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THE VERY REV. DON ALBERA

= ~ (S ilPER 1O R

GENERA iv)=s —

To the Association of Salesian Go-operafors.

Dsar Go-operaior”,

N the month of October

> 1863, Don Bosco sent a
small number of his sons

& C’ to found the College of
m M st. Charles at Mirabello,

a college which was transferred to

Borgo San Martino in the year 1870.
At the head of this small band was
Don Michael Rua who was the; in
his twenty-sixth year; and he who ¢
privileged to. address now in this
letter, was ¢(Rso amo '.0ose few Sa-
lesians who left the Oratory to found
the first Salesian School outside Turin,
and to strive to emulate in a new
centre the zeal and charity of our Ven-
erable Father and Founder.

Which of us had any idea that in
the course of fifty years the Salesian
Society would have had so rapid and
extensive a development, and that the
lowly writer of this letter would have
been called by Divine Providence to
rule its destinies, after Don Bosco and
his first Successor. You must pardon
me this little personal reminiscence,
which convinces me of the gratitude
due to Almighty God, for none, 1
think, better than the first Sons of Don

Bosco, can form a true opinion of the
wonders of Divine Providence in our
regard.

And in truth with what incompa-
rable favours have we not been blessed,
almost at every moment. | well re-
member Don Bosco’s confidence, un-
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disturbed amid the hardest trials, and
I seem to hear him now assuring us,
as he did so often, of the great in-
crease of his work. And before his
death the Society had opened Houses
in many places, and through the Apost-
olic zeal of Mgr. Cagliero, and Mgr.
Fagnano his work had spread to far
off missions. | have before my mind
the daily zealous labours of our late
lamented Don Rua, copying Don Bosco
so exactly; and you know how God
rewarded this filial loyalty by increas-
ing the numbers of the Houses five-
fold, while wunder his administration.
As for myself, | cannot do less than
state my conviction, as | have done on
so many occasions already, that the
loving care of Divine Providence to-
wards us appears in even greater abun-
dance, since the Society, notwithstand-
ing the unworthiness of the instruments,
is still extending its Apostolic Work
in both hemispheres.

*
* *

I cannot conceal from vyou, Dear
Co-operators, the consolation | had in
the month of March last, when | heard
from the Provincials assembled here in
Turin, of the continued and generous
co-operation of our benefactors. Shortly
afterwards | had personal proof of
it in my journeys through France, Eng-
land, Belgium, Northern and Central
Italy, for everywhere | was surrounded
by numbers of zealous Co-operators of
many classes and stations in life, all
holding in veneration the name and
memory of Don Bosco and Don Rua,
and by whose aid | saw so much
prosperity and development in our va-
rious works and schools.

Again at Valsalice where we re-
cently held the sixth general meeting
of the Directors of your Association,
the main impression certainly was that
Divine Providence is still particularly
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mindful of the Work of Don Bosco,
and for this plain reason that such
constant and generous co-operation is
ever visible.

And why not also refer to that wave
of sympathy and respect which passed
over the whole of Europe, at the sim-
ple announcement that the Successor
of Don Bosco, as heir to the spirit of
charity which animated him had opened
the doors of our Institutes to the num-
bers of boys who were among the re-
fugees during the late war? And why
not also record the fame of Don Bosco,
growing even more yet, held up as a
model in every meeting that is held
to consider the ways and means for
bettering the people and especially the
young?

Now these manifold attestations of
esteem and affection, these clear pledges
of the continual and increasing favour
in which the Salesian Work is held,
are to my mind, proofs of the assistance
of heaven. In this way it becomes
possible for the Sons of Don Bosco to
undertake new works which will re-
dound to the glory of God and the
good of souls.

Résumé of 1912.

Last year was not without its addi-
tions to our list of Houses and Festive
Oratories. His Grace the Archbishop
of Vercelli has been instrumental in
erecting a New Church and parish in
that town, and this together with the
Festive Oratory attached he has handed
over to the Salesians who are already
administering it.

At Scihiggia, another growing centre
in the same diocese, the Salesians have
been called to open a Festive Oratory,
which is mainly due to the untiring ef-
forts of a former pupil of Don Bosco.

At Vcrnsee in Istria (Austria Hun-
gary) a. College for ecclesiastical voca-
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tions has been opened for German
ancl Austrian students, thus giving the
School at Penango inore scope for its
own work, since it previously combined
its own with the German Students. This
new School also shows that that part
of Don Bosco’s work which he founded
for the cultivation of vocations is as
prosperous as any other which he set
on foot. Not far from New York city,

W ERNSEE (Austria) — The new college

at Port-Cliester another parish has been
undertaken, which will deal mainly
with the large numbers of Catholic
emigrants of various nationalities.

In last March some Salesians went
to Granada in the state of Nicaragua,
Central America, where they took charge
of the Public School, and have com-
menced an Institute for the teachine
of Trades. Passing over to China, we
have re-opened the School for the Chi-
nese boys at Macao which was tempo-
rarily closed on account of the reli-
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gious disturbances; but the Salesians

who went from this school on its
closing to found a new mission at
Heung-Shan have been so successful

that they are remaining there and hope
to gather in a large harvest of souls.

If we put beside these new works
the great number of extensions to
existing establishments, new churches
and chapels, new workshops and other

‘Marianum’.
constructions, it will be seen that the
year has been one of great activity

and general development. The Churches

indeed should have special mention;
that for instance of the Immaculate
Conception at Puntarenas, demanded

by the rapidly growing population of
that recently constructed city, another
to St. Joseph at Manga in Uruguay;
and a fine school Chapel, dedicated
to our Patroness Our Lady Help of
Christians, attached to the School at
Battersea, London, in memory of the
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twenty-fifth year of the Salesian Work
in England. Mention should also be
made of the Festive Oratory opened
at Talca in Chile under the patronage
ol Father Andrew Beltrami, which
shows that the fame of his sanctity is
already carried far and wide; of the
Church of Our Lady Help of Christians
at Conception in the same Republic;
of the Institute of Don Bosco as well
as the Church of the Immaculate Con-
ception already mentioned in Puntare-
nas; the parish Church at Rawson, the
Church of Our Lady Help of Christians
at Cuyaba in Matto Grosso; the new
Church attached to the College oi St.
Joachim at Pernambuco in Brazil; con-
siderable advance has also been made
with the two monumental Churches,
one outside Barcelona, dedicated to
the Sacred Heart, the other at Flo-
rence dedicated to the Holy Fa-
mily.

To
mous
many

all these you must add the enor-
expenses required to keep so
schools and Institutes in working
order, the daily upkeep of which de-
pend in great part on the generosity
of the Co-operators; there is also to
be reckoned the missionary expedition
which entails vast sums, in supplying
necessary outfit and travelling expenses.
And while we are dealing with these
topics, it is appropriate to add a word
of admiration for the generous initia-
tive of His Eminence Cardinal Maffi,
Archbishop of Pisa, on behalf of his
suburb of Pisa Marina. His Eminence
is building a Church for that growing
neighbourhood, which is sorely in need
of extra spiritual help. It is to be de-
dicated to the Help of Christians, and
accordingly His Eminence decided that
it should be placed in the charge of
the Sons of Don Bosco. We are all
anxious that it should be speedily
brought to completion, and are deter-
mined that no effort be spared to se-
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cond the
Cardinal.

zealous

generosity of the

Proposals for 1913.

There are two things which | parti-
cularly desire to recommend to you,
to be accomplished during this year
which God is giving to us. Por three
reasons it isa year to be remembered.
First it is the sixteenth centenary ot
the giving of peace and liberty to the
Church, by the official recognition of
Christianity, and of the essential inhe-
rent rights of Christian Society; this
was done by the proclamation issued
by the Emperor Constantine at Milan
in the year 313. Secondly it is the
fiftieth year of the establishment of
our Society outside Turin, or in other
words the fiftieth year of its extension,
since, in 1863, the first House outside
the city of the original'foundation, was
established. Thirdly it is the twenty-
fifth year since the death of the Ven.
Don Bosco, who passed away on Jan.
31lst 1888. Any one of these reasons
would suffice to make the year a me-
morable one.

To commemorate the first of these
events, the Co-operators should endea-
vour to establish more firmly in their
souls the reign of Jesus Christ, in
union with the celebrations which the
Church will make to commemorate His
triumph on earth. “The fundamental
object of the Co-operators,” wrote Don
Bosco in his rule, “is to strive after
christian perfection for themselves” ;
and the Ploly Father, referring to these
recommendations says in his autograph
to us of August 11th that all Co-oper-
ators should: “strive to maintain and
increase within themselves the true spirit
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, by means
of their own sanctification, and through
that they will afterwards be able to
exert an influence over the young, to
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partake in the various activities on
their behalf, to promote vocations, to
assist in the diffusion of good literature,
to the work of the Sunday Oratories,
and the general establishment and
culture of the spirit of love, obedience
and devotion to the Church’
and to the Sovereign Pon-
tiff."

"It is quite a mistake,”
observes that great leader
of the Co-operators, His
Lordship Mgr. Morganti,
himselfa past-studentof the
Oratory, “to think that Sa-
lesian Co-operation consists
entirely in helping others...
A Co-operator who his neg-
ligent in his own sanctifi-
cation will think less ofthat
of others... At the most he
might feel moved or carried
away to some extent by the
outward, physical necessi-
ties, but this would be a
purely human philanthropy,
not approaching in the least
the supernatural charity
which animated Don Bosco,
and which he desired to be
the informing spirit of his
Work, and of the labours
of the Co-operators. Let it
be then our first endeavour
to put our own spiritual
condition in order, if there
is need of so doing; to
obtain more fervour for our
practices of piety, to cultivate the virtues
proper to our state, so that we may
thus render ourselves capable of saving
others.”

*
* *

In second place, as a memorial for
the fiftieth year oi the expansion of
our Society, and of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the death of our saintly

BARCELLONA (Spain) — Part of the
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Founder, |1 would urge you most strongly,
dear Co-operators, to give your aid more
copiously to so many of our Houses
that stand in need of it. Our Festive
Oratories, as they must be kept abreast
of the times, and equipped with all the

‘Tibi dabo’ church.

means for their work among the young,
are in constant need of support from
benefactors. The Schools which main-
tain many boys gratuitously depend
upon your continual aid, so that the
daily needs may be supplied. The
technical Schools for arts and trades,
though they obtain certain returns for
their work, must always be purchasing
the latest machinery and appliances,
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so as not to fall behind; and as they
are strictly schools the teaching and
upkeep is very expensive. Even the
collegiate schools, both boarding and
day, have such modest fees that a great
deal must be left to the charity of the
Co-operators.

And what shall | say of the Missions?
In Patagonia alone, fully twenty-five
centres, containing anything between
five hundred and three thousand people,
only see the Missionary once in two
or three years, and are sorely in need
of more regular religious care. In
Ecuador the death of several zealous
missionaries have brought down the
numbers available for that needy quarter.
In Matto Grosso the Bororo tribes are
coming in to our missionary settlements
asking for protection and shelter, but
the missionaries are so few that they
can neither superintend these large
numbers of difficult subjects, nor pro-
vide for their indispensable needs.
From China again they write to me
that so much could be done if their
pecuniary supplies were larger, and
pointing out the absolute need for
schools for boys and for girls who are
without homes and friends.

Therefore, dear .Co-operators, you
will feel called upon to exert your
generosity on behalf of so many good
works, and for so many schools and
Institutes where the time and abilities
of the Superiors are wholly taken wup
in solving the financial difficulties which
surround them.

Conclusion.

On our part we shall never be in
the least indifferent to your good and
charitable efforts. In the words of
Don Bosco, “all the Salesians, both
priests and clerics, and the boys under
their care offer daily prayers for their
benefactors” the Divine aid and bless-
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ing is asked for you every day, for
yourfamilies, your relations, your friends,
your interests. We pray God to pre-
serve you in peace and concord, to
grant you health and happiness, to
keep misfortunes far away, both in
regard to things spiritual and things
temporal. We pray that He may add
to this the grace of final perseverance,
and that your days of good works may
close in a happy death. We shall be
constantly grateful to you during life,
and may God hold ready for you the
reward of the just in heaven? May
these holy desires and wishes, that |
now transcribe, seated at the very table
on which Don Bosco wrote his ever
memorable words — may they have,
particularly in this year of many re-
collections, their fullest realisation.

I would ask you also to remember
in your prayers him, who now has the
privilege of professing himself,

Your obedient Servant

DOIV
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The Jubilee of Our Work in England.

NExW zljjCith the 24th of last November,

mH111H.w tHere Passed away the first quart-
er Of a century’s work of the Sa-

lesians in England. Twenty-five years seems
a considerable period, if we regard it as a span
of years in the life of any one man, or in a work
of some private nature ; but as a part of the
history of a religious order it is but a passing
phase and astepping stone to greater things. The
chief Orders of the Catholic Church are long-
standing institutions, have borne themselves
securely over the vicissitudes of time, have
stood century after century as bulwarks both to
the Church and State, and have a long roll of
famous deeds in the archives of their history.
In comparison with such, our work is mo-
dern in many ways. We learn from the first
page of this issue that we are keeping this year
the fiftieth anniversary of the extension of our
Society beyond Turin, the town of its birth.
That one fact shows that the Congregation
founded by the Ven. Don Bosco is necessaiily
very young, but it is not for that reason the less
vigorous, or behind any other in its work for
the Church and for her children. The same
fact reveals the reason why so many sections
or provinces are keeping their Jubilee about
the same time, for when Don Bosco had trained
his subjects, he sent them in various direc-
tions as Providence called, to reproduce his
work in other lands. We may imagine it to be
a repetition of the case of St. Ignatius sending
liis priests of the Society into the various coun-
tries of Europe, to America, to India and the
East; and those doubtless who received their
commission directly from him thought them-
selves more favoured than later arrivals. So too
in our own case. “Happy you to be so near the
fountain-head,” said a member of an ancient
religious order to one of Don Bosco’s followers,
and if activity and vitality have been truly said
to be marks of the Salesian Society, doubtless
this nearness to the fountain-head has some-
thing to do with it.

To apply this to our own case; it would be im-
possible to give an adequate idea of what is so
briefly summed up in the words: The first twen-
ty-five years of our Work in England. The
beginning of a work is not at all the same thing
as carrying it on when all the elements have
been brought together, and combined in such

a manner as to make them productive. The
early and tentative efforts are slow in results;
the best must be made of what the moment
supplies to hand, and thus the first years of a
well-established organisation are often, if not
always, marked by greater anxiety, and less
substantial returns than are afterwards ex-
pected if not always realised.

During the year 1912 we frequently referred
in these columns to the various forms of acti-
vity which have engaged the energies of the Sa-
lesians during the period now closed. We shall
not refer to them here directly, for the plain
reason that the preacher in the evening of the
Jubilee celebrations grave a résumé of the work
done, and we shall print that account in extenso.
It was announced that the festivities for Nov.
the 24th would be presided over by His Emi-
nence the Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster,
but all the world knows that he was detained at
Rome longer than was at first thought probable,
for he had carefully noted our Jubilee day in his
book of engagements. But his non-appearance
on that occasion, though it meant, great disap-
pointment for the time, will be more than made
up for, because his visit is by no means aban-
doned, but only postponed.

The Catholic Press of Nov. 29th gave generous
space to their notice of our Jubilee celebrations,
and as it is human on such occasions to take a
partisan view, we shall give the account of the
Catholic Times foi that date.

“Twenty-five years have passed away since
the Salesian Fathers commenced their work at
Battersea, and last Sunday the Silver Jubilee
of the Mission was solemnly celebrated. A quait-
er of a century ago the first Salesian Fathers
arrived to take charge of the West Battersea
parish, being welcomed by the Rev. Francis
Bourne, now Cardinal Archbishop of Westmin-
ster. These twenty-five }rears have witnessed
important changes in the Catholic life of West
Battersea. The old iron Church has given place
to the present stately edifice opened in 1893,
the elementar}” schools at various periods have
been enlarged, improved and brought thoroughly
up-to date, while the Salesian School has grown
from practically nothing to the existing impo-
sing buildings in Surrey Lane where nearly
two hundred boys receive a secondary education.

All this has been accomplished quietly, tho-
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roughly, and at the cost of no little self-sacrifice
on the part of the Very Rev. C. 13. Macey and
those privileged to serve under him.

By a happy co-incidence a Catholic Mayor
was elected for the Borough of Battersea a few
days previously, and was enabled to take part
in the jubilee festivities at the Church of the Sa-
cred Heart. A large gathering assembled at the
High Mass. At ten o'clock, the Mayor with
whom were the Town Clerk and many Council-
lors walked in procession to the Church.

H. E.
Bishop Amigo had arranged to be present du-
ring the day, but were prevented by their con-
tinued stay in Rome. The Very Fr. Provincial
was the celebrant, and he was assisted by the
Superior, the Very Rev. C. B. Marcey as Dea-
con, and Father Jones as Sub-deacon. The
choii rendered the music effectively under the
conductorship of Father Rabagliati, Fr. Couche
being at the Organ.

Father Kelly, who preached in the morning,
regretted the absence of the Cardinal and of
His Lordship the Bishop, who were, he said,
detained in Rome on impoitant business. To
the Mayor and to the officers of the Council he
tendered hearty thanks for adding by their pres-
ence to the solemn dignity of the silver Jubilee
celebrations. Twenty five years ago, the first
two Salesian priests, members of the religious
Congregation founded by the Venerable Don
Bosco at Turin — whose special work was to be
education — arrived in Battersea, and for every
one of the years since that time it could be
claimed with justice that something has been
tempted and something done.

Those who had witnessed the progress of the
work would agree that there was every reason
to make use of the words of the Psalmist; “This
is the day which the Lord has made ; let us be
glad and rejoice init.” In all their work there
was an unmistakable sign of the finger of God."

In the evening there was another crowded
congregation, and after Solemn Vespers, the
Rev. Fr. Cressey S.C. gave the discourse deal-
ing in particular with the period just termi-
nated. Preaching from the words: The finger of
God is here, he said: No proverb is so often ve-
rified as the one which says: ‘He who sows in
sorrow, reaps injoy', and particularly is that the
case in the affairs of God. Sorrow and trials,
disappointment and opposition seem to be cha-
racteristic, at least in the beginning, of the
works done for God. The Devil seems to scent
danger, and he therefore declares war against
those who would do God’s work, and the result
is trouble, anxiety, misrepresentation and the
like. But no matter how great his efforts, no

BULLETIN

matter how insuperable the obstacles he brings
forward, he cannot prevent the ultimate success,
the reaping, in joy, for the “Finger of God is
here.”

How true is this in the case of the Christian
Church. What more powerful opposition could
have been raised, what severer trials imposed,
what deeper sorrows could have been inflicted
upon the infant Church! Compelled to hide her
head in the Catacombs for a period of three
hundred years, subject to persecution after

Cardinal Bourne and His Lordship persecution, with very brief intervals of respite;

her children tortured, burnt, sent to their death
in a thousand different ways. With few ex-
ceptions, her Popes down to the time of Constan-
tine were crowned with martyrdom. Never-
theless the Church comes forth the stronger for
her sufferings, purified by her trials, victorious
over her ancient foe.

Often in the history of the Church the same
story has been repeated on a different scale.
Wherever the woik of God is to be accomplished,
whenever God raises up some particular Servant
of His to carry out His designs, the opening
path is beset with thorns, and thickets prevent
any onward progress. But God does not fail
His Servants; the necessary assistance is forth-
coming, and success follows at length. So was
it with St. Teresa, St. Bernard, St. Francis.
They experienced great trials in the accom-
plishment of their vocation. Yet in spite of op-
position, in spite of difficulties, in spite of disap-
pointment, and even dangers, the work gra-
dually prospered, because they were the instru-
ments to God’'s Hand. The same process was
gone through in the beginning of our own Con-
gregation. Consider for a moment the Ven.
Don Bosco at his work among the boys of Turin.
His first attempts were a series of sore disap-
pointments, and culminated in his not having
a roof to cover them or a place in which even
to gather them together. But gradually the
scene was changed; and as was the experience
of their Venerable Founder, so irr some degree
was that of the first band which came to Eng-
land twenty-five years ago. Sent by his Ho-
liness the Pope to establish their Congregation
in England, they found themselves alone in a
land where they were strangers— with scarcely
a friend. But they came to do their master’s
work — to take part in the great religious revi-
val in the land of their forefathers, and this
thought gave them courage.

Need I tell you of all th edifficulties they had
to overcome, of the hardships they had to endure
during their early ytars. They found nothing
here but a dilapidated iron building, insuf-
ficient in every respectand in a very unsatisfac-
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toiy condition. After some time in lodgings,
their first permanent dwelling was in Orbel
Street, the ]>lace destined to be the cradle of the
Salesian work in England.

Realising how necessary it is for a parish to
have an efficient school, the elementary schools
were extended and reorganised. And now it
was that having already done much foi the Mis-
sion, attention was turned to the development
of the House. Visions of »Salesian Colleges and
Schools abroad rose up before their minds.
The desire to do something of the same nature
in England urged them on, and so in very con-

J

all associations must be severed in the call to
the apostleship of the far-off missions.
Passing to other works, it has been said, and
with a great deal of truth, that it takes a priest
a life-time to build a Church, and considering
the difficulties and debts that many a priest has
to face, we can readily acquiesce in the senti-
ment. And yet during this period five Churches
have been erected. The beautiful edifice in
which we are assembled, and which is one of
the few consecrated Churches which London
can claim, was completed and opened in Octo-
ber 1S93. Nine years later the Church at Farn-

OSWiQCiM — General plan of the house.

fined premises the Salesian School was started.
Surely a humble beginning, but one that was
destined to become a great work.

A section of this scholastic work was the
Apostolic School — in which ecclesiastical vo-
cations were trained, and from which many,
prompted by that command of Our Blessed
Lord: “Go ye and teach all nations”, have gone
forth on the work of evangelisation. On the
burning plains of India, on the dreary pampas
of Patagonia, in the far South, .in Egypt, the
Falkland Islands all these have become the fields
of labour of many a one that was trained at
Battersea. The motto of the order has been
realised in them: Da mihi animas caetera lolle:
Give me souls and take all the rest. Father,
mother, relations, all who are so dear to them,

borough was opened. Then in 1905 ermo the
Church of St. Mary Magdalene, East Hill,
whose beautiful interior is much admired. Again
at Chertsey a Church has been provided, and
also at the Polish Mission in the East End cf
London. Anel while enumerating church's,
mention should be made of the new College t ha-
pel, dedicated to Our Patroness the Help of
Christians which is the chief memorial of the Ju-
bilee Year. This is certainly a great record and
one which Was hardly foreseen in the early years.

However at the risk of tiring you, | must pro-
cede to enumerate other works and extensions.
The number of boys that now applied for ad-
mission to the School increased year by year.
Nothing more could he done in the confined space
at the disposal of the Fathers, and it was almost
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miraculous that the site of the present school
was obtained in 1895. Here then was room for
expansion. Here was the means for realising
the hopes entertained eight years previously.
In 1898, the first new wing was added to the
existing Surrey House, and a corresponding,
but larger one was built in 1902. This same
year saw the advent of the Daughters of Mary
Help of Christians, and the school had now as-
sumed such proportions that their presence
was required to fulfil many long-felt needs.
Self-sacrificing and unassuming, they have ac-
complished a great work, for the real work
that counts is always without obtrusion, with-
out advertisement. And God has blessed them
too. They have a Novitiate and School at
Chertsey, and have been established at Farn-
borough, and have sent Sisters to America.

And yet while the House at Battersea was
going on with its own extensions as the need
arose, it was sending out its offshoots. A
contingent from Battersea opened the School
at Cape Town; others were opened at Farn-
borough, East Hill, Chertsey, a Novitiate and
Church at Burwash, the mission in East London;
all these look to Battersea as their Alma Mater
and to its Director as their guide and friend.

BULLETIN

As we look back and see what has been done in
a comparatively short time, when we take time
to consider this evolution, this changc. it is a
natural question to put to ourselves: How has
all this been done? What means have been so
effective? And the answer comes in the words
of the text. The finger of God is here. The
work was placed under the protf-ction of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, by the dedication of
this Church, the first important work, and the
Sacred Heart has had particular care of it.
It has placed its blessing and seal 01l the
labours of those who worked for it and brought
them to realisation...... The thought that is
uppermost in our minds therefore to-night is
that of thanksgiving for the favours of the
past, of prayer and hope for the future. Re-
lying on the goodness of Divine Providence
which has never failed us, let us look forward
with confidence, and continue to strive to co-o-
perate in the salvation of souls.

*
* *

During the Benediction a solemn Te Deum was
sung, and the blessing of the ”~iost Holy Sacra-
ment closed a day, made memorable by the com-
bined achievements of a quarter of a century

Modern P”eligiou5 Instruction.

In the January issue of two years ago appeared
an obituary notice of one of the long-standing
chiefs of our society; one who wan a tower of
strength by the influence he wielded with all classes,
and who was the more missed and grieved-jor when
his loss occurred. Fr. Bertello, the Economer-
General of the Society was, a man of distinguished
parts, talented in the important undertakings in
connection with our technical Schools, and gifted
with literary powers of a high order. The follow-
ing paper, left by him in the hands of a friend,
deals with the first work to which Don Bosco set his
hand, that of the Festive Oratories — a work whose
utility and necessity has made it the most successful
of all the works of the Ven. Servant of God.

In the narrative here reproduced, Fr. Bertello
is dealing primarily with the existing state of
things in his own country, but is not the question
of the Catholic youth a difficult, and all important
one in every country? The writer says:

Let us provide for the Faith of the young!
They constitute the hope of the Church and of
of the State in general, and the whole world
runs the risk of becoming barbarian again, or at

least Pagan, because the young are growing up
in ignorance of Christian maxims, out of the
Church and even hostile to it. This is a truth
to give us food for reflexion, one we must ac-
count for, and see if a remedy can be put to it.

The clearest proofs of the fact exist. | do
not speak now of the young men and boys of the
very poor; their thoughts are constantly engag-
ed in providing for their necessaries of life
and some few mateiial pleasures, and, envelop-
ed as it were in a dense and heavy atmosphere,
they do not see the sky or catch the rays cf
the sun. Consider rather the boys of sixteen
or eighteen, who frequent the higher Schools
and technical institutes. They are clever and
even of the best dispositions. They are learn-
ing languages, mathematics and history; but
guestion them about religion. Jesus Christ,
they say, was a great man to be placed along
with Buddha, Confucius and Zoroaster, if they
do not make him to be an impostor to be classed
with Mahomet. Christianity they treat as a
superstition, not unlike so many others that have
infested the human race; the Papacy is the can-
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ker-worm of Italy. Thus they give their opi-
nions, because thus it is taught them in their
text-books, and from the masters' chairs.
Butif their infidelity has not yet reached this
stage, they are nevertheless quite ignorant in
matters of religion. And as they do not know
the maxims and teaching of Religion,they cannot
be expected to fulfil its requirements ;
and although baptised with the sign of
Jesus Christ, they live far removed fiom
him, from the Sacraments and from every
spiritual influence.
And that conies about very naturally;
F ides ex auditu, auditus autem fer verbum
Christi. Faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of Christ. But where
can these unfortunate youths hear the
word or teaching of Jesus Christ? In the
School peihaps? Religious instruction
is banished from the School, although it
is allowed to mock and blaspheme God
and Religion. Perhaps in their homes?
Alas, too few is the number of homes
where there is a deep Christian spirit, to
be able to form the soul and spiritual life
of the growing generations. And what
of the Church? But who is to take them
there, when they much prefer some noisy
game or loose amusement. And if they
do go to Chuich will they find the instruc-
tion they need, and the attention their
case demands?
A great noise is made in public meet-
ings and in the papers about religious in

struction in the Schools; and that is a
good sign. It is a light guaranteed by
the laws, but when shall we get it res-

pected in any practical way ?

Leaving aside the lying and calumnious
pretexts about the antagonism between
Religion «and Patriotism, pretexts, on
account of which the time appears to be far
distantwhen those responsible will actually
do something to insist upon Religious
Instruction in the Schools, could the Schools
give the instruction which we demand?

Who shall teach religion in the Schools?
Some say: the masters. But can there be found
many masters nowadays, who have the know-
ledge of and respect for religion, so that they
could, with exactness of doctrine, with efficacy
and conviction and. example impress upon
young minds not only the knowledge, but the
reverence and love due to religion?

Putting aside every other consideration, let
us see whence come these masters, to whom
good Christian parents are to confide their dear-
est treasures, that is to say the souls of their

children. Henceforward in this country (i),
with all its lavish boasting of liberty, masters
cannot be recognised except by passing through
the so-called Normal Schools, or through the
University. But there is no teaching of religion
in these schools or universities, no syllabus drawn
up of what the »Statute calls the State Religion.

More than tliat. Is the teaching imparted in
these Schools either by the Professors or by the
text-books, catholic or Christian? And if the
schools are rationalist, antichristian and impious
is it to be expected that masters will com? forth
trained in religious principles and knowledge,
imbued with their maxims, and prepared to form
the characters of catholic youth?

Others, again, say that the religious instruc-
tion should be given in the School, but by the
priest. Would to God that in every place
the school might be open to the priest, an object

(i) Holy is referred to.
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by no means easy of attainment; but notice the
reason why the less hostile are disposed to admit
the priest into the school.

The reason is (and it is openly maintained)
that the so-called liberty of conscience of the
misters might be respected; which is equal to
saying, that they must always be free to blas-
pheme, to boast their irréligion, to teach atheism
or Darwinism, or to calumniate the Church and
her teachings, and on the other hand to applaud
the wicked and their deeds; and in such an at-
mosphere and such surroundings what is to be-
come of the priests instruction and influence?

We should indeed raise up our voice against
it; we should agitate to have the schools put on a
proper religious footing; we should prevent the
the higher schools from disseminating blasphe-
my and impiety, but it is a vain illusion to hope
th it at present the schools can raise up a Chri-
stian generation.

Elsewhere must be sought the means of sa-
ving the Catholic youth, for if we still talk of
continuing our old methods, and do not set to
woik to provide more suitable and successful
means we shall be repeating history, for while
the interests of Rome were being discussed
Saguntum was being captured.

In a short time not only will the teachers not
be Catholic, for every means is being taken
to pervert them, so that they may in turn per-
vert others, but the fathers and mothers of fa-
milies will not be catholics, and it will become ne-
cessary to convert society from its foundations.

God Himself, who raises up men for the hour
and the need, when our unpropitious age was
approaching inspired His faithful Servant Don
Bosco with idea of the Festive Oratories. It is
awork of lowly appearance, but of sure efficacy in
obtaining its end, to train the young to religion-
and to good lives.

The Festive Oratory is founded on a very
human principle, and one that is supposed to
be characteristic of our times: miscere utile
dulci: to unite the good and the enjoyable, or
to mix amusement with instruction: in other
words to bring about the effect that the young
shall not be taken to the Church by force nor
by authority, and that instead of being kept
away from it by a hundred means, they shall
flock to it of their own accord.

A play ground where the young can have
their games; where they can go in forgymnastics
and drill and other diversions suitable for
their age; some occasional reward; a hall for
stage-plays and recitations, and the young will
flock to it from all quarters. The priest or the
lay-nnn miy gather them round him, may
join in their games, at the same timi encoura-
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ging them to good, and forestalling any chance
of evil.

At a given signal, the games are suspended,
the flock divides up and proceeds in order to
the Chapel or Church where instructions are giv-
en according to the various capacities, there is
some singing, some prayers and Benediction,
and then the gam-rs are resumed. At suitable
tim’S the Oratory has its l'east-days and the
boys are prepared for the Sacraments, which
they approach very willingly and are moved
by good example. The Oratory, by degrees,
becomes the boy’s second home; his thoughts
turn naturally to it, he speaks of it to others
and he looks forward to the Sunday and its
pious though agreeable practices.

Amid these simple pleasures he learns the
chief doctrines of his faith, he forms the habit of
the practice of Christian duties, he respects the
priesthood and sacred things and learns how
to conduct himself with regard to others.

At the Oratory, too, some privileged souls
obtain the grace of a vocation, ecclesiastical or
religious, which miv mature later on in the Se-
minary or in the cloister. The Oratory again
is a centre of circulating Catholic libraries, for
advanced classes in religious matters, for social
conferences, according to particular needs.

The Oratory, in short becomes a centre of ca-
tholic life, called for by the times, without
which in many places all sentiment of religion
and morality would vanish.

I will finish by a word from an authority on
the point, and by relating one fact. "He who
wishes to regeirerate a town or district, Don
Bosco used to say, should ccmmence by opeln-
ing a good Festive Oratory. By that you will
get the boys, educating them to piety and good
morals, and by means of the children you will
get the parents, and the way is opened for the
influence of Religion to penetrate the entire fa-
mily.”

The fact is this: In a large suburb of Buenos
Aires, impiety and irréligion had reached such
a pitch, that it was by no means safe for a priest
to enter the neighbourhood. The Salesian
priest who first attempted it, was openly in-
sulted and ill-treated. The Festive Oratory
was established; once the diffidence of the boys
was overcome, and the novelty of the thing
became known, the attendance rapidly increased.

After three years, the Archbishop, Mgr.
Aneyros, was able to go in triumph through
those very streets, amid the enthusiastic wel-
come of the children, and the respectful saluta-
tions of the adults.

The Festive Oratory had
whole district.

regenerated the



Elsewhere in this issue we
have given at some length
the account of the celebrations in the Church
of the Sacred Heart, in connection with the Ju-
bilee of the Salesian work. This year will be
the first of the new series, and we hope it will
usher in a period of prosperity. With regard
to the Salesian School we have but to record,
that the term winch closed at Christmas was
one of unbroken scholastic work. If the Ju-
bilee Celebrations had all been kept in Novem-
ber, there would have been a short break, but
it will be remembered that the School’s share in
these festivities was done during the visit of
the Superior General in the early part of the
year. However a grand musical play had been
prepared, and it would have constituted one
of the chief items for the Jubilee in November,
had not His Eminence the Cardinal been de-
tained abroad. However it was only postponed
a week or two, and was given on the Monday
after the Feast of the Immaculate Conception,
and as a part of the celebration of that festival.
It was declared a great success and achieved
popularity immediately, and deservedly so.
The play was repeated on the following Monday
before a large audience of the friends and
parents of the students, and many of the Clergy
of the neighbourhood.

Just before the closing of the teim the exa-
minations were given, and there was a distri-
bution of the certificates to those who were suc-
cessful at the Oxford Local examinations.
Early this month classes will be resumed and
scholastic work will be in full swing. During
the month of January, is held the annual Reu-
nion of the Members of the Old Boys’ Associa-
tion, and in connection with it there is the issue
of the School Magazine, which gives a record
of the life of the school, and the doings of the
past students, for the benefit of all who are in
touch with the Salesian School, whether as
past-students, present-pupils or friends.

London.

&

A very interesting magazine
or annual report has been
sent to us from Our Institute of Arts and Tra-

eape Town.

des at Cape Town, and although not very bulky,
the edition is a very creditable specimen of
the output of the Printing Department of the
School. The news of the Institute is given as
follows: Our Benefactors, and Past Pupils
will doubtless welcome some signs of life, eman-
ating from the fine building, which Divine Pro-
vidence, by means of the generous charity of
many friends and Co-operators, has at last en-
abled the Salesians to build in Somerset Road.
It is the Promised Land to us in more senses
than one. The views obtainable from the upper
storeys are truly delightful. Table Mountain
with its wondrous and continual changes of
scene rears itself up in the back-ground: now it
is hidden behind angry storm clouds, now envel-
oped in a thin snowy veil, again bold and clearly
outlined under the azure heavens. In another
direction the city is seen sloping in picturesque
terraces from the mountain-base to the water’s
edge.

Outto sea there is a continual view of the wide-
sweeping, crescent bay, whose deep blue waters
merge on the far horizon, into the boundless
ocean. The sight of the Mail Steamer on
Tuesday morning quickens the desire to hear
from friends and benefactors in other countries.

The New House, we said, had been a Land
of Promise, and to make the simile more exact,
trials have been frequent. Our Past Pupils
are familiar with some of them and know how-
hard they were to surmount. There were first
of all the many obstacles to the obtaining of
the ground, but by the able assistance and in-
fluence of some Catholic Members of Parla-
ment, chiefly the Hon. A. Wilmot, these obsta-
cles were overcome, and the site secured. There
are however several problems to be solved, the
foremost being a debt of over £ 8000. But
Divine Providence will find some means of set-
tling them.

In March 1910, the work of laying the found-
ations was begun.

On Sunday afternoon of July 31st of the
same year, a distinguished gathering assembled,
among them being several Members of Parlia-
m nt. The Rev. S. A. Welch. D. D. made a
fine discourse and placed before the minds of
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his hearers, with great cogency, the many ad-
vantages to be derived from a school like ours,
where tiades are taught in all their branches.
His Lordship, the Most Rev. Dr. Rooney then
solemnly blessed and fixed the white marble
corner stone.

* %

The change from the old house in Buitenkant
Street took place in the last week of March
1911, and although the new Institute has only
been inhabited about a year, several events
have happened which will find a place in its
future history.

March 25th was the day Oll which the Build-
ing was formally opened by Mrs. Botha, who
was attended by a large gathering of benefactors
and friends among both clergy and laity. “May
God bless this house, and crown with success
the efforts of those who labour within its
walls ” Such were the concluding words of
Mrs. Botha’s good wishes. We trust that they
have been in part already realised, for the un-
dertakings and the work of the Institute have
been successful and many difficulties have been
overcome during the interval since elapsed.
On August 31st 1911 and the two following
days the grand Bazaar in aid of the Institute
was held. The Past-Pupils Band provided the
music.

On Sept 23rd of that year, His Lordship Dr.
Rooney was the guest of the School, for he was
keeping his Episcopal Silver Jubilee. To our
revered Pastor the good wishes are again re-
peated, and the earnest desire that he may
be spared Ad Mullos Annos. Their Lordships
Bishop Simon of Namaqualand, Bishop Gau-
ghren of Kimberley, and Mgr Kelly V. G. were
here on the same day.

In Nov. 1911, the Institute had as its guests
six Salesians, who were on their way to the
Belgian Congo. A school of trades has already
been begun at Katanga, and the Missionaries
aie now training several natives to become car-
penters, tailors or mechanics. There is also a
small class for white boys , and a night school
for adult Colonists.

# #

The technical departments show their effi-
ciency by the many awards they gained in va-
rious competitive Exhibitions. As far back
as 1905 the School obtained, at the Cape Town
International Exhibition, a Gold medal for
Shoemaking, the Government Prize for Cabinet-
ma.king, and a Diploma for bookbinding.

In 1910 at the International Salesian EXx-
hibition at Turin, the Cape Town school obtain-
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ed : First Class Honourable Mention for Print-
ing, Third Class Diploma for Tailoring, First
Class Honourable Mention for Shoe-making,
and Honour's Diploma for Scholastic Woik.

This Year’s feast of Our Lady Help of Christ-
ians was kept with more than usual celebra-
tion, and there was a fine meeting of past-pu-
pils, whose Dramatic Amateur Club gave a
clever entertainment in St. Pratrick’s Hall
for the amusement of the School. In connection
with the Past Pupils it may be mentioned that
they will have a good opportunity this year of
showing their loyalty to their old school. One
of the Salesians is going on a journey through
the country to spiead catholic literature, and
to promote the interests of the School. The
Kimberley Past Pupils have already accorded
him a hearty wclccme and aided his underta-
king. We hope he will be equally successful
in other towns.

One of the chief school events took place in
August and September. This was the annual
inspection of the Trade Departments, a report
of which will be issued later. The growth of
the School may be judged from the numbers
on the roll of late years. 111 1906, for example
there was an average during the year of 72.
This number has gradually increased until last
years the average was 94. Of the 217 boys who
have left only twenty three were not fully equip-
ped with a trade, as they had not been able to
complete their course of training. The certi-
ficates given to the boys on completing their
course are recognised by the Chamber of Com-
merce and the heads of firms throughout the
countiy.”

To this report we have but to add a word of
congratulation to all those who, after much en-
deavour and many a difficulty, now behold the
fruits of their labours. May the Institute have,
at the close of 1913, a record of a successful
and consoling year.

Malta. Apart from the W'ork of the
Salesian School of St. .Pa-
trick’s, great efforts are being made to reach all
classes of the boys in the Island, and this is
being done through the w'oik of the Sunday
or Festive Oratories. Speaking of one of these
Oratories the Malta says: On Sunday Nov.
10th when Strada Reale was full of people,
the martial notes of music and a long line of
boys drew the attention of the passers-by. Wa-
ving here and there in the ranks wjere six large
banners of various associations, and borne aloft
in front of all wlas the one named: Salesian Ora-
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tory, Sliema. (Malta). Yet this great company
of boys represented but a part of the numbers
that frequent the Oratory; for it had only the
two hundred most deserving, who were out for
their holiday as a reward.

The journey was commenced by a visit to the
Marquis Mattei, who had, at great expense, pro-
vided the new instruments for all the band,
which was playing for the first time in public on
this occasion. The boys then went Oll to the
steamer to reach Misida, and had the advan-
tage of their band to enliven the sail.

SANTIAGO (Chile) —

From Misida the festive band went to Stam-
run, near the Institute of the Little Sisters of
the Poor, where an arranged programme of
music was gone through for the benefit of the
inmates of the Institute. Here also the boys
had refreshments, and by this time many of the
Clergy, and their own Superiors, and many
promoters of the Oratory had joined the merry-
makers. After this the party was conveyed by
electric cars to Porte Reale, whence the boys
marched to the Palazzo Caraffa, where a cine-
matograph exhibition completed the days en-
tertainment. On their way back to the Oratory
the boys stopped at the house of Commenda-
tore A. M. Galea to give three cheers for the
f-r«!  Tx'iicfactor of the Salesian Oratory in
Aialta.
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One ot the principal feasts in
the Calendar of the Saints,
the 29th of January is of yet
greater significance to our Society and its Co-o-
perators. Even before the name of the Saint
was definitely attached to the Sons of Don
Bosco, the latter had made the occurrence of
the Feast a day for the meetings of his assistants
when they might consider the prospects of the

The of st

Francis or Saies,

Feast

New Year which had just begun . The Assem-
Meeting of Past- pupils.
bly gathered in his first Church, that of St.

Francis of Sales, to listen to the wonders al-
ready accomplished, and the yet greater things
that were to come. But all their work was to
be under the patronage of St. Francis of Saks,
the model who had, with marked success, com-
bined the gentleness of interior sweetness and
trust in God, with continual labours and great
achievements in His sendee.

Among St. Francis’ chief virtues is that of his
entire self-devotion to the Divine Will, and cer-
tain passages of his writings are unconscious
autobiography. Describing the progress of
love by the path of sacrifice, he says:

“The love of God, or conformity to the Divine
pleasure can be practised either by holy resig-
nation or holiest indifference. Resignation is
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practised by effort or submission. We would
like better to live than to die, but because God

pleases that we should die, we acquiesce. We
willingly would live were it His pleasure, and
even wish it were His pleasure. We die wil-
lingly but still moie willingly would live. Ré-

signaiion prefers God before other things, yet
loves many other things besides His Will. But
indifference is higher than resignation because
it loves nothing, except for love of the Divine
Will. What matters it to me then, whether the
Divine Will be offered to me in tribulation or in
consolation, since in either | will look only for
the Divine Will, and 1 shall discern it all the
more readily if, in the thing offered, there be no
beauty save that belonging to the most holy and
good pleasure of God? When | want only pure
water, what is it to me whether it be brought in
a golden or glass vessel? | shall drink nothing
but water from either ; and because glass lias
no colour but that the water gives it, | like it the
better of the two, but only for this reason that
| see the water better in it.”

However he at once points out that tliis
subliine indifference to events does not prevent
energetic action where. it is a duty.” “While
God’s 'good pleasure is unknown to us,” St.
Francis continues, “all we can do is to attach
ourselves, with ali our strength, to His Will,
manifested or signified to us. But His pleasure
becoming apparent we must that very instant
fall into our place of loving obedience. My
mother or 1 may be ill in bed. How | know
whether it be the will of God that death shall
follow? | Certainly cannot know, but I can and
do know, that while | await the event ordain-
ed by His good pleasure, | ought, according to
His declared Will, to employ every remedy to
cure the sickness. But should it be His Good
Will that the sickness prove stronger than the
remedies, and it conquers by bringing death,
the very moment that event has certified me of
His good pleasure, | will lovingly acquiesce.”

No one knew the practice of these doctrines
better than St. Francis, and like him, true resig-
nation is certainly a characteristic of the
eventful career of Don Bosco. It is a lesson
we must all learn, and St. Francis regards it
as of prime importance to all that walk along
the path of sanctification.

Ifems in Brief.

At Oswiccim in Austria large extensions have
been made to the Salesian Institute,, already
so prosperous. The Prince Bishop of Cracow
performed the inaugurating ceremony, and the
new Schools have the sanction of the government
and the co-operation of the Civil Authorities
of the town.

At Santiago in Chile,where the Salesian School
has long been flourishing, there was recently
held a meeting of the Past students, who were
having a new banner blessed by His Lordship
the Bishop. The latter was the guest of the
School for the occasion.

*
L

For the first time, some Salesian Missionaries
embarked on their long sea-voyage from the
port of Trieste. Up to the piesent, Marseilles,
Barcelona, Havre, Bordeaux and Genoa had
been almost exclusively the places for embarka-
tion. The Salesian School in Trieste celebrat-
ed the occasion by an entertainment in hon-
our of the six missionaries who were destined
some for India, and some for China.

The Salesian School at Farnborough had
its distribution of Prizes half-way during the
last term, when His Lordships the Bishop of
Portsmouth, a foremost patron of the School,
presided at the festivities. He stayed for a
whole week-end, and gave many proofs of his
unfaltering support to the work of the Salesians.
The Superior, Fr. Sutherland S.C., issued a brief
report, containing the successes obtained at the
last examinations, which revealed a highly
prosperous state of things. Application should
I)e made at once for the few vacancies occurring
at the new term.
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Amongst the Bororos of Matto Grosso.

A VISIT TO THE COLONIES.

aM EXCURSION TO “RIO DftS MORTES”.

RECEPTIONS AND MARRIAGES.

Daniel the neophite. — Reformation of an
assassin — The return journey. — Fifty
new arrivals at Palmeiras. — Conclusion.

AT'ST’ he Rev. Father Provincial remained
- some time longer in the Colony to en-

courage our brethren in their daily
labours amongst the Indians with whom also
he conversed quite freely. Amongst others
he talked with Daniel our neophyte about 60
years old. Of lofty stature, with wrinkled fore-
head, but still robust and powerful, he may
be recognized by his slow and faltering steps
due to his failing sight.

Coming from the shores of Rio das Mortes
some years ago on account of the fever, he re-
mained here with his family. He was a widow-
er and the father of four boys: Arthur, recently
baptized and married; lgnatius, who died in
1909 at our Agiicultural School of St. Antony,
Coxipo da Ponte; Innocent already an ap-
prentice in the Professional Schools of Cuyaba
and a clever member of the band; and Martin,
a young lad, who recently made his First Com-
munion and whose futilie is most promising.

Here it is commonly said: Religion enters by
the mouth! and an example, amongst many
others, is that of Daniel who, coming to our
house, and frequently receiving there food for
himself and his children began to connect this
with religion. Having almost entiiely lost his
sight, he wished to live in our house with his
two younger sons, Innocent and Martin. He
goes to Holy Mass, to the prayers, the class,
the meals with the boys, and observes exactly
the same daily routine as they do.

The smaller boys sometimes go for a walk
and return at the appointed hour with grass for

the calves; there is then a pleasing scene, the
more lively ones jumping and shouting in the
path through the fields, and Daniel accompa-
nies them walking slowly, perhaps recalling to
mind the far off days of lois own childhood. If
they come to a rough place or a water-course
they call out — "Let us waitfor Daniel”. And
then they say to him: “Daniel come here, this
is a bad, slippery place,” — and they take his
hand and help him across.

After supper when they are enjoying the cool
evening air, the little ones gather round him.
— “Tell us a story”, they say.

— “Which? That of the jaguar and the ta-
pir?”

— “Yes, yes” they exclaim and in silence they
listen to the tale which naturally contains some
superstitious ideas, so that frequently when he
is asked for another, the good man replies:

— “Mine aie not good ones, those that weie
told us by Father John (the zealous Missionary
Fr. Balzola) about Jesus, and about Don Bosco;
those were very interesting,” and the ringing
of the bell puts an end to the conveisation.

Our confrére Fr. Antony Tonelli made use
of him for his collection of native songs and
legends, and for more than a year lie has led an
almost conventual life, desiring above all things
to hear about Jesus and Mary and our future
destiny. Sometimes during an intimate convei”a-
tion with the Missionary, he has been asked
if he wished to go to Heaven, and he replied:

— “The words and actions of the people do
not please me, it is Jesus whom 1| love!”

Some days before he received Baptism he went
timidly to the Director of the Colon}', asking:

— “Will Fr. Malan make me a Christian?”

— “Yes” was the reply and he went away full
of joy. And lie was baptized with the other
adults previously mentioned.

— “Now that you are a Christian, Daniel,
Boppe has gone away and Jesus is with you, is
it not so?” said the Provincial placing his hand
on his shoulder.

— “1 am a Christian, so | wish for a Jesus
like that” — pointing to the Crucifix worn by the
Missionary. The Provincial assured him that
when he came again he would not forget.



i8 SALESIAN

Another individual, of medium height, his
hair cut in the native fashion, with a curly
and suspicious look, working near the house,
seemed desirous of speaking to the Superior as
as he passed by. Observing this the Superior
gave him the opportunity.

This was a troublesome subject.

Having arrived with the first batch to settle
in the Colony, his savage and unbearable con-
duct had frequently given the poor Missionary
a bad quarter of an hour. Being at that time
the only one who lived with two women, he had
beeir discreetly admonished by Fr. Malan him-
self to mend his evil ways and live respectably,
now that he was with the Missionaries. He ap-
peared to be repentant, but after some months
he was worse than before, and this time he
threatened to Kkill the second woman, who
had recourse to the Missionaries and was by
them sent to the Sisters; then, as a last resource
but in order to preserve the necessary influence
over the Indians, notice was given to the Captain
that on account of his past and present conduct
this man was not be admitted to work along
with the others until further orders.

However, instead of mending his ways, he
spent his time hunting and when he did not find
any wild animals, he shot one of the cattle,
and having taken a portion of the meat, left
the rest for his friends who soon carried it off;
and meanwhile, by the Indian women who
went daily to the Sisters' house, he sent word
of his regrets, and false promises to his unhappy
companion, who at last yielded and returned
to him. But what was the result? During
the first week tilings went badly, and at the end
of the second a few inches of soil covered the
coipse of the woman.

What had happened? Having gone to the
chase in the morning, he returned at dusk, and
gave her a piece of beef :

— “How is this?” she said. “Others come
back with a tapir, a wild boar or a jaguar and
you bring only beef or veal?”

She had never spoken in this way to him!
Like a tiger he rushed at her, threw down the
infant in her arms, plunged his knife three
times into the unhappy woman, and fled. The
Missionary, having been called, hastened to
baptize her in articulo mortis, and after a few
hours she died.

The inhuman wretch, in despair, fled with
the other woman, wandering hither and thither
a prey to remorse. The Missionary, made a
solemn protest against such an act of barbarity,
and it was joined in by the Captains, who com-
municated it to the Indians, and they informed
the assassin when he came to the village by
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night to learn what the Father thought of him.

In the depths of the forest, a few leagues from
the Colony there is a hut. Here the Mission-
aries are in the habit of spending some days
with the little Indians to give them a diversion
such as their nature demands; near this place
the assassin had taken refuge, but fled on hear-
ing the deafening clamour on the arrival of the
joyous band, as he feared that some one was
on his track.

The missionary indeed, still had hopes of his re-
formation and only remained so firm in his atti-
tude so that the enormity of the crime might
be impressed upon all. After a year had elapsed
the Missionary had an interview with the mur-
derer at this hut, and as it promised well, he
ordered food to be taken there for the use of the
Indian.

A year later his only son was carried off by
death. He came therefore to the Colony for
the funeral ceremonies.

Two years of this punishment appeared suf-
ficient, but he was not yet admitted to work
with the others; this was allowed only after
another year, by way of amnesty on the occa-
sion of the Provincial’s visit and now we see
him desirous of speaking to the Visitor.

What did he want?

To make a promise of amendment and to ask
to be admitted into the number of the drivers
of the pack animals carrying goods from Cuyaba
to the Colony. He was given some hope of
obtaining his desire.

After the customary farewell Fr. Malan set
off for Sangradouro or the Colony of St. Joseph
where, on the Feast of the Assumption he inau-
gurated the Residence of the Daughters of
Mary Help of Christians who are beginning to
work in this new Mission field: for the first time
in this Colony amatrimonial union was legalized,
the contracting parties being Francis Ukeki-
gori and Rita Okeghebo; both are young and
having completed their course of religious in-
struction, a happy union is anticipated.

From here, after a few days riding, he arrived
at the new native Colony of Palmeiras. Three
months earlier he had found there two families
who rendered good service to the house and
now there were already fifty who had come to
take up their abode in the Colony. They were
not pleased, it is said, at the rumour that all
the Indians were to be gathered together at cer-
tain colonial centres under secular control; by
no means would they consent to this, and there-
fore they would not go to the city to receive
the gifts of the authorities not wishing to be
bound in any way; and they had come to Pal-
meiras to remain there to labour in the fields
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and earn clothing for themselves. On account
of the smallness of the staff we were unwilling
to admit them, but as God had sent them to us,
they were accepted under certain conditions,
to which the greater number spontaneously
agreed.

On the same day nine infants belonging to
these families were regenerated in the waters
of Baptism: and the few, who did not wish to
bind themselves, departed after a few days.

And now, I have come to the end of the

description. Before concluding it, | beg of you
in the name of the Superiors and confréies of
tli « Mission, to thank Oll our behalf our worthy
benefactors and all those who have at heart the
welfare of our mission. We know they have
great sympathy with us, and we beg of them
to show this sympathy by praying for the diffu-
sion of the Faith in these lands, hitherto plung-
ed in the shades of death.

Bless also this mission and at the same time

Your obedient son in Corde Jesu

Joseph M. Pessina.
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LAYING OF THE FIRST STONE
of the Church of Mary Help of Christians

at Cuyabad (Matto Grosso, Brazil).
On the pleasant hill side, near the Salesian
College, was laid the first Stone of the Sanctuary-
mentioned in a previous number.
The Archbishop Mgr. Charles d’Amour and

His Excellency Dr. Joachim Augustus Da Costa

Marquez, the President of the State, accom-
panied by all the authorities and a laige num-
ber of people, went in procession to the site of
the ceremony.

They were preceded by the many-coloured
banners of the boys of the Festive Oratory, the
boarders and externs of the Salesian Institute
of S. Gonzalo, the boys from the Agricultural
School of St. Antony of Coxipé da Ponte, and
lastly, by twenty-four Bororos also in uniform
who were the first workmen employed on the
new church. The Archbishop, vested pontifical-
ly, followed, attended by the Provincial Fr.
Malan and the Missionary Fr. Balzola, and as-
sisted by the Father Provincial of the Francis-
cans, the Rector of the Archiépiscopal Seminary;
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then came His Excellency the President of the
State with his wife, attended by Secretaries of
State, the President of the Tribunal, the Inten-
dant General of the Municipality, the Federal
Judge, the Procurator General of the State, the
Fiist Magistrate of the Capital, the Consul and
other illustrious personages.

The circumference of the future Sanctuary
was magnificently adorned with banners and
palm branches. On the site of the High Altar
a cross had been erected, in front of which was
the excavation for the foundation stone.

The ritual prayers being ended, the Director
of the College read the proces verbal of the cere-
mony, which was signed by all. the authorities,
and the Archbishop with the help of his assist-
ants and of two poweiful Bororos placed the
stone iu the excavation prepared for it.

At once an altar was raised ovei it, where Fr.
Malan celebrated Holy Mass, served by two
Indians, the Archbishop assisting pontifically.
The schola cantorum performed Perosi Tota
Pulchra and the Rev. Francis d’Aquino Correa,
briefly recalling the history of the devotion to
Our Blessed Lady in the State of Matto Glosso,
implored the blessing of God Ollthe new building.

At the moment of the elevation, whilst all
the flags were lowered and all present bowed
down before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament,
the band of the Salesian College intoned the Na-
tional Hymn in homage to the King of kings,
in whose hands rest the future of nations.

The length of the Church will be 120 feet by
52 feet in width. The work done in one month
by the twenty-four Bororos astonished all those
who took part in the ceremony.

A NEW CHAPEL.

At Punta Arenas — writes EI Amigo de la
jamiglia — a new chapel dedicated to the Im-
maculate Conception has been inaugurated. The
ceremony was performed by the Ecclesiastical
Superior who made a fervent appeal to the
faithful to appreciate the grandeur of the Ca-
tholic Church and to profit of the facilities af-
forded by the new chapel for the fulfilment of
their religious duties. High Mass followed sung
by the pupils of the College San José.

The new chapel is a fresh proof of the zeal
with which our confreres provide religious fa-
cilities in this populous city.

fl lilission of six ifiontijs in Patagonia.

On the ist of May last year Fr. Dominic Mi-
lanesio wrote to the Very Rev. Don Albera:
“My labours in these last six months have been
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specialty devoted to the benefit of the natives,
who are much more numerous than was gene-
rally supposed. The following summary will
show how much good might be done by visiting
t*:em more frequently. | visited about 2000
of them, and in my opinion, these are not a
tenth part of the number living in the Southern
Territory of the Argentine Republic. The 373
sermons or instructions (some in Spanish and
some in the Indian language), of half an hour
or an hour each, show clearly how much labour
and toil must still be undergone to bring them,
by the grace of God, under the sweet yoke of
the Faith. The summary represents three
distinct expeditions and each includes several
Missions given at different places.

The total results were: Baptisms 2000 —
Confirmations 426 — Confessions 504 — Com-
munions 532 — Marriages 19 — Instructions
373 — Distance travelled 1800 miles.

What the Missionaries are doing.

Sister Rosa Veneroni, directress of the House
of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians at
Port Stanley in the Falkland Islands on the
31st of July last gave the Very Rev. Don Albera
the following particulars:

Wrecks in the neighbourhood of the Falkland
Islands are of frequent occurrence. Sometimes
there are three or four in succession at a time
and amongst the numbers that perish there are
some of our compatriots.

Some yeais ago a vessel of Castellamare, La
Dora was wrecked, and was saved by a mi-
racle, one may say, due to the piety of the.crew.
Having lost all hope of life they all invoked
the Star Oj the Sea and seemed to be instantly
transported from Cabo de Hornos to this shore,
safe and sound (except one); here they remained
ten months for the repairs of their vessel. They
were all good Catholics, who du ing their stay at
Port Stanley, landed every Sunday to attend
the services in our Chapel and when they spoke
of the prodigy wrought by the Blessed Virgin in
their favour their eyes filled with tears, so great
was their heartfelt gratetude. Many approached
the Holy Sacraments and had several Masses said.

Divine Providence did not abandon them
amid the English settlers of this island — the
poor creatures could not have made themselves
understood, but the Salesian priest Fr. Migone
who knows both Italian and English and de-
votes himself to the care of the needy, becam?
their interpreter with the civil and maritime
authorities, and assisted them from the first
day of their landing on these shores until the
day of their depaiture.
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Now another accident has occurred. An
English vessel the Criccietli Castle, returning
from Peru, was wrecked and had to be aban-
doned with a loss of £ 70,000 worth of guano.

The crew, 22 in number, and the wife and son
of the captain, got into two boats, seven in the
smaller and seventeen in the larger. They
intended to attach the small boat to the large
one and then make their way to these shores,
but they were overtaken by the darkness and
lost sight of each other. The small boat with
seven sailors was lost and the larger had a ter-
rible struggle against the winds and waves. The
poor creatures suffered from hunger, thirst,
cold and the stormy waves which every mo-
ment threatened to swallow them up. Several
swooned from fear and weakness and did not
regain their senses. Three died the same day
and others after some days of unspeakable
sufferings. After eight days of agony only
nine reached the land, in a miserable condition
more dead than alive, with nose, ears and hands
frost-bitten. They were carried to the hospital,
where every thing possible was done to revive
them, for they appeared almost Ilifeless.
Amongst those who survived was a young man
from Ancona, who was returning to his native
land to join the army, wishing to go to the war
and fight for his country.

This poor fellow had his feet frost bitten!
He suffered a great deal and the doctors of Stan-
ley declared that his fat must be amputated.

The youth could not resign himself to this,
but now he wishes it to be done speedily, be-
cause he suffers atrociously and fears to lose
his legs also. You can imagine his distress
seeing himself in such a state, far from his fa-
mily, and in the midst of strangers who cannot
understand his speech.

I need not say that Fr. Migone spares no
pains in his efforts to comfort the poor youth
and the other sufferers...

From the diary of a Leper.

The Messenger of the S. Heart of Jesus, pub-
lished in Bogota, in its issue of last June, gives
the diary of a leper woman of Agua de Dios,
from which we have copied the following lines:

" I cannot restrain my tears. Oh marvel-
lous charity! Lately, with one of my old com-
panions | visited a dying man who was living
alone in a solitary spot, | do not think he will
be alive tomorrow. He told me as a secret, a
marvel of charity. One of the Salesians, du-
ring nine years, without missing a single day,
had gone to his poor hut, to dress his wounds,
to make his bed and clean the room. The in-
valid told me besides, that this priest had the
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patience of a saint and that he had rendered
him the most lowly services like a common ser-
vant: many times he had forbidden him to
speak of such things, but he did not wish to die
without relating them to some one. — And |
think I am justified in writing this to the greater
glory of God and of the Salesian Society.

“If this account is seen by others, my readers
may learn that there are here imitators of St.
Peter Claver; and the world may know who are
these Salesians... Oh if people only knew their
abnegation, their tenderness for the lepers!....”

We do not know who this confrére is:
we ourselves could write a great deal in praise
of all the rest who are devoting themselves to
the care of the lepers.

which may be gained by Hie Co-operators.

The following plenary indulgences may be
gained by all the Co-operators who, having con-
fessed and communicated shall make s visit
to a Church, or Public Chapel, or in the case
of communities a private chapel, and pray
for the intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff,

tvery month.

1. On any one particular day at the choice
of the Associate.

2. On the day when members shall
the exercise for a happy death.

3. Whenever the Co-operators shall say five
tunes the Our Father. Hail Mary and Glory be to
the Father for the welfare of Christendom, and
once the same prayers for the intentions of the
Holy Father, they may gain the Indulgences oi
the Stations in Rome, of the Portiuncula, of
Jerusalem and of St. James of Compostelia;
these indulgences, moreover, areali applicableto
the Holy Souls in Purgatory, and can be gained by
the Co-operators asoften as the prayers are said.

make

From January 15th to February 15th.

1. St. Peter’s Chair at Rome Jan. ist.

2. The Holy Name of Jesus Jan, 20th.

3. The Espousals of Our Lady Jan. 23rd.
4. The Conversion of St. Paul Jan. 25th.
5. St. Francis of Sales, Jan. 29th

6

The Purification of Our Lady, Febr. 2nd.

It must be borne in mind that the present
Holy Father has re-enjoined the daily recital of
the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory be to the
Father for the intentions of the Sovereign Pon-
tiff, and also the invocation St. Francis of Sales,
pray for us. These prayers are the only ones
enjoined ou the Salesian Co-operators at the time
fo their enrolment in the Third'Order.
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DEVOTION

to Qur Lady Help of Christians

We nrc persuaded, (hat no aid but that of Heaven can avail us in the sor-

rowful vicissitudes ef our day, and that especially through the intercession of Her

who in every age has proved Herself the Help of Christians

With every new year, the devotion to Our
Lady Help of Christians becomes more widely
spread, and more abundant in rewards for its
devotees. there

are given every month in .these pages authentic

In eight different languages
records of favours received, and in some issue
there are over a hundred recorded every month.
Yet even this prodigious number only repre-
sents a fraction of the innumerable favours,
both spiritual and temporal, so liberally bestow-
ed by the Queen of Heaven, as she dispenses
the never-ending bounties of her Divine Son.
Let no one, says St. Bernard, lose confidence.
How many after long waiting have been suc-
coured at last, while others are favoured with
almost immediate response. We cannot guess
We know that faith
much to do with our

at the secrets beyond us.
confidence have
but the Mother of God will
allow for our weakness in this regard, and give

and
prayers’ success,

us either the favour we ask or the gift of resigna-
tion.

During this year we would recommend the
Co-operators to adopt the practice of making
the 24th of every month a day of devotion to
Our Lady Help of Christians, as a permanent re-
membrance of the great things which have been
accomplished on that day, and as an occasion
suitable for obtaining graces more readily.

*
* *

In confirmation of the above recommenda-
tions, we come .this month to that part of Don

PIUS PP. X.

Bosco's narrative which deals with the provid-
ing of the means for the Sanctuary of Our Lady
Help of Christians, and which is very closely
connected with many of the most extraordinary
occurrences life. Those, he
says, who have heard of this Sanctuary, desire

in his wonderful

to know where the large sums expended Ol1 it
I find it very difficult to
answer that question to myself, and therefore

were gathered from.
still more difficult to reply to others. | may say
that several well-wishers had raised my hopes
in the commencement; but when it came to
the practice they were not prepared to assist.
Some wealthy citizens, convinced of the need
of the new Church, made promises of substan-
tial aid, but subsequently determined that they
could not do so. Others again had promised
help, but they first of all desired to see the move-
ment placed on what they considered a surer
basis, and to see the work actually in progress.

With the offerings from the Holy Father and
from a certain pious person it was possible to
but
nothing more; so that when arrangements were

acquire the land for building purposes,
made for commencing the actual operations |
had not a penny to spend upon them. Now
we were in this position; it seemed clear, on the
that the Church was needed,
would be for the greater glory of God, and yet

on the other was the absolute lack of means.

one hand, and

Then it became clear that the Queen of heaven
desired her truly devout clients to come for-

ward, and Mary Help of Christians herself
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would show that as it was her work, she would
provide for its building: Aedificavit sibi domum
Maria.

Accordingly | shall undertake to narrate the
events as they happened, giving the exact truth
conscientiously, and the Reader must not be
surprised if he finds that some part is scarcely
credible. The excavations were being made
and the fortnight was wearing on, at the end of
which the first instalment was due for the pay-
ment of the wages, and there were absolutely

no funds whatever. However a most unexpect-
Just

at that time | was called, apparently in the or-

ed source of supply opened out of itself.

dinary way, to take the last Sacraments to a
dying person. | found that she had been prac-

tically unable to move for three months
and was extremely low from fever and from
"I it possible,”

said to me, “that | should regain just a little of

internal disease. were she
my health, | should be ready to make any re-

turn, any sacrifice; it would be the greatest
sure to me, if | could only get up from my bed.
plea-

— And what do you intend to do? | asked.

— Whatever you tell me.

— Then make a Novena to Our Lady Help
of Christians.

— And what do you mean by that?

— That for nine days you should recite three
Our Fathers, three Hail Marys and three Glory
be to the Father in honour of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and three times the Hail Holy Queen to
the Blessed Virgin.

— That | will do readily; and what work of
charity shall 1 do?

— If you think well, and if you obtain a real

improvement of health, you should make an
offering for the Church of Our Lady Help of Chri-
stians, which is just commenced at Valdocco.

— Yes willingly. If during this Novena
shall be enabled only to get up from my bed and
walk about the room I will make an offering for
the Church of which you speak, in honour of
Our Lady Help of Christians.

The Novena was commenced, and its last day
had already come; | had to pay no less than a
thousand francs that evening to the workmen.
| set out therefore to visit the sick lady, in whose
restoration to health all my resources lay, and
not without anxiety and agitation | ring the

bell at her house. The maid opened the door.



24 SALESIAN
and joyfully told me that her mistress was per-
fectly cured, had already been out twice and
had gone to church to offer her thanks to God.

While the maid was all excitement, telling
me this, the lady herself came up and saluted
me with great joy; “1 am cured, | have been to
thank Our Lady; come | have put something
by ready for you; it is my first offering, but it
will not be my last. | took the packet and came
There | counted the money and found
the exact thousand francs that | needed.

This fact, the first of its kind, | kept a jealous

home.

secret, yet it was spread abroad with the rapi-
dity of an electric current. Others and others
recommended themselves to the intercession
of Our Lady Help of Christians, they promised
an .offering and obtained their requests ; so
that were | to attempt to give a full account, an
The

most wonderful cures of all kinds were obtained,

immense volume would be required.

so that the means were supplied to bring the
erection of the Church to a successful termina-

tion.
*(To be continued).

GRACES and FAVOURS W
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London. — | beg to send my thanksgiving
for obtaining a very sorely needed spiritual fa-
vour, after prayers and promise of publication
in the Salesian Bulletin. | had prayed to Our
Lady Help of Christians and the Venerable Don
Bosco, and desire through the publication of the
favour that others may be led to pray to them
with confidence in all their needs.

Nov. 1912.

A. Co-operator.

Dublin. — In fulfilment of a promise made, |
beg to enclose a thank-offering and would ask
for publication of the favour.

Nov. 1912.

M.
(1) In regard to these favours it is not intended to

attribute to them any higher authority or belief, than
that arising; from certified human testimony.

PERMISSU SUPERIORUM. -
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Lymington (Hants). — | would ask you to
publish the favour granted me, after a promise
of a Mass of thanksgiving and of publication of
the favour if obtained.

Nov. 1912.

H. P.

Argentine. — Having received a special fa-
vour through the intercession of Our Lady Help
of Clnistians, | desire to fulfil my promised pub-
lication in the Bulletin and to send an offering
for a Mass in thanksgiving. With a very gra-
teful heart | now fulfil the promise made, and
beg for other favours much needed.

Nov. 1912.

B. K.

Trinidad. — | enclose a thank-offering for a
favour received after a Novena to Our Lady
Help of Christians and promise of publication.

Nov. 1912.

F. V.

Dublin.— 111 thanksgiving for favours grant-
ed | am sending an offering to the Sanctuary of
Our Lady Help of Christians according to a
promise made.

A grateful client.

The prayers of the Co-operators are asked ior
the following lately deceased members, to whose
souls may God, il His mercy, grant eternal rest.

Mr. Arigho, Dublin.

Mr. W. Fitzgibbon, Ballyforan, Ireland.

Mr. C. Coates, Bray, lIreland.

Mrs. Shortall, Ross, Ireland.

Mrs. Bridget McGill, Kilmuckridge, Ireland.

(ierent, UIUSEPPB CAMBINO — Turin, 1912

A.1.S. for the diffusion of the 'Goid Press’ — Corso Regina Margherita. 176.



History of the Ven. Don Bosco’s

EARLY APOSTOLATE.

The notice of readers is called to a volume recently issued by the Salesian
Press, Battersea, S. W. Although the Bulletin has now been circulated for
some sixteen years and has recorded the main events which have marked the
development of Don Bosco's work, there had been no really authoritative book
in English, which dealt in any complete way with the rise and growth of this
work on behalf of the young. The present volume while supplying this need
goes a good deal further, revealing many of the wonderful occurrences in the
life of the Servant of God and filling gaps which were unavoidable in previous lives.

A recent issue of the Month says: A large and handsomely bound volume
comes to us from the Salesian Press, Battersea: viz: The History oi Don Bosco’s
Early Apostolate- The life of the Venerable Founder is already familiar to
Catholic Readers in this country, but here we have an account written by a
friend and disciple, who himself lived with the holy man, and witnessed much
of what he relates. The story of the first twenty-five years of Don Bosco's
apostolate is told in much detail, but it will be read with absorbing interest.
The Archbishop of Westminster points out in the Preface the chief lessons of
the career of the Ven. Servant of God.

The book is bound in Red Cloth, lettered back and front in gilt,
with a Photo of the Ven. Don Bosco as a frontispiece.

Orders may be directed to the Manager. Salesian Press, Bat-
tersea, S. W.

Single copies, cloth covers, Four Shillings.

Single copies, paper covers, Three Shillings and Sixpence.



Im portari N otice

to the Co=operators of U. S. A.

W e earnestly invife the Salesian Go-operafor”™ of
U. S. A. who should wi™h to notify the change of their
rcNiderjcc, or should need further explanations and in-
formation concerning the Rules of the Association, to
communicate with

Very Rev. Rector of COLUMBUS INSTITUTE
RIWTRORDE n, .

or with

Very Rev. Rector of St. ANTHONY'S CHURCH
138 BEEC5 5TR, PfITERSOnN 11, .

Practical suggestions regarding the means by which
fostering and developing in the wvarious local centres
where large numbers of Co-operators are to be found,
the pious works prescribed by the Feules of the Associa-
tion, will be gladly given.

The urgently needed work of €cclesiasfical vocations
for which the Columbus Institute has been recently esta-
blished, is especially recommended to the particular
attention and generosity of our Co-operators.

If is greatly desired that by this means a r)ew
impetus will be éiven to the development agd active
participation of the Salesian Co-operators of the United
3fafes, and that the works of Don Bosco iq this country
will be known, esteemed, and aided more and more.

If will also serve fo strengthen the borjd of charity,
of prayer arjd of work, which oughl io unile ihe Co-
operalo”™ amongsi lhemselves, and also io lhe members
of lhe Salegar) Sociely, wilh whom Ilhey work for liie
~realer ~lory of Qod and 1Ilhe good of sociely al lar”e.
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Important Tiotice to IReacers.

s announced previously in ffie BuIIetin, fre fiufes of ffie
Jinsociaiion of $afesian (io-operafors, fogeflieif wiffi a sum-
mary of ffie Ir\dufger\ces aqd spi~iiuaf favours, aqd ap-

pendices, fiave 6een repainted and 6ound info a neaf volume, or
maquai

JT copy of ffiis and a dipfoma of meméeifsfiip is 6eing seni fo
alf ifcadeifs, If some o] fc dafes a/fl*ed ffieijefo are su6seguer\f
fo ffie dafe oj Receipt, ffiaf is ffie day or™ wfiicfi n\em6ei(8fiip wilf
commence, aqcf oi™ wfiicfi ffie pfenpry indulgence may 6e gained.

Those readers, who on receiving a copy and reading the instructions
and regulations, do not desire to be enrolled as members, should return

the two things, and their names will be cancelled. Those who retain
them will be definitively enrolled.

Explanations and information conceiving ffie rule wilf 6e found
in ffie manual, 6uf wilf 6e supplemented 6Y ffie Bulletin, jiny
mem6ei( is of course fijee fo wiffidijaw fi"s nair\e af any future fime
sfiould fie so wisfi.

If is "eaffy desired ffiaf 6y ~is means a r\ew impefus wilf 6e
givei™ fo ffie development and acfive parficipafion of ffie ~alesian
Co-opeijafors, and ffiaf ffie woijEs of jDoi* iRosco will 6e £nown,
esfeen\ed, and aided more and moije. If wilf also sei(ve fo streng-
then ffie 6ond of efiarif®, of prayer and of woi[fi, wfiicfi oug”t fo
unife ffie po-operafors amongst ffiemselvgs, ancf afso fo ff2e memtiegs
o/ ffie $alesian Jlociefy, wiffi wljion® woi[f\ for f~e jjreafer jjfoqg
of @od and ffie good of society at Targe.
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Vistol HSE 10 {ril1 Boumetothe M m

the last Sunday of the

old year, the Jubilee Year

of 1912, the Salesians at

Battersea had the honour
and gratification of welcoming in their
midst His Eminence Cardinal Bourne.
The fact that his visit was a deferred
one, added, if anything to the joy of
the occasion, for it had made all look
forward to his coming with more eager-
ness, and gave the greater satisfaction
in the realisation.

No Jubilee festivities of ours would
be regarded as complete without the
presence of His Eminence the Cardi-
nal. And we do not say that in the
sense of adding lustre and dignity," as
he does to whatever gathering he at-
tends; but because he had so close a
connection with our work, and because
we have always regarded him as a sort

of co-founder of it in England. In the
sequel the Reader will learn from the
words of the Cardinal himself how close
was his connection with the origin of
the work, whose growth to maturity
has now become an accomplished fact.

The events of that day, as an his-
torical event, are worthy of permanent
record. The Cardinal, who was at-
tended by Mgr. Jackman and Fr.
Collins and his gentleman-in-waiting,
was received at the Church of the
Sacred Heart by the Very Rev. C. B.
Macey, Superior. It was noteworthy
that the Cardinal himself and Fr. Ma-
cey were the only two remaining of
those who were actually sharers in the
originating of the work in England.
The members of the Community, who
were the ministers at the Solemn High
Mass at which the Cardinal assistedy
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were the Rev. Fr. Kelly, celebrant, Fr.
Walsh, deacon, Fr. Simonetti, sub-dea-
con ; while Fr. Me. Court and Fr.
Muldoon were the deacons at the throne
and Fr. Rector was the Assistant Priest.
The Mayor of Battersea attended
wearing his insignia of office.

The Sermon was preached by His
Eminence, who observed that the
Church was commemorating in these
days the history of the most wonderful
event that the world had ever seen,
an event which had completely trans-
formed the outlook of mankind, and
which had for most men completely
altered their ideals, and had raised up
before them aims and aspirations such
as never could have entered into their
hearts before that event took place.
God was pleased to begin his work
in hiddenness, poverty and seeming
impotence. In the long history of
the Christian Church the same three-
fold note was to be seen, and it was
to be found in the work of Don Bosco,
the Founder of the Salesiari Congre-
gation.

A tittle more than seventy years ago
a newly ordained priest was praying
to Almighty God to make known to
him what was to be the purpose of
his life. He had no conception of any
great future before him. Certainly
then no thought entered his mind that
he was to be associated with some
great work for the honour and glory
of God, and that his name would be
held in veneration and benediction as
long as the Chuch shall last. He had
no definite occupation. He was a poor
priest of a poor family, with nothing
to offer to Almighty God but the ge-
nerosity of his heart. And on the
eighth of December 1841, that priest
was led, as we can see now, by the
divine guidance to go to the church
in the city in which he lived and to
offer up the Holy Sacrifice. There was
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no one to serve his Mass, and the sa-
cristan roughly called upon a poor lad
who had strayed into the church and
bade him serve the Mass, for which
no one else could be found. The boy
resisted, and the priest, in his compas-
sion for the boy, rebuked the sacristan
for his hastiness, and, seeking some
other server, told the lad to wait until
he had finished. When the Mass was
over and he had spoken to the boy,
he soon discovered the reason he could
not serve Mass. It was because he
was utterly ignorant and scarcely un-
derstood what Mass was. In that mo-
ment there came to the mind of the
Venerable Don Bosco the first inkling
of the great vocation to which Almighty
God was calling him. He soon found
other lads of Catholic parentage who
were growing up in the city of Turin,
and, doubtless, in many other parts,
without any opportunity and means of
learning the love and knowledge of
Jesus Christ. You know the story of
those early days. How from that first
inspiration put into the heart of that
holy man there grew up a longing and
a desire to do all in his power for
young lads and boys that were grow-
ing up in such terrible ignorance and
in danger of leading lives of indif-
ference, if not of vice and crime. I'here
you have again the three divine marks.
A priest practically unknown, even to
his brother priests, in his diocese. A
poor man— poor in the things that this
world can give— and, humanly speak-
ing, absolutely impotent to undertake
a work the magnitude ot which the
whole Catholic world understands to-
day. He had only as an offering to
make to his divine Master the gene-
rosity of his heart, obedience to di-
vine inspiration, and the courage to
go through life with so much want and
toil and self-sacrifice from the beginning
to the end.
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The life of Don Bosco was rapidly
approaching its end when in the month
oi November, 1887, two priests of his
congregation came to begin his work
here in England. He 110 doubt ob-
tained for this work— almost the last
to which he gave his personal sanc-
tion— a very special blessing from Al-
mighty God. We are gathered to-
gether to complete that thanksgiving to
Almighty Gocl with which | would have
gladly joined had it been possible to
me on the very day Ol the anniversary,
the very day of the silver jubilee, a
few weeks ago. | think all those few
who can remember what took place
twenty-five years ago will agree with
me that on this work of the Salesian
congregation in its beginnings here in

London were indeed imprinted the
three divine marks of hiddenness, po-
verty, and seeming impotence. | well

remember that evening when the Sa-
lesian Fathers arrived. We know well
how dark and how desolate a Novem-
ber day can be in London, and | have
a memory now extending over a good
many years of life in London, and yet
I do not think | can recollect any clay
more dark, more dismal, and more ut-
terly gloomy than the night in Novem-
ber - the twenty-third, | think— when
the Salesian Fathers arrived in Bat-
tersea.

It is well that we should recollect
the little history of God’s work in this
district, so that you may be able with
fuller knowledge to give thanks to Al-
mighty God for all He has accomplish-
ed for your souls by means of the
Salesian congregation. Down to the
year 1869 in all the stretch of country
along the riverside I do not think there
was any church between St. George’s
Cathedral and Mortlake, except the
small old chapel at Wandsworth. Those
of you who remember this neigbour-
hood at that period, forty years and
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more ago, will recollect that the po-
pulation was very much smaller then,
and there were very large tracts of
country entirely unbuilt. In the year
1869 a very earnest and devoted priest
Canon Drinkwater, obtained permission
to make a beginning in the neighbour-
hood where now stands the Church of
Our Lady oi Mount Carmel. Then,
soon after, in the year 1872 or the
following year, inspired by the same
zeal, he determined to set up a cha-
pel of ease at West Battersea. The
Countess Stacpole was a great bene-
factor of his work, and for some time
the chapel was served from East Bat-
tersea. Later on a mixed school was
established, and it gradually caused to
grow up here a stronger and more
earnest Catholic population. That was
the condition of things in 1887, and
at that time the Countess Stacpole
made a very earnest request to Don
Bosco to allow his sons to undertake
the care of this mission. The request

had to be made to my predecessor,
Bishop Butt, who was the Ordinary
of the diocese. He was a man full

of zeal for the salvation of souls, and
most devotedly attached to the deve-
lopment of religion throughout the dio-
cese. When the request was conveyed
to him he at once said that he was
willing that the Salesian Fathers should
come to West Battersea, but he said
that he could find them much better
districts in the diocese where progress
would be more sure. He knew the
poverty of the district and the difficul-
ties they would find. The matter was,
I think, also conveyed by the Coun-
tess Stacpole to the reigning Pontiff,
Leo XIIl., with the result that after
negotiations it was finally settled that
as soon as possible the Salesian Fa-
thers should come and take over this
district. In the autumn of that year
I was making a retreat in the house
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of the Salesian Fathers at Lille, in
France, and during my stay | received
a request, for which 1 shall always
thank Almighty God, a request from
Don Bosco, who asked me to return
to London and be of service to the
Fathers he was presently to send.
During the month of October one of
the Fathers arrived, a certain Father
Dal mazzo, who came to take over the
mission from the diocese on behalf of
Don Bosco. Shortly after Father Dal-
mazzo came he gave his life as a mar-
tyr in defence of the sanctity of the
priesthood. He arrived in October,
and we had taken for his reception
and for my own accommodation a small
six-roomed house in Trott Street, Bat-
tersea. The clergy who were then
serving East Battersea have both since
passed to their reward— Father Wil-
liam Connolly and Father Linnett.
They gave every possible welcome to
Father Dalmazzo, and then on the
twenty-third of November a definite
beginning was made by the arrival of

two Salesian Fathers and a lay bro-
ther.

As | have said, those who remem-
ber those days will agree with me
that work was undertaken in hidden-
ness, because very few people in Lon-
don knew what was taking place.

There was no great excitement about
itt There was no great announce-
ment of the coming of the Salesian
Fathers. There was, too, great po-
verty. There was only an iron church,
which was already condemned and which
ought to have been replaced. 1 re-
mained here until the end of that month
and then, having accomplished the task
entrusted to me, | left here and went,
on the nomination of Bishop Butt, as
assistant priest to Mgr. Denis, who did
such wonderful work at West Grin-
stead. That is a brief outline of the
earlier days. The work conceived and
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begun in the spirit of Jesus Christ
Himself was blessed, as you know better
than | do, and blessed in proportion
to its likeness to the first beginnings
of the Christian Church. When any
great work is to be done by Almighty
God it must be undertaken in the same
spirit, and it is where hiddenness and
poverty and human impotence are found
that God’s greatest blessings will be
found also. Since those days it has
been a joy and consolation to me to
be a witness of and to some extent
associated with the ever growing and
widening work of the Salesian Fathers
in England. | have known it as a
priest because | was permitted to be
present here on many memorable oc-
casions. | was able to see the work
more intimately when | was Bishop of
Southwark, and certainly it will be one
of the joys of my life to feel that I
have been closely associated with so
great a work, and the means of giving
the sacramental unction to many of
the Salesian Fathers who have come
to this country. Looking back over
the last twenty-five years, | am sure
that 1 need not speak to you of the
work at Battersea in any detail. You
have been witnesses of what God has
accomplished in your midst. You know
of the different works that have sprung

out of that first beginning. Perhaps
it is possible for me to do what you
cannot do, and that is to testify as

publicly as | can to the confidence and
the esteem in which the Salesian Fa-
thers are held by their brethren in the
clergy. They have gained that esteem
and that confidence by their self-sacri-
ficing and unobtrusive lives, and their
ever-ready zeal, and the clergy know
how readily they can turn to the Sale-
sian Fathers for assistance and how
promptly and willingly it is given when-
ever it is at all possible. And then
you will let me say that I believe that
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to no one under Almighty God is this
happy result of their labours more due
than to him who is now the only sur-
vivor in this place of the first labour-
ers of those early days, because it
is due, | think, to his priestly zeal and
to his tact and kindliness that the Sa-

lesian Fathers have won for themsel-
ves the position to which | so gladly
testify to-day. That first labourer is

he whom you and | with joy and con-
solation see in our midst, the Superior
of this the first foundation of the Sa-
lesian Fathers in England. In the
memory of those days offer up your
earnest prayers to Almighty God that
the twenty-five years that are begin-
ning and which will go to make the
second half of the golden jubilee of
this mission may be blessed even more
abundantly than the last. That if it
be God’s will these twenty-five years
may contain within them the raising
of the Venerable Don Bosco to the

A Quarter of

vventy-five years have now passed,
and yet we still seem to feel the an-
xiety that filled those closing days,
when as his strength began to fail with alarm-
ing rapidity, we asked each other in fearful
whispers, if the end were really at hand. We
recall the fervent prayers that went up before
Our Lady Help of Christians, the uninterrupted
watchings in the Sanctuary, the hope and the
joy when an improvement was obtained; but a
a few days later there was a sudden change for
the worse, and the downward course was rapid.
No one can now imagine the anguish that filled
a thousand hearts whether of Superiors or pu-
pils, when on the eve of St. Francis of Sales,
Don Bosco spoke his final fatherly words, bid-
ding all farewell till they met in heaven.
On the morning of Jan. 31st when the sad
news began to be carried about the city, there
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altars of the Church. Pray, too, that
his spirit may always fill his sons more
and more completely, and pray for
yourselves that you may grew in the
knowledge and love of God, by your
obedience to His teachings, which are
exemplied in the lives of Don Bosco’s
sons.

*

*  *

After the Mass His Eminence was
the guest of Fr. Rector and the Com-
munity, and at lunch was pleasantly
reminiscent of early days and subse-
guent developments. A more elabo-
rate programme of entertainment had
been arrange, including a performance
of the play, but on account of the
Christmas holidays this was out of the
question. His Eminence therefore left
in the late afternoon, closing thus a
day which will always stand out in our
memory and annals with enhancing
recollections all its own.

a Century ago.

was soon a universal mourning. Don Rua, sad
at heart, with swollen eyes, and trembling hands,
gave to the Salesians, to the Nuns of Mary
Help of Christians, and to the Co-operators:
"the saddest announcement that he had ever had
to make, and that he would ever make during his
whole lije; he announced that our dearest Father
in Jesus Christ, Our Founder, friend, counsellor
and guide was dead!

Sorrow filled every heart and became more
acute as days went on, particularly on the fol-
lowing day, when the Community and boys
crushed into the Church of St. Francis of Sales,
and crowded round its doors, for night prayers
were to be said there in the presence of the body,
dressed in its sacerdotal vestments. All day
it had received the homage of the Turinese, they
who had received such benifits through him.

When the prayers were over, all remained
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kneeling and amid the stillness Fr.
said:

Francesia
— You see here our dear Father, with th
calm, that tranquillity, that smile which ever
hovered on his lips? He seems to be desirous of
addressing you, and you are awaiting his words.

But he can no longer repeat those holy coun-
sels which he has so often given you; he can
speak to us no more... And what should | say
to you from this place where he has done so
much for you? | shallonly repeat his last words,
the last message that he gave you. On being
asked what little remembrance he wished to
leave to his children, he replied: “Tell them that
I shall wait for.them all in Paradise.”

Throughout the church there was such com-
plete stillness that not even a breathing was
heard, and Don Bosco, in the serenity of death
seemed to be speaking still and giving his last,
long blessing. Although the sign to retire had
been given, all remained motionless and many
in tears. At last the boys were conducted class
by class in front of the bier and so away to
their dormitories.

For many years Don Bosco had prayed to
God for what might be most advantageous to
his Society, and had expressed his desire of say-
ing his Nunc dimittis, only when he had ac-
complished the task imposed on him by God.
And it was on February 2nd, the day which
gives us the Nunc dimittis, that lois remains
were enclosed in their triple casing and borne
into the Church of Our Lady Help of Christians
for the funeral rites. Mgr. Cagliero pontificat-
ed, and the music was that composed by
His Lordship in 1862, and which never seemed
more appropriately or feelingly rendered than
011 this occasion. Grief was still strong, and
we seem to hear yet the words of the people
who waited in dense crowds in all the streets
neighbouring the church. “Poor boys,” they
were saying, “they have lost a father. But
never mind. He will bless them from heaven.”

Mgr. Cagliero and Mgr. Bertagna completed
the ceremonies of the ritual, but as soon as the
absolution was given, there was a sudden disturb-
ance. The people rushed towards the bier
to impress their lips upon it, as upon some
sacred thing. The wreaths of flowers that had
covered the coffin were broken to pieces, and
the pall and coffin itself would have been like-
wise despoiled had they not been hurriedly ta-
ken back to the Church of St. Francis of Sales.
The growing excitement then ceased and tran-
quillity was restored. It seemed that the bring-
ing back of the body into the midst of his
children brought also the joy that had character-
ised his actual coming when in life.
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And even now after these twenty-five years,
we can hardly regard him as dead, for his me-

at mory has lived and increased, and he has gained

new rights, new demands on our gratitude as
indeed he lias continued to live and work by his
influence. He has seemed to gain an ever larg-
er place in our hearts and lives, in our Houses
and Institutes, as he has won his world wide
place in the hearts of men. Therefore in com-
memoration of the first quarter of a century
since liis death, it would appear appropriate to
take a review of his person and life, dwelling at
a little greater length on the last days of his
illness.

Bi-ographical JNfotes.

Don Bosco, the benefactor and friend of youth
was born on August 16th 1815, Even as a child
he had a mysterious presentiment of his mission,
and he became an apostle among his companions.
After great sacrifices he was raised to the priest-
hood, having by his splendid talents gained the
highest rewards, while devoting his spare time to
works of charity and zeal.

Ordained priest, on Dec. 8th 1841 he initiated
the work of the Oratories, which cost him incredible
hardship. Misunderstood and persecuted, he
took his flock from place to place, never doubting
the future prosperity of his work. At Easter
1846 he found a permanent abode at Valsalice, and
he soon founded other Oratories.

His zeal knew not what rest was. Assiduous in
the confessional, and in preaching the word of God,
a strenuous promoter of religious instruction and
the integrity of the faith, so much so that he more
than once risked his life in its cause, in his
devoted love for the young he instituted day and
evening schools, schools of Arts and Trades, col-
leges and agricultural colonies, sanctifying educa-
tion by a system all his own, founded on a con-
tinuous and friendly supervision and the practice
of religion: — he spread abroad millions of good
books, and in the large number written by himself,
he displays his attachment to the Holy Catholic
Churchand its Supreme Head,the Sovereign Pontiff,
to whose interests he devoted his whole energy and
talents all through his life.

Most zealous for the greater glory of God and
constant in his resolve: Da mihi animas, caetera
tolle, he ever promoted frequent and daily Com-
munion ; he was an Apostle in the devotion to the
Most Holy Sacrament and to Our Blessed Lady;
he raised up numbers of Churches and chapels
some of them of vast size and great importance;
he gave thousands of priests, both secular and re-
gular to the Church; he displayed heroic self-de-
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nial in every private and public calamity or need;
he founded the Society which was to carry OLl his
work in his spirit and the Daughters of Our Lady
Help of Christians for the work among the girls;
he established vast missions for the civilisation and
apostolate in every part of Society, he established
the Association of Salesian Co-operators, a Third
Order, with all the privileges of such foundations.

The Ven. Don Bosco.
More affectionate than a jather among his children,
ever full of gratitude towards his benefactors,
held in veneration by the Pontiffs Pius 1X. and
Leo X111, esteemed by the great nien of his time,
Italy, Prance and Spain were in commotion du-
ring his visits, for he was preceded, accompanied
and followed bit the fame of the extraordinary
and the saintly. Finally on Jan. 31st. 1888 he
passed to his reward, worn out by labour and mourn-
ed by multitudes in every social rank. He died
in the lowly room at the Oratory, Turin, where
for upwards of forty years continual streams of

admirers had come to beg for counsel, comfort or a
blessing. His remains lie at the College of the
Missions at Valsalice. His work today includes
over 700 Institutes spread in every land. In view
ofhis heroic virtues and the fame of his sanctity Pope
Pius X, on July 24th 1907 introduced the cause
of his beatification.
His

last illness.

During the year 1887, which
was the last year of his life, Don
Bosco several times talked of the
necessity of buying without delay
some ground for a Cemetery, and
liad commenced overtures with
the Municipality in regard to it.
As the arrangements began to
lengthen out, he said jokingly
to the Economer General of the
Society. — “See! it you do not
hurry up you will have to carry
me into your room when | am
dead.” And returning to the
subject lie added at another
time. “Indeed, if at the time of
my death, the place in the ce-
'metery is not ready, have me
taken into your room, and with
that sight under your eyes you
will liuriy up and find a place.
And later Oll he said — Do not
bury me in hired ground. Find
me a place in one of our Houses.

Again he desired at all costs
that the Church of the Sacred
Heart in Rome should be con-
secrated in May; and when it was
urged that there was still so
much to be done, and another
year would be better, he replied:
That may be, but the church
must be consecrated in May.
And he added the reason, not
then understood by us, for he

said to the Economer. — “Hurry up with that
church, if you wish me to see it at all; if you do
not make haste, | shall not have time to see it.”

Sometimes they would speak of his sacerdo-
tal Jubilee, which would have been in 1891, and
he was never averse to the topic; but to his in-
timates he often said in regard to it: “ You are
making a mistake.”

About this time he went to the sick bed of a
great benefactor of his work, the Countess
Corsi, who died shortly afterwards. Among
other things he said to her: Ah, Signora Contessa,
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you will not keep your word to me; you had pro-
mised to give the boys oj the Oratory a treat on the
occasion of my Sacerdotal Jubilee. You will not
keep your word, and | will not keep my Sacerdotal
Jubilee.

Lastly, a month before the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception, he was going to give
some consolation to a priest of the House, Fr.
Deppert, who was very ill, and had received
the last Sacraments. To him Don Bosco said,
“Take courage; it is not your turn this time; an-
other must take your place.” The priest recovered
and Don Bosco himself was the first to die in
the House, and on the very bed on which the
priest had lain, for as it was found more con-
venient by the infirmarians it was changed for
the one previously used by Don Bosco.

However without any of his references to it,
it was quite clear that his strength was failing
fast. Still he was constantly occupied, and
was projecting and arranging new plans, assist-
ed at all the meetings, read and annotated the
innumerable letters that came from all parts,
and retained the immediate direction of the
Society and was the soul of every thing. How-
ver he was so weakened that the celebrated
Doctor Combal of the University of Montpellier,
after on hour’s visit to Don Bosco at Marseilles,
was forced to say: “Many wonderful things are
related of Don Bosco, but to me the most wonderful
thing of all is that he yet lives, while his body is so
exhausted; and he is like a garment so much
worn that in order to preserve it for a time it must
be hung up in a cupboard.”

Even in 1885 he could not keep himself from
stooping without folding his arms behind his
back; in 1886 he stooped more and had to take
to a stick; in 1887 lie had to be supported on the
arm of some one who propped him up as he
walked slowly along, and during the last two
days in which he got about at all, it was in a
wheeled chair, so that he might at least be among
his children. He fell in the breach like a
valiant soldier.

On Dec.2nd 1887 he said Mass for the last time;
it was only with the utmost difficulty that
he could finish it, in a very weak voice and in-
terrupted by deep emotion. The following
day he assisted atMass and received Communion;
at the words Ecce Agnus Dei, he burstinto tears.

On the 6th he insisted on being taken to the
Sanctuary of Our Lady Help of Christians for
the ceremony of the departure of the Mission-
aries, who were opening new Missions in Ecua-
dor. It was the last function he was present
at. He was assisted into the Sanctuary by
his secretary Fr. Viglietti, and by one of the
clerics, and in the meantime Fr. Bonetti preach-
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ed the farewell sermon; but the most effica-
cious sermon was preached by Don Bosco him-
self, by his very presence, and every one in the
church stood up to catch a glimpse of him. After
the sermon, Mgr. Leto gave the Benediction
of the Blessed sacrament, and then the mission-
aries entered the Sanctuary to say farewell to
Don Bosco. He was in tears, and so were most
of the onlookers. When the missionaries
had gone, the people themselves ventured on
to the Sanctuary to see Don Bosco. Words of
compassion were heard on all sides, many, tears,
some saying that he was a Saint and so on. As
he crossed the courtyard the boysgave a frantic
shout of delight to see him, and quite exhausted
he reached his room.

Next morning, amid the sorrows of so many
departures there was the joy of a home arrival.
It was Mgr. Cagliero from Patagonia. Saved
almost by a miracle from a fatal fall in the An-
des, he had felt an inward warning to return at
once to Turin to assist Don Bosco in his last
moments. Don Bosco had sent Fr. Lemoyne to
Genoa to welcome him in the name of the Su-
perior Chapter, and his presence gave great joy
at the Oratory, where lie liad a magnificent re-
ception. But the meeting with Don Bosco
was most touching of all. Don Bosco was seat-
ed in his room and his first words to his ce-
lebrated son were: Have you recovered from
your fall? and then he wept for joy.

In the evening of the same day there came
Mgr. Doutreloux, Bishop of Liege, to ask for a
foundation in his city. Don Bosco seemed un-
willing to accede to his wishes, but next morning
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, lie sur-
prised all by granting it at once. It had been
revealed to him that the foundation should be
made. On the 8th he appeared at dinner sup-
ported by the Bishop. At supper, after a few
minutes he had to return to his room. Some
one said in a gay mood: — we shall see your
golden Jubilee yet. At these words he stopped,
looked at the speaker and said: Yes, yes, we
shall see — a Jubilee Mass — a great underta-
king!

Next day Mgr. Cagliero presented to him one
of the Superiors of the Nuns of Mary Help of
Christians who had come from Patagonia and
another from Uruguay, and they had brought
back with them a little girl of twelve years
whom Mgr. Fagnano had saved in his first mis-
sionary journey in Tierra del Fuego. Mgr. Ca-
gliero, in presenting her to Don Bosco, said:
Here are the first fruits offered to you by your
sons ex ultimis finibus terrae. The child, kneel-
ing down said in half savage accents: | thank
you for sending the missionaries to save me and
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my brothers. They have made us Christians
and opened for us the gates of heaven. Don
Bosco showed how pleased and moved he was
to see this first flower from the far away lands
he had so desired to evangelise.

On the 16th he went out in a carriage with Don
Rila and Fr. Viglietti, and he met His Eminence
the Cardinal in the Corso Vittorio Emmanuele.
Oli! Don Giovanni! Don Giovanni! exclaimed
the Cardinal, and got into the carriage. A
crowd gathered round to witness this scene.
Th<? carriage went on to Via Cernaia where the
Cardinal got down, and they returned to the
Oratory. At the top of the stairs he said to Don
Rua. “I cannot get up those stairs again.”

He knew and feltthat the end was near. In the
evening thirty or forty of the bigger boys went
up to his room to go to Confession. They were
told that it was not convenient, but they did not
move, they desired at all costs to have that
consolation. Don Bosco was told of it, and
though he felt by no means equal to such a task,
he said: — Well it will be the last time that |
shall be able to ~iear them, — and so he let them
come in. They were the last confessions he
heard.

On the 20th he received Holy Communion in
bed, then he arose and, went through his
morning’s work as he had done for forty years,
advising, consoling, assisting all who had come
to see him. In the evening he went out for his
last drive and was carried into the vehicle. Al-
though his confreres had often tried to persuade
him to be taken down by them, tins was the
only occasion he allowed such assistance.

There was a characteristic incident during
this outing. On the return journey the carriage
was stopped by a gentleman who was a past-
pupil of the Oratory, and whe had come to
Turin on business. Hearing that Don Bosco was
out he awaited his return in the street, and as
soon he saw him Don Bosco said:

— Oh Signor, and how are your affairs going
on?

— Only fairly well; 1
for me.

— And what about your soul?

— lu regard to that, | try to be a worthy
pupil of Don Bosco.

— Well done! God will reward you; pray
for me; and giving him a blessing he dismissed
him saying once more: | recommend you to have
care of your eternal interests. Be always a
good Catholic.

When he had been carried to his room he
said to one of those who had rendered him that
service: | know you were pleased to do that;
but make a list of all my debts to you; | will

wish you would pray
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pay them altogether. Shortly afterwards the
doctor called and found him still weaker. He
made him go to bed; and a little after, Don
Bosco said to the cleric who attended him: Now
there is nothing for me to do but to make a good
end!

During the days that followed he became
worse. On the 23rd Dec. he was visited by
Cardinal Alimonda, who treated him with great
affection. Don Bosco said: "Your Eminence, |
beg you to pray that | may save my soul; and
I recommend my Congregation to you." And
then tears came into his eyes. The Cardinal
bade him take courage, and spoke of his con-
stant conformity to the Will of God, and how
he liad done so much for His Glory. Don Bosco
seemed much moved and replied: “1 have done
what | could. May the Will of God be done!*

— Few, observed the Cardinal, can sa}f that
at the end of their lives. Then Don Bosco
went on:

— These are difficult times, Your Eminence.
I have gone through difficult times. But the
authority of the Pope! the authority of the Pope!
| have told Mgr. Cagliero, who is here, to assure
His Holiness that the Salesians stand for the
authority of the Pope, wherever they may be.
And as he said this he seemed to become very
ardent.

— Yes, yes, replied Mgr. Cagliero who stood
near: | remember it. Rest assured that I shall
carry out the Commission to the Floly Father.

— But you, the Cardinal went 011, you, Don
Giovanni, you should have 110 fear of death; you
have so often recommended others to be pre-
pared.

— He has told us so often, said Mgr. Cagliero;
it was his principal topic.

— | have said it to others, he replied with
great humility; but now others should say it to
me. He then asked for the Cardinal’s blessing,
who on doing so, embraced him, and departed
much moved.

On Christmas Eve he asked for Holy Com-
munion by way of Viaticum, and to some of
the priests who stood around he said:

— Help me, help me to receive my Viaticum
well... I am confused:— In rnanus tuas, Domine,
commendo spiritum meum.

It was a most touching sight.
restrain their tears.

Even Mgr. Cagliero who performed the sacred
rite, could not master his emotion.

He sanie more and more. An hour before
midnight he desired that the Blessing of the
Holy Father should be asked for, and then he
was anointed. He said to Mgr. Cagliero:

— Pray for this especially that | may save

None could
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Recommend all the Salesians to la-
Let them take

my soul.
bour with zeal and devotion.
every means to save souls.

On Christmas day he received the Holy Fa-
ther's blessing. His Holiness said he was sorry
to hear of his illness, and that he would pray
for him. He was visited by Mgr. Beitagna,
Mgr. Leto, Mgr. Chiesa, Mgr. Manacorda and
Mgr. Valfre. The little girl from Tierra del
Fuego could not understand Don Bosco being
ill, and she spent much time praying for him in
the Church, her dark bronzed cheeks wet with
tears.

On St. Stephen’s day the Cardinal Archbishop
came again to bid farewell, as he had to go to
Rome. Both greatly felt the separation. The
Superioress General of the Daughters of Our
Lady Help of Christians also came to ask a bless-
ing: Yes, said Don Bosco, my blessing on all
the Houses of the Nuns, on the Superiores
General and on all lier sisters; may they save a
multitude of souls. This admonition in regard
to saving one's soul he left also to all the past-
pupils and to the Salesians and Nuns.

The papers had a daily bulletin of Don Bosco’s
health. The Oratory was besieged with en-
quirers; telegrams came at every minute; there
was a constant commotion; visitors from all
parts, and especially from the Salesian Houses.
Word came from out-of-the-way villages that
public prayers were being offered; religious Com-
munities in all diiections were offering their spi-
ritual exercises for him. At the Oratoiy there
was uninterrupted prayer day and night before
the Tabernacle, and at the Altar of Our Lady
Help of Christians. Many families of good Co-o0-
perators were in great distress, even offering
their own lives for his, and making vows and
promises. Hope is ever strong. Don Albera
arrived from Marseilles and said to Don Bosco:
“This is the third time that you have neared
the gates of eternity, and you have previously
returned by the prayers of your children. |
am certain it will happen again. Don Bosco
replied:

— This time | shall not return!

However on Dec. 31st he again received the
blessing of Our Lady Help of Christians, and
with the new year an improvement was visible.
On Jan. 7th by the direction of the doctors he
was given a little toast and an egg. Before re-
ceiving it he took off his biretta and prayed.
It was doubtful whether it would do him good,
but it soon appeared that it had done so, and
with unusual vivacity he began to ask a hundred
questions. He desired news from Rome, of
the Pope, of the feasts for his Sacerdotal Ju-
bilee and of the Oratory. He desired to speak
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with some of the Community, in fact he seemed
better than he had been for a long time-.

Towards evening he said to Fr. Lemoyne:

— How can you explain that a person having
been in bed for twenty days, practically without
food, feeble in the extreme, both in mind and
body, should suddenly feel himself again, should
perceive everything as of old, should feel new
strength and almost able to get up and write and

work. Yes | feel so well just now as though
I had never been ill. It may be that the real
answer is: Quod Dens imperio, tu, prece, Virgo,
potes. It is certain that I shall not die just now;

it may be after a short-time, but not just now.

This pause in his illness was the effect of pray-
ers to Our Lady Help of Christians which were
being offered up all over the world. And it
was a signal favour, for he was able to put many
things in order, arrange for the governmnnt of
the Oratoiy, and decide various things for other
Houses. Moreover, even when he had passed
a drowsy day, when he aroused himself again he
always had some special order to give, some
arrangement to be made, and had certain legal
affairs put right, that had previously escaped
his memory. The doctors were surprised at the
clearness and activity of his mind.

About that time many pilgrims arrived of all
nationalities, on their way back from Rome.
They desired to get the blessing of the Servant
of God. As long as he was able, Don Bosco ac-
ceded to their wishes, recommending his sons
to their charity and himself to their prayers. If
any were kept out by the doctors he expressed
his sorrow. Don Rua told him that the en-
quiries by all sorts of persons still continued, that
the papers, even those opposed to religion, spoke
of him in terms of the greatest sympathy. He
answered. “Let us try to do good to all, and
harm to none.”

On Jan. 24th His Grace Archbishop Richard
of Paris came to see him. He asked for the
Archbishop’s blessing, which he gave, but he
then insisted on receiving Don Bosco's blessing
in return. “1 bless you, Don Bosco said, and
I bless Paris."

— And | shall announce to all Paris that you
have sent your blessing. However this im-
proved condition soon ceased and a change for
the worse brought him to the low state of a
month earlier. On Jan 28th before Communion,
he said: The end is near! And then he said to
Fr. Bonetti. “Tell the boys that | await them
in Paradise!” Any message from him was re-
ceived with joy, but this one left behind it a
general sadness.

On the 29th, the Feast of St. Francis of Sales,
there were all the customary celebrations, but



SALESIAN

mourning was in the atmosphere. On that day
Don Bosco received Holy Communion for the
last time, and remained almost unconscious all
day. In the evening he recognised Count Incisa,
and The Bishop of Susa who had preached for
the Feast, and gave them both his blessing. He
did not again come altogether out of his drowsy,
unconscious state; his semi-lucid intervals weie
when he spoke of heaven or similar things. If
anything were offered him he refused it by
signs. Fr Bonetti suggested pious ejaculations.

From time to time he exclaimed: Mother!
Mother! Tomorrow. And about six o’clock:
Jesus, Mary, | give you my heart and my soul;
In manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum
meum. Mother, Mother, open to me the gates
of Paradise. With hands joined he repeated
from time to time several texts which appeared
to have been the guide of his life. Love your
enemies, do good to them that hate you. Seek
the kingdom of God. When the evening An-
gelus rang the name of Mary was suggested to
him and he repeated it distinctly. During the
night he several times raised his left hand, for
the right was already rigid, and exclaimed
— May the Will of God be done! Later on he
ceased to utter any words, but dining the fol-
lowing day and night he occasionally raised
his left arm in the same manner as though to
offer his life to God.

He was now very near the close. At ten
o’clock a. m. on Jan. 30th Mgr. Cagliero began
the Litany for the dying, responded to by many
of the Community. The doctors had said that
by the evening, or before day dawned he would
pass away.

The news of his approaching end caused great
grief throughout the Oratory. The Community
asked to be allowed to see him once more, and
Don Rua agreed. They assembled in groups
in the little private chapel near his room, en-
tered in a line. Don Bosco was on his low
bed, his head somewhat inclined on the right
shoulder and supported by the pillows. His look
was calm, his eyes closed, his hands extended
on the bed. On his breast a crucifix, and at the
foot of the bed the violet stole.

His grief stricken sons approached and kissed
the hand which had so often blessed them.
There were some hundreds to come for they had
assembled from neighbouring Houses, and with
the Community there came also the bigger boys.
This continued all day. They had brought
medals and rosaries and other sacred things to
touch the bed and to be kept as souvenirs.

About this time a telegram arrived announ-
cing the safe arrival of the Missionaries at
Guayaquil. Don Rua tried to make Don Bosco
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understand; he opened his eyes and looked up
to heaven.,

Mgr. Cagliero and Mgr. Leto both suggested
ejaculations — Jesus, spes mea, miserere mei;
Mana Auxilium Christianorum, ora pro nobis.

Towards four o’clock in the afternoon Count
Radicati, a great benefactoi of the Oratory
came. At eight his confessor Fr. Giacomelli put
on his stole and recited some prayers from the
ritual.

At a quarter to two on Jan. 31st Don Bosco
entered into his agony. Don Rua went on with
the prayers for the dying which lie had com-
menced and interrupted two hours earlier. The
Superiors were called, and the room was soon
filled. All knelt and Mgr. Cagliero passed round
to the right of the dying man and speaking
close to his ear said:

Don Bosco, we are here, your sons. We ask
pardon for the sufferings we have caused you
and, as a sign of your paternal forgiveness, give
us your blessing. | will raise your hand and
pronounce the woids. It was a touching scene.
All heads were bowed and Don Rua in a broken
voice pronounced the words of the blessing at
the same time raising the right hand of Don
Bosco. At three o’clock the Apostolic Blessing
came from Rome. Mgr. Cagliero had read the
Proficiscere, when the Angelus sounded at half-
past four. All recited the Angelus and Fr. Bo-
netti said in the ear of Don Bosco the words he
had spoken the day before Viva Maria. The
death-rattle which had been heard for about
an hour and a half now ceased. For some mo-
ments the breath came freely... and then ceased.

— Don Bosco is dying, said Fr. Belmonte.
All knelt around the bed, and saw him breathe
three times more at intervals. Mgr. Cagliero
suggested the final prayer: Jesus, Mary, Joseph
| give you my heart and my soul. He was dead.
He had lived seventy-two years, five months
and fifteen days.

Mgr. Cagliero began the Subvenite and blessed
the revered remains. All knelt to recite the
De Profundis, but it was more like a succession
of sobs, Don Rua arose and said.

— We are now orphans! But there is one
consolation. If we have lost a father on earth,
we have a protector in heaven. Let us show
ourselves worthy of him by following his exam-
ple.

It was a quarter to five, Jan. 31st 1888. A
day to be ever remembered.
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Thoughts on a Visit to Vcilscilice

(The

resting place of the Ven.

Don Bosco and Don Rua)

owards the end of last year | made a

journey to Turin, principally with the

object of presenting my homage and
petitions at the venerated spot, where Don
Bosco’s remains are interred; it was also out of
a sense of gratitude to the great Apostle who
made the cause of the young generations his
own, giving them new ideals and safeguards
when widespread efforts were being made to
corrupt them, both in mind and heart. But so
many obstacles seemed to come in the way,
that it was only by a combination of fortunate
circumstances, that one morning | was able to
ascend the hill of Valsalice, where is to be found
the centre of life of the whole Salesian Work.
Among the boys whom both loved so much, and
as though still extending to them their actual
protection, Don Bosco and Don Rua are taking
their last repose, amid the scenes of their own
indefatigable labours and paternal cares. And
as the boys come out for their recreation, it
would seem that they are still under the vigilant
care of their two former Superiors, who, with a
special Mission from God, still give forth the
necessary assistance and guidance to theiryou g
charges.

Looking down over the city, it becomes ever
more convincing how superhuman was the work
founded by the Venerable Servant of God, for
one realises more and more what a vast accom-
plishment has been achieved, and how humble
the means for its achievement. This sense of
the inexplicable doubtless pervades all the great
works of Christian charity, which seem to flou-
rish the more according to their original poverty
and obscurity, and assume vast proportions
beyond any possible conception; looking over
the city one sees this strikingly realised in the
neighbouring institutes of the Ven. Cottolengo
and the Ven. Don Bosco. They are examples
of the paradox of evangelical charity, the low-
liest of the seeds becomes the greatest tree of all.

But there is another source of strength and
efficacy in Christianity; one which keeps in vi-
gour, and fortifies against attack, and every
engine of destruction, oftentimes when appear-
ances are most againstit. It is a moral power;
it is the spirit of sanctity which preserves it
from degeneration, maintains its character and

aims unaltered, and adapts to the ever changing
exigencies of the times the inexhaustible power
of the immutable Christian principles. It is a
spirit such as this in all its integrity that has
blessed and rendered fruitful the vast work of
Don Bosco, from its inception to this hour; a
work difficult above all others in the circum-
stances of our times especially because it corres-
ponds to the peculiar and immediate needs of
our difficult age, and responds to it in the eter-
nal language of Christianity, demonstrating
again its ever vigorous youth.

Those, therefore, who eagerly seek out oppor-
tunities to decry the Christian and catholic
faith as a force whose energy is spent, as an an-
tigue form of civilisation now supplanted, and
who deny it accordingly any intuitive faculty to
gauge the modern social needs, have in the
Work of Don Bosco a tangible proof, which
gives the lie direct to their assertions. Engaged
chiefly with the children of the masses, the Sons
of Don Bosco prepare and fashion for future ge-
nerations numbers of skilled workmen, conscious
of their dignity and capabilities, and of their
duties. In this process for fashioning cha-
racters Religion is the supreme creative force,
and the centre around which all endeavour
gravitates; and thus they crumble away the
heap of lying suppositions which atheism had
raised as a monument for dead Christianity.
By means of the Ven. Servant of God and his
followers Catholicism has once more proved the
eternal vigour of God’s truth, and its capacity
to provide for all problems.

For this reason the implacable enemies of the
Faith have aimed their sharp and poisoned
arrows at the Salesian Society; for this reason its
Founder and his successors are endowed with
special sanctity; and for this reason the gift of
sanctity has been generously granted. Don
Bosco’s first and second successor have inherited
the primitive spirit of the order, and the Founder
lives again in his successors, and his memory and
method of action are perpetuated by them.

*

* it

ili the all too brief visit which I made to Val-
salice, | gathered the firm impression of what
liad been plainly hinted to me by the boy who
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had accompanied me to the Institute. We had
been talking of Don Bosco and Don Rua.
“Oh,” said the boy, “Have you seen Don Al-
bera? It is enough to see him to know that he
is a .Saint.” In the mouth of a boy it seemed
to me particularly significant, for he was au or-
dinary boy of the town, and boys do not usually
talk of such things; but contact with the one
who was the subject of our discourse soon con-
vinced me of the truth of the boy’s remark, for
Don Albera gave one an immediate impression
of perfect serenity, undisturbed by no matter
what turmoil or opposition, in a life which has
seen its fair share of both.

I must confess that the greatness of the Sa-
lesian Work had nevei been so clearly dcmon-
stiated to me, 01 seemed so palpable as when |
had this opportunity of seeing its chief Supe-
rior among the crowd of noisy youths. There
seemed to pass by me in vision whole bands of
youthful students, whose discipline is relieved
by no cordiality or Christian charity, and who
come to hate study and work in so many of our
public Schools; | seemed to behold great num-
bers of the young generations, whose years of
education are passed in the atmosphere of
unbelief, already young heretics and rebels.

And | also saw in vision, as it were, the future
of both classes: the one growing pu to honest and
fruitful industry, with real happines and Christ-
ian ideals; the other taking the path of pleasures
and sensual enjoyment, with blasphemy and
hatred intermingled.

There is 110 need to ask which will make
the better citizens of the State and the honour
of their Country: it would be an insult to good
sense. The questions that do suggest themselves
are these: How is it that all do not at once
grasp the real worth of the Institute of Don
Bosco? And how is it that hatred can go so far
as to completely change the real state of things
and pervert the mind so much as to make it
prefer evil to good? How can the great, inert
mass of the indifferent carry its apathy so far
as not to see the duty incumbent Ol1 all of
co-operating in such a work, the most necessary
perhaps of our times, or at least that which
the country most needs.

We must bring home to the people, that true
love of country is not that which manifests itself
chiefly in demonstrations, or in conspicuous
contributions for war; just as virtue does not
consist only in the boldness of an hour of bra-
very. It is something more precious and more
useful; and he who daily overcomes his unseen
difficulties, and makes the sacrifices demanded
at every hour, is gaining victories that are more
noble than the soldier’s; and they who are en-
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gaged in forming the character to this ideal are
at least as worthy of the country’s honour as
those who secure her from her external foes.

But this work could not be carried on if not
inspired with ideals higher than life and duty,
and if not established Oll immutable principles.
A medical-educational paper which freely main-
tains its fundamental difference of ideas from
our owh, recently published some eulogiums on
Salesian Institutes, and the methods adopted
in them. It recognised the excellence of the
results and lamented the fact that in spite of
every effort they could not be obtained in a lay
Institute. Such frankness is not always found
among adversaries; but it becomes unwittingly
amusing when it goes on to urge the followers of
Don Bosco to change the foundations of their
method, because, being based upon Religion, it
exposes the young man, to the danger of having
all his moral edifice crumbled away, when in
the inevitable shock with other principles and
ideas he shall lose the faith of his early life.
We need not remark on the strange idea held
by the writer in the medical journal concerning
the Faith, which he thinks can be lost with such
facility once it is firmly established in the soul,;
and he does not seem to know that even Rénan
recognised that Faith has this peculiarity about
it, that when lost it still operates; and lie thus
explained the rectitude of many unbelievers
who unknowingly obeyed the precepts of the
Faith while they thought themselves beyond
its influence.

Butwe would put one question to this contem-
porary. Is not the success of the methods of
Salesian Institutes, which seems so strange
to it, due to this very basis of religion which it
desires to see changed? And accordingly,
by returning the good counsel, instead of advis-
ing the followers of Don Bosco to adopt other
educational theories, it seems appropriate to
ask other bodies to so adapt theirs as to gain a
like success. Indeed it is quite time to lay pre-
tence aside, a pretence which has been maintain-
ed far too long, to the utter ruin of whole ge-
nerations and an immense loss to society. |
is time for educators, if they have a spark of
loyalty, to confess that they were wiong, and
that the methods of the past fifty years have
been wrong. Today, as twenty centuries ago,
and as always, it is Christianity and Christianity
alone that has the true reply to the growing
evils; for its teaching alone has the moral power
for forming strong, pure and honest consciences;
for society, like the individual, is forced to re-
peat the woids of longing of St. Augustine:
“We are made for Thee, O Lord, and we shall
always be repining till we rest in Thee."
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t Salesian Notes and News

London. Our chief announcement this
month from London is given at some length in
our leading pages. The visit of His Eminence
the Cardinal was originally intended to have a
far more intimate connection with the School
than it actually did. On account of unforeseen
circumstances it would have been very incon-
venient for the Cardinal to have come on an-
other day than that chosen by him, particularly
when the date had been announced in the Press.
This fell during the holidays, and the boys there-
fore had no opportunity of welcoming him, or
of entertaining him with their School play. But
we may yet have to record his coming to see
this last mentioned item, and we are certain
that His Eminence would find the time pass
pleasantly enough, for the musical part alone
would be worth going a good distance to enjoy.
However we must content ourselves with living
in hopes as far as that is concerned.

As to school matters a re-opening is jTac-
tically all that we have to chronicle at the time
of writing. But when these pages are in the
Reader’s hands the term will be regarded, both
by masters and boys as already old, for the feel-
ings associated with a new term are rapidly
dissipated in the air of school routine which is so
apt to absorb too much ofschoollife. The even-
ing of the opening day was beguiled by a fine
show of pictures on the School cinema, and on
the following day studies were resumed and new
boys initiated. The Term is a comparatively
short one as Easter isearly, and steady scholastic
duties will run their even course till Shrovetide.

A coming noteworthy event is the promised
visit of His Lordship the Bishop of Southwark,
but as this will fall on a Sunday, it will not in-
terrupt scliool-work, unless it entails a holiday
for the boys. His Lordship is always a most
welcome guest and the promised visit, being on
the day when we celebrate our patronal feast,
St. Francis of Sales will be all the more appre-
ciated and gratiying.

jfe
Farnborough, a busy and prosperous term
has been spent at the Salesian School Farnbo-

rough. We have already referred to the visit of
His Lordship the Bishop of Portsmouth, ever a
kind patron of the School, at whose visit the
prizes for the preceding School Year were distri-
buted, and the report of the examinations read.
In 1911 and 1912 the School has done wonder-
fully well, gaining five responsions at Oxford,
ten distinctions, thirteen honours and seventy-
six passes, and among the achievements the se-
cond place in Greek in the Oxford Local exa-
mination.

Later on in the Term, Fr. Provincial visited
the School and his Sacerdotal Jubilee was so-
lemnly kept. There was also on that occasion
the blessing of the new statue of the Sacred
Heart for the Church, the statue beitrg a beautiful
work af art by an eminent Belgian sculptor.

The New Year promises great things. An
important extension to the School Buildings
is about to be commenced, which is to include
Refectories, Dormitory, Kitchens etc, and will
enable the securing of much greater educational
efficiency. Previous improvements had already
increased the accommodation so that another
thirty boys were accepted. This however, is by
no means a halting place, for the new building
will so increase the accommodation as to enable
many more applications to be considered. It is
hoped that these extensions and improvements
will be completed by Easter or soon after, and
applications should therefore be made during
this term to the Very Rev. A. Sutherland. S. C.
Salesian School. Farnborough. Hants.

Following on the various
gatherings that have recently
been held in connection with
Fr. Beltrami and the proposed introduction of
his cause, there has now been issued a com-
plete biography of this Salesian priest, written
by the Spiritual Director of the Society, who
was master of novices to Fr. Beltrami.

“Around the Founders of Religious Orders."
he writes, ‘‘the grace of God has almost inva-
riably raised up a company of saintly followers,
who are like the lesser stars waiting on the one

The **eause”
of Fr. Beltrami
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of greater magnitude, but yet are brilliantly shi-
ning orbs themselves. St. Benedict, St. Francis,
St. Dominic, St. Ignatius are each examples of
this, and as it is generally agreed that Don Bos-
co’s mission in our own days was not of less im-
portance than theirs, so we find him surrounded
by a circle of saintly followers, many of whom
are of too recent memory to be singled out.

But above all | would place Fr. Beltrami, as
a specially brilliant star, who spread his rays
far and wide by his example of eminent virtue,
and his courage in great trials. | place him high
among Don Bosco's followers, for he displays
such evident signs of sanctity that no one could
mistake them, and thus he with others repeats
this remarkable gathering of chosen souls, giv-
en by God to his special Servants to assist in or
confirm their work. | have spent more than
fifty years in the Society and for more than
twenty-five was Master of Novices. How many
saintly religious | have known in that time, and
how many excellent young men with angelic
souls have passed through my care, chosen
flowers in the Lord’s garden. And yet | can
safely say, without attempting to make com-
parisons, that none of them surpassed Fr. An-
drew Beltrami in virtue.

Having read a great many lives of the saints
and given much careful thought to what are
the notes and characteristics of sanctity, | can
say positively that | have met them all in our
confrere, and in the highest degree. And all
those who knew him agree with me in this. |
never heard one of his Superiors or brethren
cast the slightest shadow of doubt upon his
extraordinary virtue, or as is generally said,
upon his sanctity. This agreement is signifi-
cant and points to the conclusion that God has
worked this wonder before our eyes.

The life of Fr. Beltrami, passed in hidden con-
verse with God, in prayer, suffering, humiliation
and sacrifice in labours constant but hidden, in
heroic charity, although restricted to the circle
narrowed by his conditions, make up such a
complex as to force one to say: faith has worked
many prodigies in the past, it works them today
as it will do while the world lasts.

Short indeed was his life, as far as years go;
but when we consider the virtues practised and
merits acquired it appears long and full. The
words of the Book of Wisdom are eminently
applicable to him that although his days were
brief he achieved great things. He made such
good use of the talents he had received that he
quickly stored up immense treasure, and was
deemed worthy to be called by God as the good
and faithful servant to receive the reward, not
proportioned to his years, but measured by the
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fervour of his devotion and the perfection of Ins
virtue.

It would seem also that God designed to make
our saintly confrere pass through all the phases
of Salesian life so as to be a model in them all
cleric, teacher, university student, priest, wri-
ter and with them all an invalid. He thus
gave an example in every virtue, patience and
charity, zeal and love of suffering.

* %

The writer has gathered together the Supe-
riors and companions of Fr. Beltrami and lets
them speak from personal experience of con-
tact with the subject of the biography; while his
own knowledge of the priest is deep and wide
since he had him practically all his life under
his direction. His Eminence Cardinal Richelmy
writes to the author saying: What is particu-
larly to be appreciated in your book is that great
fruit may be drawn from it in the sanctification
of souls; and His Eminence Card. Ferrari also
testifies to the exceptional value of this life of
“the great ornament of the Salesian Society.”

A

Past Pupils. Jt is perhaps only natural
that among our past-pupils the greatest attach-
ment should be displayed by those belonging to
the Province with which the name of Don Bosco
is most closely associated, that of Piedmont.
Great numbers of these former pupils, whether
of the Turin Oratory, or from other Schools of
the Province are to be found everywhere in
Piedmont, and these have recently held a Con-
gress of their own at the Oratory.

The Very Rev. Don Albera presided, and a
large number of distinguished men supported
him on the platform, while among the Past were
many who have gained honoured places in eccle-
siastical or lay careers. The names of the Car-
dinal Archbishop of Turin, of several archbishops
and bishops were associated with the members
present.

Among the subjects discussed were the follow-
ing: The publication of an organ for the Inter-
national Federation of past-pupils; the part to
be taken by the Past in the erection of the mo-
nument to Don Bosco; the necessity and means
of promoting Congresses or local re-unions of
past-pupils to prepare for a worthy celebration
of the centenary of Don Bosco’s birth in the
year 1915; the practical means for enrolling past-
pupils and initiating them into the working of
the re-unions and general meetings.

Each of these general topics was fully discuss-
ed and suitable resolution adopted and com-
mittees were appointed for their realisation.
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At the close of the Congress the dramatic com-
pany of the Don Bosco Club gave a special en-
tertainment in honour of the guests. The
Congress was conducted most successfully and
revealed remarkable strength of numbers and
of moral power, even in this one section of the
Past Pupils; and among the speakers were
many who have long ago made a name for them-
selves in public life: It is these now, as Don
Albera well remarked, who are the apostles of
the spirit of Don Bosco, and that though the
Salesians themselves con be counted, these
new apostles are fast becoming as innumerable
as the sands on the sea-shore.

*

D. aibera’s
Travels.

Just before the feast of the
Immaculate Conception our
Superior General concluded an extended visit
to the Houses in the Province of Liguria, which
includes such Houses and Colleges as those of
San Pier d*Arena, Varazze, Savona, Alassio and
Bordighera, and everywhere he met large num-
bers of Co-operators. The speakers at San Pier
d’'Arena were not slow to remind Don Albera
that he himself was intimately connected with
the School, for he had been sent by Don Bosco
to found it and give it the send-off for its subse-
quent prosperous career.

Arriving at Varazze Don Albera found the
whole city in expectation of his visit, and all
the authorities of the town, headed by the Mayor
were at the station to give him public welcome.
His stay was a series of triumphs particularly at
the meetings of the Co-operators and past-pu-
pils and when he preached from the pulpit of
the College Church the place was filled to over-
flowing. The whole was a manifestation de-
monstrating with no uncertain sound the feeling
of the people towards the work of which the
Very Rev. Don Albera is the head.

At Savona, Alassio and Bordighera there
were the like festivities and meetings of the Co-o-
perators, among whom were most of the distin-
guished people of the various towns. The
schools at Bordighera both of the Salesians and
of the Nuns of Mary Help of Christians were
opened by Don Bosco to counteract the growing
influence of the Protestant sects in that Riviera
town and the prosperity of these schools shows
that Ins foresight has met with success. Don
Albera returned to the Oratory much impress-
ed by the constantly increasing zeal of the
Co-operators, and the spread of the veneration
towards Don Bosco and Don Rua.
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Iltems in Brief.

The construction of the much needed extension
of the Salesian School, Farnborough, and the
completion of the School according to the plans
will entail great outlay, and contributions to this
fund from the Co-operators will be gratefully
acknowledged by the Superior, who has arrang-
ed for daily prayers for all berefactors.

*
* *

The town of Santiago in Chile has recently
been celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the coming of the Salesians to that Republic.
There was a Pontifical High Mass, and in the
evening a great gathering was held, during
which a telegram was received from the Holy
Father, congratulating the Salesians and their
Co-operators on the great work for the good of
souls that is being accomplished in that prosper-
ous Republic.

*
* *

At Wernsee in Austria a new Salesian College
was opened as a Seminary just before the end
of last year. The Bishop of Marburg, in his
address at the ceremony of the blessing and inau-
guration, said: “1 am about to go to Rome, and
I shall tell the Holy Father that in this year of
the Eucharistie Congress at Vienna, God has
sent the Sons of Don Bosco into my Diocese fo_
the cultivation of vocations to the priesthood.”

The Directors of the Salesian Bulletin
(in whateoer language) feel themseloes
obliged to put Readers on their guard
against persons attempting to obtain alms
on behalf of Don Bosco s Missions or
Works. They are particularly warned
against certain indiuiduals, who ask for
the past numbers of the Bulletin, under
pretence of taking them to Hospitals or
other Institutions, and thus prepare the
way for asking alms for uarious imagi-
nary works.
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The first visit to the Capital of the district
of Heung Shan.

Very Reverend Father,

(Leiter from the missionary Fr. Louis Versiglia).
or some time | have been anxious to
visit the city of Hcung-Shan, Capital

B of the district of that name. It is also
called Seak-Kei and contains about 150.000
inhabitants and has a few Christians with a
small missionary residence. A serious question
in the village of Seong-Chan near lan-Mun, fur-
nished the opportunity. It was a question of
protecting the Christian settlement against the
ill-treatment of the pagans. A Christian in-
formed me of the circumstances and | set off
immediately.

Incidents of the journey — Reception by the Chri-

stians and the pagans — Towards Seak Kei —
Chinese curiosity.

| entered a boat which was to take me to a
certain spot where | hoped to find another
which would take me to my destination; but
after an uncomfortable half-day’s journey, the
corresponding boat had already left.

Accordingly | hired a boat like a cockle-shell,
in which were huddled together my servant,
the native Catechist and myself as well as the
boatman and his wife . The latter steered whilst
her husband attended to the sail which was only
a rag fastened to a bamboo.

In a short time the stream widened and with
a favourable wind the boat advanced with
great rapidity; from time to time the waves
were alarming. There was a moment when
we thought our last hour had come: two or
three times the boat was violently raised several
feet above the usual level and then cast with the
same fury into an abyss ready to swallow us up;
a prayer for help suggested itself instinctively.
But the boatman, not understanding this

language, hauled down the sail and cried: “Stop!
let no one move!” and we, holding on to each
other with one hand, with the other gripped
the side of the boat to prevent ourselves being
thrown out by the violence of the waves; shut-
ting our eyes so as not to see the abyss which
every moment threatened to engulf us, we
commended ourselves silently to God.

Fortunately it was only a local storm, caused
by the meeting of the winds at that place, and
after passing it, calm returned.

We gave thanks to God for delivering us from
this peril, and it was not the only one, for three
times the same day we were Ollthe point of being
upset by the waves,, but we escaped each time
thanks to Providence and to the imperturbabi-
lity of our boatman, who, impassible, crouching
on the prow of our little boat with the sail
iopes in his hand issued hiscommands with the
steadiness of an admiral, peremptorily requiring
the help of one or other of the passagers.

All at once the wind ceased and the boat re-
mained motionless under a burning sun.

— “To-night it seems we shall have to remain
on the river” — said the pilot.

Such a prospect was anything but cheerful...
A whole night motionless on the river! Besides
other inconveniences there was the danger of
pirates, who certainly would not fail to observe
our situation.

Therefore after a short consultation we de-
cided to change our route. By labouring
at the oars the boat was rowed into a somewhat
narrow channel, and the scene became grotes-
que.

On reaching this channel the boatman and
his wife jumped into the water and attaching
ropes to the boat they ascended the bank and
dragged the boat along like oxen drawing a
cart... For eight long hours we had to put up
with this wretched method of transport, expe-
riencing the vagaries of Chinese navigation!

On landing we could scaicely stand from
cramp and stiffness. We had, nevertheless,,
still a four hours’ walk before us, so that it
was ten o’clock at night when we reached the
Christian settlement.

Notwithstanding the lateness of the hour
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and the darkness of the night, the news of the
missionary’s arrival spread inmediately and
whilst the Christians came gladly to welcome us,
the pagans angrily assembled in the temple of
their ancestors and began to beat the tom-tom
and fire off bombs and guns as is their custom
when they wish to frighten away pirates.

Evidently they wished to.frighten me and
make me retire; the Christians themselves were
alarmed, but when they saw me perfectly tran-
quil and undisturbed, they were reassured; we
laughed at their simplicity and after some re-
freshment we went to bed.

In the morning after examining the state of
affairs | decided to go up the river to refer the
matters in dispute to the mandarin of the chief
town and it was thus | decided to go to Seak-
Kei (Heung-Shan).

The journey, it is unnecessary to state, if not
on foot, must be by boat.

This time there was no question of sails, oars,
or ropes; civilization was represented by ma-
chinery and the vessel was propelled by a pad-
dle-wheel which,, in its turn, was set in motion
by eight men walking ovei it! There were also
all modern conveniences, beds for sleeping, a
dining-room, smoking-room etc. etc.

The boat indeed was barely ten feet in height
and was divided in three compartments, the
lowest, the hold for ballast and goods, and the
other two, not three and a half feet high, one
reserved for men, the other for women; the pigs,
fowls and geese (of which there were a great
number) like privileged beings were under cover.

Here therefore, each in his own compartment
chooses the position which pleases him best,
lays down a mat and seats himself or reclines
Oll it; and here also if he wishes, he eats,
smokes, plays, takes off his shoes, hisjacket, etc.
etc. without by your leave! | beg your -pardon!
Every one is free and no one is astonished at
anything. Is not this the height of comfort?
How troublesome are the trammels of etiquette!
| sought out a corner where | settled myself as
well as | could. It was seven o’clock in the
morning. | had scarcely entered when | found
all eyes fixed on me with wonder and admira-
tion. After a while one of the more polite ap-
proached and began a conversation.

W hat chiefly took their fancy was my long
nose and my thick beard.

— “Why have you, European devils,
long noses?”

— “And why have you, Chinese devils, such
short ones?”

My reply made them reflect on their want of
politeness, and afterwards they were satisfied
with calling me: “the foreign gentleman.”

such
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Meanwhile 1| perceived that my reply or
rather my question had disconcerted them so
much that their short nose appeared to be
lengthened. | left them in their perplexity for a
while and then with an air of gravity | began:

— “See! when we are little, our mother car-
ries us in her arms and from time to time, as a
mark of affection, pulls our nose; and thuB it
grows! On the contrary when you are infants,
you are fastened on your mother’s back, so
that when she walks or moves your nose knocks
against her back bone; and so it remains
short.”

If my first answer had amazed them, this
explanation caused them to stare with open
mouth.

— “Here is a foreigner,”
more learned than we are!”

— “It is most extraordinary!"

Curiosity increased and from the nose passed
on to the beard.

— “And why is your beard so long and thick,
whilst we Chinese have hardly any?”

I waited a little before answering and then
with a socratic air | enquired:

— “Which is the food you like best and eat
most frequently?”

— “Pork.”

—*“Very good”, | replied; "and do you
know which is the favourite and ordinary dish
for Europeans?”

— “What is it?”

— “Beef....”

— “Well?”

— “Well, do you not understand? Cattle
have a great deal of hair and the meat makes
the beard grow; pigs have little hair and that
is how your beard is so short and thin!...”

— “Eh... | did not think your knowledge was
so great... you must certainly have studied many
books...”

— “Yes.”

— “And can you read Chinese books?”

—:*Certainly!” and before they could hand
me one, | brought out my Chinese Catechism,
the only book | could read, and began gravely
to read it aloud.

This brought their admiration to the highest
pitch.

— “Is it possible that a foreigner knows our
letters? but this is a prodigy!...”

This is a sample of Chinese ideas. No foreign-
er can surpass the Chinese in knowledge and
the height of knowledge is to be able to read
the letters of the alphabet.

— “And tell us,” continued the enquirer;
“do you also know how to explain these letters?”

Such a question need cause no surprise A

said one, “who is
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Chinese learns parrot-like for three, four or
five years a certain number of letters without
concerning himself abouttheir meaning. Later
on if he wishes to remain in the school and has
money to pay the teacher, he goes Oll to study
the explanation of the same.

Meanwhile my questions gave me an op-
portunity to speak of religion and explain a lit-
tle of the catechism. They listened with mouths
open, astonished at the novelty... but with
what fruit? Ncque qui plantat, fieque qui ri-
gat... It may bear fruit later; the Chinese does
not advance by leaps and bounds. Perhaps
in four or five years he may look back upon
what he lias heard and seek out aMissionary to
be taught and to embrace what he now hears
out of curiosity. Such is the experience of the
older Alissionaries.

Arrival at Seak-Kei — Visit to the Mandarin —
— Alarming news — Arrival of the Revolution”
aries — The effects of the Revolution.

With such like conversations, a little sleep
and some refreshmentthe time passed less weari-
ly and we reached Seak-Kei at nine o’clock in
the evening.

I went directly to the little Mission house
and the catecliist, aghast at seeing me said,
after the first greeting:

— “Oh Father! however did you venture to
come here?”

—"Why?”

— "And do you not know that the country is
infested with robbers and that the revolutionary
Republicans are coming to take the city?”

— "All right”, I replied, "I have come for the
same purpose, but though my undertaking is
much more difficult than theirs, 1 hope to suc-
ceed in time.”

— "That is true” he replied laughing, and he
hastened at once to get me some food, after
which having returned thanks to God. | re-
tired to rest.

The following morning, seated in a sedan-chair
and followed by three others similarly carried,
| went to visit the Mandarin, who was very
amiable and made me many promises, which he
probably foresaw he would be unable to keep,
since from all parts came uncertain rumours
about the revolution.

— "They have already conquered the Soli-
tali.”

— "They are about to cross the borders of
Heung-Shan.”

— “They are going to attack Sin-Lam."

— “They have already taken it...”

But others said:
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— “No! those are not the revolutionaries, they
are brigands in disguise;.... Sin-Lam was attack-
ed by 400 brigands, who pillaged the principal
shops and carried off many women and children..
Now they are coming to Seak-Kei...”

— “They will certainly be here to-night...”

— “They will arrive tomorrow!”

These exaggerated accounts, minutely substan-
tiated, ended in a general alarm wiiich became
sheer consternation .

At the smallest unusual noise the gates of the
streets were closed, the houses were barricaded
and every one prepared to defend himself as
best he could.

Alarming details increased the panic; the
small band of police assembled, companies of
soldiers hurried by as if to attack an enemy;
the harbour was empty, for of the steamers
usually to be seen arriving at all hours from
Hong-Kong, Macao, Canton, and Kong Man, not
one was visible. Hence a thousand extraordi-
nary conjectures; the actual fact being that the
steamers had been forcibly taken by the revo-
lutionaries for the transport of troops.

Many of the Christians, in consternation at
the reports, not of the revolutionaries w'hose
coming was desired, but of the brigands whose
inglorious exploits wrere increasing in the neigh-
bourhood, assembled at the Mission-house to be
near the priest.

To reassure them, relying on the fair promises
of the mandarin | sent to ask for a guard wiiich
was graciously supplied. Ten soldiers came
and placed themselves as sentries round the
house, thus raising the courage of the Christians.

Many times during the day false alarms were
given and the smallest incident sufficed to in-
crease the general terror; the day passed in this
manner and the following night but few retir-
ed to rest.

In the morning the reports were still more
confusing.

— “The brigands are coming!... They will
burn the city!”

— “No, they are the revolutionaries!...”

— ““They are about to cross the river!... There

are four hundred!”

— “There are six hundred!”

~— "There are more than a thousand...”

In fact before long we heard some shots.
The revolutionar}7 troops had actually ar-
rived.

Concentrating first of all in Son-tak south of
Canton, where they liad important encounters
with the Imperialist troops, they afterwards
descended on Henng-Shan; they attacked first
the city of Sin-Sam in the North, then came down
to Nam-long and so on finally to Seak-Kei so
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as to enter the chief town, making themselves
Masters of the Western Gate.

The soldiers who were guarding it tried to
make some resistance, but a discharge of mus-
ketry from the opposing force stretched several
on the ground, whilst the rest fled. Fortuna-
tely these were the only victims on that day.

The military Mandarin tried to assemble his
forces to march against the revolutionaries, but
they refused, threatened, implored and finally
all fled to join the revolutionaries, so that the
poor man had to run and hide himself to save
his life.

Having seized the Western Gate, the revolu-
tionaries poured into the city, through the very
street where the Mission-house is situated.

The vague reports, previously disseminated,
the uncertainty still prevailing as to where
these men came from and what were their in-
tentions had increased the panic to such a de-
gree that after the first gun shots, the city re-
sembled a tomb. There was no one in the
streets.

Many Christians who, after hearing Mass,
had not ventured to return to their houses, at
this moment gathered round me and falling on
their knees, cried out:

Oh! Father, here we are! save us!
we are in fault, punish us yourself, but defend
us from the soldiers.

Their terror increased when they beheld the
picket of soldiers, who had been on guard, going
away!

I comforted them sending them to the Cha-
pel to pray; they obeyed and one of them in-
toned the Litany of the »Saints, to which all
responded with great devotion.

Meanwhile, from a post of observation, |
awaited events which, in my opinion, were not
so alarming.

In fact, not long after, a crier, marching in
front of the revolutionaries, called out:

— “Let no one be afraid, we are yoitr brethren
coming to deliver you from the slavery which
has for so long oppressed you! Be of good
cheer! Tomorrow rice and wood will be cheap,
justice will be loyally administered and evil
doers will be severely punished; rejoice and
fire off your guns.”

This announcement produced a magical ef-
fect. As the herald passed on his way, one
saw the doors opening and all rushing out, some
to buy fire-works, others to provide banners,
others applauding enthusiastically the multi-
coloured band passing by.

There were some who had already cut off the
pig-tail, others who had not, one liad a hat,
or a cap, or a small straw hat, others went bare-
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headed; | could not help laughing on seing one
with a priest’s berretta. Perhaps he had seen a
European (a priest of course) wearing one and
thought he had a right to wear it himself con-
vinced that he had thus mounted in the scale
of civilization; and to think that with us the
priest’s berretta is a mark of obscurantism!...

There were others who, over a pair of Chinese
trousers, wide to the knee, wore a swallow-tail
coat or overcoat. At that moment anything
European was a sign of civilization. The wea-
pons were of all sorts, resembling the spoils of
a rich museum.

The demeanour of the officials was truly
martial; for the most part they were young and
had spent some time in foreign countries.
Nearly all were lightly clad in klaki, adorned
with yellow ribbon; wearing a peaked cap, they
rode one on an ass, another on a horse, led by
two soldiers acting as grooms. But their atti-
tude was as of one on the look out for an am-
buscade at every step; they advanced with their
hands crossed in front, grasping two revolvers,
ready for use at any moment. Behind the re-
volutionary band came the mandarin's soldiers
on the way tying on the white band the symbol
of the revolution.

The Christians, taking confidence, also went
out to see to th ir houses, and they wished
me to send out and buy crackers.

If

— “No!” | replied, “that is not my busi-
ness...”

— “But you must, otherwise you will lose you
head or your property;..."

—*No!” | said, and | would not.

Meanwhile the revolutionaries, went round
the city and were everywhere received with
acclamations and the discharge of crackers by
the populace transported with joy.

In about an hour there came to the Mission
a picket of twenty soldiers who surrounded the
house. Several Christians came to warn me:

— “Oh! Father, it is just as we told you!...
You would not burn the crackers, and now the
soldiers have come to take vengeance on you.”

— “Wait a while,” | replied: and | went up
to the corporal who, saluting respectfully, hand-
ed me an order from the commander in which
he said that in the present change of govern-
ment fearing some scoundrel might attack the
catholic Mission-house, he had arranged that
twenty soldiers should always be O0ll guard
around it, until tranquillity was once more
restored in the city.

We had a good laugh at the fright of the
Christians; but it was not surprising; 011 such
occasions in China one must be prepared for
anything. Meanwhile | sent at once the ex-



SALESIAN BULLETIN 45

pression of my gratitude to the military com-
mander.

Even the military Mandarin got off easily,
for being pursued and discovered he was con-
ducted trembling before the conqueror who
spared his life on the condition of shouting:
“Long live the Revolution!” and wearing the
symbol thereof.

And what were the results of the change of
government? Perhaps the only one so far
was that the pigtail was cut off. On that very
day an edict was issued commanding every one
to cut it off; thus every shop became a barber’s
and scissors, razors, knives all were employed
with classical results! One had his head clean
shaved, another shaved all round had a tuft of
hair on the top of his head, another merely a
lock of hair in the front or at one side. It was
not a question of artistic hair-dressing; only a
very small charge was made.

The Government, to insure obedience to its
first order (beginnings are always important)
sent a troop of soldiers to the harbour and the
gates of the city. They were armed with large
scissors, so that all, entering or leaving without
having performed the sacred ceremony of the
tonsure, should have it done at once. Protests
were unavailing; at most the miserable appen-
dage was given back: "Here this is yours!”
they said pleasantly, "go in peace!” and the poor
creature to avoid insults was obliged to hold his
tongue and go away.

But this tranquillity did not last long. The
city having submitted and order being more
or less restored, the Governor of the Province re-
siding in Canton sent his representative to take
over the government of the city and the district,
but the commander of the troops refused, alleg-
ing Ins rights as conqueror. The troops also
were divided, taking sides for one or other party,
and from threats they came to a real battle. The
rebels ran to entrench themselves in various
parts of the city and the others prepared to
dislodge them; it was a dangerous underta-
king, the streets being very narrow and the
houses poorly constructed and unsuitable for
defence, so that bullets whistlitig from all sides
penetrated even private houses so that in
soldiers and citizens there were many deaths.
With alarm we heard from the Mission-house
the discharge of fire arms, the shouts of the
combatants and the piteous skrieks of the
wounded. The fight lasted from six o’clock
in the morning till about five in the afternoon
and ended with the complete victory of the Go-
vernment troops. Of the others some surren-
dered or took to flight, others were first taken
prisoners and then shot. The Commander of

of the rebels fled through the fields, but being
pursued and captured he was brought back to
the city where the victorious soldiers flinging
themselves upon him tore him to pieces and,
extracting 'his heart, carried it round the city
on a pike. His victory, in taking the city a few
days before, availed him but little!

The consolations of the
Children baptized —
baptism.

Missionary — Two

A piteous case — Another

Every thing being turned upside down, the
object of my visit could not be attained. Any
idea of preaching the Gospel at such a time was
not to be thought of. The minds of all were too
greatly perturbed. Nevertheless my presence
amongst the Christians did much good, keeping
up their courage and upholding the honour of the
flag.

— "See our Father has come in the midst of
danger, and risked his own life with us,” said
the Christians to the adherents of other sects.

"but what have your ministers done? not
one of them was to be seen.”

And this made a good impression even on the
pagans.

There were also other advantages; | was able
to assemble the Catechists of this mission com-
municating to them my plans for the evangeli-
zation of this neighbourhood and it seemed to
me that they were all animated with the best
dispositions.

I had also the consolation of gaining a few
souls.

My first consolation was the setting to rights
of a poor family where only the husband was
a Christian, and on account of his wretched con-
dition had not consented to his two little girls
being baptized, but kept them to sell to some rich
man who lent him money. Frightened by the
perils of those daj's and attracted by the kind-
ly words and help of the Missionary he ended
by refusing to carry out the previous agreements
made to the injury of the little girls and con-
sented to have them baptized, one being four
and the other eight years old. His wife also
has made up her mind to become a Christian
and is now learning the Catechism.

The sale of children is not rare in China, and
it is even done sometimes by Christian fathers;
where the faith has not taken deep root, these
have not the courage to resist when pressed by
want. Not long ago | came across a similar
lamentable case. Two poor sisters one twelve,
the other fifteen years of age, had learnt the
Christian Doctrine, but had not been baptized
because their Christian parents had sold them
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before they could be baptized. The poor crea-
tures, recognizing their sad state, came to me
weeping and begged of me to ransom them: —
"You will have us baptized, Father, and we will
be good Christians. You can place us where
yuo will, but oh! take us away from the infernal
house where we are staying.

Their ransom would have cost 500 francs each
and the Missionary, unfortunately, has not al-
ways the means for such expenditure. | en-
couraged them to hope, promising that I would
do my best, and they weeping, but with a ray
of hope in their hearts returned to their wretched
abode.

May the Lord inspire some good soul to help
the Missionary to snatch from the dragon’s
jaws these and other poor souls!...

Another curious case happened which gave
me much consolation. In similar disturbance
it happens sometimes that evil disposed per-
sons profit of them to rob and plunder.

One night a party of six or seven miscreants
attacked a shop near the Mission-house, think-
ing it would be easy to plunder it.

But they were mistaken; the owners of the
shop were well armed and falling upon the
aggressors repulsed them, killing one and wound-
ing several.  One youth, grievously wounded,
crawled to a neighbouring field and being un-

able to go further remained there the whole
night. Having heard of this, early in the morn-
ing | went there with the catechist, rendered

him some assistance and made him understand
that God had allowed this misfortune to hap-
pen to him in punishment of his evil deed, but
that this was not all; a far worse punishment
awaited him after death, unless from his heart
he asked pardon of God... a punishment which
would last for ever, without hope of remission.

The poor wretch stared at me and then burst
out crying:

— “1 know" he said amidst his sobs, "I know
that I have done wrong, but what must | do
now?”

The grace of God had touched him; perhaps
he had been allowed to go thus far so that he
might save his soul. He was then instructed
as far as was- possible and he received Baptism
with much emotion. Whilt he was being re-
moved to a kind of hospital, he expired on the
way...

Such were my adventures in my first visit to
the Capital of the District.

I have already returned there several times
and have been able to baptize several adults;
and we have also there several catechumens,
amongst whom is the teacher of the chief fami-
lies in the city.

BULLETIN

Through God’s grace an abundant harvest
is there being prepared. If we had the means
to found an Institute, how much good might
be done. How great a work could be done by
an Institute of religious women by the Holy
Childhood and by the training ofgirlsin all the
branches of female education!... The Protestants
have been there a long time and make pro-
selytes because they are well supplied with
money.

Make known our position and the needs of
this land to our excellent Cooperators and to-
gether with material assistance implore for us
the help of continual prayer.

I remain

Your obedient Son
l ouis Versiglia.'
Salesian Missionary.

Book {vlofice”.

The Irish Catholic Truth Society has increas-
ed its valuable series of penny editions by the
addition of But
a far more important publication just issued by
them, at the end of the year, is the The Catholic
Truth Annual.
the Congress held annually by the Catholic
Truth Society of Ireland, and contains the very

some interesting numbers.

This is principally a record of

valuable papers of the eminent speakers as well
as the speeches of the distinguished presidents of
the Assembly. The inaugural address by Fa-
ther Robert Kane S. J. is a brilliant piece of li-
terature on the vocation of the Celt, while the
papers read are eminently practical, and ably
treated.

1. The Catholic Truth Annual — »Sixpence.

2. Catholics and Social Action — by Fr.
Plater S. J., M. A. One Penny.

3. Links with the Past by M. J. O'Mullane
B. A. One Penny.

4. The Coming of the Children of Miledh,
by M. J. O’'Mullane. One Penny.

Catholic Truth Society, 24 Upper O’Connell
St. Dublin.




DEVOTION

to Qur Lady Help of Christians

Wec arc persuaded, that no aid but dial of Heaven can avail us in the sor-

rowful vicissitudes of our day, and that especially through the intercession of Her

who in every age has proved Herself the Help of Christians

The Co-operators are invited to practise some
particular act of devotion in honour of Our Lady
Help of Christians on the 24th of the month.
On that day special prayers are offered in the
Basilica for all the Co-operators, and their in-
tentions are particularly recommended at the
High Altar of the Church, before the world-
famed representation of the Queen of Heaven.
The idea is for a combined act of intercessory
prayer to be made recommending the general
and private intentions, and thus to consecrate
the 24th of each month as a sort of recurrence

of the feast-day on May 24th.

The History of the Devotion.

The Ven. Don Bosco was himself as surprised
as anyone to find how rapidly the devotion to
Our Lady was spreading, and how fruitful it

immediately became in its results. Turin,

Genoa, Bologna, Naples, Florence and Rome
were the chief cities, which having experienced
efficacy of the Queen of Heaven, were most
conspicuous for generosity, to her new Sanctuary
in return. But places quite remote from Turin,

such as Palermo, Vienna, Paris, London and
Berlin were soon joining in the intercession, and,

says the Veil. Don Bosco, | never heard of any

PIUS PP. X.

one having recourse to the Help of Christians
in vain. A spiritual or temporal favour, more
or less of signal importance, was always the re-
They

made their petitions, obtained their favours, and

sult of calling on this generous Mother.

sent thankofferings without any request or sug-
gestion whatever from me.

If you, dear Reader, should chance some day
to enter this church (since raised to the dignity
of a Basilica) you will see before you a pulpit of
good design and workmanship. A sick person
made a promise to the Help of Christians, and
The

The altar in the

her prayers were rewarded by her cure.
pulpit is her thank-offering.
chapel on the right is the thank-offering of a
Roman lady, who offered it in return for a fa-
vour granted. |If grave reasons of prudence
did not forbid it, | could supply names and ad-
dresses of persons in all directions who have
had recourse to the gracious help of Our Lady
Help of Christians. | can safely assert that
every corner, every brick of this sacred edifice
is a record of favours received through her in-
tercession. An impartial recorder will gather
these facts together, and when opportune, they
may serve to inform posterity of the wonders of

this devotion.
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GRACES and FAVOURS (©
N5

Belfast. — | had recommended a special in-
tention to Our Lady Help of Christians and
promised a thank-offering and publication of
the favour if granted. | now enclose an offer-
ing in thanksgiving and ask for publication of
the favour.

Dec. 1912.

*

&
British Guiana.— | enclose an offering for
a Mass in honour of Our Lady Help of Christians,
in thanksgiving for a great favour received after
making a Novena and a promise of publication
which | would ask you to do in the Bulletin.

Dec. 1912.

M. K.

° *
* %

Denaghadee. — | would ask you to publish
my thanksgiving for a favour received, and ask
the prayers for other special intentions, for which
I have promised a thank-offering, and publi-

cation in the Bulletin.
Mrs. Me. C.

which may be gained by Hie Co-operators.

The following plenary indulgences may be
gained by all the Co-operators who, having con- *
fessed and communicated shall make a visit
to a Church, or Public Chapel, or in the case
and pray

of communities a private chapel,

for the intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff.

Every month.

l. On any one particular day at the choice

of the Associate.

(1) In regard to these favours it is not intended to
attribute to them any higher authority or belief, than
that arising from certified human testimony.

PERMISSU SUPERIORUM.

BULLETIN
2. On the day when members shall make
the exercise for a happy death.

3. Whenever the Co-operators shall say five
tunes the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to
the Father for the welfare of Christendom, and
once the same prayers for the intentions of the
Holy Father, they may gain the Indulgences ol
the Stations of the Portiuncula, of
Jerusalem and of St. of Compostella;

in Rome,
James
these indulgences, moreover, areali applicableto
the Holy Soulsin Purgatory, and can be gained by
the Co-operators asoften as the prayers are said.

From February 15th to March 15th.

Feb. 22nd St. Peter’'s See at Antioch.

Mar. 7th Feast of the Most Precious Blood.
Mar. 14th Feast of the Seven Dolours of
Our Lady.

It must be borne in mind that the present
Holy Father has re-enjoined the daily recital of
the Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory be to the
Father for the intentions of the Sovereign Pon-
tiff, and also the invocation St. Francis of Sales,
pray for us. These prayers are the only ones
enjoined on the Salesian Co-operators at the time

fo their enrolment in the Third Order.

The prayers of the Associates are asked for
the repose of the souls of:
Frances Boylan, Dublin, Ireland.
John Alban Kilmartin, Belfast, Ireland.
Sr. Mary Kohrsch, Lanherne, England.

Teresa Clare Bell, Stratford, England.

— Gerent, GIUSEPPE GAMBINO — Turin, 1912

A.1.S. for the diffusion of the 'Goid Press’ — Corso Regina Margherita. 176.



BATTERSEft. LONDON. S, W.
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The main block of School Building fronts a large garden and lawn,
beyond which are the extra School-rooms and spacious Playground. The
I"ew School Chapel is situated between these sections. For extra playing-
grounds the Parks' Committee of the London County Council have given
special leave for play on allotted fields in the Park, which is close to
the School.

OBJECT Pr‘nc'Pa” object of the 5 chool 's 1° provide at a

moderate charge, a good Commercial and (general educa-
tion; at the same time the studies are adapted to give those boys who
may have a vocation to the ecclesiastical state a good groundwork in
their preliminary studies.

ace-pc The curriculum embraces the usual subjects included in

a Commercial and Classical education. The School is
appointed a centre for the 'Oxford Local Examinations, and with the syl-
labus of those examinatiogs as a basis, the $udies are suitable as a
preparation for the London Matriculation, Civil Service or a commercial
training. Book~k«Bping is taught in the forms, Type-writing being amon*
the extras. Piano and Violin may be taker).

AN

000
J\ Drill Instructor of the Grenadier Guards, from the Head-quarters
at Chelsea, visits the School twice a week for physical exercices.

Rt the end of the term a report on the conduct of each boy, with
the results of the last examination (morjthly or terminal), is forwarded to
parents or guardians.

The moral and religious care of the boys > one Ne chief interests
of the Salesian Fathers. The instruction in religious knowledge is guaranteed

by annual Diocesan Examinations. Our last year’s report is, we believe,
entirely reassuring on this head:

I was very much pleased with this School. Every class has keen
thoroughly well taught. J\n excellent 5 chool.

a. E. Whereat. O. D.

& Peter, Bishop of Southwark.

Apply to the Very Rev. C. B. MACEY.



History of the Ven. Don Bosco’s

EARLY APOSTOLATE.

The notice of readers is called to a volume recently issued by the Salesian
Press, Battersea, S. W. Although the Bulletin has now been circulated for
some sixteen years and has recorded the main events which have marked the
development of Don Bosco’'s work, there had been no really authoritative book
in English, which dealt in any complete way with the rise and growth of this
work on behalf of the young. The present volume while supplying this need
goes a good deal further, revealing many of the wonderful occurrences in the
life oi the Servant of God and filling gaps which were unavoidable in previous lives.

A recent issue of the Month says: A large and handsomely bound volume
comes to us from the Salesian Press, Battersea: viz: The History of Don Bosco’s
Early Apostolate- The life of the Venerable Founder is already familiar to
Catholic Readers in this country, but here we have an account written by a
friend and disciple, who himself lived with the holy man, and witnessed much
of what he relates. The story of the first twenty-five years of Don Bosco’s
apostolate is told in much detail, but it will be read with absorbing interest.
The Archbishop of Westminster points out in the Preface the chief lessons of
the career of the Ven. Servant of God.

The book is bound in Red Cloth, lettered back and front in gilt,
with a Photo of the Ven. Don Bosco as a frontispiece.

Orders may be directed to the Manager. Salesian Press, Bat-
tersea, S. W.

Single copies, cloth covers, Four Shillings.
Single copies, paper covers, Three Shillings and Sixpence.



