"They were blessed with a discreet number of flne‘;f

‘ Vocations amang the boys entrusted to their care. Our Venerable

Fr. Ignatius Muthu was the flrst to JOln the ranks and 2.other

bright boys followed suit Fr. Ignatius must have been seen in

 Don Bosco s dreams, since he headed that magnlficent endless army

of Inﬁﬁan Sales1ans predicted by the Saint. One of the lads was

0’0.'0'.4
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sent by Fr. Mederlet to do his studles in Home. He was N
eventually to become the first Bishop of Vellore, Mbns._
Mariaselvam. His brother very soon followed in his feotstéps,
and so did other génerous lads from the: Tamil Nad, the first
fruits of the Indlan Soil to be received in the great family
of Don Bosbo. : : .

Durlng'thls period, missiorary and educailonal actLV1t1es
of ‘Tanjore reached a peak, A high School and Industrlal schqol

”IWere built, The weaving, the carpentry and prlnting aectldns

betame wvery well known. Parallel was to the development of‘the

- orphanage in- Mylapore.

- The year 1922. saw the arrival of the first batch of the “ —

- Daughters of Mary Help of. Christians, who established themsqlves

in Tanjore. Along with them two Polish Salesians arrlved,
Rev,Fr. Dehlert and Rev.Fr;21e51ur who was to énd his life,ia

-vietim of exp;atlon of our Province, having borne for four years

the heavy cross of excruciating arthritis. He is now buried in
our cemetery at Tirupattur. On his tombstone a latin Pauline

. inscription has been engraved which purports: "We share His

sufferings for the purpose of sharing His glory." .
‘The year 1926 greeted the visit of Very Rev. Father

‘Rlcaldone, the then Prefect General of the Salesians, on an|

Extraordinary VlSltatlon to our Far East Missions. On findihg
that the conditions laid down at the time of our acceptance of
the Mylapore and Tanjore Institutions were not being complied

'w1th, he intimated to the Administrator of the Diocese of Myﬂapore

that the Salesians would quit both Tanjore and Mylapore in ﬂ928.

e.Indeed when the Visitor was returnlng from China at the end:of -

1927 he made this decision irrevocable and ordered the SalesLans
hand over both _institutions to the Mylapore Diocese, - ‘

Naturally when the Salesiams had to quiﬁ.the Diocese of
Mylapore and especially their work in Tanjore an adequate compen—
sation was demanded for the large capitals invested in those
institutions which after so much work they were about to abandon.
On the Diccese finding its inability to give an sdequate . i
compensation, Monsignor Texeira volunteered to offer to ﬂhe‘
Salesians the Shrine of Bandel to whlch the then SaleSLan “
Provincial Mbnsignor Mathias. agreed after havxng secured the

neoessary permission from Archbishop Perier of Oaloutta. T'

- At this stage we may . consider the prehlstory of. the:'
Salesian Province as closed. Now DiV1ne Providence was. aboux to

reward the selfless work done by those earlymm1831onar1e8°

I.‘...'.5
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they had made a great sacrlflce when agked to abandon-what: they

- had achleved at .the cost . of 80 much labour, but a new. era was
A,aboux to open. . L e

~Whilst the hearts ‘of those early Salesians were filled
'Wlth grlef having to leave that field of work whish they" had
oherlshed and looked after for 80 many years, theére was a 4
"the revision of the Goncordat between the Hbly Sea and the -
V'Portuguese Government. Things came t0-a head in the year i928
| and an adaustment“of varlous dloceses was decided upofi..

_ The old Vicarlate of Madras that once upon a time comprlsed
an enormous area reachlng out as far as Hyderabad had already :
Abeen carved out glving orlgln to various eoclesiastical lelSlOﬂS’

but the Arohdlocese of Madras which emerged in 1886 was stlll too,:“»"f

extenS1ve for an efflclent admlnlstratlon..

In 1928 that fateful year in which the double gurlsdictlon
+ gystem was abolished in force of a concordat between the Holy B
Sea and the Portuguese. Government, a new carving was decided
which was to, bring into existence the new diocese of Neilofe ‘and
.,the independent mission of . Bellary. But by dint of carving;
everybody remembers the fellow. who began to makeée a St. Anthony
and ‘ended with a toothpick - the. territory of ‘the Archdiccesé o
‘ihad shrunk below proportlon.g . T T

. It ‘then ‘dawmed upon the leglslators that- the Saleslans ,
' had just inherited the mlssion '6f the North Arcot from the Archr,v
diogese of Pondlcherry. and that -its boundaries and those of” |

~ Madras joined at ‘several points. It could as well ‘be 301ned to
the capital by & bottleneck and iiade into a new reshuffled e
"'Arehdrooese of Madras. So it was: decided wWith- solomonian
'\opporﬁunity to split the city of Madras now shorn f£rom’ its e
- dual rule into two territorial jurisdictions, the judicial kmife .
B being the w1nd1ng Gooaniver' “the - -southern half went to Mylaporeyw

" and the Northern portlon remalned to the Archdiocese. - And good

N Fr. Mederlet whose heart had been physically effected by the.
" ‘recent sacrlflce of abandoning Tanaore ‘was nominated -its- flrst

'”nflSalesian Archbishop scarcely a month after having settled in .-

€ e On recelving the intimation of his appointment;
Fr, Mederlet cabled to the- saxntly successor ‘of Don Bosco, i
Fr. Rinaldi, hlS lnablllty to acecepts "Indignus sum": but .soen
the reassurlng order came from Turln. "Accept in nomine Domini."
;Mons. Mederlet was consecrated in St Mary s Cathedral on the
‘-2sfn @cteber 1928. o e L |
“ ..;..6




- ’ The decree of erection was llstlng & number of house8|

L6 - |
_ The appointment of Mona: Mederlet tolthe Archdiovese of
Madras wasebound to herald a phenomenal’ development of ‘thé ﬂ

.Salesian work in South India. In fact it led to the eresctisn

of the Salesian province’.of South India.. So far the Salesians

~ had been dependlng on the Northern Prov1nolal whose headquarters
were in Shillong, Assam. It was now evident that the Salesian
,Famlly Ln India was spread over too extensive an area and that

the South wag g01ng to. need an autonomous admlnistratlon on the
eve. of its further development. So it was that a decree of the
SUperLor'Generalg authorised by a rescript of the . Holy - ‘L
Congregation of Religious dated the 24th January 1934 the
Salesian.PrOV1nce of South India glving it for Patron snd

Titular St. Thomas the Apostle. . , CoT i |
. o

and res1dences of which properly speaking only Vellore, Bombay

_ and Tirupattur were Salesian Houses in the proper acceptlon of the

name, the rest being missionary outposts, parochial houses and
minor seminary. '

To steer the rudder of the new born PrOV1nce was appointed
one of the ‘pioneers of Assam who had arrived in his early |

,‘_twentles and had therefore all the knowledge and experience
"'needed for the task, Very'Rev.Fr. Eligio Cinato, who was elected

to the task by a decree of the 3rd March 1933.. He was re-e;ected

i'.to the same post by another decree 1ssued on the 7th November 1939.

Here it might be opportune to recall that this second
decree could not extend until the completlon of the canonlcal
term by force majeur. Indeed, when it was apparent towards
the middle of the war, that the Salesian Mlssionarles belonging
to enemy nationalities would be interned, Very Rev.Fr. Citiato -

_approached the Salesian Headquarters - then divided between

Turln ‘and Rome — and obtained the appointment of an emergenoy
suhstltute. And although very Rev.Fr.Cinato, not affeoted by
the order of internment, could have remained free and contlnue

“to rule his Prov;noe, he volunteered to accompany his oonfréres‘
.to capt1V1ty. It was inh those circumstances that ‘as an eme gency

measure the Vatican Radio trensmitted on the 4th November 1942
the appcintment of Fr.J. Carreno to take over the direction of
the Province. He in his turn in August 1951 handed over the
dlrectlon 4o Very Rev.Fr.Ak. Pianazzi, a man as acquainted wﬂth
the depths of the "Summa" as with the hardships of flrst~hand

- missionary pioneerlng, his name being linked both with-
* .- explorations in virgin fields of Theology -as with the first

N



-—*evangelization of the ‘Garos-and .the reduction to.. Grammar and

zlmethbd of their inexplored languagee He was appointed: THizd
o .Prov1ncia1 of the South Indian Salesian Province by decree of o
.¢_>22nd Septmber 1951, ' : RIS el R

U And ‘now 81nce “the history of the Prov1nce 1s the histcry '
of every “house, 1t will Ye enough for us to reoord here in o
geheral “the. policies and charaster of the Work 86 far done
71eaving details for the various chapters; : :

L It can. be. very well stated that the Salesian Province of

71‘Seuth.1ndia has kept the characteristics and. the spirit most

--cherished by . Don Bosco. First of all it has beenta missionary
prov1nce since ‘the best of its energies have been sPent over the -
-missionary field. The transformation of the North Arcot from &
'spiritually barreh district into a oentre of flourishing e
"Ghristian institutions and Ghrlstian 1life is no “doubt a matter of
i‘legitimate satisfaction for the Province. Even those SaleSians

‘”_‘deVOted to the education of the youth and to the training of

 Salesian personnel have always devoted a good part of their

.%ﬂ“:energies to the care of - souls.,

_:' The Sales1an PrOV1nce of South India has kept that f'i -
'familx sgirit ‘which is a tender and cheerful enactment of Ghrist 8
"command.l This Salesian family has done its part to show the ‘ ﬂ
:owmer world how the command/of Christ can be brought to reality
and. has shown the distinguishing mark by Whioh Christ <] disciples
can be recognised in the middle of the world "in hoc: ‘cognoscent .
omnes. It would be difficult: to guage to what extent this
‘feXample héas 1nfluenced both the Ohristian as well as the nan—

'G?fistian elements. - g -

| o The Salesian Missionaries have brought 6 the field a new

itradition of astivit ﬁd'enter'"ise singling out for their work;<

§;1of course, the youth of the country.' Chapels9 sch0019, ee
‘orphanages have cropped up everyWhere they Went. A

;set about encouraging, cultivating‘and helping a numher of

;g;tvocations.. We can”say that 5@% of the actiVities of the Prov1nce'
. havre been directed to the training of vocations and in particular”

- 1o the training of the. future priests of India, a work .80 dear to
,&Don Bosco, to the Holy Sea and to _the Heart of God.4;;

- The second mighty effort as the number goes'« of the

'*'§Sa1esian ‘Province of South India has been’ the care of the poorlf‘

boys. Probabiy there is hardly one catholic child “in the’ whole

1
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of the North Arcot who can say he has not been given en'opportﬁnity
to learn his Holy Religion ard to do his essential studies. -
Mostly the inmates of the boarding houses of this PrOV1nce LﬁA

have always been either aspirants to the prlesthood or |
destltuxe children., ‘

It will be well to recall at this moment an encouraging
incldent that takes us .back to the days of Mons.Mederlet. Both
| Very Rev.Father Cinato as well as the Southern Theologians of
Shillong heard this account from the mouih of Mons. Mederletf'
himself. When that good pastor made hls last Journey to Eurmpe
in 1934 he passed through Konnersreuth in order to pay a v1s;t
to Teresa Neumann. '

The zealous Archblshop wented ‘to put some questlons to
her so as to have a guidance for the direction of his arch-
.dlocese.‘ But in order to be sure that the seer had really lights
from on hlgh, he asked her where was Arnl, and what had happened
there on 21st December 1933. To the astonishment of the Arch-
B blshop she gave a descrlptlon of the profanatlon of the Tabernacle
" and of the Sacred Hosts that had indeed taken place in Arni on
that day. , . A

Then the Archbishop made bold to ask her'whether'fﬁe lé
 Sa1es1ans in Madras. To his rellef the answer was "Yes 's to which
she added that the Sacred Heart would always be pleased as long
as we kept on_worklng for the poor. He must have also been ftold
to hurry up because his end was approaching. That thought sepmed
to have beemr ever present to Mons.Mederlet, who 1n his hurrhed
last hour of the Archdlocese never stopped praylng and ralsung
his heart t6 God.

Ve

A great event that gave a mlghty push to the development
of the Province was the appointment of His Grace Dr.Louis Mathias
as the Second Salesian Archbishop of Madras. It was his fone31ght;
his leadership, his prestige and his experience that gave a great
encouragement to all the Salesian activities. He steered tﬂe way
in every enterprise of the Province and was always the best
adviser and moral support in every achlevement.

Ly

Another title of glory for the Salesian Province of South
India, 1s that it was solemnly offered to _the Heart of Jesug on
the occasion of His feast on “the 2nd July 1943. This bonseera-
tion 001nclded W1th the ble351ng of the new éhurch of thé Sacred
Heart, the ordlnatlon of 6 new prlests - amengst whom thére ‘were

veveensd




uguratiol ﬁg'the‘ sp{ antate of Tlrupattur. Thls conseeratlon
- left such & deep$1mpres91on on; the 1ife of the Provinee: tham _
4% oan be said ‘that the Provirce has ever. been. eonscious. of ;ts ',tf
dedivation to ‘the Sacred ‘Hesrt, It was after this that & .
phenomenal progress overcame the then hard-beaten Prov1nee E
"inspite of the war~oond1tlons prevallrng outslde.. o

FsmcELL VELI;ORE” , e
"';V'llore has been the frrst oell of the-Salesian ProV‘nce

Chhey ere dlrected to take over the North Aroot as~an rndependent?”‘
.mission. The North Arcot had been detached from the Archdleeese
of Pondlcherry by force of an’ agreement entered upon between His i
. -Graee Mons.Mbrel and Very'Rev.Father Rloaldone, then Prefect
';General of the Congregation and Extraordinary Visitor. f ",
R % batch of missionaries headed by Fr,Mederlet arrlved at
Velloreron 31st May, 1928. Thelr hearts sank on feeling the e
' ,oontrast between thelr flourlsh;ng rnstltutlon in Tanaore,and the o
desolate new fleld of labour. They 1nstalled themselves in the |
~ parish ‘housge. of the ‘church ‘of Our Lady of the Angels, and thear
 first effort was to Took after poor youth in the genuine f'f
Salesian tradltlon.»~w- S, : |

E”TStrange but true, the«house of Vellore which was the flrstfi;g'f

vlrfstate for many years 6 far as buildings are conoerneds whllst
the other Saleslan ”1nst1tutlons were developlng 1n an '

.ted and & boardlng;house for poor boys was °Pened'iA‘9,eduWa,j[jjf
- h edly bullt 40 house the carpentry shop, and very soon the S
ﬁv' instltution was full of ehlldren and of aot1v1ties. " S

. Insplte of the 1nadequate buildlngs, Vellore has always o
'been the-eentre of varled act1v1ties and has always been brlmfulei'f’
of boys. n T , , o L

. The . Sales;an 1nst1tutlon of Vellore was the Provuncaal -
(S resr&ence i1l 1935, " Partly due to this and partly te being the=57f”
 ‘pentre of the North Arcot, that little parochial house which

ger ed,as the flrst resldenoe of the Salesian Gommunlty was
daily visited by some mlsslonary or other. ' ' ‘

A -

So the extraordinary olreumstance arose that the house
s was by all means the most 1ll-equ1pped for aecommodatlng
;s also the one that &gave hospltallty 1n the mosm LT
and abundant manner.-‘ - : -
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Its walls, seemingly expandable "ad infinitum", have
Nalways been crowded with an endless stream of m1381onar1es
coming to see theéir Provincial, parish- prlests flocking for
- their purchases in the local market, would-be patients seeklng’
agdmission in the hospltal, weather—beaten labourers of Our -
Lord’s Vlneyard coming to fight some odd battle in behalf of
thelr‘christians in the Collector's Office or in some °
bursaucratic trenches of' the administration.

. For ‘all there was ‘some room, some comfort and a brlghtJ '
;'welcomlng smile. Omly for that reason, Vellore deserved to Yle
"the hub of the Province. Lt established a tradition of family
'T‘SPirit and its soul kep; perpetually expanding not contained
- within ite shrinking walls. The house of Vellore moreover ‘EI
~ gtarted in the PrOV1nce a traditlon of charity that has beenL
' cop1ed all over.,

Its premlses have always been people w1th a crowd of
1'cheerful, noisy youngstei's, practically all destltuxes. Its.
EFGarpentry has turned many artisans who now ‘honesgtly earn thetr
3_11ve11hood. : : . s i

The band has enhanced solemnitles and enllvened the
. woubine of the work. Its parish has been a céntre of S@lemﬁ
. worship and the prayers there offered by the mission; deserved
 eventually te raise it to the dignity of & Cathedral. : vL
7 - - In ‘the year 1938-1t was thought already high time for.a
. mew Workshop, and so the prospefous carpentry was shifted from
its thatched shed to a good structure built in steel amd . |
asbestos. . The inauguration of that new carpentry assumed a éreat
solemnity. It was blessed by His Grace Mons.L. Mathias, in’ the
f”presence of 3 Ministers of the newly formed Government of Madras.

, In the year 1943, chiefly with the help of His Grace Mons.
. Mathlas, a plot of land with its exlstlng bungalow was acqulred
by the main road side. This building 'with modification and
additional structures was used for housing the fresh started[
High School, whose recognition was granted by the educatlonal
‘ department in the same year. Since then the High Séhool hasé
gained & honourable rank amongst the High Schbols of the North'
. ATcot. : ‘ -

This was the peak that Don Bosco Orphanage could in the
clroumstanceg reach. It had attained that point under the. §\
enthnsiastic direction of Very Rev.Father Jde Sandanam,rone ow

 the first sons of India to become & son of Don Boseo.  'The Don

- Bosco band and choir have at times executed pleces that had not
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fﬂbeen-heard except in concert halls.d The carpentry worked-at

T full throttle. Both schobls were: packed to capacity. The. ;_

"hureh witnessed the most. solemn ceremonies and manifestatidns o ‘

__:f‘Ghristian ﬁife.' The authorities looked upon that 1nst1fuxionii:-

© with ‘complacency and admiration- and to think that all the |

g;jintensity'of life Wwas pOSSlble in en institution W1thout. ,\ilf‘a

) appropriate buildings and - accemmodation! It was not. .an unusualgf*
‘sight after night prayers to- see the boys Wlth thelr bed,rolledif
| ar 7their 2rms streaming in’ different directions towards the,~~

vendahs, classrooms and carpentry shop, begause ‘there wes mot

, 1f5a‘dormitory capable of holding those three hundred youngstere'*j
- all the same, they slept soundly wnder the carpentry benchvsfasf»'

| EATPADI . . ST. JOSEPH S HOME

i*manifold activities in a camp—like institution. was that the

bappy a8 larks. the contentment of their hearts in that fine };ﬂ

- fa y of Don Bosco was a better comfort than spring mat sseé?..v
fiand air-conditioned hotel rooms. However, it was impreative tof“"
" &provide for- them a convenient building for the ever growrng
AV;community and this brlngs us to the next chapter.-; ot

L T

The real reason why‘the house of Vellore had to hold itsTéflv

Saz’l“.e-s*iians We're -n'ot.,. the omers-: -6:ft'~fthe *‘1‘and- wr’_xe're‘jthe‘y wer:éi;‘wéaif i,

| ?hhem at any moment? It was with great effort that the grounds;

. where the sotual High Schoel was ‘standing, Were purchased. .Also -
""r.another house by the roadside and sorie . pleces of playground had |

been bought by the Salesxans.. But you could. not bUlld a -
u:Salesian town: in a piecemeal manner, on grounds scattered and ,
;f1interSpersed all over the area, And whilst the youngercs1sters Q":
7-:fof the Vellore institution were going ahead with their ‘bullding -
- programmes, the first cell of the Prov1nce wa.g 1nvariably puttrngt'

:{i;off ite. schemes "ad kalendas graecas. " With a V1ew to achaeve

'1:‘in our Blessed Lady whose devotion he set to«spread ab_

1‘€independenge and eventually start an appropriate building soheme,;
“}Very~Rev.Father Cinato had already purchased a compact ground

in the Officers Lines, but no opportunity ever cropped p}fzfgfv
'ffor shiftlng the institution there.ﬂfi' | T e

} Providenoe had another plan in view. In fact in the year
‘ f“Very'Requr. H. Tuena, one of the first novices of the
1933 batch was app01nted Rectcr of’Don Bosco, Vellore. Trustrng

illeeting iunds for a worthy house for hlS orphans. ﬁay jf
i ;Mexy Help of Christians hlessed the efforts and slowly but '
”5i.stead11y alms began pouring in.

- 7'000'0‘12
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' But Where to build when it came to that ? Unexpected
~ developments chenged the trend of thought. Astride the mmin
road between Vellore and Katpsdi, there is & vast area that
“had: been chalked out by the Oooperatlve Society for the ful.i
; building of "Greater Vellore." The project went by the\name
of "Katpadi Seheme." Hig Grace Mons. Mathias immediately
gauged the possibilities of the scheme and. hurried to acqque
lsome acres nearby. Those lands were eventually made over to:
“the SaIes1an.PrOV1nce and by the year 1952 the self sacrlflolng
_ﬁlabours of the good Rector Very Rev.Fr. Tuena could haye the ii
‘satlsfaction of startlng a mighty structure on those grounds.
| By 1953 that palace of the orphans was a cansollng reality:
‘fan 1mpos1ng and strong building of ferro-concrete, has. sprung to
_‘existence, in which if you could not exaetly hear the tieking £
;the sw1ss ‘watches whose makers had generously contrlbuted, you
6ould at least hear the beating of the hearts who have cooperated
- to the comfort, shelter and education of abandoned youth.j God
‘bless them all! That palace of the orphans ‘goes by the name
of S+t. Joseph 8 Home.

'TIRUPATTUR°

o One of the first preoccupatlons of Archblshop Mederlet was
_:that of securlng a place for a.Salesian Nov1tiate as to train his
’miSS1onar1es on the spot. It had been recently experlmentedfon
large seale by Mons.Mathlas, then Salesian Prov1n01al and Préfect
'rApostollo of Assam, to bring young missionary asplrants to Indla
for their novitiate and ecclesiastical tralnlng. It was & bold
"adventure, but soon 1t became apparent that it was the best : .
E method to have first rate missionaries. Those young men who, in
thelr teens as yet, came to Indla burnlng w1th an apostolic flre,
| quickly ahsorbed the neoessary knowledge, plcked up languages,

: imb;bed the - local psychology and got hardened to the excesses;

- of. the troplcal cllmate.»

'-},for another novitiate in South India. But where to have it? |

‘ The novitiate had been started in 1924 1n the North and had
proved such a success that Mons.Mederlet thought the tlme rlpe
. No doubt Divine Providence had designs of mercy on the poor %, :
‘North Areot, which was eventually to become a. dlocese, and 1m
fact the first available chance for a nOV1tiate was offered 1n

the most dlstant p01nt of the archdlocese, Tlrupattur.

Mons. Mederlet motored all his way . From Madras t01 f
Tirupattur in order to selze the opportunity of buying the
so called "Collector E Bungalow surrounded{byvanvample

U L.
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"fcompound,of 18 acres. It was belng offered for Rs.9 0@0/~rl

The hard—preesed owner demanded ready cash on the spot. LA?-g.R

‘ 1owal,gentleman volunteered to advance the money andlt”e sale

**‘house was in a dilapldated candltlon.=,The Toom chosen: as. the

1ittle ‘chapel had the roof eaten by the whlte ants, and it was

‘ngtfan unusual sight for the prlest turnlng to the eonupegataan(eﬁ_ff

}w“- HoweVer, the novices were of the mllitant type and the o
,,wnditlonlng of the bulldrng was soon vigorously tackﬂed.

ddiéarrangements, runnlng water or electriclty were available.-"
- But- the young mlssionaries gallantly put up w1th.every '

1nconvenienee.

x5 Although ‘the novitiate had for all practical purpe g

. started in December 1933 it.wWas not until January 1935 that the
’*7'lflrst pref6581ons were made, gust late enough for Mens Mede le%*;f

' tour of his arehdlocese, when he was aboux to reach Tlru@aﬁtur ;éd

on:t .
h',fheaven‘ln the tlny 8pot of Palllkonda. He was hearing confessions '
o dm et soTlined

2tk Deeember 19549 the Angel of Death summoned hxm ﬁo"‘“

'feonfe981enal grate and hls hand dropped." The Shepherd.of

© shepherds had his faithful to His Eternsl revard and whilst
V'both*nevlees as well as the faithful of Tlrupattur ‘and KOV1loor
\ :parishes wete. walting for “the- arﬂival of their Arehblshop,;gy» '

"messenger rushed to announee that Hls Graee Dr.. Mederleﬁ{;"v SR

not of ‘thisg world any more. 1e garlands that the nevleesgend

“pee”le had prepared for his welcome were that very night taken

!;as by the whole cemmunlty and lald upon hlS edﬂf1n.~3A,;ffl

:ﬂsfof all bulldings and shy attempts to pux up new
- ' :V'oooeco.eo1ﬂ4 ‘
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fetructures were every ‘year's features."The house Went on
;:normally turnlng batches of young Salesians for the fast

broke ouﬁ«and reached with lts consequences also the forgotten
little town-of mlrupattur. ‘

. Salesian missionaries of enemy counirles were concenmrated
. within the boundaries of-the Salesian compound of Tlrupattmr.
"Thil of course only. brought an inorease in the pitch of E
J,acf1v1t1es there. - The house found itself a Nbvmtlabe,?;f"{
Btuderitate of Philosophy and accidentally a ‘Theological College

also. It was then felt that the chapel inspite of its various

‘transformatlons could no longer hold the growing communlty of
. Selesians and of the faithful, and then the bullding of .the i

church of the Sacred Heart was started.

A When,at the- beglnning of January 1943 all the lnterned
'’ Salesians were taken to varicus Internees Camps in Indla, both
the House a8 well as the Province were mortally shaken by that
meéasure. , .

~ If we could have read into the future, it*wduld"‘bavé been’
‘different. de'only God knew.what was to happén and what was the
"~ fate of all our works.. Howeveér, the building.of the Sacred H@art
-;.Church was continued with alacrity and very soon we could see how
:_the pro%ectlon of the Sacred Heart made 1tself apparent.

) " One of the inevitable conclusions to which the Tord

:'compelled us through that ordeal was that we could no lenger

| depend on the yearly arrival of missionary a9p1rants from the
West. The West was lost for all practlcal purposes and our: work

" had tb continue. On finding our house of formation deserted|xn
those moments, we understood that the Master of the Vineyard
expected us to £i1l it to capacity with the children of the land

and! it was on the 2nd of July 1943 =~ feasgt of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus ~ that with the greatest solemnlty a. series of: events

. took place marklng o new era in the life of the Prov;nce.: His
Grace Mons. Mathlas blessed the new church and eonsecrated 1ts

- main altar. BSix new Salesian priests were ordained amongew l
whom there were the first three Indian’ Novices of the pioneering
bateh of 1933. 411l the representative’ members of the Sale51an
-missionaries gathered together consecrated the Salesian vJ

: Province of South India to the Sacred Heard of Jesus. J01nad

| together in a corner of the new sanctuary there were in those

moments a batch of youngsters from South Indra. they were the

.,....,15
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firet members of the newly foun@ed officdial Aspirantate of :

f%ﬁ@‘Salesﬂam.Prevince of South Indiss so in & Holy Hou Eefore

tﬁé,Blessed Sacrament the foundation was 1a1é to & movement that

~ was seon to acquire momentum. Slnce that day the House w:tneaéed

‘4, pumber of developments which have brought it to the present

flourishing state: Tirupattur after the completion of Several

*ﬁtfidiﬁgs, oomprises today ome orphsnage ‘and a Higher elementary

-scheol for the boys and a recognised Matriculation High Schoel,

a parish which.caters for the spiritual needs of the Qatholics

& the town. But of all, Tirupattur means chlefly for the.

. Provinge the “eradle of all its Salesians": it is the,ggggggy of
ite tender voéations, the hotbead of all itg aspirants.

Eut since Don Bosco wanxed his sonsto be well equipped
for the battle of the schoel, it was imperatlve tha$ those boys
shmé&d be qualified for all engagements. At the request of the
‘P?Qvinclal, the University of Madras in March 1951 despatched &
comnisgion of Professors to find out whether the institution was
fit to be affiliated to the University. Buildings, equipment,
" 1ibrary, boarding faéilitiés were scrutinised‘and £inally the
verdict passed by the board was highly favourablé: . ”

- In consequence the Sacred Heart College was afflliaﬁe@
to the University of Madras. There was however a characterlstlc
in the mew. Colleges it had by its side a workshop, a mechanbcal
,‘”_ eering section, with a subservient carpentry* the:- college
had been granted affiliation in a new braneh - mechanical
~engineering ~ thereby settlng & preeedent of modern practiclty
and menual skill amongst the Golleges of India. (The best

chemist is the one who knows how to blow his glassess: exelusively

motte St. Paul*s program to Titus: "Ad omne opus bonum, j_
instructus"s *Reaﬁy for any fine undertaking.", | o

“bfdkish" and "Maya" go together) So the college took as its

. If you now visit that training ground of the- Salesian
‘Province of South Indla, yor will at stuccessive hours be beset by -
the intense silence of two hundred boys at study, the deafenlng
din of a youth at play, the1rhythmlc cadence of a, c@mmuni$y at

"&3j;; prawer’ the 1i%urg1cal chaﬂtxng at the accompanlment of the

_ ilar @horus és, the
be rlike*iﬁf,ifg ef the class:rooms, the clattering of‘thejiin@s,
the swarming of the sp@rtsflel&s, the rattling of the lathes,

/
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' “in the foregoing ohapter, we have omitted one- aotiv1ty @f -
;zmirupattur‘that was eventually*te engender an autonomous h 7?
{?insﬁfﬁufien. Although 4he Salesian Housé was ehiefly intended
" for the training of the future Salesians yet no Sglesian sould
'_f_é_.vclose his’ eyes 'ho the “sad pllgh‘b of the ehildren a,::-ound the
»Fplace. lﬂ}“* o R , ,n-- R DRI

:!ﬁdays after,the arrival of the nOVlGeS, ﬁhe edmpound .
; 1owded with youngsters who came: to- play and hear :
g 4 Erofi the Brothers. Very soon 3 or 4 omatorieStWere
'f:af'work in.iifferent villages. | o ' |

| | Bum “the return from the oratory was always haunted by vhe

i;;?thought of the utter misery in Whlch those poor boys were 1ivhng{”
.Oould anything bé done for them? This realisation of every

ffoaxeehist in front of ‘the’ unfortuna%e oonditions of: the’Oratory
- boys had already been foreseen by ‘Don Boseo who in his Rules had

dhﬁ;already given an organic solution to. the situation: '“Since it
ffoften happens-however that boys are found 8o needy that unless Wer

- give them shelter and food our care for ‘them Will be- of little
'}fjavail. This Soeiety w1ll open orphanages... 51"“ = ;tz..

ey Those boys of poverty—strieken Anandapetty, Kbvileor and .
r},nsighbourxng v;llages flocked to Don Bosco s shelter.' There was
'é one partieular village that struok any obserVer: 1% was practlally

"i;ifa village of wmdows and orphans. How that? ‘The men had long ago
. left for the gold mines of Folar and in those undergrouwnd |

ff"galleries where they dug oux the preclous metal they had 1eft ‘

- gither their lives or limbs or health. A crusl s001ety had mot5
U hade any provision for the widows -and orphans. But  the orphsns.
"~ were" accepved in our institution and the widows were given work;,"
'€°in the oonstruotion of our hUildingg,_;;; o -

o }mf} A little carpentry and tailoring department and a wbaving‘~_
, l»seotion were ‘also started and the ngher Elementary School soon"_
- f‘obtained recognition fromlthe Edueation Authorities. '”;=?’-¢ b

> . The inmates being over 2 hundred they deserved to be
; fifff_jtreatea as & unit apart. -So it was that in the year. 1952 thF

;71 orphanage emanclpated itself from- the nursing lap Of the

“* ‘Salestan House and became "Dominic ‘Savio Orphanage" - & -
oanonieally ereoted Salesian.House whose first Reetor was'Very f
. Rev.Fr. Bernik. . It cannot in this cese be seid that the: shadow
;f of a oollege ishlethal for a charitable institution' it ratner,
‘f? Sped it upeinto full development rat : f_flo7eatl
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ﬁhe Provinoe can rightly olalm ag 1ts oWn those members
who have already passed to eternity.: But since their douls
have already flown to the lasting Family of God we are only the
proud keepers of thelr mortal remalns.

‘ Uhfortunately, it has not been p0951ble as yet to put .
together the Salesians passed to. eternlty before the canonical
erectlon of the PrOV1noe.' ‘

‘Father Tomatis and Father Vigneron rest in the cemetery

fylapore awaiting their resurrection under the perp'e‘i'eual-
paalm of the murmurlng waves of the sesa. Father: Gatti ‘is burled
in. the compound of the Sacred Heart Church, Bangalore. ‘In
Bombay, in the cemetery.: -of Sewri rest Brothers Santana’ and O'Shea.
The hospitallty of that earth has also been extended to Fr.- Clgan
. 6f the Northern Province who died in the Tata Cancer Hosplﬁal of
~ Bombay. Mon. Mederlet is buried in the ?resbytery of his ‘

, athedral of St Mary's in Madras. ‘ o

| But when the Angel of Death on ‘the 1st Feb, 1944 reaped
vthe<young 1life of Brother Rouiller who in. his last months had
worked so much for the building of the shrine of the Saored
‘Heart of Jesus .of Tirupattur, the necegsary permlssions were
obtained to erect a cemetery in the compound and he drd not have
to ledve the premlses of the Sale31an Instituilon even aﬁ%éﬁ
@eath. The oemetery of Tlrupattur was in this way 1naugurated,
being built ‘on the same ‘style as the church itself, “IY has ‘been
said -~ and rightly so - that in ’.I.‘J.rupattur everything sm:l.les -
even the ‘Gemetery. - _ : : ‘; o ,_j

, Next to be called was Fr. Pie51ur, who after four years
of excruciating sufferlngs, died in St.Martha's HosPital,,gu
Banmgalore, he died on the 21st April 1945. The body. was: taken
. in a special Railway to Jalarpet, where he‘wae expected by all

our clergy of. Tirupattur. He was buried by the side of his
younger brother in religion.

 When Fr. Felip, & veteran of our m1991on was on the 12th ‘
May 1950 called -to his eternal. reward from the last énd of India
~ in the Sanatorium of Nager001l his body was rushed by oar to be
| buried in the Salesian grounds of. Tlrupattur, the restlng plaoe
which is shared by the tiny iimbs of some little aSpirant
. Tirupattur cemetery can be considered as an institubion by " .
~ itgelf, and as the 1oving gesture of Don Bosco' 8 famlly that
does not forget her ovn "qui in Domlno morluntur.

e 000 e 18
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'cmm SATESTAN GATE OF INDIA - Bommr MATUNGA : e

The "Don' Bosco" M’a‘bungas Bombay, is now ‘the magnificent*ii
' Salesian ‘Gate of India.- However, it was through many
~v1c1951tudes that this beautiful lnstltuﬁlon was brought uO
eX1stence.v-‘, S S R S : SRt

‘The’ "Urbs- pr;ma in Indlls was untll the year 1928
internally dlvided fromi the p01nt of view of. eccle51ast1cal
jurisdlctlon, into two parts between Padroado‘and Propagan&a.‘ 2
'Everybody knows how the personal jurlsdlctlon worked in the J»7
- whole of India from tlme immemorial.' The SaleSLans of Don Bosco
'were the first religlous to establlsh themselves permanently in
'_Bombay - a fact quite in accordance with the des1re of the Haly
QSee that had often issued a dlrecﬁlon to the effect that the
Oongregatlons should clalm no monopoly on any part of the‘
~V1neyard, but should rather welcome all avallable hands. o

: | The Goans - those wonderful people who, llke the Irlsh,
- geem to have. been chosen by God to sPread Christianity all over
the world through their ineV1table emigratlon - were a great
maaorlty in Bombay., E - :

~ They were under the 3urisdictlon of the Bishop of Damao9
 and had their own churches and lnstltuxlons. Amongst these ‘they
had &’ certain school and boardrng house for ‘the training: of- Goan
- youth under thé adminlstratlon of . a committee of laymen belonglng
. to' the- -go=called ”Bombay Oatholic| Welfare ASSOciatlon." Very
Rev.Fr, Freitas - afterwards Mons&Freltas - had been the founder
of that school and boarding and, When he was transferred to .
Poona, he left the direction in the hands of several Goan- prlests.
It was the year 1927 and Mons.Xav1er, a brother of the late )
'Patriarch of Goa Don Mateus, was %he administrator of Damao."
Mons. Xavier, approached the Saleslans and invited them t06 take

, oVer the. direction of Tardeo Castle School that ‘went by the name
of "The Oathollc Educatlonal Inst1tute."~~ : ,

Mons. Mathlas, ‘the ‘then PrOV1nclal of the Sales1ans inf B
Indla, who had come to Bombay to accompany Fr. Ricaldone on :
- return voyage to Italy, completed all the usual formallties gid
accepted that rnstltutlon that was to have the name of ”Don Bosco
High School.", The Saleslans took posse891on of the Boardlng
house and school in May 1928 a few days before the off1c1al
abolition of the Padroado Jurisdiction in Bombay, and Rev.iff
Father Hauber was appolnted the first Sale91an Rector and’ toék

e charge accompanled by the Rev.Fr. Dehlert and four Brothers.,'

” ”V..-.’..ulg .
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His Grace Mons. De Lima who had just been appointed
Archbishop of Bombey was very pleaSed to have the Sales;ans in
his diosese ‘since he. had got te know the Salesians in Psrtugal
and hsd in his youth even manifested the desire of emtéring the
famlly of. Don Bosco. o » R P S

‘In this way ‘that Gatholic Edudational Institute that had
.been run in @ifferent rented premises was transformed imto
' ""*ﬂﬂs Sohool and Boardlng house and thus began |

;everal years passed on an uneventful Salesian admlnistration
during whach.Fr. Hauber was replaced by Very Rev,Fr. Tornquist.
The life of that instituxion in rented premises was more or less
of the routine type until Divine Providence forced the‘ﬂssues.
{In the year 1936 when Fr.Tornguist had to return to Argentlna
on gecount of ill health, a pnov;dential men, Very:Rev,Fr, -
Aurelius Masehio, was recalled from his mission 'in the wettest
point of the world, Cherrapunaee, in order to take the directian'
- of that institution. ) It was not before long that one day ke,
was- gerved a notice to vapate the rented premlses of his sehael
. ginece the building nothing less than in one’ of; the msst e
' ‘fashionable 1eoalit1es in Bombay, Gumbala,Hill., .The rent was
. exerbitant namely Rs. 1200/~ per month. This, huge draining ef

bhed --~fggoes was an urgent monthly reminder to the Salesaans
that they should arrange to have their own premlses as soon ag
aPOSSlble.“ So a V1gorous search Wa.s started all througheum e
, fhe great city of Bombay, and several localltles were spotted
Vas perhaps suitable for a Salesian Instltutlon. Finally, by
God*s graee, a fairly big plot of about 14 acres was found in the
locality known a8 Matunge, and was eventually bought from the -
Muit "pallty of Bombay. No sooner was the sale deed executed,
fhan the building of the school was vigorously undertaken, . AlL
this is very simply stated now, bub. how mény troubles were ma%,
how meny diffictlties encountered and overcome; “hoWw many
prayers and sacrifices ‘offered, ‘the reeknnlng Angels knowu ,A_
vmagnificent Lnstluution like Don Bosoo Matunga, ‘has always 1
& deep layer of labour an&'saerlfiee at the ‘foundation. Sinee
£ help imaginatlon, we. may aust state that T lakhs wereg
‘s anﬁ got - just fora. start All such figures shsu1d51

.after &evaluatlen. : stever, those grounds haa a ,
ser sus setback in so much as most of- them were 1ow lying. T




competltibn should be stimilated and an effort made to get
one Iakh for the central portlon.\ :

} Tater on the GannlngiFactory offers one lakh for the
‘whole Tot and this is recommended for acceptance by the
Egtate's Officer. Slnce Binny & Co. are not disposed to bld
higher, it is consldered that perhaps an offer of orie lakh: i |
from the Salesians might secure the property for our Technical
School : |

On the 25th September the auctlon took place. Hls Gracei
had deputed some’ 8atholics to bid for the land and authdrised
them to go up to the ceiling amount of Rs.80,000/-. But the
Catholic envoys were flabbergasted when the auction sale start a

~on Rs. 1400,000. Then Binny & Co. offered Rs.1,01, OOO and in tzL
end Canning'Factory secured the property for Rs.1,05, OOO. ihef{
envoys came back orest-fallen. That was thé end of the |
negotlatlons that had 1asted for over a year..

. The . rumour went around that the land was part of a temple
trust and, consequently could not have been sold; but the only :
thing we know for certain is that for some reason or other, the
1ands Were not glven away by the military, 8since we have & letter
from some offlcer to Fr. Arniderson, where he is told to persuade
the Madras Government to re—enter the market and present us, with
the plot we want. ‘ -

, Shortly afterwards the war: came and the land was
occupied by the Military. '

After the war, our efforts restarted in order to secure4:
some land or other for the proposed Industrial School. |

, On the 14th of November 1945, His Grace approaches, the ,
Secretary to. the Government of Madras requestlng them to sell | ;
the o0ld ClVll Jail Bulldlngs and adjoining compound at the end
of Broadway for the purpose of Establlshlng an Industrlal Schoel..A
Whereupon His Grace is informed that those buildings have beem

_..reserved for the e31strng school of Technology at the end : |
. of * Broadway. . o -

By this- tlme, there was, as Gommissloner in Madras aJ
energetic, capable and well disposed Gatholic gentleman, :

' Mr. Shenoy. When he was approached by Arehbishop Mathias, on .
~the subjeet he evinced a keen interest. Another hunt was started

. for a suitable land. Amongst the dlfferent gites vislted, %e
should mention: the Salt Depot in the locallty of Tondlarpet

i eeei 03
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The Province can rightly claim as its otm thode mémbers
who have already passed to eternlty.v But since thelr souls
have already flown to the lasting Family of God we are ohly the
proud keepers of thelr mortal remains. '

Unfortunately, it has not been pOSSlble as yet to put .
together the Salesians passed to eternity before the canonical
erection of the Province. '

' Father Tomatis end Father Vigneron rest An, the cemetery

vvef Mylapore awaltlng their resurrection under the perpetual
"psalm of the murmurlng waves of the ses. Father Gatti is burled
in ‘the compound of the Sacred Heart Church, Bangalore. In -
‘Bombay, in the cemetery -of ‘Sewri rest Brothers Santana and O'Shea.
The hospitallty of that earth has also been extended to Fr. Clgan
. 6f the Northern Province who died in. the Tata Gancer Hoepltal of
v Bombay. Mon. Mederlet is buried in the Presbytery of his
:cathedral of St. Mary's in Madras. - ’

. But when the Angel of Death on. ‘the 18t Feb 1944 reaéed
the. young 1ife of Brother Rouiller who in his last months had
worked so mich for the building of the shrine of the Sacred
- Heart of ‘Jesus of Tirupattur, the necessary perm1551ons were
obtained %o erect a cemetery in the compound and he did not have
to. leave the premises of the Salesian- Inetitution even af%ew
death« The. cemetery of Tlrupattur was in this way 1naugurated,
being built on the same style as the. church itself, It hae been
 sgid ~ and rightly so - that in Tirupattur everythrng smiles -
even the cemetery. n v - S 5 T ,‘~

Next to be called was Fr. PieSLur, who after four years
of exeruclating sufferlngs, died in St Martha's Hospltal,
Bangalore, he died on the 21st April 1945. The body. was: taken
in a special Rallway to Jalarpet, where he was ‘expected by all
.our elergy of Tlrupattur. He wae burled by the 31de of hlS
younger brother in religion.

_When Fr. Felip, & veteran of our miselon was on the 12th '
May 1950 called -to his eternal. reward from the last end of Indla
in the Sanatorium of Nager0011, his body was rushed by car to be
“’buri'd in the Sales1an grounds of. Tirupattur, the restlng place
which is shared’ by the tiny limbs of some little aspirant. *4
Tirupattur. cemetery can be coneldered as an 1nst1tuxion by .
itself, and as the 1OV1ng geeture of Don Bosco's famlly that
_deee~not forget her own "qui in Domino morluntur. '

....0..18
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| THE: SATESTAN GATE OF INDIA = BOY MATUNGA
The "Don' Bosco" Matunga, Bombay, is now the magniflcentff

Salesian -Gate of India.  However, it was through many 'f’ ‘W

viciss1tudes that thls beautiful 1nst1tutlon wasg brought to’

- exlstence.; N i - R o S

| ~The: "Urbs prima in Indlls was untll the year 1928

'internally divided, from the point of view of. ecclesrastlcal';,

jurlsdlctlon, into two parts between Padroado and Propagan

_‘Everybody knows how the , personal gurlsdlctlon warked 1n the

‘,whole of Indla from tlme immemorial. The Sales1ans of Don 30sco

were the first rellglous to establlsh themselves permanently in

- Bombay - a fact quite in accordance W1th the deslre of the Holy

~ See that had often issued a direction to the effect ‘that thé

N Congregatlons should clalm.no monopoly on ‘any part of the o

- vrneyard, but should rather welcome all avallable hands. p j '

' The Goans - those wonderful people who, like the Irlsh,
J ,seem to have. been chosen by -God to Spread Ghrlstlanlty all dver

" the world. through their inevitable emlgration - were a great
}
- They were under the- Jurisdlctlon of the Bishop of Damao,
. and’ had their own churches and instltutlons.- Amongst these they
had a certain school and boardlng house for the training of Goan
youth under theé adminlstratlon of a committee of laymen belqnglng
~ to'the so=-called "Bombay Oatholic Welfare Assoclatlon."' Very

~ Rev.Fr., Freitas - afterwards Mons.Freitas - had been’ the'fouhder
of that school &nd - boardlng and, when he was ‘transferred to | -
Poona, he left the dlrectlon in the hands of several Goan prhests.
It was the year 1927 and Mons.XaV1er, a brother of the late .L;

- Patriarch of. Goa Don Mateus, was- “the adminlstrator of Damao. L
hMons. Xavier, approached the Sale81ans and invited them to ke
'over the direction of Tardeo Castle School that went by the name
‘of "The Gathollc Educational Instltute." A -

|

Mons. Mathias, the then Prov1nc1al of the Saleslans 1n,l'

~1’Ind1a, who had come to Bombay to accompany Fr. Ricaldone on hlS;

e-return voyage to Italy, completed all the. usual formalitles #na

' accepted that 1nst1tutlon that was to have the name of "Don Bosco
~ High School."v The Salesians took possession of the Boardlng” |
house and school in May 1928 a few days before the official ‘:f*
abolition of the Padroado jurisdiction in Bombay, and Rev.‘uj'

' 5'Father Hauber ‘was app01nted the first SaleS1an Rector and’ to k

o charge accompanled by the Rev.Fr.vDehlert and four Brothers.‘

o .......19 |
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‘His Graee Mons. De Lima who had just been appointed A
Archbishop of Bombay was very pleased to have the Sales;ans in
his diooese ‘gince he. had got to Krow the Salesians in.Portugal
and had in his youth even manifested the desire of enterlng the
famlly of Don Boseco. - -

'In this way that Catholic Edudaiional Institute that ‘had
béen run in dlfferent rented premises was transformed nto
n._Bosco High . and Boarding house and thus began
funotioning under the Sa1e51an management in the same looality
in,Tardeo.; s

»,everal years passed on an uneventful Salesian admlnistratlon
during which.Fr. Hguber was replaced by Very-Rev.Fr. Tornquist.
The life of that instituxion in rented premises was more or 1ess
(In thelyear 1936 vwhen Fr.Tornquist had to return to Argen%lna
on account of ill health, a providential man, Very.Rev.Fr.
Aurelius Maschio, was recalled from his mlssion in the wettest
point of the world, Gherrapun;ee, in order %o take the directlon

- of that ingtitution. Y It was -yot ‘before long that one'aay he.
was served a notice to vacate the rented’premlses of his sch@@1
gince the building. nothing less then in one of: the most
fashionable looalities in Bombay, Gumbala,Hlll,. The rent Was.

' exorbitant namely Rs. 1200/~ per month. This. huge dralning of
. their: finanees was an urgent monthly reminder to the Salesaans
that they should arrange to have their own premlses as. soon ag
possible. So a vigorous search wa.s started all throughoux e
fhe great oity of Bombay, and several 1ocalit1es were spotted
as perhaps suitable for a Salesian Instltuxlon. Finally, by
God‘s grace, a fairly big plot of about 14 acres was found in the
looality known as Mafungs, and was eventually bought from’ thef C

&sipality of Bombay. No sooner was theé sale deed exeeuied,‘
%j?i the buxldxng of the school was vigorously undertaken.u4A115
this is*vsry simply stated now, but how many troubles Were-me$
how many diffievlties encounbered and overcome; “how many '
prayers and sacriﬂices ‘offered, the reokoning Angels know. ~A_
‘magnifioent xﬁstltution like Don Bosco, Matunga, ‘has always

' '&eep"layer of labour and sacrlfioe at the foundatlon. Sinoe

. o‘u'o . 020
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They were flooded,durlng~the mansoon and rendered useless ‘

even as 8 playgrcund for months,on end.,;, - o g»;s»e,;_f;jw

l}

When thelRector stydied a WAy of 1evellrng the ground he ’

' -'was shocked by the appalling price that-would have’ to “be paid for'
" guch a hsrculean task:. It was then declded that the fllllng ahd

- 0f course dr1Vers ~and - workers were stlmulated by this

1evelling of the grounds wsuld be ‘done gradually, namelYa that
'thsyiweuld eventually take ‘a couple of: decades. It Wag: thani"iq
 that the unexpected ‘happenedi Whilst the Réotor fias in. M"adra
 attending a meeting of the Provincial Counsil, the Madres . |
evenlng papers published the’ news that a horrible exP1081on hag
‘taksn place in Bombay. A ship with' a eargo of explos1ves for the
‘battle front had blown off in the Bombay Jharbour and had caused
an’ appalllng amount of - destructlon of llfe and of property, ﬁm;
ichlefly in the . docks area. Fr. Maschlc rushed back to Bombay'hn
'the fear of findlng his instituxion ashambles. H0wever, ﬁivime
-protectlon had been manlfest and not a- single window pane had’
'cracked. Then the good’ Rector hurried to the Officer in charge of
the removal of the debris and. proposad $o him that since Don o
Bosco School wes near to the harbour installations that had been
,destroyed vy the- explosron, it could be used as an’ ea81ly |
- reachsble dumping ground.'f The offer was readily accepted and
‘then anAastonishing procession of lorries started from the docks
heading for Don Bosco:School grounds. A service was organlsed
”tofgire some refreshments and clgarettes to the drivers nd. ?'
workers of the lorries, mostly prisoners of war. At ho time -
7had the »Shlesian Gongregation spent ‘so much money on”
| clgarettes! The . moke' bill monthly rose 1nto four flguresli»

[! .

?"StakhanOV1smV in such & manner that in & record time” some
Q44 000 lorles.had dumped thelr precious cargo “into- Don‘Bosco s
,compound ‘which steadlly tose and. became assuredly one of the-
_ best playgrounds of Bombay. A fine and modern three storeyed
rbulldxng wes. completed by 1942 and a repllca of the same bulldlngf;
was finished just previous %o the untirlng Father Maschio 8 1{};/ .
:rellnqulshrng office in 1952, . S 4¢4;f T :

 "Don- Bosco" of Bombay w;th its imposing buildlngs, W1th
the compactness of its compound, with its: ample school~halls,
 fine playgrounds, swarming with thousands of youngsters, is the
| veritablev“Saleslan.Gate of India” and will, when completed, be
one of thé: most remarkable instituizons of the Saleslan Worl@

. :."‘_‘i"..’ : S { 'I“
»',‘_-.,,;.;'.,_,.;,-2_1, | b



o MADRAS ~ BASIN BRIDGE

Ca21s

The followrng is the story of an elusive land hemmed ‘
.- in by most proletarian.surroundings, which was. chalked out by
fﬁgood St Joseph.to become the Salesian Technical School of Madras.

| The story beging, in the yesr 1928, when Mgr. Mathias
 -ceme for the conseoration of Mgr, Mederleb as Arohbishop ef
"Madras, and both went round Madras looking for ) suitable place

ij,rfor a technical school.f They set. their eyes upon an extensive
- plot of‘land near Basin Bridge called the “Harmess and’ Saddle -

| 3E‘ fbry.. Mgr. Mathias advised the Salesians -0F- Madras to try '
’fto seeure- that lend for their Industrial sohool. S o

- 7 Apparently nothing muoh was done, In the year 1935 When
' VMgr. Mathlas wasg" appointed to the Arohdiocese of Madras, again

,vf',an effort was done W1th the purpose of seouring that Site'_ff'

o The:Provinoial Very Requr E. Oinato, approached the
- Army enquiring about that land. The commander of the.Royal

Jfl'Englneers, Madras. Distriot wrote from Bangalore directing him ?‘
. %o the Government of Madrasg Revenue Department, sinoe the
- dispossl of that property was in their hands. The plot referred
ffg,to had an. extension of 73 acres.- The valuation seems to. haVe'”

" 'been Rs,i ,000/~ per aore and tHe buildings are assessed at

Rs.1,53, 600/— : _ T
R g;fﬁr. Ginato kept busy enQuiring.about this and otherf \;;ff°'4‘
‘1_s{ﬁtabie fbr an Industrial school. , . o
A letter of the 2nd July 1936 from the Mllita.ry Estate '_
0ffice, Madras Oircle,:to the Arohbishop of Madras, who had
vobviously made again enquiries. about -the Herness and Saddle B
,A_.Faotory, informs His Grace that this offer is too low to be '
'f;:aoceptable o the Government of India and is invited-'to make & B

o final offer, a) for. the buildings and 30 acres of land in Wthh o

'ife}they stand' b) for the remaining 109 89 acres. ”f,;'

On“the 4%h of July, 1936 HlS Grace is- informed that ﬂhe
-Government had received an offer of'Rs.one lakh for the whole
property,. They are therefore unable to accept his Grace's offer o

. of Rs.30 000 for the ‘30 acres of land on whioh they stend.

e on the 3rd September it is,known through private channels,i'
j “that the Iand is to be: auctioried on the 25th of the month., .. .~
Again by private 1nformation obtained through,Fr. Anderson ,weijt‘

 are informed that the Government of India: have replied to“the

_;f;.muitf} y Estate Officer-v that only Bimny & CO%s offer could be
'u others being too low for oonsideration' ‘but. that :

.....22
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- 22 -

competition should be stimalated and an effort made $o get
one lakh for the oentral portlon.‘ '

. Tater on the Canning Factory offers one lakh ior'the
‘wholeliotfand‘this is recommended for acceptance by the
Estate's Officer. Sinece Binny & Co. are not disposed to bid
higher, it is~consldered that perhaps an offer of one lakh.
from the Salesians might secure the property for our Technlcalwf
School P

On the 25th September the auctlon took place. His Grace|
had deputed .gome "Gatholics to bid for the land and authorised
them to go up:to the ceillng amount of Rs.80,000/-., But the vg
Catholic envoys were flabbergasted when the auction sale started
on Rs.1,00,000. Then Binny & Co. offered Rs.1,01, 000 and in the
end GannlngiFactory secured the property for Rs.1,05, OOO. The
envoys came back crest-fallen. That was the end of the ’
negotiations that had 1asted for over a year...

. The rumour went around that the land was part of a temple
truat and - consequently could not have beer .sold; but the only
thing we know for certain is that for some reason or other, the
lands were not given away by the military, since we have a letter
from some offlcer to Fr. Anderson, where he is told to persua@e
the Madras Government to re-enter the market and present uS‘with
the plot we want. ' - o f:_," '.%

; i
-

Shortly afterwerds the war came and the land was
occupied by the Military. '

, After the war, our efforts restarted in order to secure;
some land or other for the proposed Industrial School. %

. ' On the 14th of November 1945, His Grace approachea the
Secretary to the Government of Madras requesting them to sell
the old ClVll Jail Buildlngs and adjoining compound at “the end
of Broadway for the purpose of Esgtablishing an Industrial School..
Whereupon His Grace is informed that those buildings have been

. .0f Broadway. \ _ 4

By this: time, there was, &s Gommissioner in Madras an
. energetie, capable and well disposed Catholio gentleman, s
' Mr. Shenoy. When he was approaohed by Archbishop Mathias, on
-the subjeet he evinced o keen interest. Another hunt was started
. for. a suitable land_ Amongst the different sites V191ted %es

should mention: the Salt Depot in ‘the locality ofVTondiarpet f

v eeeil23
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In spite of the vigorous mtenw@:mmm rﬂ:he%anastuem
1t was,not possible Ho.senme a»@%@%&%ﬂ%ﬂ%@me nsk?

A SR year 1947 His Grace went to Americe to- colleotqh,”
machinery for the Industrial School, no matter where it was to

be establiehed.

Buring his absence in Amerloa, an opporftunity was .-
effemed of pureh351ng 7 aéres, 8 grounds and 1,595 sq.ft. of -
land (hére the figures are no trifles) in the quickly growing
N locality of Shenoynagar. In dheer_deSpair, or, we should,rather
say, trusting in God, 1t waevdeciaea to buy that land for the
- Technical School sinee no other was avallable, and. it was. rndeed

bought by the South India Salesian Society at a cost of -
Rs.59,000 plue fees etc. ' S

At Hie Grace =] return from.dmerica Wlth a flne amouvnt of
maohinery £orthe Téchnioad” sch%ox'*fhe‘plane wer%~Eompieted for
the ereetioﬁﬁbf*the Wofkshops - atd Bhhoyuagaris. | eﬁdﬁiediﬁmdyg
’whe‘fr’*"bh : i‘p‘o‘i‘é‘h"“’h wWad Bpproachsl Tor HHE sahcvibn of i pl@ns
we :”fe'lnfbrmed thbt e plot‘waéiaﬂfeeted“by seveﬁhlﬁﬁbhemef
roade vhich would notipermit the deve&opﬁenﬁhof~ﬁhe e $ousmﬁt
& tecﬁnﬁeam schpolh, - Bmeﬁsunewwaenmadeﬂpn ‘the Corporation o .
obﬁaﬁm the eancellation of those roads. The Gorporatlon went 80
far as to allow the cancellation of one road but that was . .
hardly any solution. No pressure or influence oould persuade
the Gomporatlon to dr0p thelr road planning scheme, .

In a pereonal interview with the Commissioner, and after
having pieaded for the last time for the cancellation, a regret
Vel expreseed that whereas we had done serious efforts for a
number of years to start a teohnloal school ln Madras, the‘
fathers of the city had proved 80 non—c00perat1ve as to make
the seheme lmpractieable. In the meantime, our maohlnery was
lying idle in some of our old churches turned into godowns. ~
. If Madras did not want the Technieal School, it should be
»'estahlished elsewhere-in South Indla.,; S%range en@ggh,ﬁthe

land ;g?

0000924



The land’ in the’ Hanness and‘Saddle Factory had already-ﬂ'._‘
been plotted out’ preVious to otwr offer and, by & _queer x:,,ﬂq%E
coincidence the central portion. comprising several buildings '
- and bound by four roads was found to be nearly exactly equal
to our area in Shenoynagar. ‘ L

Buﬁ the city engineer was not conv1nced of that and | "
Vgconsequently complained that the extent 6f Survey of’ No;'”“ “f
'“Shenoynagar land was only T acres 8 grounds 657 ®q. feet anagainst
‘7 acres‘B grounds and 1 595 sq £t. quoted by us.- He claims that

the Gcrperaﬁicn land to be given in. exchange:haa;a sizable excess
_*of area over ours. On our measurements being challenged,;.
 Messrs Abbot & Davis, architects, ook up. ‘the matter, surveyeﬂ
i:uthe land and found out that there was an error in the = 5:"?
_;,calculaticns of the Gity engineer, and that our Shenoynagar :fo
iffland was indeed slightly bigger. So the Corporation was: compelled
_ %o do a slight readaustment of the ‘boundary stones, thanks to
1,Lwhich an ares almost equal to that of our iand at Shenoynagar was
i produced by thent. (Actually it appears to.be only some 69 sq. tt.
| »smaller.lbut no further readjustment could be done’ since the ; o
' Gorporation land were bounded on the North, East and West by
-?existing roads and were squirted on the South by a. compound wall) .

| ‘A very reasonable sum of money was stipulated in: .:évﬁ';‘
compensation for the existing buildings. e .

e R

o Immediately an adaptation of the building was started
dwhich phould provide accommodation for a fine carpentry ‘shop and
. @ mechanical Workshop, as well as for the sections of art and:, :
' printing. A compound wall was erected and the PrOVincial Office 5
- vas installed there.  The Aspirant Gcadautors who had remained
’;for ‘about two years in Tirupattur came over to Basin Bridge with'
their. staff.,St. Jcseph's Technibal School of Basin. ‘Bridge w111
- soon be a Polytechnic for the training of Ghristian workers and
skilled technicians who Will eventually hoist in front of the,
Red slogans, of Communism the bemner of love and of Christian |
~ labour of the Nezareth pattern, . (N.B, These historical notesi,'
jwere written in 1950). : :

g 2 : : . e ’;
HILL STAPION - . MOUNT DON Bosco, KOTAGIRI SRR R
mhe history of the Salesian’ Institutions in the hills i

- is the ‘efernal history of humsn- ingenuousness trying to escapé
'from the scorching sun of the- plains in the month of May. S

. The Salesian Novitiate was started in Tirupattur in ,
EirDecember 1933. By March 1934 the novices were still running
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about their aobs and sports, olimhing mountains and touring

the courtry in. thHeir black cassocks! It was a strong

‘ 6xperience that Suggested that roastlng was not exactly.,
dLSpensable for a thorough Salesian tralning.. By the next

months of May and Jufie it had become apparent that -there were

in India other elimates, more approprlate for e house of

formation. ' _ o

However, the first year. of the novitiate was bravely
-~ spent within the canonical bdundaries, since it is Imown that an
absence of & novice from his house of novitiate for a per;od of

"aover & month renders the nov1t1ate invalid,

The following year, however, the first novices’ had bécome
etudents of Philosophy and consequently not bound t0 remain
baking in the premises. This set in motion the ingenuocusriess of
the canonists to £ind out whether there was a canonical wWay out
from: that confinement. A timid solution was attempted by taking
the nivvices to Jalarpet (a far oux venture in those days) during
‘the ‘month of Mey: bit even so, in order to be sure 6f not losing
oné single day, the novices would daily return to their legitimate
ddﬁieile;l Finally, a permission was obtained frOmfthe;Hely~See
to spend the hot months of the novitiate in the Hills. As-a.
congéquence the novitiate emigrated 'en masse' to Yercaud ahd:to
Bangalore during the successive years., This 0f course engendered
a longing for both places, and efforts were made to secure a
lecality in elther. It would be very long to record how many
~ Bteps and how much string pulling was done in order to purohase
for instance the hill facing the parlsh in Yeroaud Whlch #ti11
goee»in our parlance under the unofficlal and nevet glven
rname of "Mount St. Joseph.”

. Gradually the radius of the summer expansion went growingi
and it was chiefly due to the paternal 1nterest of our born
leader, His Grace-Mons;Mathlas, that the ideal place was;
discovered: the green slopes of Kotaglri°

Kotagiri is the uncrowned Queen of the Hills. ' It has
not got the -glamour of the mandane life of Ooty nor has it its
oecasional gloom. Perched on the summit of the Kota Hills at.
6500 feet and overlooklng the plalns of Coimbatore, of whose
slght;both Coonoor and Ooty are deprlved, Kotagiri has an ideal
climate all throughout the year.. And it iso happened that in
Kotaglri there was a fine bungalow built on top of a hlll that
{eaught HlS Grace s eye. Just as the prlests of the 01d Testament

d‘oq.‘oo‘czé
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‘ractive llfe in the service of God went one year on a pllgrimaé

',f§.various flelds of action w1ll ever remember as, a pleasant dream

; -~ 26,
went around Jericho: blow1ng thelr trumpets untll the Walls p

fell, so did our beloved Pastor go round “Glencaye“ with a

L \or\.

' rosary 1n hlS hands asklng Don Bosco to glve it to the noviCes.

Lo And in fact ‘one flne day “Glencaye“ went £or sales: But

there were there' the 50 and odd thousand- rupees that were

demanded by the owner? Here there is another little proof of
the- predllectlon of D1v1ne Providencei = . . .., ;;;fgﬁfg{;fgk
There was in Bangalore a geod Father Plnto who after an

S

to “Rome and did a little toauring in Europe, “On - pass;ng through

,_Belgtum he sought the. hospltallty of the Sales1an Houses and
"aythere he Spent a few days as in a famlly. The . Prefect of the

institutlon where’ he was staylng on seelng hlm wearlng a very

jthln cassock gave him .a thick one, more suitable for the '-y

cllmate of Belglum.. Good Fr. Pinto felt very comfortable and ‘
of course very much moved by the gesture; and on leav1ng the |

_house, he went to give back. the cassock and.hls thanks to

Father Prefect. But the Prefect told him he*could keep 1t as a

A llttle souvenlr and show his Indlan frlendS'the kind of cassoCksi“*
: Jthey used in Belglum. Good Fr. Blnto could never forget such a

klndness.

on hlS return to India he informed Hls7Grace Mons.Mhthias

;Vfof his 1ntentlon of leav1ng all his sav1ngs to the Salesian }i
,;'Congregatlon for a house ‘of formatlon. ‘His Grace suggested,that
'?charlty should rather be done ‘during life ‘than after death. He

could glve over that money to. the Sales1ans who would make u&e
of lt for the purpose of establlshlng a house of formatlon or

'that in Bangalore or elsewhere. As it 1s hot p0551ble to hav
, the nov:.tlate in. Bangalore Fr, Pinto agreed that the money be|

used for the purchase of "Glencaye“ at Kotagirl.

1"Glencaye" had hardly a few square yards of flat ground,'

. all of it being a slope. So it was necessary to start a. :tfvﬁ“

colossal work of levelling and fllllng that involved a very j
con51derable expendlture. Subsequently, an ad301nlng bungaldw

- and compound were purchased as well as other pieces of land,
‘: and hurrledly a structure was put up which became the chapeli

and study hall. If you add to that the roomy bungalow already

' 1n ex1stence you’ have a plcturesque complex which was baptised

with the name of "Mount Don Bosco.“ The nOV1t1ate was - -v-l
canonlcally erected there 1n the year 1947. And it has already
turned out batches of Salesians who whilest ‘working in thelr

_.000305927
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that fine nest of "Mount Don Bosco" perched under the clouds
and surréunded by gardens where flowers bloom all year round.

THE RETREAT : YERCAUD .

‘Yercaud had been a favourite summer resort for our young
Btudents and;nOqueS, the Chlef reason being that it was the
hearest'Hill%Station to ‘the North Arcot. Not only during the
godd‘@anjofe.times'those early Saleasians had often asked ‘the
-hospitality of ReviFr. Cappelle of the»Foreign Mission of Paris
to spend their summer holidays in the mild climate of Yercaud.

“ItWWas"then natural that when the decision was finalily
taken +to shift the novitiate to the hills, the first attempt was
spent over Yercaud. And it was a stubborn attempt also, .since,
inspite of so many adverse ﬁondltions, efforts were made in order
to purchase from the District Bogrd the hlll known to us-as
'“Mount St. Joseph. W

When finally all the attempts had been wrecked and :
‘Mt Don Bosco" was instead purchased in Kotagiri, Yercaud faded
into oblivion, although a link was still maintained insomuch as
His Grace the Archbishop Stlll went sometimes ‘to His Yercaud '
‘ "Villa“ and the Seminarians of Poonamallee had also in Yercaud
their summer resort - a fact which incidentally proved proV1dent1al
since during the war their palatial building of Poonamallee was -
occupied. by the record office first and then by the Military. .

It came, then, as a surprise that one day the property
ktiown as "The Retreat" and which had been previously refused to
the Salesians was suddenly offered for a reasonable sum. 'His
Grace Mons. Mathias who was ‘on the spot negotiated the purchase
{and the Salesian Province of South India bought it) know1ng that
sometime or other it would be ‘useful for many purposes, even if
1t were only as a vacation resort. We should here record “that
when Fr. Ricaldone, the then Prefect General of the Salesian
Congregation, pald in one of his ramblings to South India a visit
to Yercaud, . he. .was so much impressed by the beauty of the
landscape and the sweetness of. the climate that he wrote- in some
Visitation Book. ~ "Yercaud will perhaps one day have a '
Salesaan Novitiate."

. Sed hebent sua fata libella'. The 'Retreat! remained
uncared for until a chance offered itself. When in 1950 the”;
group of Theologians from the South Indian Province outnumbered
their colleagues from the Northern Province, it was found

-eonvenient to retain them 1n the South.
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| A theologate is a serious thing and much equipment and
personnel is. required for 1t. But it could be reasonably

expected that the necessary buildings, the library and’ even 4

the qualified staff could be made available in.a couple of . i

' years.' So it was that the Theologians were that year collected
in the “The Retreat." ) : -Iﬂ, {.

e 4 e o

The buildings we had purchased were wholly inadequate
fand 1n a Very pltlable condition. But the sacrificing work s
fof Rev Father Uboldi and afterwards of Rev Fr. Mauri quickly
;reconditioned the rickety structure. Much eXpendlture was !
~iinvolVed, but 1t was worth 1t, since the situation of Yercaud
is really smiling, surrounded by forests and coffee plantationp
and facing ‘the plains of Salem and the distant hlllS of - .- 11
'Annamalai Range. A new chapel was built, ‘a tiny v1lla was"
prepared for the then ailing Fr. Felip - who ‘never occup;ed
it. Electricity was installed and life was made p0551ble for a
”fairly big- community.

- The emergency theologate was short-lived, but Stlll 1t
witnessed several ordinations._ In the course of events, the
;theologians were again sent to the central Theologate - although
‘not S0 “Central“ of Mawlai. And afterwards, on finding ﬁhat the
youthful community of Mount Don Bosco at Kotagiri was outgrowing
_ﬁits nest, the Superior had to split it and the nOVices went td
, occupy"the Retreat“ where new structures had been prepared for ,
 them. The Salesian Novitiate Was canonically erected in'Yercdud
in 1953 thus fulfllling Fr. Ricaldone's prophecy. Very Rev Frp
‘Sola was appointed ltS first Novice Master as well as Rector.

BROADWAY-MADRAS o N {
' ©  When the abolition of the double Jurisdiction reachcd ﬁ‘
_Maﬂras in 1928 with its consequences several churches climbed .

'down from the rank of Parish to that of subservient churChes.;

One of them was- the Church of Our Lady of Refuge, surrounded by
a fine compound, in Broadway. The largeness of the compsund
~in that crowded George Town area was. 1nv1ting the establishing'
of ‘some 1nstitution ‘there. In fact when' in 1936 His Grace Mons.'
‘pMathlas decided that St.- Gabriel s High School = until then.
'_housed in a venerable building in Armenian Street should be
-shifted away from the Cathedral ~grounds, ‘the.grounds of @ur
Lady of Refuge 1n Broadway were chosen for the purpose., 5 f\d

| - ‘The Salesians had been in charge of the school from the -
bgyear 1928.' But the school had not been formally handed 0ver to
;?the Congregation. It was then, on the occasion of 1ts transfér
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to Our Lady of Refuge compound that an agreement was.entered
upon between  the Archdlocese and the Salesians, which was
eventually sanctioned by the Sacred Congregatlon of Propaganda
by a letter dated 7 Jan. 1941, in force of whlch the Sale51ans
took charge of Our Lady of Refuge's bulldlng and compound.,

"By 1937 a fine concrete structure had been built ;n_the;v
compound of Our ﬁady of Refuge; where the school had been-shifted.
The induguration assumed a great SOlemnity, being present at the
ceremony the Very ‘Rev,Fr. Berruti and Very Rev.Fr. Candela both

enty

#dinary envoys of the Superior General for a visit to all
‘our institutions in Asia. On that occasion a fine bronze statue
of St, John Bosco - a near repllca of the monument of Turin ~ was
blessed and inaugurated -gnd s ince then the school has been
living its normal busy life. It has turned out hundreds of
matriculates and it has won the esteem ‘and respect of the

school authoritles.b

By its-side the "Don Bosco Oratory" was started which kept
the most cherished lines of Don Bosco! s work, The spiritual ’
harvest achieved by the little Oratory has been splended Its
catechism classes, its feasts, scouting act1v1t1es, publis . N
performances, trips -~ have captured the youth of George Town
inviting them to the achievément of higher ideals. -In 1951 )
through the untiring Zeal of Very Rev. Father Dabove a sPac1ous
buildlng rose.by its side where eventually the Office of the‘ ;
Salesian Prov1nce was shifted. It is known as “Refuge House "o

GOLDEN GOA | -

In the first batch that inaugurated the novitlate of )
Salesian South India in Tirupattur in. 1933 there were two South
Indians and two Goans. That was perhaps a hint of Divine =
Providence suggestlng to us that first~class local material for
”the buildlng of a great Salesian India was avallable on the spot.
But hlnts are not always at once fully understood, and Whereas o
the gates of the Province: were ~ after 10 years - flung open to:
South Indian vocations, Goa still remained too dlstant and
inaccessible for a Sale31an opération. = Yet no place in India
- had. kept such a loving véneration for -Don Bosco as Goa. In Goa
thiere Balesian Cooperators of the earliest hour. Even now you
can come across old friends who dlSplaY under your eyes a
Cooperator s diploma signed by Venerable Fr. Rua. S

-

As it was, Goa seemed to be more closely in touch with
the International Bureau of Cooperators in Turin than it was with
the headquarters of the Sale51an Prov1nce of South Ind:La° '

A

....l.oso



30 -

' leen_thls atmOSphere of Sale31an1ty, you could of :
course eXpect a number of attempts. belng made in’ order to ;
brlng the Sales1ans to. GOA, and that was 1ndeed the'case. i }
'iFrlendS all over were 1nv1t1ng the Sa1e31ans to come’ and startl
an 1nst1tutlon.. .

l-But you should know GOA in order to understand thls
multlplicity oFf llttle offers. Goa lies scattered over ’ .
prosperous V1llages.‘ The gentry went -to the - land. Thelr proud-i
feellng of 1ndependent life scattered them all over the count
and seldom allowed of populous agglomeratlons. Lost under fy
] coconut trees and surrounded by paddy flelds, you will come |
, across palatial buildings, equipped with all’ the old—fashione& ‘
.refinement obtalnable in the country Somebody will play for you
at the piano some Brahm's Interlude, will pour for you Porto 1n

.Bohemlan glasses and show you a spacious dance-hall and of course

a devout chapel (The supreme ambltion of a Goan is to bulld

S a’ Chapel) .

Many tlmes have the Salesians been 1nv1ted to start some?*
ulnstitutlons in-GoaA and the inv1tatlon had 1nVariably met w1thf

N
!

another sterotyped reply. “We have no personnel "

‘It was necessary that Our Lady should 1nterfere in orderf

to brlng the SaleS1ans not to some dellghtful, ‘hidden spot in the

up-country, ‘but’ stralghtaway to the heart and. capital of Goa fbr.
the welfare of this youth.i And seemingly since Our Blessed Lady
rfr~is not bound by obJectlons’agalnst Machiavelllan methods, she
made- use of - 'War COndltlonS' in India.

~

‘ We should not forgetqthat about 120 Sale31ans had been
‘ interned by the British durlng the war, and one. of the most.

'outstanding among them was’ the then Prov:.nc:.al of the North

Fr.}Scuderl. When the>camp authorltles thought it convenlent
for some purpose to take Fr. Scuderl away from the other, f,
fSale31ans, he was sent to Purander, near Poona,. and 1n thlS wag;”
when he was flnally set free, he had already been brought to :'}
the gates of Goa. At first it was thought that the dynamic |
.Father would be allowed to remaln 1n India, but soon the j;

de0151on of the Government was clearly stated. "Father ScuderlA

‘was to quit Indla for good wo-

A born m1s31onary, a clean—cut piloneer and an 1ndom1table
‘apostle, he could not recon01le hlmself to the idea of leaving
India, and sure enough nelghbourlng and hospltable Goa was
offerlng a temporary shelter., '
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~His Excellency the Most ‘Rev. Jose Da- Costa Nunes, the
Patriach.of Goa, was an age—long friend of the SaleSian.ﬁ*p
'He had been a real father to- them when he .was the. Bishop of
, Macao, and now that he was. ruling the Archdiocese of oA, he S
v;_was exultant to offer his welcome to. the sons of. Don. Bosco.:"f_

:;{ The PIOVlnCial and the Rector of Bombay, preVious o -
"their F£lying for an interview with the Home Departmént, | went
~ to GoA in ‘order. to find out. His Excellency s dispOSitionAand see
whether’a convenient place -could be rented for Fr. Scuderi and '
£ or SaleSians “who might eventually be expelled from india
and would be Willing to. work in Goa. ~The Patriarch warmly S
'blessed the plan and DiVine PrOVidence arranged for a place “to ;
',be found which would eventually become the permanent seat of the
Salesian work. We are referring to the place known as - the e
."ASSistencia", an ancient institution which cared for the uncared.
for.j, '

o “The old and the invalid were liVing in one of their
1..bui1dings, whereas the remaining building could be made availableh'
' for a rent. S - S

. . Fr. Scuderi arrived in Goa from his internment in Purander T
;"and established himself in that,rented building., Very soon'he _‘H'

"was Surrounded by a crowd of youngsters who flocked in his daily -
Oratory attracted by Don Bosco s methods. Soon~was it found-that o
there was plenty of ‘scope- for the SaleSian actiVities here. In |

cen equence an inVitation was extended to. those SaleSians who

E Were still interned in the camp of DehraeDun and who might
'eventually be repatriated by the British Government.. Many )
volunteered to come and work in- Goa rather than quit the. miss:n.ons.
Unfdﬁﬂ*nately, a veto was imposed on some by the camp authorities
and consequently when the batch of Salesians arrived in Goa on' o
. 17th” oct. 1946, it compriSed only the following confreres.;,”“‘“
A-:Rev Fathers Ravalico, Moga, Mora, Zola and Colombo. This first
batch was received at the harbour by an enthuSiastic crowd of |
youngsters.i They immediately ‘set £o work chiefly in the Daily
Oratory.-‘ : : ' L

. Soon was it found, as. it,happened to Don. Bosco himself,“i,

'"*ifthat other actiVities were ‘needed for the welfare of this youth

S an@ in fact several orphans were admitted as boarders.‘ A higher,->

‘ elementary Portuguese School was ipmediately opened and then, -

considering that none of" the existing English Schools of Pang‘m{"'
A‘fjwere dnder Catholic Management that they favoured co—education

- and that no Catechism was’ taught by them, it was deCided that an“

| Engiish High ‘School should be started immediately. At the same
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thme th#ed2odatdriés ware Wworking” in varidds 1Gealitiesy Mo
Quité rﬂukeeping with thé Sdlesian traditien”a small earpentry#
school-*&8 dﬁened &5 %ell 'ag”aprinting - press andda t&iler1n§3¢
" schooly : All ‘these -Were possible- thanksrto;the dynamic |

perspnality eﬁ ghe(ReqtorﬁgtOrthe phenomenalroutgut”qf werkjgdj'
~rendered. by the first Salesians,vto the most hearty.- coopegatiqn

of . .the Goan friends, .and.mainly ;to.the paternal benevolence,oﬁ,
"

His Excellency the Patriarch. T
. b
In the meantime, the SaleSians ‘were busy looking for & .]
Place that they could call their own-and in which they could |
establish their institution. Strange enough, after having been
searching all over in the’ ¢ity . and in the outskirts, the only ]
ground that appeared convenient for our work was perfectly the}one
that they were already occupying. . B ‘ : j

K
]

The landlord, a Hindu, teld:'his sons in his death~bed i

" that they should not plot out the land and sell 1t to different
buyers as it had been preViously arranged- but that they should
sell the whole plot excluSively to the Salesians. In this manner,
some 45,000 square yards of land were purchased for our institution.
PersuaSion and monetary help induced the couple of dozens of h&
tenants to vacate the ground. Hurriedly a building was put uo
for-heusiqg,thé-PortugueseLSGhoel.‘ A-compounduWalleasi%uiltL
around and:a £ine ‘thapel wasd erécted as & remembrince. of’thes |7
visit ofiour Lady of Fatimd to ‘Goa. This chapel -is the eentré”
of -diffusién 6f piety -and espedially of devetisn E6' ouE Blessed
Lady. Every 13th of the month it is crowded at noon by devout
people who come t0 remember the‘happy day when Qur Lady appeamed
in Fatima. The Archconfraternity of Mary Help of Christians ﬁas
established and all the Marian Solemnities as well as the month
of May are celebrated with great splendour. o

- - However, there was a thorn in the structurc of the
‘institution. Within the ground the Salesians had purchased
there was an enclave belonging to the "Assistencis dos Indigemtes“-
indeed one of their buildings was: occupied by the Sales1an

community. It was then necessary, in order to eliminate that .
hindrance to the development\of the 1nstitution, to give in Ujg'
exchange an equal piece of land 1n a corner of the compound and
“to build an adequate structure for the inmates of thefb;‘wg_ Lﬂ
“ASSistencia." ' This was effected in the year 1953. - { '

it .....%.‘_e A
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BORDERING HOUSE = THE JUNGLE - VALP@I | S
- In the year 1947 the uovernment of Portuguese India . *;+
thought of the SaleSians in order to run their Trade School i“_“

- A
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of Valpoi.;_ At the same time His Excellency the Patriarch .
" was thinking of intenSifylng the: Missionary work 1n the reglon»,
- of Satari whose . chief town. is Valpoi. His: Excellency was .
‘consequently requesting the -Salesians to take charge of the
' ‘Parish and mission so as to have the word of God preached. in
fthe villages of the jungly Satari where - 25 miles from. the .
"body of St.. Francis Xavier: ~.the Gospel had not been preached‘ _f
as yet. ‘So 1t caime about that in a happy" conjunction of - . '
requests, the’ Sale31ans were 1nvited to, take up the direction of
bkhe.professional school as well as the administration of that
parlsh ‘and mission.

Two Salesian Fathers, namely, Fr.Berti and Fr.Mora,
- were deputed for the task’ and very soon both the profe531onal z
_ 'school as well as the m1351on gave cheering SlgnS of act1v1ty
‘"and success. ‘ ‘

Yt -

o At present there is no village in +the whole of Satari-
'where the Gospelvhas not been announced and the profe851onal
‘school is training carpenters and mechics Who have several |
~times giVen proof of their skill. . In fact during the - =
;Industrial Exhlbitlon held in PanJim on the occasion of " the
Centenary of &t. Francis Xavier, the work executed in Valpoi by
our little apprentlces called the attention of the publLC, ‘both
in the carpentry as well as in the mechanical branch. S

'DESERT BLOSSOMS - SAGAYATHOTTAM ,

The many years of war and’ drought made the P“ov1nce i
realise that a corporation comprising SO many 1nstitutlons,:f>
fcrowded With youngsters all of them gifted With an excellent
'appetlte should have its own rice fields and nébt be at the
' tmercy of the vegaries of rationing and whims of rationing
';officers. Indeed, our orphanages could not- possibly be ‘
i maintalned on the rationing pittances, and, on the other side,
in the rationing schemes preference was. given to the land )
v owner. - So it was that those colleges and orphatiages which " werej
:keeping thelr own paddy fields found themselves at no. trouble
,for feeding their inmates and were not at the merdy of

ffunimaginative bureaucrats._ DT
e l .

on the other 51de, the SaleSians are forbidden by rule toi'
keep big estates and'live on their rent. The Sale51an rule dis'

@ tacit condemnatlon of the capitalistlc way of liV1ng. We cani .

“and.we can keep ‘no fields which we ourselves do not work.

\
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It was conéequently decided that the. Salesian Province would

buy some acres of land and grow its own rice; but not in the
manner in which coffee estates and tea plantations are run, |
but in the already traditional way of the Salesians, namely,
working it ourselves and giving it the shape of a regular
“Agricultural Colony or Agrlcultural School.

But' where to- flnd a good number of acres so.as “to form a’
sizeable plot? Not in the North Arcot, assuredly - the 2 R
experts said. A v - ‘ | | \
' - However, by the perspicity of the then Parish Priest‘
of Urlyurkuppam, Rev.Fr. Amaldoss Anthoniswamy, a large plot |
'of deserted land was found that could perhaps serve our purpose.
The elders of the vrllage still remembered that many, many_yea&s
ago, those deserted barren lands had yielded fine crops of 'Sahba';‘

. ]
So the land was bought and a courageous Father was sent to do fthe

i

_pioneerlng work. Rev, Fr.Codello.

For about one year he had to live in a thatched roofed ﬁ
hut, side by srde with the cattle. Summer can be extreme in that
vast expanse of barren land of Uriyurkuppam, but everything was
bravely borne-with faith in the future.. Wells were dug, the
"1and levelled, the thirsty fields were brought: under lrrigatlen

and~a first encouraglng ¢rop was obtained.

Two years afterwards the crops of the flrst year would !
have scarcely been enough for seedllngs. Under the courageou$ and
bold management of Fr.Zocchi- and his helpers amongst whom wasA
brother Ludwig, Uriyurkuppam, once a desert, is now the grana;

" of the Province. A chapel has. been built, granarles had beenTy
put up, a tractor with several devrces is constantly in actlon,
a number of pumps jet out a powerful gush of water and a fine

green velvet carpet of some 50 acres of: paddy, waves under the

singing the triumph of loving labour over barrenness and drowght.
v . . | .

When the groundnut season arrived epical scene take pldhe
 worthy of Hdmer's descriptions since they have nothing to env
' from the vintage of the Greeks. That land was baptised with fthe
name of Sagayathottam which means-the Garden of Mary Help?ofﬁ
Christians under whose guard it has been kept.

: Inc1dentally, we should know that when the questien ardse ‘
of the affiliation of the Sacred Heart College of Tlrupattur§ to
the University of Madras, the University demanded, as per: ruLe,

the institution for an endowment, the Provincial replied that
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-"we as Salesians and muchamore as Sale51an m1551onar1es 1n a
land of appalling'poverty could not freeze three or. four lakhs

of rupees in the vaults of a bank as a financial backing for S
'““'College, whllest 80 many people were suffering. £rom’ -

starvatlon around us and all eur money was indeed USed for:
j-"dlfferent enterprlses to help our people. Yet not frozen monay A
"~ but llving realltles could be offered as a guarantee of: financial i::

stablllty., and it was precisely ‘the lands- of Sagayathottam‘that 0

gaVe full satlsfactlon to the demands. of the Unlver51ty of: Madras.if

L The Miss10nary outposts scattered all over the North Arcot
**fcan hardly be: called Salesian.Instltutlons, but they are such an
essentlal‘part of. the Sale31an Prov1nce of South Indla, whlch 1s

, m1331onary to its core, that they must have thelr separate chapter”g_”

.ln thlS Souvenir of the Jubilee.

- ads ;tratlon of the North Arcot were Just a- handful of ,1f[]fa
“»pioneers. And very often a missionary had to do many miles on:.

cycle under the extenuatlng sun of. the North Arcot: 1n order to giljf )

‘ mlnister to thelr exten31ve Jurlsdlctlon.. A mere. look at the
;h 'Elenco will glve even the- profane a glimpse of the t01ls and
f; palns inherent to mlssionary llfe in that. Dlstrlct. Arnl has X S
61 villages to its care. Chetpet 86 and so with the’ rest.: 5f‘ﬂ%'f{“
. think of the time when four prlests had to look after the 5?;33f
o 'Wh':elNorth Arcot. N : »Jf L
’ | Chetpet has been called the 'Lourdes of the South, 1f
there is some wishful- thlnking 1n the title it is all prompted
by zeal.:‘ It is. true that Chetpet has a magnlflcent church,,

and it was perhaps the elght of churches, llke that one that »
ven"ouraged the extraordlnary Vlsltor Fr. Rlcaldone to go ahead

n_gtake dharge of the independent mlss1on of North Arcot.,}_f

To the name “of. Chetpet, the name of its- pastor for many

years, Rev.Fr., David, 1is closely llnked.» ‘He. completed the dhurch,;,d”

plastering it, enhanced the parochlal house and made flourlsh thattln
;Marian outpost w1th ‘the solemnity of Marian celebratlons. lTheJu ij
‘day of the: translatlon of the venerable remains of Rev F .Darras o
. to the shrlne was. a triumph for Chetpet and for 1ts Pastor._ ,
L_ Arnl has witnessed SO many initlataves undertaken by 1ts'7 e

several pastors. The church was- thoroughly repaired. The;.;f'
».Parochial house was enhanced, the school Was bullt, a weav1ngvh _

,sectien flourished for several years, and numerouSaother little;ff73

ls.and chapels cropped up in. dlfferent v1llages dependlng
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"Pallikonda is a hallowed place 1n the esteem of the whole
Province Since Mons.Mederlet died there whilst raising his hané
“in Absolution._ Side by side with the, orphanage run by the-
Daughters of Mary Help of Chrlstians, the mlssionaries had put up
their school and residence. ' e : v
a._TlruVettlpuram which up to now was a nonéentity1from the
missiondry point of view has now a fine Church, a School, a 'ﬁ
Residerice and a Convent. Its name is closely linked to that o%
Rev.Fr. Remery. ' ' S |

Polur has always been a smiling centre ofAmissionary
activity. Both Polur as well as its depending villages have seen
as. a normal’ feature, chapels and. schools being built all over.

o

Other missionary posts ‘have s1nce been passed over to th
Diocesan clergy. But those days -are not too distant yet, when

Pattiavaram meant air-tight isolation from the civilised - or 1s
it sophisticated? - way.of life. That good Fr. Albertini - now
dead - who spent there years of his already mature life, without
seeing bread, meat or vegetables, but once or twice a week ( a
'sadhu' would not mind that, but not all of us have been trained
from childhood.to sleep on a bed of nails.) And if those earﬁy
missionaries jokingly borne the "comforts" of their miSsionarw
outposts,, braving eSpec1ally that ‘cultural- and psychological j
isolatlon that hurts more than a hot curry, they did so because
'they passfionately loved their missions, their flock, for their
poor people. |

But the chief achievements .of m1s51onar1es will always

remain unsung in this llfe for the,51mp1e reason that what th%
world wants is something spectacular and impressive.‘ Only a T
.missionary knows what a new chapel, be it a simple hut with'a!
thatched roof, means to him and to the advancement of God's
Kingdom. ‘You cannot compile a Souvenlr on.such achlevements as
temporary huts - yet he knows well that he can very well g0 on
building the Klngdom of God w1th the help of such humble-
structures. One more Vlllage that comes to Chrlstlanlty, tha
adores God and loves its neighbour cannot shine on a trico}oured

block of a Souven1r° but it is certalnly ‘the thickest |

(I

consolatlon for a mlss1onary and a motlve of 1ndebtedness ‘to khe
'Heart of God. ' ’ :
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The North Arcot might not be the most shining
achievement of the Salesian Province of South India; yet the
reckoning angels must have been very busy recording the amount
of labour, of physical and moral suffering, of infinite love
and untold heroism that has been poured iInto the barren
expanse of the North Arcot by so many unknown heroes. But
God knows them and that is enough. One thing iIs certain:
that whilst once upon a time, the North Arcot was a neglected
portion of Christ®"s Vineyard on account of the scarcity of
priests claimed > back by the First World War, and then kept
back by i1ts consequences, or put out of action by age and
ill-health, now 1t is flourishing with all kinds of institutions
exclusively prompted and brought to existence by a sel-ii-
sacrificing ze™1l and by a burning love of God and of mail.



