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THE VERY REV. DON ALBERA
= ~ ( S i I P E R I O R  G E N E R A i v ) =  —

T o  the A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S a l e s i a n  G o - o p e r a f o r s .

Go-operaior^,

N  the month of October 
1863, D on Bosco sent a 
small number o f  his sons 
to found the C ollege  of 
St. Charles at Mirabello, 

a  college which was transferred to 
Borgo San Martino in the year 1870. 
A t  the head of this small band was 
Don Michael Rua who was the; in 
his twenty-sixth year; and he who ¿ 
privileged to. address now in this 
letter, was ¿Rso amo ' .ose few Sa- 
lesians who left the Oratory to found 
the first Salesian School outside Turin, 
and to strive to emulate in a new 
centre the zeal and charity of our V en ­
erable Father and Founder.

W hich  o f  us had any idea that in 
the course o f  fifty years the Salesian 
Society would have had so rapid and 
extensive a development, and that the 
lowly writer o f  this letter would have 
been called by Divine Providence to 
rule its destinies, after Don Bosco and 
his first Successor. Y ou  must pardon 
me this little personal reminiscence, 
which convinces me o f  the gratitude 
due to A lm ighty  God, for none, 1 
think, better than the first Sons o f  Don 
Bosco, can form a true opinion o f  the 
wonders o f  Divine Providence in our 
regard.

A n d in truth with what incompa­
rable favours have we not been blessed, 
almost at every moment. I well re­
member Don Bosco’s confidence, un­

D s a r
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disturbed amid the hardest trials, and 
I seem to hear him now assuring us, 
as he did so often, o f  the great  in­
crease o f  his work. A n d  before his 
death the Society  had opened H ouses 
in many places, and through the A p o s t ­
olic zeal o f  M gr. Cagliero, and M gr. 
F agn an o his w ork had spread to far 
off missions. I have before my mind 
the daily zealous labours o f  our late 
lam ented D on Rua, copying  D on Bosco 
so exactly; and you know  how G o d  
rewarded this filial loyalty by increas­
ing the numbers o f  the H ouses five­
fold, while under his administration. 
A s  for myself, I cannot do less than 
state my conviction, as I have done on 
so m any occasions already, that the 
loving care o f  Divine Providence to­
wards us appears in even greater  abun­
dance, since the Society, notwithstand­
ing the unworthiness o f  the instruments, 
is still extending its A p osto lic  W o r k  
in both hemispheres.

*
* *

I cannot conceal from you, D ear 
Co-operators, the consolation I had in 
the month o f  March last, when I heard 
from the Provincials assembled here in 
Turin, o f  the continued and generous 
co-operation o f  our benefactors. Shortly 
afterwards I had personal p roof of 
it in my journeys through France, E n g ­
land, Belgium, Northern and Central 
Italy, for everyw here I was surrounded 
by numbers of zealous Co-operators of 
many classes and stations in life, all 
holding in veneration the name and 
memory o f  D on Bosco and D on Rua, 
and by whose aid I saw  so much 
prosperity and developm ent in our va ­
rious works and schools.

A gain  at V alsalice  where we re­
cently held the sixth general meeting 
o f  the Directors o f  your Association, 
the main impression certainly was that 
Divine Providence is still particularly

mindful of the W o r k  o f  Don Bosco, 
and for this plain reason that such 
constant and generous co-operation is 
ever visible.

A n d  why not also refer to that wave 
o f  sym pathy and respect which passed 
over the whole o f  Europe, at the sim­
ple announcement that the Successor 
of D on Bosco, as heir to the spirit of 
charity which animated him had opened 
the doors o f  our Institutes to the num­
bers o f  boys who were am ong the re­
fugees during the late w ar? A n d  why 
not also record the fame o f  Don Bosco, 
grow in g  even more yet, held up as a 
model in every m eeting that is held 
to consider the ways and means for 
bettering the people and especially the 
young?

N ow  these manifold attestations o f  
esteem and affection, these clear pledges 
o f  the continual and increasing favour 
in which the Salesian W o r k  is held, 
are to my mind, proofs of the assistance 
o f  heaven. In this w ay it becomes 
possible for the Sons o f  Don Bosco to 
undertake new works which will re­
dound to the g lo ry  o f  G od and the 
good of souls.

Résum é of 1912.

Last year was not without its addi­
tions to our list o f  H ouses and Festive  
Oratories. H is G race the Archbishop 
of Vercelli has been instrumental in 
erecting a N ew  Church and parish in 
that town, and this together with the 
Festive O ratory  attached he has handed 
over to the Salesians who are already 
administering it.

A t  Scihiggia, another grow in g  centre 
in the same diocese, the Salesians have 
been called to open a Festive Oratory, 
which is mainly due to the untiring ef­
forts o f  a  former pupil o f  Don Bosco.

A t  Vcrnsee in Istria (Austria H un­
gary) a. C o lle g e  for ecclesiastical voca-
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tions has been opened for Germ an 
ancl Austrian students, thus g iv in g  the 
School at Pe nango inore scope for its 
own work, since it previously combined 
its own with the German Students. T his  
new School also shows that that part 
o f  D o n  Bosco’s w ork which he founded 
for the cultivation o f  vocations is as 
prosperous as any other which he set 
on foot. N ot far from N ew  Y o r k  city,

at Port-Cliester another parish has been 
undertaken, which will deal mainly 
with the large numbers o f  Catholic 
emigrants o f  various nationalities.

In last March some Salesians went 
to Granada  in the state o f  Nicaragua, 
Central Am erica, where they took charge 
o f  the Public School, and have com ­
menced an Institute for the teachine 
o f  Trades. Passing over to China, we 
have re-opened the School for the C h i­
nese boys at Macao which was tem po­
rarily closed on account o f  the reli­

gious disturbances; but the Salesians 
who went from this school on its 
c losing to found a new mission at 
H eung-Shan  have been so successful 
that they are rem aining there and hope 
to gather in a large harvest o f  souls.

If  w e put beside these new works 
the great number o f  extensions to 
existing establishments, new churches 
and chapels, new workshops and other

constructions, it will be seen that the 
year has been one o f  great  activity 
and general development. T h e  Churches 
indeed should have special mention; 
that for instance o f  the Immaculate 
Conception at Puntarenas, demanded 
by the rapidly gro w in g  population of 
that recently constructed city, another 
to St. Joseph at M anga  in U ru g u a y; 
and a fine school Chapel, dedicated 
to our Patroness Our L ad y  H elp  of 
Christians, attached to the School at 
Battersea, London, in memory o f  the

W E R N S E E  ( A u s tr ia )  —  T h e  n e w  c o lle g e  ‘ M a r ia n u m ’ .
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twenty-fifth year of the Salesian W o r k  
in E ngland. Mention should also be 
made o f  the Festive  O ratory  opened 
at Talca in Chile under the patronage 
ol Father A n d re w  Beltram i, which 
shows that the fame o f  his sanctity is 
already carried far and wide; o f  the 
Church o f  O ur L ad y  Help o f  Christians 
at Conception in the same Republic; 
o f  the Institute o f  Don Bosco as well 
as the Church o f  the Immaculate C on ­
ception already mentioned in Puntare- 
n a s; the parish Church at Rawson, the 
Church of O ur L ad y Help o f  Christians 
at Cuy ab a in Matto Grosso; the new 
Church attached to the C o lle g e  oí St. 
Joachim at Pernambuco in Brazil;  con­
siderable advance has also been made 
with the two monumental Churches, 
one outside Barcelona , dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart, the other at F lo ­
rence dedicated to the H oly  F a ­
mily.

T o  all these you must add the enor­
mous expenses required to k e ep  so 
m any schools and Institutes in w orking 
order, the daily upkeep of which d e­
pend in g rea t  part on the generosity  
o f  the Co-operators ; there is also to 
be reckoned the missionary expedition 
which entails vast sums, in supplying 
necessary outfit and travelling expenses. 
A n d  while we are dealing with these 
topics, it is appropriate to add a word 
o f  admiration for the generous initia­
tive o f  His Em inence Cardinal Maffi, 
Archbishop of Pisa, on behalf  o f  his 
suburb o f  Pisa Marina. H is Em inence 
is building a Church for that grow ing 
neighbourhood, which is sorely in need 
o f  extra spiritual help. It is to be de­
dicated to the H elp  of Christians, and 
accordingly His Em inence decided that 
it should be placed in the charge o f  
the Sons o f  D o n  Bosco. W e  are all 
anxious that it should be speedily 
brought to completion, and are deter­
mined that no effort be spared to se­

cond the zealous generosity  o f  the 
Cardinal.

P roposals for 1913.

T h ere  are two things which I parti­
cularly desire to recom mend to you, 
to be accomplished during this year 
which G o d  is g iv in g  to us. Por three 
reasons it is a year to be remembered. 
First  it is the sixteenth centenary ot 
the g iv in g  o f  peace and liberty to the 
Church, by the official recognition o f  
Christianity, and o f  the essential inhe­
rent rights o f  Christian S ocie ty ; this 
was done by the proclamation issued 
by the Em peror Constantine at Milan 
in the year 313. Secondly  it is the 
fiftieth year o f  the establishment of 
our Society  outside Turin, or in other 
words the fiftieth year o f  its extension, 
since, in 1863, the first H ouse outside 
the city o f  the original'foundation, was 
established. T hird ly  it is the twenty- 
fifth year since the death o f  the V en. 
Don Bosco, who passed aw ay on Jan. 
3 1st 1888. A n y  one o f  these reasons 
would suffice to make the year a me­
morable one.

T o  commemorate the first o f  these 
events, the Co-operators should endea­
vour to establish more firmly in their 
souls the reign o f  Jesus Christ, in 
union with the celebrations which the 
Church will m ake to commemorate His 
triumph on earth. “ T h e  fundamental 
object of the Co-operators,”  wrote Don 
Bosco in his rule, “ is to strive after 
christian perfection for them selves” ; 
and the Ploly Father, referring to these 
recommendations says in his autograph 
to us o f  A u g u st  1 1 th, that all Co-oper­
ators should: “ strive to maintain and 
increase within themselves the true spirit 
o f  Our Lord Jesus Christ, by  means 
o f  their own sanctification, and through 
that they will afterwards be able to 
exert an influence over the young, to
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partake in the various activities on 
their behalf, to promote vocations, to 
assist in the diffusion o f  g oo d  literature, 
to the work of the Sunday Oratories, 
and the general establishment and 
culture o f  the spirit o f  love, obedience 
and devotion to the Church' 
and to the Sovereign  Pon­
tiff.’ '

' ‘It is quite a m istake,”  
observes that great  leader 
o f  the Co-operators, His 
Lordship M gr. Morganti, 
him self a past-studentof the 
O ratory, “ to think that Sa- 
lesian Co-operation consists 
entirely in helping others...
A  Co-operator who his neg­
ligent in his own sanctifi­
cation will think less o fth a t  
o f  others... A t  the most he 
might feel moved or carried 
a w ay  to some extent by the 
outward, physical necessi­
ties, but this would be a 
purely human philanthropy, 
not approaching in the least 
the supernatural charity 
which animated Don Bosco, 
and which he desired to be 
the informing spirit o f  his 
W o rk ,  and o f  the labours 
o f  the Co-operators. L et  it 
be then our first endeavour 
to put our own spiritual 
condition in order, if  there 
is need o f  so d o in g; to 
obtain more fervour for our 
practices o f  piety, to cultivate the virtues 
proper to our state, so that we may 
thus render ourselves capable o f  saving 
others.”

*
* *

In second place, as a memorial for 
the fiftieth year oí the expansion of 
our Society, and o f  the twenty-fifth 
anniversary o f  the death o f  our saintly

Founder, I would urge you most strongly, 
dear Co-operators, to g iv e  your aid more 
copiously to so many of our H ouses 
that stand in need o f  it. Our Festive  
Oratories, as they must be kept abreast 
o f  the times, and equipped with all the

means for their work am ong the young, 
are in constant need o f  support from 
benefactors. T h e  Schools which main­
tain many boys gratuitously depend 
upon your continual aid, so that the 
daily needs may be supplied. T he 
technical Schools for arts and trades, 
though they obtain certain returns for 
their work, must always be purchasing 
the latest machinery and appliances,

B A R C E L L O N A  (S p a in )  —  P a r t  o f  th e  ‘T i b i  d a b o ’ c h u r c h .
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so as not to fall behind; and as they 
are strictly schools the teaching and 
upkeep is very expensive. Even the 
collegiate schools, both boarding and 
day, have such modest fees that a great 
deal must be left to the charity o f  the 
Co-operators.

A n d  what shall I say o f  the Missions? 
In P atagonia  alone, fully twenty-five 
centres, containing anything between 
five hundred and three thousand people, 
only see  the Missionary once in two 
or three years, and are sorely in need 
o f  more regular religious care. In 
Ecuador the death o f  several zealous 
missionaries have brought down the 
numbers available for that needy quarter. 
In Matto G rosso the Bororo tribes are 
coming in to our missionary settlements 
asking for protection and shelter, but 
the missionaries are so few that they 
can neither superintend these large 
numbers of difficult subjects, nor pro­
vide for their indispensable needs. 
From China again they write to me 
that so much could be done if their 
pecuniary supplies were larger, and 
pointing out the absolute need for 
schools for boys and for girls who are 
without homes and friends.

Therefore, dear . Co-operators, you 
will feel called upon to exert your 
generosity  on behalf  o f  so many good 
works, and for so many schools and 
Institutes where the time and abilities 
o f  the Superiors are wholly taken up 
in solving the financial difficulties whichO
surround them.

Conclusion.

On our part we shall never be in 
the least indifferent to your g oo d  and 
charitable efforts. In the words of 
Don Bosco, “ all the Salesians, both 
priests and clerics, and the boys under 
their care offer daily  prayers for their 
benefactors”  the Divine aid and bless­

ing is asked  for you every day, for 
yourfamilies, your relations, your friends, 
your interests. W e  pray G od to pre­
serve  you in peace and concord, to 
gran t you health and happiness, to 
keep misfortunes far away, both in 
regard to things spiritual and things 
temporal. W e  pray that H e  may add 
to this the grace o f  final perseverance, 
and that your days o f  g oo d  works may 
close in a happy death. W e  shall be 
constantly grateful to you during life, 
and may G od hold ready for you the 
reward o f  the just  in heaven? M ay 
these holy desires and wishes, that I 
now transcribe, seated at the very table 
on which Don Bosco wrote his ever 
memorable words —  may they have, 
particularly in this year o f  many re­
collections, their fullest realisation.

I would ask you also to remember 
in your prayers him, who now has the 
privilege o f  professing himself,

Y o u r  obedient Servant 

D O I V  P A U I y  A L B E R A .

o c ta n t  } t o t \ c e
TO CO-OPERATORS AND READERS

------- -----------------------

W e  be g  all  o u r  C o - o p e r a t o r s  

a n d  R e a d e r s  n o i  lo forge l  lhaf  the 

p o s t a g e  for  a letter to Italy is 2 / 4  d, 

5  c en ts ;  a l m o s t  every d a y  w e  have  

to p a y  s u r c h a r g e s  on  letters.
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The Jubilee of Our Work in England.
^ E x W zljjC ith  the 24th of last N ovem ber, 

m H 111H.w t -*iere Passed aw ay  th e first quart- 
er 0f a  cen tu ry ’s w ork of the Sa- 

lesians in E ngland. T w en ty-five years seems 
a considerable period, if w e regard it  as a span 
of years in th e life of an y one m an, or in a w ork 
of som e p rivate  nature ; b u t as a  p a rt of the 
history of a religious order it  is b u t a  passing 
phase and a stepping stone to greater things. T he 
chief Orders of the C atholic Church are long­
standing institutions, h ave borne them selves 
securely over th e vicissitudes of tim e, h ave 
stood cen tury  a fter cen tury  as bulw arks both  to 
the Church and S tate, and h ave a long roll of 
fam ous deeds in th e archives of their history. 
In comparison w ith  s u c h , our w ork is m o­
dern in m any w ays. W e learn from  th e first 
page of this issue th a t  we are keeping th is year 
the fiftieth  anniversary of th e extension of our 
S ociety  beyond T u r in , th e tow n  of its birth. 
T h a t one fa ct shows th a t the Congregation 
founded b y  th e V en. D on Bosco is necessaiily 
v e ry  youn g, b u t it  is not for th a t reason th e less 
vigorous, or behind an y oth er in its w ork for 
the Church and for her children. T h e same 
fact reveals the reason w h y  so m any sections 
or provinces are keeping th eir Jubilee about 
the sam e tim e, for when D on  Bosco had train ed 
his subjects, he sent them  in various direc­
tions as Providence called, to  reproduce his 
w ork in other lands. W e m ay im agine it  to  be 
a repetition  of th e case of St. Ign atiu s sending 
liis priests of th e S ociety  into the various coun­
tries of Europe, to  Am erica, to In dia  and the 
E ast; and those doubtless w ho received their 
commission d irectly  from  him  thought them ­
selves m ore favoured th an  later arrivals. So too 
in our own case. “ H ap p y yo u  to  be so near the 
fountain-head,”  said a m em ber of an ancient 
religious order to  one of D on  B osco’s followers, 
and if a ctiv ity  and v ita lity  h ave been tru ly  said 
to be m arks of the Salesian Society, doubtless 
this nearness to  th e fountain-head has some­
thing to  do w ith  it.

T o  apply this to  our own case; i t  would be im ­
possible to  g ive an adequate idea of w h at is so 
briefly sum m ed up in the words: T h e first tw en ­
t y -fi v e  years of our W ork in E ngland. The 
beginning of a w ork  is n ot at all the sam e thing 
as carryin g it  on when all th e elem ents have 
been brought together, and com bined in such

a m anner as to  m ake them  productive. T he 
early  and te n tative efforts are slow in results; 
th e best m ust be m ade of w h a t th e moment 
supplies to  hand, and th us the first years of a 
w ell-established organisation are often, if not 
alw ays, m arked b y  greater an xiety , and less 
substantial returns than are afterw ards ex­
pected if not a lw ays realised.

D uring th e year 1912 w e frequently  referred 
in these colum ns to  the various forms of acti­
v ity  w hich h ave engaged the energies of the Sa- 
lesians during the period now closed. W e shall 
n ot refer to  them  here d irectly, for th e plain 
reason th a t the preacher in th e evening of the 
Jubilee celebrations grave a résumé of the work 
done, and w e shall print th a t account in extenso. 
I t  was announced th a t the festivities for N ov. 
the 24th would be presided over b y  H is E m i­
nence th e Cardinal Archbishop of W estm inster, 
but all the world know s th a t  he was detained at 
R om e longer than  w as a t first thought probable, 
for he had carefu lly  noted our Jubilee d a y  in his 
book of engagem ents. B u t his non-appearance 
on th a t occasion, though it  m eant, great disap­
pointm ent for the tim e, w ill be more th an  made 
up for, because his visit is b y  no means aban ­
doned, b u t on ly postponed.

T he Catholic Press of N ov. 29th gave generous 
space to  their notice of our Jubilee celebrations, 
and as i t  is hum an on such occasions to  ta k e  a 
partisan  view , w e shall g iv e  the account of the 
Catholic T im es foi th a t date.

“ T w en ty-five years h ave passed aw ay since 
the Salesian F ath ers com m enced their w ork at 
B attersea, and last S unday the S ilver Jubilee 
of the Mission w as solem nly celebrated. A  q u ait- 
er of a cen tury ago the first Salesian Fathers 
arrived to tak e  charge of the W est B attersea 
parish, being welcom ed b y  the R ev. Francis 
Bourne, now Cardinal A rchbishop of W estm in­
ster. These tw en ty-five  }rears have witnessed 
im portant changes in the Catholic life of W est 
B attersea. T he old iron Church has given  place 
to the present sta te ly  edifice opened in 1893, 
th e elementar}^ schools a t various periods have 
been enlarged, im proved and brought thoroughly 
up-to date, w hile th e Salesian School has grown 
from  practically  nothing to  th e existin g im po­
sing buildings in  Surrey L an e w here nearly 
tw o hundred boys receive a secondary education.

A ll this has been accom plished quietly, tho­



8 SA LESI AN BULLETIN

roughly, and a t the cost of no little  self-sacrifice 
on the p a rt of th e V e ry  R ev. C. 13. M acey and 
those privileged to  serve under him.

B y  a happ y co-incidence a  Catholic M ayor 
was elected for th e Borough of B attersea a few 
days previously, and w as enabled to take part 
in th e jubilee festivities a t the Church of the S a­
cred H eart. A  large gathering assembled at the 
H igh  Mass. A t  ten o'clock, the M ayor w ith 
whom  were th e Tow n  Clerk and m an y Council­
lors w alked in procession to th e Church.

H . E . Cardinal Bourne and H is Lordship 
Bishop Am igo had arranged to  be present du­
ring th e day, b u t were prevented b y  their con­
tinued sta y  in Rome. T he V ery  Fr. Provincial 
was the celebrant, and he w as assisted b y  the 
Superior, th e V ery  R ev. C. B . M arcey as D ea­
con, and F ath er Jones as Sub-deacon. The 
choii rendered the m usic effectively  under the 
conductorship of F ath er R abagliati, Fr. Couche 
being at the Organ.

F ath er K e lly , who preached in th e morning, 
regretted the absence of the Cardinal and of 
H is Lordship the Bishop, w ho were, he said, 
detained in Rom e on im p oitan t business. T o 
the M ayor and to  the officers of th e Council he 
tendered h earty  than ks for adding by their pres­
ence to th e solemn d ign ity  of the silver Jubilee 
celebrations. T w en ty  five years ago, the first 
tw o Salesian priests, members of th e religious 
Congregation founded b y  the V enerable Don 
Bosco at T u rin  —  whose special w ork w as to  be 
education —  arrived in B attersea, and for every 
one of the years since th a t tim e it could be 
claim ed w ith  justice th a t som ething has been 
tem pted and som ething done.

Those w ho had witnessed the progress of the 
w ork would agree th a t there was every  reason 
to  m ake use of the words of the Psalm ist; “ This 
is the day which the Lord has m ade ; let us be 
glad and rejoice in it .”  In  all their w ork there 
was an unm istakable sign of the finger of G od."

In  the evening there w as another crowded 
congregation, and after Solem n Vespers, the 
R ev. F r. Cressey S.C. gave the discourse deal­
ing in particular w ith  th e period ju st term i­
nated. Preaching from  the words: The finger of 
God is here, he said: N o proverb is so often v e ­
rified as the one w hich says: ‘H e who sows in 
sorrow, reaps in jo y ', and particu larly  is th a t the 
case in the affairs of God. Sorrow  and trials, 
disappointm ent and opposition seem  to  be cha­
racteristic, a t  least in th e beginning, of the 
works done for God. T he D evil seems to scent 
danger, and he therefore declares w ar against 
those who would do G od’s w ork, and the result 
is trouble, an xiety , m isrepresentation and the 
like. B u t no m atter how great his efforts, no

m atter how insuperable the obstacles he brings 
forw ard, he cannot preven t the ultim ate success, 
the reaping, in jo y , for the “ F inger of God is 
here.”

H ow  true is th is in th e case of th e Christian 
Church. W h a t more powerful opposition could 
have been raised, w h at severer trials imposed, 
w h a t deeper sorrows could have been inflicted 
upon th e infant Church! Com pelled to  hide her 
head in the Catacom bs for a period of three 
hundred years, subject to  persecution after 
persecution, w ith  v e ry  brief in tervals of respite; 
her children tortured, burnt, sent to  their death 
in a  thousand different w ays. W ith  few  e x ­
ceptions, her Popes down to th e tim e of Constan­
tine w ere crowned w ith  m artyrdom . N ever­
theless the Church comes forth  the stronger for 
her sufferings, purified by her trials, victorious 
over her ancient foe.

O ften in the h istory of th e Church th e sam e 
sto ry  has been repeated on a different scale. 
W herever th e w o ik  of God is to  be accom plished, 
w henever God raises up some particular Servan t 
of H is to  carry out H is designs, the opening 
p ath  is beset w ith  thorns, and th ickets prevent 
any onward progress. B u t God does n ot fail 
His Servants; th e necessary assistance is forth­
com ing, and success follows a t length. So w as 
it  w ith  St. Teresa , St. Bernard, S t. Francis. 
T h e y  experienced great trials in the accom ­
plishm ent of their vocation . Y e t  in spite of op­
position, in spite of difficulties, in spite of d isap­
pointm ent, and even dangers, th e w ork gra ­
dually prospered, because th e y  w ere the instru­
m ents to  G od’s H and. T h e same process w as 
gone through in the beginning of our own Con­
gregation. Consider for a m om ent th e V en. 
D on Bosco a t his w ork am ong the boys of Turin . 
H is first attem p ts were a series of sore disap­
pointm ents, and culm inated in his n ot havin g 
a roof to  cover them  or a place in which even 
to gath er them  together. B u t gradually  th e 
scene w as changed; and as w as the experience 
of their V enerable Founder, so irr some degree 
w as th a t of the first band w hich cam e to  E n g ­
land tw enty-five years ago. Sent b y  his H o ­
liness the Pope to  establish their Congregation 
in E ngland, they found them selves alone in a 
land where they were stra n g ers—  w ith  scarcely 
a friend. B u t th ey  cam e to  do their m aster’s 
w ork —  to  tak e  part in the great religious revi­
va l in the land of their forefathers, and this 
thought gave them  courage.

N eed I te ll you  of all th  e difficulties th ey  had 
to  overcom e, of the hardships they had to endure 
during their early y  tars. T h ey  found nothing 
here b u t a dilapidated iron building, insuf­
ficient in every  respect and in a ve ry  unsatisfac-
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t o iy  condition. A fter some tim e in lodgings, 
their first perm anent dw elling w as in Orbel 
Street, th e ]>lace destined to  be the cradle of the 
Salesian  w ork in England.

Realising how necessary it  is for a parish to 
h ave an efficient school, the elem entary schools 
w ere extended and reorganised. A n d now it 
w as th a t havin g already done much foi the M is­
sion, atten tion  w as turned to  the developm ent 
of the House. Visions of »Salesian Colleges and 
Schools abroad rose up before their minds. 
T h e  desire to  do som ething of th e sam e nature 
in  E ngland  urged them  on, and so in v e ry  con-

all associations m ust be severed in the call to 
the apostleship of the far-off missions.

Passing to other works, it  has been said, and 
w ith  a great deal of truth, th a t it takes a  priest 
a life-tim e to build a Church, and considering 
the difficulties and debts th a t m any a priest has 
to  face, we can readily acquiesce in th e senti­
m ent. A n d y e t  during this period five Churches 
h ave been erected. T he beautifu l edifice in 
w hich we are assem bled, and w hich is one of 
the few consecrated Churches w hich London 
can claim , w as com pleted and opened in O cto­
ber 1S93. N ine years later th e Church at Farn-

fined premises the Salesian School w as started. 
Surely  a hum ble beginning, b u t one th a t  was 
destined to become a great work.

A  section of this scholastic w ork w as the 
A p osto lic  School —  in w hich ecclesiastical v o ­
cations were trained, and from  w hich m any, 
prom pted b y  th a t com m and of O ur Blessed 
Lord: “ Go y e  and teach all nations” , have gone 
forth on the work of evangelisation. On the 
burning plains of India, on th e dreary pam pas 
of Patagonia, in the far South, .in E g y p t, the 
F alk lan d  Islands all these have become the fields 
of labour of m any a one th a t was trained at 
Battersea. T he m otto of th e order has been 
realised in them : Da m ihi animas caetera lolle: 
G ive me souls and take all the rest. Father, 
m other, relations, all who are so dear to  them ,

borough w as opened. Then in 1905 erm o the 
Church of St. M ary M agdalene, E a st Hill, 
whose beautifu l interior is m uch adm ired. A gain  
a t C hertsey a Church has been provided, and 
also at th e Polish Mission in the E a st E nd c f 
London. Anel w hile enum erating ch u rch 's, 
mention should be m ade of the new College t ha- 
pel, dedicated to  Our Patroness the H elp of 
Christians w hich is the chief m em orial of the J u- 
bilee Y ear. T h is is certain ly  a great record and 
one w hich Was h ard ly  fore seen in th e early  years.

H ow ever at the risk of tiring you, I  m ust pro­
cede to enum erate other w orks and extensions. 
T he num ber of boys th a t now applied for ad­
mission to  the School increased year b y  year. 
N othing more could he done in the confined space 
a t the disposal of the Fathers, and it was alm ost

J
oswiçciM —  G e n e r a l p la n  o f th e  h o u s e .
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m iraculous th a t the site of th e present school 
was obtained in 1895. H ere then w as room  for 
expansion. H ere w as th e means for realising 
the hopes entertained eight years previously. 
In 1898, the first new w in g w as added to  the 
existing Su rrey  H ouse, and a corresponding, 
b u t larger one was built in 1902. This same 
year saw  the adven t of the D aughters of M ary 
H elp of Christians, and the school had now as­
sumed such proportions th a t their presence 
w as required to  fulfil m any long-felt needs. 
Self-sacrificing and unassum ing, th ey  have ac­
com plished a  great w ork, for the real w ork 
th a t counts is a lw ays w ithout obtrusion, w ith ­
out advertisem ent. And God has blessed them  
too. T h ey  have a N ovitia te  and School at 
Chertsey, and h ave been established a t Farn - 
borough, and have sent Sisters to  Am erica.

And y e t  w hile th e H ouse a t B attersea was 
going on w ith  its own extensions as the need 
arose, it  w as sending out its offshoots. A  
contingent from  B attersea  opened the School 
a t Cape Tow n; others w ere opened a t Farn- 
borough, E a st H ill, Chertsey, a N ovitia te  and 
Church a t Burw ash, the mission in E a st London; 
all these look to  B attersea as their Alm a Mater 
and to its D irector as their guide and friend.

A s we look back and see w hat has been done in 
a com paratively  short tim e, when we take tim e 
to  consider this evolution, th is changc. it is a 
natural question to put to ourselves: H ow has 
all this been done? W h a t means have been so 
effective? A n d th e answer comes in the words 
of th e te x t. The finger of God is  here. T he 
w ork w as placed under the protf-ction of the 
Sacred H eart of Jesus, b y  th e dedication of 
this Church, the first im portant work, and the 
Sacred H eart has had particular care of it. 
It has placed its blessing and seal 011 the 
labours of those who worked for it and brought
them  to  realisation......  T he thought th a t is
upperm ost in our minds therefore to-n ight is 
th a t of th an ksgivin g for th e favours of the 
past, of prayer and hope for the future. R e­
lyin g on the goodness of D ivin e Providence 
which has never failed us, let us look forward 
w ith confidence, and continue to  strive to co-o- 
perate in the salvation  of souls.

** *

D uring th e B enediction a solemn Te Deum  was 
sung, and th e blessing of the ^iost H o ly  S acra­
ment closed a day, m ade m em orable b y  the com ­
bined achievem ents of a quarter of a century

Modern P^eligiou5 Instruction.
In  the January issue of two years ago appeared 

an obituary notice of one of the long-standing 
chiefs of our society; one who wan- a tower of 
strength by the influence he wielded with all classes, 
and who was the more missed and grieved-jor when 
his loss occurred. F r. Bertello, the Economer- 
General of the Society was, a man of distinguished 
parts, talented in  the important undertakings in  
connection with our technical Schools, and gifted 
with literary powers of a high order. The follow­
ing paper, left by him in  the hands of a friend, 
deals with the first work to which Don Bosco set his 
hand, that of the Festive Oratories —  a work whose 
utility and necessity has made it the most successful 
of all the works of the Ven. Servant of God.

In  the narrative here reproduced, F r . Bertello 
is dealing primarily with the existing state of 
things in his own country, but is not the question 
of the Catholic youth a difficult, and all important 
one in  every country? The writer says:

L e t us provide for th e F a ith  of the young! 
T h ey  constitute the hope of the Church and of 
of the S ta te  in general, and the whole world 
runs the risk of becom ing barbarian again, or at

least P agan, because th e youn g are grow ing up 
in ignorance of Christian m axim s, out of the 
Church and even hostile to it. This is a truth  
to give us food for reflexion, one w e m ust ac­
count for, and see if a rem edy can be put to it.

T he clearest proofs of the fa ct exist. I  do 
not speak now of th e you n g men and boys of the 
very  poor; their thoughts are con stan tly  en gag­
ed in providing for their necessaries of life 
and som e few  m ateiial pleasures, and, envelop­
ed as it  were in  a dense and h ea vy  atm osphere, 
they do n ot see th e sk y  or catch  the rays cf 
the sun. Consider rather the boys of sixteen 
or eighteen, w ho frequent the higher Schools 
and technical institutes. T h ey  are clever and 
even of the best dispositions. T h ey  are learn­
ing languages, m athem atics and history; but 
question them  about religion. Jesus Christ, 
th ey  say, w as a great man to be placed along 
w ith Buddha, Confucius and Zoroaster, if they 
do not m ake him  to  be an im postor to be classed 
w ith  M ahom et. C hristianity th ey  treat as a 
superstition, not unlike so m any others th at have 
infested the human race; the P ap acy is the can­
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ker-w orm  of Ita ly . Thus th ey  give their opi­
nions, because thus it is tau gh t them  in their 
text-b oo ks, and from  th e m asters' chairs.

B u t if  their infidelity has n ot y e t reached this 
stage, th ey  are nevertheless quite ignorant in 
m atters of religion. A n d as th e y  do not know 
th e m axim s and teaching of R eligion,they cannot 
be expected to fulfil its requirem ents ; 
and although baptised w ith  the sign of 
Jesus Christ, th ey  live far rem oved fiom  
him, from the Sacram ents and from every  
sp iritu al influence.

A nd th a t conies about ve ry  naturally;
F  ides ex auditu, auditus autem fe r  verbum 
Christi. F a ith  com es b y  hearing, and 
hearing b y  the word of Christ. B u t where 
can  these unfortunate youths hear the 
w ord or teaching of Jesus Christ? In  the 
School pei haps? Religious instruction 
is banished from  the School, although it 
is allow ed to m ock and blasphem e God 
and Religion. Perhaps in their homes?
Alas, too few  is the num ber of homes 
w here there is a deep Christian spirit, to 
be able to form  the soul and spiritual life 
o f th e grow ing generations. A n d w h at 
of th e Church? B u t who is to  tak e  them  
there, when th e y  m uch prefer som e noisy 
gam e or loose am usem ent. A n d if they 
do go to  C h u ich  w ill they find th e instruc- 
tion  th ey  need, and the atten tion  their 
case demands?

A  great noise is m ade in public m eet­
ings and in the papers abou t religious in 
struction  in the Schools; and th a t is a 
good sign. I t  is a ligh t guaranteed b y  
the laws, b u t when shall w e get it  res­
pected in an y practical w ay ?

L ea vin g  aside the lyin g and calum nious 
p retexts about th e antagonism  between 
R eligion • and P atriotism , pretexts, on 
account of which the tim e appears to be far 
d istant when those responsible w ill actu ally  
do som ething to insist upon Religious 
In struction  in th e Schools, could the Schools 
g iv e  th e instruction w hich we demand?

W ho shall teach religion in th e Schools? 
Som e say: the m asters. B u t can there be found 
m any m asters nowadays, w ho have the know ­
ledge of and respect for religion, so th a t they 
could, w ith  exactness of doctrine, w ith  efficacy 
and conviction  and. exam ple im press upon 
you n g minds not only the knowledge, b u t the 
reverence and love due to  religion?

P u ttin g  aside every  other consideration, let 
us see whence come these m asters, to  whom 
good Christian parents are to  confide their dear­
est treasures, th a t is to  say  the souls of their

children. H enceforw ard in this country (i), 
w ith  all its  lavish  boasting of liberty, m asters 
cannot be recognised excep t b y  passing through 
th e so-called N orm al Schools, or through the 
U niversity. B u t there is no teaching of religion 
in these schools or universities, no syllabus drawn 
up of w hat the »Statute calls the ,S tate  Religion.

More than  tlia t. Is the teaching im parted in 
these Schools either b y  the Professors or b y  the 
text-books, catholic or Christian? And if the 
schools are rationalist, antichristian and im pious 
is it  to  be expected th a t m asters w ill com? forth 
trained in religious principles and knowledge, 
im bued w ith  their m axim s, and prepared to form 
the characters of catholic youth?

Others, again, say  th a t the religious instruc­
tion should be given  in the School, b u t by the 
priest. W ould to  God th a t in every  place 
the school m ight be open to th e priest, an object

(i) H oly is referred to.
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b y  no means easy of attainm ent; b u t notice the 
reason w h y  the less hostile are disposed to adm it 
the priest into the school.

The reason is (and it is openly maintained) 
th a t  th e so-called lib erty  of conscience of the 
m isters m ight be respected; w hich is equal to 
saying, th a t they m ust a lw ays be free to  b las­
pheme, to  boast their irréligion, to  teach atheism  
or D arw inism , or to calum niate th e Church and 
her teachings, and on the other hand to  applaud 
th e w icked and their deeds; and in such an a t­
m osphere and such surroundings w h a t is to b e­
come of the priests instruction and influence?

W e should indeed raise up our voice against 
it; w e should a gitate  to  have the schools put on a 
proper religious footing; w e should prevent the 
the higher schools from  dissem inating blasphe­
m y and im piety, b u t it  is a vain  illusion to hope 
t h  i t  a t  present the schools can raise up a Chri­
stian  generation.

Elsew here m ust be sought the m eans of sa­
v in g  th e Catholic you th , for if we still ta lk  of 
continuing our old m ethods, and do n ot set to 
w o ik  to  provide more suitable and successful 
means w e shall be repeating history, for while 
the interests of Rom e w ere being discussed 
Saguntum  w as being captured.

In  a  short tim e not on ly will th e teachers not 
be Catholic, for every  means is being taken 
to  pervert them , so th a t th ey  m ay in turn per­
ve rt others, b u t the fathers and m others of fa­
milies will n ot be catholics, and it  will becom e ne­
cessary to  convert society  from  its foundations.

God H im self, who raises up men for the hour 
and the need, when our unpropitious age was 
approaching inspired H is fa ithfu l Servan t Don 
Bosco w ith  idea of the F estive Oratories. I t  is 
a w ork of low ly appearance, b u t of sure efficacy in 
obtaining its end, to train  the youn g to  religion- 
and to good lives.

The F estiv e  O ratory is founded on a very  
hum an principle, and one th a t is supposed to 
be characteristic of our times: miscere utile 
dulci: to  unite the good and th e enjoyable, or 
to  m ix  am usem ent w ith  instruction: in other 
words to  bring about the effect th a t th e young 
shall not be taken to the Church b y  force nor 
b y  authority , and th a t instead of being kept 
a w a y  from  it b y  a hundred means, th ey  shall 
flock to  it of their own accord.

A  p lay  ground w here the you n g can have 
their games; where th ey  can go in for gym n astics 
and drill and other diversions suitable for 
their age; some occasional reward; a hall for 
stage-plays and recitations, and the you n g will 
flock to it  from all quarters. T he priest or the 
la y -n n n  m iy  gather them  round him, m ay 
join  in th eir games, a t  the same t im i encoura­

ging them  to  good, and forestalling any chance 
of evil.

A t  a given signal, the gam es are suspended, 
the flock divides up and proceeds in order to 
the Chapel or Church where instructions are g iv ­
en according to the various capacities, there is 
som e singing, som e prayers and B enediction, 
and then the gam-rs are resumed. A t  suitable 
tim ’ S the O ratory has its I'east-d ays and the 
boys are prepared for the Sacram ents, which 
they approach v e ry  w illingly and are m oved 
b y  good exam ple. T he O ratory, b y  degrees, 
becom es the b o y ’s second home; his thoughts 
turn n atu ra lly  to  it, he speaks of it  to others 
and he looks forw ard to the Su n d ay and its 
pious though agreeable practices.

A m id these sim ple pleasures he learns the 
chief doctrines of his faith, he forms the habit of 
the practice of Christian duties, he respects the 
priesthood and sacred things and learns how 
to  conduct him self w ith  regard to  others.

A t th e O ratory, too, some privileged souls 
obtain  th e grace of a vocation, ecclesiastical or 
religious, which m iv  m ature later on in the Se­
m inary or in the cloister. T he O ratory again 
is a centre of circulating Catholic libraries, for 
advanced classes in religious m atters, for social 
conferences, according to  particular needs.

T he O ratory, in short becom es a centre of ca­
tholic life, called for b y  the tim es, w ith ou t 
w hich in m any places all sentim ent of religion 
and m orality  would vanish.

I w ill finish b y  a word from  an auth ority  on 
the point, and b y  relating one fact. "H e w ho 
wishes to  regeirerate a tow n or district, D on  
Bosco used to  say, should ccm m ence b y  opeln- 
ing a good F estiv e  O ratory. B y  th a t you  w ill 
get the boys, educating them  to p ie ty  and good 
m orals, and b y  m eans of the children you  w ill 
get the parents, and the w a y  is opened for the 
influence of Religion to  penetrate the entire fa ­
m ily.”

The fa ct is this: In  a large suburb of Buenos 
Aires, im piety and irréligion had reached such 
a pitch, th a t it  was b y  no means safe for a priest 
to enter the neighbourhood. T he Salesian 
priest w ho first attem p ted  it, w as openly in­
sulted and ill-treated. T he F estiv e  O ratory 
w as established; once the diffidence of the boys 
w as overcom e, and the n ovelty  of the thing 
becam e known, the attendance rapidly increased.

A fter three years, the Archbishop, Mgr. 
Aneyros, w as able to go in trium ph through 
those v e ry  streets, am id the enthusiastic w el­
come of th e children, and the respectful sa luta­
tions of the adults.

T he F estiv e  O rato ry  had regenerated th e  
whole district.



London. Elsewhere in this issue we 
h ave given  at some length 

th e account òf the celebrations in the Church 
of the Sacred H eart, in connection w ith  the Ju ­
bilee of the Salesian work. This yea r w ill be 
the first of th e new series, and w e hope it  will 
usher in a period of prosperity. W ith  regard 
to th e Salesian School we have but to record, 
th a t the term  w inch closed at Christm as was 
one of unbroken scholastic w ork. If  the Ju­
bilee Celebrations had all been kept in N ovem ­
ber, there w ould h ave been a short break, but 
it  will be remembered th a t the School’s share in 
these festivities w as done during the v isit of 
the Superior General in th e early  p a rt of the 
year. H ow ever a grand m usical p la y  had been 
prepared, and it  would have constituted one 
of th e chief item s for the Jubilee in N ovem ber, 
had not H is E m inence the Cardinal been de­
tained abroad. H ow ever it  w as only postponed 
a week or tw o, and was given  on the M onday 
after the F east of the Im m aculate Conception, 
and as a part of the celebration of th a t festival. 
I t  w as declared a great success and achieved 
popularity im m ediately, and deservedly so. 
T he play was repeated on the following M onday 
before a large audience of the friends and 
parents of the students, and m any of the Clergy 
of the neighbourhood.

Just before th e closing of the te im  the exa ­
m inations were given, and there w as a distri­
bution  of the certificates to those who were suc­
cessful at the O xford L ocal exam inations. 
E a r ly  this m onth classes w ill be resumed and 
scholastic w ork will be in full swing. D uring 
the m onth of Jan uary, is held the annual Reu­
nion of the M em bers of the Old B o ys’ A ssocia­
tion, and in connection w ith  it  there is the issue 
o f the School M agazine, which gives a record 
of the life of the school, and the doings of the 
p a st students, for the benefit of all who are in 
touch w ith  the Salesian School, whether as 
past-students, present-pupils or friends.

&

e a p e  Tow n. A  v e ry  interesting m agazine 
or annual report has been 

sent to us from  Our In stitute of A rts and T ra ­

des at Cape Tow n, and although not v e ry  bulky, 
the edition is a very  creditable specim en of 
the output of the P rin ting D epartm ent of the 
School. The news of th e In stitute is given  as 
follows: O ur Benefactors, and P ast Pupils 
will doubtless welcom e som e signs of life, em an­
ating from  the fine building, which D ivine Pro­
vidence, by m eans of the generous ch arity  of 
m any friends and Co-operators, has at last en­
abled the Salesians to  build  in Som erset Road. 
It  is the Prom ised Land to us in more senses 
than  one. T h e view s obtainable from the upper 
storeys are tru ly  delightful. T able M ountain 
w ith  its wondrous and continual changes of 
scene rears itself up in the back-ground: now it 
is hidden behind angry storm  clouds, now envel­
oped in a thin  snow y veil, again bold and clearly 
outlined under the azure heavens. In  another 
direction the c ity  is seen sloping in picturesque 
terraces from  the m ountain-base to the w ater’s 
edge.

O u t to sea there is a continual view  of the wide- 
sweeping, crescent bay, whose deep blue waters 
merge on the far horizon, into th e boundless 
ocean. T he sight of the M ail Steam er on 
T uesday morning quickens th e desire to  hear 
from  friends and benefactors in other countries.

T he N ew  H ouse, we said, had been a Land 
of Prom ise, and to m ake the simile more exact, 
trials h ave been frequent. O ur P ast Pupils 
are fam iliar w ith some of them  and know how- 
hard they were to surm ount. There were first 
of all the m any obstacles to  the obtaining of 
the ground, b u t b y  the able assistance and in­
fluence of som e Catholic Members of P a r la ­
ment, chiefly the H on. A . W ilm ot, these obsta­
cles were overcome, and the site secured. There 
are how ever several problem s to be solved, the 
forem ost being a debt of over £. 8000. B u t 
D ivin e Providence w ill find some means of set­
tlin g  them.

In M arch 1910, the w ork of layin g the found­
ations was begun.

On Sunday afternoon of J u ly  31st of the 
sam e year, a distinguished gathering assembled, 
am ong them  being several Members of Parlia- 
m  nt. T he R ev. S. A . W elch. D. D . m ade a 
fine discourse and placed before the minds of
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his hearers, w ith  great cogency, the m any ad­
van tages to  be derived from a school like ours, 
w here tia d es are taugh t in all their branches. 
H is Lordship, the M ost R ev. D r. R ooney then 
solem nly blessed and fixed the w hite m arble 
corner stone.

*

* *

T he change from the old  house in B uiten kant 
S treet took place in the last w eek of M arch 
19 11, and although the new In stitu te  has only 
been inhabited about a year, several events 
h ave happened which w ill find a place in its 
future history.

M arch 25th was the d a y  011 which the B u ild ­
ing w as form ally  opened b y  Mrs. B otha, who 
w as attended by a large gathering of benefactors 
and friends am ong both  clergy and laity. “ M ay 
God bless this house, and crown w ith  success 
the efforts of those w ho labour w ithin its 
w alls ”  Such were the concluding words of 
Mrs. B o th a ’s good wishes. W e tru st th a t they 
have been in part already realised, for th e un­
dertakings and the w ork of the In stitu te  have 
been successful and m any difficulties have been 
overcom e during th e interval since elapsed. 
On A u g u st 31st 19 11 and the tw o following 
days the grand B azaar in aid of the In stitute 
w as held. T he P ast-P upils B and provided the 
music.

On Sept 23rd of th a t year, H is Lordship Dr. 
R ooney was th e guest of the School, for he was 
keeping his E piscopal Silver Jubilee. To our 
revered P astor the good wishes are again re­
peated, and the earnest desire th a t he m ay 
be spared A d  M ullos Annos. Their Lordships 
Bishop Sim on of N am aqualand, B ishop Gau- 
ghren of K im berley, and Mgr K e lly  V. G. were 
here on the same day.

In  N ov. 1 9 1 1, the In stitu te  had as its guests 
s ix  Salesians, who were on their w a y  to  the 
B elgian Congo. A  school of trades has already 
been begun at K atan g a, and th e Missionaries 
a ie  now train ing several n atives to  become car­
penters, tailors or mechanics. There is also a 
sm all class for w hite boys , and a night school 
for adult Colonists.

*

# #

The technical departm ents show their effi­
ciency b y  the m any aw ards th ey  gained in v a ­
rious com petitive E xh ib ition s. As far back 
as 1905 the School obtained, a t the Cape Town 
International E xhib ition , a Gold medal for 
Shoem aking, th e Governm ent P rize for Cabinet- 
ma.king, and a D iplom a for bookbinding.

In 1910 at the International Salesian E x ­
hibition at Turin, the Cape Tow n school obtain ­

ed : F irst Class H onourable M ention for P rin t­
ing, T hird  Class D iplom a for Tailoring, F irst 
Class H onourable M ention for Shoe-m aking, 
and H onour's D iplom a for Scholastic W oik .

T h is Y e a r ’s feast of Our L a d y  H elp  of Chr ist­
ians was kept w ith  more than  usual celebra­
tion, and there w as a  fine m eeting of past-pu- 
pils, whose D ram atic A m ateu r Club gave a 
clever entertainm ent in St. P ra trick ’s H all 
for the am usem ent of the School. In connection 
w ith the P ast Pupils it  m ay be m entioned th a t 
th ey  will have a good opportunity this yea r of 
showing their lo y a lty  to  their old school. One 
of the Salesians is going on a journey through 
the country to sp iead catholic literature, and 
to  prom ote the interests of the School. The 
K im b erley  P ast Pupils h ave already accorded 
him  a h earty  w clccm e and aided his un derta­
king. W e hope he will be eq u ally  successful 
in other towns.

One of the chief school events took place in 
A ugust and Septem ber. This w as the annual 
inspection of the T rad e D epartm ents, a report 
of which w ill be issued later. T he grow th of 
the School m ay be judged from th e num bers 
on the roll of late years. I11 1906, for exam ple 
there w as an average during the year of 72. 
This num ber has gradually  increased until last 
years th e average w as 94. O f the 217 boys w ho 
have le ft only tw e n ty  three were not fu lly  eq u ip­
ped w ith  a trade, as they had not been able to  
com plete their course of training. T he certi­
ficates given  to the boys on com pleting their 
course are recognised b y  the Cham ber of Com ­
merce and the heads of firms throughout the 
c o u n tiy .”

To th is report we have but to  add a w ord of 
congratulation  to all those who, a fter m uch en­
deavour and m any a d ifficulty, now behold the 
fruits of their labours. M ay the In stitu te  have, 
a t the close of 1913, a record of a successful 
and consoling year.

M alta. A p art from the W'ork of the 
Salesian School of S t. . P a ­

trick ’s, great efforts are being m ade to reach all 
classes of the boys in the Island, and th is is 
being done through the w'oik of the Sunday 
or F estive Oratories. Speaking of one of these 
Oratories th e Malta says: On Sunday N ov. 
10th when Strada Reale w as full of people, 
the m artial notes of m usic and a long line of 
boys drew th e attention  of the passers-by. W a ­
vin g here and there in th e ranks wjere six  large 
banners of various associations, and borne aloft 
in front of all wfas the one named: Salesian Ora-
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tory , Sliem a. (Malta). Y e t  this great com pany 
of boys represented b u t a part of the numbers 
th a t frequent the O ratory; for it had only the 
tw o hundred m ost deserving, who were out for 
their holiday as a reward.

T he journey w as com m enced b y  a v isit to  the 
M arquis M attei, who had, a t great expense, pro­
vided th e new instrum ents for all the band, 
which was p layin g for the first tim e in public on 
this occasion. T he boys then w ent 011 to the 
steam er to  reach M isida, and had the ad van ­
tage of their band to  enliven the sail.

T h e  F e a s t  o f  s t  One o t the principal feasts in 
F r a n c i s  or S a i e s ,  the Calendar of th e Saints, 

the 29th of Jan uary is of yet 
greater significance to  our S ociety and its Co-o- 
perators. E ven  before the name of the Sain t 
was definitely attach ed to th e Sons of Don 
Bosco, the la tter had m ade th e occurrence of 
the F ea st a d ay  for th e m eetings of his assistants 
when they m ight consider the prospects of the 
N ew  Y e a r  w hich had ju st begun . T he Assem -

S A N T I A G O  (C h ile )  —  M e e t in g  o f  P a s t-  p u p ils .

From  Misida th e festive band w ent to Stam - 
run, near the In stitu te  of th e L ittle  Sisters of 
the Poor, w here an arranged program m e of 
m usic w as gone through for the benefit of the 
inm ates of the In stitute. Here also th e boys 
had refreshm ents, and b y  this tim e m any of the 
Clergy, and their own Superiors, and m any 
prom oters of the O rato ry  had joined the m erry­
m akers. A fter  this the p a rty  w as conveyed by 
electric cars to  Porte Reale, whence the boys 
m arched to the P alazzo Caraffa, where a  cine­
m atograph exhibition  com pleted the d ays en­
tertainm ent. On their w ay back  to the O ratory 
the boys stopped at the house of Com m enda­
tore A . M. Galea to give three cheers for the 
f-r«! Tx'iicfactor of the Salesian O rato ry  in 
Aialta.

b ly  gathered in his first Church, th a t of St. 
Francis of Sales, to  listen to  the wonders al­
ready accom plished, and the y e t  greater things 
th a t were to come. B u t all their w ork w as to 
be under the patronage of St. Francis of S a k s, 
the m odel w ho had, w ith  m arked success, com ­
bined the gentleness of interior sweetness and 
trust in God, w ith  continual labours and great 
achievem ents in H is sendee.

A m ong St. F ran cis’ chief virtu es is th a t of his 
entire self-devotion to  th e D ivin e W ill, and cer­
tain passages of his w ritings are unconscious 
autobiography. D escribing th e progress o f 
love b y  the path  of sacrifice, he says :

“ T he love of God, or conform ity to  the D ivin e 
pleasure can be practised either by h o ly  resig­
nation or holiest indifference. Resignation is
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practised  b y  effort or submission. W e would 
like better to  live  than to  die, b u t because God 
pleases th a t we should die, we acquiesce. W e 
w illin gly  w ould live  were it  H is pleasure, and 
even w ish it were H is pleasure. W e die w il­
lingly b u t still m oie w illingly would live. R é­
signai ion prefers God before other things, yet 
loves m an y other things besides H is W ill. B u t 
indifference is higher than resignation because 
it  loves nothing, excep t for love of the D ivine 
W ill. W h a t m atters it  to  me th en , w hether the 
D ivin e W ill be offered to  me in tribulation  or in 
consolation, since in either I w ill look only for 
th e D ivine W ill, and ï  shall discern it  all the 
more readily if, in  th e th in g offered, there be no 
b ea u ty  save th a t belonging to th e m ost holy and 
good pleasure of God? W hen I  w an t only pure 
w ater, w hat is it  to m e whether it  be brought in 
a golden or glass vessel? I shall drink nothing 
b u t w ater from  either ; and because glass lias 
no colour b u t th a t the w ater gives it, I  like it the 
better of the two, b u t o n ly  for th is reason that 
I see the w ater better in it .”

H ow ever he at once points out th a t tliis 
subliine indifference to  events does not prevent 
energetic action w here.,it is a d u ty .”  “ W hile 
G od’s ' good pleasure is unknown to us,”  St. 
Francis continues, “ all we can do is to  attach  
ourselves, w ith  a li our strength, to  H is W ill, 
m anifested or signified to us. B u t H is pleasure 
becom ing apparent we m ust th a t v e ry  instant 
fall into our place of loving obedience. M y 
m other or 1 m ay be ill in bed. H ow  I know  
w hether it be the will of God th a t death shall 
follow? I Certainly cannot know, b u t I can and 
do know, th a t while I aw ait th e even t ordain­
ed by H is good pleasure, I ought, according to 
H is declared W ill, to  em ploy ev ery  rem edy to 
cure the sickness. B u t should it be H is Good 
W ill th a t the sickness prove stronger than the 
remedies, and it conquers b y  bringing death, 
the very  m om ent th a t even t has certified me of 
H is good pleasure, I w ill lovin gly acquiesce.”  

N o one knew  the practice of these doctrines 
better than  St. F ran cis, and like him, true resig­
nation is certain ly a characteristic of the 
eventful career of D on Bosco. I t  is a lesson 
we m ust all learn, and St. Francis regards it 
as of prime im portance to  all th a t w alk  along 
th e path  of sanctification.

I fems in Brief.

A t O sw içcim  in A u stria  large extensions have 
been m ade to  the Salesian Institute,, already 
so prosperous. T h e Prince Bishop of Cracow 
perform ed th e inaugurating cerem ony, and the 
new Schools have the sanction of th e governm ent 
and the co-operation of the C ivil A uthorities 
of the town.

A t  San tiago in Chile,where the Salesian School 
has long been flourishing, there w as recently 
held a m eeting of the P ast students, w ho were 
havin g a new banner blessed b y  H is Lordship 
the Bishop. The latter was the guest of the 
School for the occasion.

*
* *

For the first tim e, some Salesian Missionaries 
em barked on their long sea-voyage from the 
port of Trieste. U p to  the piesent, Marseilles, 
Barcelona, H avre, B ordeaux and Genoa had 
been alm ost exclu sively  the places for em barka­
tion. T he Salesian School in T rieste celebrat­
ed the occasion b y  an entertainm ent in hon­
our of the s ix  m issionaries w ho were destined 
some for India, and som e for China.

T he Salesian School a t Farnborough had 
its distribution of Prizes half-w ay during the 
last term , when H is Lordships the Bishop of 
Portsm outh, a forem ost patron of the School, 
presided a t the festivities. He stayed for a 
whole week-end, and ga v e  m any proofs of his 
unfaltering support to  the work of the Salesians. 
T he Superior, Fr. Sutherland S .C., issued a brief 
report, containing the successes obtained at the 
last exam inations, which revealed a h ighly 
prosperous state  of things. A pplication should 
l)e m ade at once for the few vacancies occurring 
at the new term.
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Amongst the Bororos of Matto Grosso.

A  V IS IT  T O  T H E  C O L O N IE S.

a M  E X C U R S I O N  T O  “ R I O  D f t S  M O R T E S ” .

R E C E P T I O N S  A N D  M A R R I A G E S .

D an iel th e  n eo p h ite . —  R e fo rm a tio n  o f  an 
a s s a s s in  —  T h e  retu rn  jo u r n e y . —  F ifty  
n e w  a r r iv a ls  a t  P a lm e ira s . —  C on clu sion .

^ T 'S T ’ he R ev. F ather P rovincial remained 
■ som e tim e longer in the Colony to  en-

courage our brethren in their daily 
labours am ongst the Indians w ith  whom  also 
he conversed quite freely. Am ongst others 
he ta lked  w ith D aniel our neophyte about 60 
years old. O f lo fty  stature, w ith  w rinkled fore­
head, b u t still robust and powerful, he m ay 
be recognized by his slow and faltering steps 
due to  his failing sight.

Com ing from  the shores of Rio das Mortes 
some years ago on account of the fever, he re­
m ained here w ith  his fam ily. H e w as a w idow ­
er and the father of four boys: A rthur, recently 
baptized  and married; Ignatius, who died in 
1909 at our A giicu ltu ral School of St. A n ton y, 
Coxipò da Ponte ; Innocent already an ap­
prentice in the Professional Schools of Cuyabà 
and a clever m em ber of the band; and M artin, 
a youn g lad, w ho recently m ade his F irst Com­
m union and whose fu tili e is m ost promising.

H ere it is com m only said: Religion enters by 
the mouth! and an exam ple, am ongst m any 
others, is th a t of D aniel who, com ing to  our 
house, and frequently receiving there food for 
him self and his children began to  connect this 
w ith  religion. H avin g alm ost en tiie ly  lost his 
sight, he wished to  live in our house w ith  his 
tw o younger sons, Innocent and M artin. He 
goes to H o ly  Mass, to  the prayers, the class, 
the m eals w ith  the boys, and observes exa ctly  
the sam e daily  routine as th ey  do.

The sm aller boys som etim es go for a w alk 
and return at the appointed hour w ith  grass for

the calves; there is then a pleasing scene, the 
m ore live ly  ones jum ping and shouting in the 
p a th  through the fields, and D aniel accom pa­
nies them  w alking slow ly, perhaps recalling to  
mind the far off days of lois own childhood. I f  
th ey  com e to  a rough place or a water-course 
th ey  call out —  " L e t  us w a it for D an iel” . And 
then th ey  sa y  to him: “ D aniel com e here, this 
is a bad, slippery place,”  —  and th ey  tak e  his 
hand and help him  across.

A fter supper when th e y  are en joyin g th e cool 
evening air, the little ones gather round him. 
— “ Tell us a s to ry ” , th e y  say.

— “ W hich? T h a t of the jaguar and the ta ­
pir?”

— “ Y es, yes”  th ey  exclaim  and in silence they 
listen to th e tale which n aturally  contains some 
superstitious ideas, so th a t frequently  when he 
is asked for another, the good man replies:

— “ Mine a ie  n ot good ones, those th a t w eie  
told  us b y  F ath er John (the zealous M issionary 
Fr. B álzola) abou t Jesus, and about Don Bosco; 
those were ve ry  interesting,”  and the ringing 
of th e bell puts an end to  the conveisation.

Our confrère Fr. A n ton y  Tonelli m ade use 
of him  for his collection of n ative songs and 
legends, and for more than a year lie has led an 
alm ost conventual life, desiring above all things 
to  hear about Jesus and M ary and our future 
destiny. Som etim es during an intim ate convei^a- 
tion w ith  the M issionary, he has been asked 
if he wished to  go to H eaven, and he replied: 

— “ The words and actions of the people do 
not please me, it is Jesus whom  I love!”

Some d ays before he received B aptism  he went 
tim idly to  the D irector of the Colon}', asking: 

— “ W ill F r. M alan m ake me a C hristian?”  
— “ Y e s”  w as the reply and he w ent aw ay  full 

of jo y . And lie w as baptized  w ith  th e other 
adults previously mentioned.

— “ N ow  th a t you  are a  Christian, D aniel, 
B oppe has gone aw ay and Jesus is w ith  you, is 
it  n ot so?”  said the P rovincial placing his hand 
on his shoulder.

— “ I am  a Christian, so I wish for a  Jesus 
like th a t”  —  pointing to  the Crucifix worn b y  th e 
M issionary. T he P rovincial assured him  th a t 
when he cam e again he would n ot forget.
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Another individual, of m edium  height, his 
hair cu t in th e n ative  fashion, w ith  a curly 
and suspicious look, w orking near th e house, 
seemed desirous of speaking to  th e Superior as 
as he passed by. O bserving th is the Superior 
ga v e  him  the opportunity.

This w as a troublesom e subject.
H avin g arrived w ith  th e first batch to settle 

in the Colony, his savage and unbearable con­
duct had frequently given  the poor M issionary 
a  bad quarter of an hour. B eing a t th a t tim e 
the on ly one who lived  w ith  tw o wom en, he had 
beeir discreetly adm onished b y  F r. M alan him ­
self to m end his evil w ays and live respectably, 
now th a t he w as w ith  the M issionaries. He ap ­
peared to be repentant, b u t after some months 
he w as worse than before, and this tim e he 
threatened to kill the second w om an, who 
had recourse to  th e M issionaries and was by 
them  sent to  the Sisters; then, as a last resource 
but in order to  preserve the necessary influence 
over the Indians, notice w as given to  th e Captain 
th at on account of his past and present conduct 
this man w as not be adm itted to  w ork along 
w ith  the others until further orders.

H ow ever, instead of m ending his w ays, he 
spent his tim e hunting and when he did n ot find 
an y wild anim als, he shot one of th e cattle, 
and having taken  a portion of th e m eat, left 
the rest for his friends w ho soon carried it  off; 
and m eanwhile, b y  the Indian women who 
w ent daily  to the Sisters' house, he sent word 
of his regrets, and false promises to  his unhappy 
com panion, w ho a t  last yielded and returned 
to him. B u t w hat w as the result? D uring 
the first w eek tilings w en t badly, and a t the end 
of the second a few inches of soil covered the 
coipse of the wom an.

W h at had happened? H avin g gone to the 
chase in the m orning, he returned at dusk, and 
gave her a piece of beef :

— “H ow  is th is?”  she said. “ O thers come 
back  w ith  a  tapir, a w ild  boar or a  jaguar and 
you  bring o n ly  beef or v e a l? ”

She had never spoken in this w a y  to him! 
L ik e  a tiger he rushed at her, threw  down the 
infant in her arms, plunged his knife three 
tim es into th e unhappy woman, and fled. T he 
M issionary, havin g been called, hastened to 
baptize her in  articulo mortis, and after a few 
hours she died.

The inhum an w retch, in despair, fled w ith  
the other w om an, w andering hither and thither 
a prey to  remorse. T he M issionary, m ade a 
solemn protest against such an a ct of b arbarity, 
and it  w as joined in b y  the Captains, who com ­
m unicated it  to the Indians, and th e y  inform ed 
th e assassin when he cam e to the village by

night to  learn w h at th e F ath er thought of him.
In  th e depths of the forest, a few  leagues from 

the Colony there is a hut. Here the Mission­
aries are in the habit of spending some days 
w ith  th e little  Indians to give them  a  diversion 
such as their nature demands; near this place 
the assassin had taken  refuge, b u t fled on hear­
ing th e deafening clam our on the arrival of the 
joyous band, as he feared th a t som e one was 
on his track.

The m issionary indeed, still had hopes of his re­
form ation and on ly rem ained so firm in his a tti­
tude so th a t the enorm ity of the crime m ight 
be im pressed upon all. A fter a year had elapsed 
the M issionary had an interview  w ith  the m ur­
derer at this hut, and as it  prom ised well, he 
ordered food to be taken there for th e use of the 
Indian.

A  year later his on ly son w as carried off by 
death. H e cam e therefore to  th e Colony for 
the funeral ceremonies.

Tw o years of this punishm ent appeared su f­
ficient, b u t he was not y e t adm itted  to  w ork 
w ith the others; this w as allowed on ly after 
another year, b y  w ay of am nesty on the occa­
sion of th e P rovin cial’s v isit and now w e see 
him desirous of speaking to  th e Visitor.

W h at did he w ant?
T o m ake a promise of am endm ent and to  ask 

to be adm itted  into the num ber of the drivers 
of the pack anim als carryin g goods from  C uyab à 
to  the Colony. H e w as given  som e hope of 
obtaining his desire.

A fter  the custom ary farew ell Fr. M alan set 
off for Sangradouro or the Colony of St. Joseph 
where, on the F east of th e Assum ption he in au ­
gurated  the Residence of th e D aughters of 
M ary H elp of Christians w ho are beginning to 
w ork in this new Mission field: for the first tim e 
in this Colony a m atrim onial union was legalized, 
the contracting parties being Fran cis U keki- 
gori and R ita  Okeghebo; both  are youn g and 
h avin g com pleted their course of religious in ­
struction, a happy union is anticipated.

From  here, after a few  days riding, he arrived 
at the new  native Colony of Palmeiras. T hree 
m onths earlier he had found there tw o fam ilies 
who rendered good service to  th e house and 
now there were already fifty  w ho had come to  
tak e  up their abode in th e Colony. T h ey  were 
not pleased, i t  is said, at the rum our th a t all 
th e Indians were to  be gathered together a t cer­
tain  colonial centres under secular control; b y  
no means w ould th e y  consent to  this, and there­
fore th e y  w ould not go to  the c ity  to  receive 
the gifts of th e authorities n ot w ishing to  be 
bound in an y w ay; and th ey  had com e to  P al­
meiras to  rem ain there to  labour in the fields
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and earn clothing for them selves. On account 
of the sm allness of the staff we were unw illing 
to adm it them , b u t as God had sent them  to  us, 
th ey  were accepted under certain  conditions, 
to w hich the greater num ber spontaneously 
agreed.

On the same d ay  nine infan ts belonging to 
these fam ilies were regenerated in the waters 
of Baptism : and the few , who did not w ish  to 
bind them selves, departed after a few  days.

And now, I have come to  the end of the

description. B efore concluding it, I beg of you 
in the nam e of the Superiors and confrèies of 
tli • Mission, to than k 011 our behalf our w orthy 
benefactors and all those who have a t heart the 
w elfare of our mission. W e know th e y  have 
great sym p ath y  w ith  us, and w e beg of them  
to show this sym path y b y  prayin g for th e diffu­
sion of the F aith  in these lands, hitherto plung­
ed in the shades of death.

Bless also this mission and a t the sam e time

Your obedient son in  Corde Jesu  

J o s e p h  M. P e s s i n a .

L A Y I N G  O F  T H E  F I R S T  S T O N E  

of the Church of M ary  Help of C h ristian s
a t  C u y a b á  (M a tto  G r o s s o , B r a z i l) .

On the pleasant hill side, near the Salesian 
College, was laid th e first Stone of the Sanctuary- 
m entioned in a previous number.

T he Archbishop Mgr. Charles d’Am our and 
H is E xcellen cy D r. Joachim  Augustus D a Costa

M arquez, th e President of the S tate, accom ­
panied b y  all the authorities and a la ig e  num ­
ber of people, w ent in procession to  the site of 
the cerem ony.

T h ey  were preceded b y  the m any-coloured 
banners of the boys of the F estive  O ratory, the 
boarders and externs of the Salesian In stitute 
of S. Gonzalo, th e boys from  the A gricu ltural 
School of S t. A n ton y  of C oxipó da Ponte, and 
lastly, b y  tw en ty-fou r Bororos also in uniform  
who were th e first workm en em ployed on the 
new church. T he Archbishop, vested pontifical- 
ly , followed, attended b y  the P rovincial Fr. 
M alan and the M issionary F r. B alzola, and as­
sisted by the F ath er P rovincial of th e F ran cis­
cans, the R ector of the Archiépiscopal Sem inary ;
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then cam e H is E xcellen cy the President of the 
S tate  w ith  his wife, attended b y  Secretaries of 
S tate, th e P resident of the Tribun al, th e In ten ­
dant General of the M unicipality, the Federal 
Judge, the Procurator General of th e S tate, the 
F iis t  M agistrate of the Capital, the Consul and 
other illustrious personages.

T h e circum ference of the future San ctuary 
w as m agnificently adorned w ith  banners and 
palm  branches. On the site of th e H igh A ltar 
a cross had been erected, in front of w hich was 
the excavation  for th e foundation stone.

The ritual prayers being ended, th e D irector 
of the College read th e procès verbal of the cere­
m ony, w hich was signed b y  all. the authorities, 
and the Archbishop w ith  the help of his assist­
ants and of tw o pow eifu l Bor oros placed the 
stone iu th e excavation  prepared for it.

A t once an altar was raised ovei it, where Fr. 
M alan celebrated H o ly  Mass, served b y  tw o 
Indians, the Archbishop assisting pontifically. 
The schola cantorum performed Perosi Tota 
Pulchra and th e R ev. Francis d ’A quino Correa, 
briefly recalling th e history of the devotion to 
O ur Blessed L ad y  in th e S tate  of M atto Glosso, 
implored the blessing of God 011 the new building.

A t th e m om ent of the elevation, w hilst all 
the flags were lowered and all present bowed 
down before Jesus in the Blessed Sacram ent, 
the band of the Salesian College intoned the N a­
tional H ym n  in hom age to the K in g  of kings, 
in whose hands rest the future of nations.

The length of the Church w ill be 120 feet b y  
52 feet in w idth. T he w ork done in one m onth 
b y  the tw enty-four Bororos astonished all those 
w ho took p a rt in the cerem ony.

A NEW CHAPEL.

A t Punta Arenas —  writes E l A  migo de la 
jamiglia —  a new chapel dedicated to the Im ­
m aculate Conception has been inaugurated. The 
cerem ony w as performed b y  the E cclesiastical 
Superior who m ade a ferven t appeal to the 
fa ithfu l to  appreciate the grandeur of the C a­
tholic Church and to profit of the facilities a f­
forded b y  the new chapel for the fulfilm ent of 
their religious duties. H igh Mass followed sung 
b y  the pupils of the College San José.

The new  chapel is a fresh proof of the zeal 
w ith  w hich our confrères provide religious fa ­
cilities in this populous city .

fl lilission of six ífíontijs in Patagonia.
On the is t  of M ay last year Fr. D om inic Mi- 

lanesio w rote to  the V ery  R ev. D on Albera:
“ M y labours in these last six m onths have been

specialty devoted to  th e benefit of the n atives, 
who are m uch more numerous than  was gene­
rally  supposed. T he following sum m ary w ill 
show how much good m ight be done b y  visiting 
t*:em more frequently. I visited  about 2000 
of them , and in m y opinion, these are n ot a 
ten th  part of the num ber livin g  in th e Southern 
T erritory  of the A rgentine R epublic. T h e 373 
sermons or instructions (some in Spanish and 
some in th e Indian language), of half an hour 
or an hour each, show clearly how m uch labour 
and toil m ust still be undergone to  bring them , 
b y  the grace of God, under the sw eet yoke of 
the F aith . T he sum m ary represents three 
distinct expeditions and each includes several 
Missions given  a t different places.

T h e to ta l results were: B aptism s 2000 —  
Confirm ations 426 —  Confessions 504 —  C om ­
m unions 532 —  M arriages 19 —  Instructions 
373 —  D istance travelled  1800 miles.

W hat the  M issionaries a re  doing.
Sister R osa Veneroni, directress of the H ouse 

of the D aughters of M ary H elp of Christians at 
P ort S tan ley  in the F alk lan d  Islands on the 
31st of Ju ly  last gave th e V ery  R ev. D on A lbera 
the follow ing particulars:

W recks in the neighbourhood of the F alk lan d  
Islands are of frequent occurrence. Som etim es 
there are three or four in succession at a tim e 
and am ongst the num bers th a t perish there are 
som e of our com patriots.

Som e yea is  ago a vessel of Castellam are, La 
Dora was wrecked, and w as saved b y  a m i­
racle, one m ay say, due to  the p iety  of the.crew. 
H a vin g  lost all hope of life th ey  all invoked 
th e Star 0j  the Sea and seemed to  be in stan tly  
transported from  Cabo de Hornos to  this shore, 
safe and sound (except one); here th ey  remained 
ten m onths for the repairs of their vessel. T h ey 
were all good Catholics, who du ing their s ta y  at 
P ort Stan ley, landed every  Su n d ay to attend 
the services in our Chapel and when th ey  spoke 
of the prodigy wrought b y  the Blessed V irgin  in 
their favou r their eyes filled w ith tears, so great 
was their heartfelt gratetude. M an y approached 
the H o ly  Sacram ents and had several Masses said.

D ivine Providence did not abandon them  
am id the English settlers of this island —  the 
poor creatures could not have m ade them selves 
understood, but the Salesian priest Fr. M igone 
w ho knows both Italian  and E nglish and de­
votes him self to  the care of the needy, becam ? 
their interpreter w ith  the civil and m aritim e 
authorities, and assisted them  from  the first 
day of their landing on these shores un til the 
day of their depaiture.
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N ow  another accident has occurred. An 
E nglish vessel the Criccietli C astle , returning 
from  Peru, was w recked and had to be aban­
doned w ith  a loss of £. 70,000 w orth  of guano.

T h e crew, 22 in num ber, and th e w ife and son 
of th e captain, got into tw o boats, seven in  the 
sm aller and seventeen in the larger. T h ey  
inten ded to  a tta ch  the sm all b oat to the large 
one and then m ake their w a y  to  these shores, 
b u t th ey  were overtaken  b y  th e darkness and 
lost sight of each  other. T h e sm all b oat w ith  
seven sailors w as lost and th e larger had a ter­
rible struggle against the w inds and w aves. T he 
poor creatures suffered from  h u n ge r, thirst, 
cold and the storm y w aves w hich ev ery  m o­
m ent threatened to  sw allow  them  up. Several 
swooned from  fear and weakness and did not 
regain their senses. Three died th e same d a y  
and others after som e d a ys of unspeakable 
sufferings. A fter eight d ays of agony on ly 
nine reached th e land, in a m iserable condition 
more dead than alive, w ith  nose, ears and hands 
frost-bitten. T h e y  were carried to  the hospital, 
where every  th in g possible w as done to  revive 
th e m , for th ey  appeared alm ost lifeless. 
A m ongst those w ho su rvived  w as a you n g man 
from  Ancona, w ho w as returning to his n ative 
lan d to  join  th e arm y, w ishing to  go to  th e war 
and fight for his country.

T h is poor fellow  h ad  his feet frost b itten ! 
H e suffered a great deal and th e doctors of S tan ­
ley  declared th a t his fa t m ust be am putated.

T he yo u th  could n ot resign him self to  this, 
b u t now he wishes it  to  be done speedily, be­
cause he suffers atrociously and fears to  lose 
his legs also. Y o u  can im agine his distress 
seeing him self in  such a state, far from  his fa ­
m ily, and in  the m idst of strangers who cannot 
understand his speech.

I need not sa y  th a t F r. M igone spares no 
pains in his efforts to  com fort the poor youth 
and the other sufferers...

From  the  diary oî a Leper.
T h e M essenger of the S. H eart of Jesus, p u b ­

lished in B ogotá, in  its issue of last June, gives 
the d iary  of a  leper wom an of A gu a de Dios, 
from  which w e h ave copied the following lines:

" ...  I  cannot restrain m y tears. O h m arvel­
lous charity! L a te ly , w ith  one of m y  old com ­
panions I visited  a  dying m an who w as living 
alone in  a solitary  spot, I do not th in k  he will 
be a live  tom orrow . H e to ld  me as a secret, a 
m arvel of charity . One of th e Salesians, du­
ring nine years, w ithout missing a single day, 
had gone to his poor hut, to  dress his wounds, 
to  m ake his bed and clean the room. T h e in ­
va lid  told  me besides, th a t th is  priest had the

patience of a saint and th a t he had rendered 
him  the m ost low ly services like a com m on ser­
van t: m any tim es he had forbidden him  to 
speak of such things, b u t he did not wish to  die 
w ith ou t relating them  to  som e one. —  A n d I 
th in k  I am justified in w riting this to the greater 
glory of God and of the Salesian Society.

“ If th is account is seen b y  others, m y readers 
m ay learn th a t there are here im itators of St. 
Peter Claver; and the w orld m ay know  w ho are 
these Salesians... O h if people only knew  their 
abnegation, their tenderness for the lepers!....”

W e do n ot know  who th is confrère is : but 
we ourselves could write a great deal in  praise 
of a ll the rest w ho are devotin g them selves to 
the care of the lepers.

w hich m ay  be g a in ed  by Hie C o -op era to rs.
The following plenary indulgences m ay be 

gained by all the Co-operators who, havin g con­
fessed and com m unicated shall m ake s visit 
to a Church, or P u blic  Chapel, or in the case 
of com m unities a p rivate  chapel, and pray 
for the intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff, 

tvery month.
1. On any one particular d ay  at th e choice 

of the Associate.
2. On the day when members shall m ake 

the exercise for a happy death.
3. W henever th e Co-operators shall say  five 

tunes the Our Father. Hail Mary and Glory be to 
the Father for the welfare of Christendom, and 
once th e  sam e prayers for th e intentions of the 
H oly Father, th ey  m ay gain the Indulgences oi 
th e Stations in Rome, of th e Portiuncula, of 
Jerusalem and of St. Jam es of Composteli a; 
these indulgences, moreover, areali applicable to  
the H oly Souls in Purgatory, and can be gained by 
th e Co-operators as often as th e prayers are said.

From J a n u a ry  15th to February  15th.
1. S t. P eter’s Chair a t R om e Jan. is t.
2. T h e H o ly  N am e of Jesus Jan, 20th.
3. T h e E spousals of Our L a d y  Jan. 23rd.
4. T h e Conversion of S t. P au l Jan. 25th.
5. S t. Fran cis of Sales, Jan. 29th
6. T he Purification of Our L a d y , Febr. 2nd.

I t  m ust be borne in mind th a t th e present 
H oly F ather has re-enjoined the d aily  recital of 
the Our Father, H ail Mary, and Glory be to the 
Father for the intentions of th e Sovereign  P on­
tiff, and also the invocation  St. Francis of Sales, 
pray for us. These prayers are the on ly ones 
enjoined ou th e Salesian Co-operators a t the tim e 
fo their enrolm ent in th e T hird 'O rder.
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D EV O T IO N

to Our L a d y  Help of Christians
W e  n r c  p e r s u a d e d ,  ( h a t  n o  a i d  b u t  t h a t  o f  H e a v e n  c a n  a v a i l  u s  in  t h e  s o r ­

r o w f u l  v i c i s s i t u d e s  e f  o u r  d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  H e r  

w h o  in  e v e r y  a g e  h a s  p r o v e d  H e r s e l f  t h e  H e l p  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .

P IU S P P . X .

W ith  every  new year, the devotion  to  Our 

L a d y  H elp of Christians becom es m ore w idely 

spread, and more abundant in rewards for its 

devotees. In eight different languages there 

are given  every  m onth in .these pages authentic 

records of favours received, and in  some issue 

there are over a hundred recorded ev ery  month. 

Y e t  even th is prodigious num ber on ly repre­

sents a fraction of th e innum erable favours, 

both spiritual and tem poral, so liberally  bestow ­

ed b y  th e Queen of H eaven , as she dispenses 

the never-ending bounties of her D ivine Son. 

L e t no one, says St. Bernard, lose confidence. 

H ow  m any after long w aitin g have been suc­

coured at last, while others are favoured w ith 

alm ost im m ediate response. W e cannot guess 

a t the secrets beyond us. W e know th a t faith 

and confidence have m uch to  do w ith  our 

prayers’ success, but the Mother of God will 

allow  for our weakness in this regard, and give 
us either the favour we ask  or the g ift of resigna­

tion.

D uring th is year we would recommend the 

Co-operators to  adopt the practice of m aking 

the 24th of every  m onth a day of devotion to 

Our L a d y  H elp  of Christians, as a perm anent re­

m em brance of the great things w hich have been 

accom plished on th at day, and as an occasion 

suitable for obtaining graces more readily.

** *
In confirm ation of the above recom m enda­

tions, we come .this m onth to th a t part of Don

B osco's narrative w hich deals w ith  the provid­

ing of the means for the S an ctu ary  of Our L a d y  

H elp of Christians, and w hich is v e ry  closely 

connected w ith  m any of the m ost extraordin ary 

occurrences in his wonderful life. Those, he 

says, w ho h ave heard of this San ctuary, desire 

to know  where th e large sums expended 011 it 

were gathered from. I find it  v e ry  difficult to 

answer th a t question to  m yself, and therefore 

still m ore difficult to  reply to others. I m ay say 

th a t several well-wishers had raised m y hopes 

in the com m encem ent; b u t when it  cam e to 

the practice they were not prepared to assist. 

Some w ealth y citizens, convinced of the need 

of the new  Church, m ade promises of substan ­

tia l aid, b u t subsequently determ ined th a t th ey  

could not do so. Others again had promised 

help, b u t th e y  first of all desired to  see the m ove­

m ent placed on w h at th ey  considered a surer 

basis, and to  see th e w ork a ctu ally  in progress.

W ith  th e offerings from  the H o ly  F ath er and 

from a certain  pious person it  was possible to  

acquire the land for building purposes, but 

nothing more; so th a t when arrangem ents were 

m ade for com m encing the actu al operations I 

had n ot a  penny to spend upon them . N ow 

we were in th is position; it  seemed clear, on the 

one hand, th a t th e Church w as needed, and 

would be for the greater glory of God, and y e t 
on the other w as th e absolute lack of means. 

Then it  becam e clear th a t the Queen of heaven 

desired her tru ly  d evout clients to com e for­

ward, and M ary H elp of Christians herself
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would show th a t as it  was her w ork, she would 

provide for its building: Aedificavit sibi domum 
Maria.

A ccordingly I  shall undertake to  narrate the 

events as th ey  happened, g iv in g  the e xa ct truth  
conscientiously, and the R eader m ust not be 

surprised if he finds th a t some p a rt is scarcely 

credible. The excavations were being m ade 

and the fortn ight was w earing on, a t th e end of 

which th e first instalm ent w as due for the p a y ­

m ent of the wages, and there were absolutely

no funds w hatever. H ow ever a m ost u n expect­

ed source of supply opened out of itself. Just 

a t th a t tim e I  w as called, apparently  in th e or­

dinary w a y, to  ta k e  the last Sacram ents to  a 

dyin g person. I found th a t she had been prac­

tica lly  unable to m ove for three months 

and w as extrem ely low from  fever and from 

internal disease. " I f  it  were possible,”  she 

said to  me, “ th a t I  should regain just a little  of 

m y health, I  should be ready to  m ake an y re­

turn, any sacrifice; it  would be th e greatest 

sure to  me, if I  could only g e t up from  m y bed. 

plea-
—  A n d w h a t do y o u  intend to do? I asked.

—  W hatever yo u  tell me.

—  Then m ake a  N o vena to  Our L a d y  H elp 

of Christians.
—  A n d w h at do you  m ean b y  that?

—  T h a t for nine d ays yo u  should recite three 

Our Fathers, three H ail Marys and three Glory 

be to the Father in honour of the Blessed Sacra­

m ent, and three tim es the H ail Holy Queen to  

the Blessed V irgin.

—  T h a t I  will do readily; and w h a t w ork of 

ch arity  shall I do?

—  If you  th in k  well, and if you  obtain  a  real

im provem ent of health, you should m ake an 

offering for th e Church of O ur L a d y  H elp  of Chri­

stians, w hich is ju st com m enced a t Valdocco.

—  Y e s  w illingly. I f  during this N ovena I 

shall be enabled on ly to g e t up from  m y bed and 

w alk  about the room  I w ill m ake an offering for 

the Church of which you  speak, in honour of 

O ur L a d y  H elp  of Christians.

T he N oven a w as com m enced, and its last day 

had already come; I  had to p a y  no less than  a 

thousand francs th a t evening to th e workm en. 

I set out therefore to  v is it the sick lady, in whose 

restoration to  health all m y resources lay, and 
n ot w ithout an xiety  and agitation  I ring the 

bell a t  her house. T h e m aid opened the door.
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and jo y fu lly  told  me th a t her m istress w as per­

fectly  cured, had already been out tw ice and 

had gone to  church to offer her thanks to God.

W hile th e m aid w as all excitem ent, telling 

m e this, the lad y herself cam e up and saluted 

me w ith  great joy; “ I  am  cured, I h ave been to 

th a n k  O ur L ady; com e I have put som ething 

b y  ready for you; i t  is m y first offering, b u t it 

w ill not be m y last. I  too k  the p acket and cam e 

home. T here I  counted the m oney and found 

th e e xa ct thousand francs th a t I  needed.

This fact, th e first of its  kind, I  k ep t a jealous 

secret, y e t  it  w as spread abroad w ith  the rapi­

d ity  of an electric current. Others and others 

recom m ended them selves to th e intercession 

of Our L a d y  H elp of Christians, th e y  promised 

an .offering and obtained their requests ; so 

th a t were I to  attem p t to  give a full account, an 

im mense volum e would be required. The 

m ost w onderful cures of all kinds were obtained, 

so th a t th e m eans were supplied to bring the 

erection of th e Church to  a successful term ina­

tion.
• (To be continued).

GRACES and FAVOURS W|
^ 5= —  -^ > < 0 - -  ~ = = g ^

L o n d o n . —  I  beg to  send m y  th an ksgivin g 
for obtaining a ve ry  sorely needed spiritual fa ­
vour, after prayers and promise of publication 
in the Salesian Bulletin. I had prayed to Our 
L ad y  H elp of Christians and the Venerable Don 
Bosco, and desire through the publication of the 
favour th a t others m ay be led to pray to them  
w ith  confidence in all their needs.

N ov. 1912.
A . Co-operator.

D u b lin . —  In fulfilm ent of a prom ise m ade, I 
beg to enclose a thank-offering and would ask 
for publication of the favour.

N o v. 1912.
M.

(1) In regard to these favours it is not intended  to 
attribute to them  an y h igher auth ority  o r belief, than 
th at arising; from certified h um an  testim ony.

L y m in g to n  (Hants). —  I w ould ask you  to 
publish the favour granted me, a fter a promise 
of a Mass of than ksgivin g and of publication of 
the favou r if obtained.

N ov. 1912.
H . P.

A r g e n tin e . —  H a vin g  received a special fa ­
vour through the intercession of O ur L a d y  H elp 
of C lnistians, I desire to  fulfil m y prom ised pu b ­
lication in the Bulletin  and to  send an offering 
for a Mass in than ksgivin g. W ith  a  v e ry  gra­
tefu l heart I now fulfil the promise m ade, and 
beg for other favours m uch needed.

N ov. 1912.
B . K .

T r in id a d . —  I  enclose a thank-offering for a 
favour received a fter a N oven a to  Our L a d y  
H elp of Christians and promise of publication.

N ov. 1912.
F . V .

D u b lin .— 111 than ksgivin g for favours gran t­
ed I  am  sending an offering to  th e San ctuary of 
Our L a d y  H elp of Christians according to  a 
promise made.

A  grateful client.

The prayers  of the Co-operators a re  asked ior  
the following lately deceased members,  to whose 
souls may God, ¡1 1  His mercy, g ra n t  eternal rest .

Mr. A righ o , Dublin.
Mr. W . F itzgib b on , Ballyforan, Ireland.

Mr. C . Coates, B ray, Ireland.

Mrs. Shortall, R oss, Ireland.

Mrs. B rid get M cG ill, K ilm u ck rid g e, Ireland.

R . I. P.

P E R M IS S U  S U P E R IO R U M . —  (ierent, Ü IU SEPPB  CAMBINO —  Turin, 1912
A . I .S .  for th e  d iffusion  o f  th e  'G o  id  P ress ’  —  C orso  R eg in a  M arg h erita . 176.



History of the Ven. Don Bosco’s
E A R L Y  A P O S T O L A T E .

T h e  notice o f  readers is called to a volume recently issued by the Salesian 

Press, Battersea, S. W .  Although the B ulletin  has now been circulated for 

some sixteen years and has recorded the main events which have marked the 

development o f  Don Bosco's work, there had been no really authoritative book 

in English, which dealt in any complete w ay with the rise and growth of this 

work on behalf  o f  the young. T h e  present volume while supplying this need 

goes a  good deal further, revealing many o f  the wonderful occurrences in the 

life oí the Servant of G od and filling gaps which were unavoidable in previous lives.

A  recent issue o f  the Month says: A  large and handsomely bound volume 

comes to us from the Salesian Press, Battersea: v iz :  The H istory oí Don Bosco’s 
E arly  Apostolate- T h e  life of the V en erable  Founder is already familiar to 

Catholic R eaders in this country, but here we have an account written by a 

friend and disciple, who himself lived with the holy man, and witnessed much 

o f  what he relates. T h e  story o f  the first twenty-five years of D on Bosco's 

apostolate is told in much detail, but it will be read with absorbing interest. 

T h e  Archbishop of W estm inster points out in  the Preface the chief lessons of 

the career o f  the Ven. Servant o f  God.

T h e book is bound  in Red Cloth, lettered back and  front in gilt, 
w ith  a P ho to  of the  Ven. D on Bosco as a frontispiece. 

O rders m ay be directed to the M anager. Salesian Press, B a t­
tersea, S. W . 

Single copies, cloth covers, F o u r Shillings. 
Single copies, paper covers, T hree  Shillings and Sixpence.



I m p o r t a r i  N o t i c e

to the Co=operators of U. S. A.

W e  e a r n e s t l y  i n vi  fe the S a l e s i a n  G o - o p e r a f o r ^  o f  
U. S .  A .  w h o  s h o u l d  w i ^ h  to n o t i f y  the c h a n g e  o f  their  
rc^idcrjcc,  o r  s h o u l d  ne ed  further  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a n d  in­
f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the R u l e s  o f  the A s s o c i a t i o n ,  to 
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h

Very Rev. Rector of COLUMBUS INSTITUTE
ßflWTßORDE n, y.

o r  with

Very Rev. Rector of St. ANTHONY’S CHURCH
138 BEEC5 5TR, PflTERSOn Í1, y.

P r a c t i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the m e a n s  by  w h i c h  
f o s t e r i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  in the v a r i o u s  l oca l  c en tres  
w h e r e  l arge  n u m b e r s  o f  C o - o p e r a t o r s  are  to be foun d ,  
the p i o u s  w o r k s  p r e s c r i b e d  by the Feules o f  the A s s o c i a ­
t ion,  w i l l  be g l a d l y  g i v e n .

T h e  ur ge nt l y  n e e d e d  w o r k  o f  € c c l e s i a s f i c a l  v o c a t i o n s  
f or  w h i c h  the C o l u m b u s  Inst i tute h a s  been recent ly  e s t a ­
b l i s h e d ,  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  to the p a r t i c u la r  
a t t en t ion  a n d  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  o u r  C o - o p e r a t o r s .

If i s  gr ea t ly  d e s i r e d  that  by  thi s  m e a n s  a r)ew 
i m p e t u s  w i l l  be é i v e n  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  a q d  ac t i ve  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  the S a l e s i a n  C o - o p e r a t o r s  o f  the Un i t ed  
3 f a f e s ,  a n d  that  the w o r k s  o f  D o n  B o s c o  iq this  c o u n t r y  
wi l l  be k n o w n ,  e s t e e m e d ,  a n d  a i d e d  m o r e  a n d  more .

If w i l l  a l s o  s e r v e  fo s t r e n g t h e n  the borjd o f  chari ty ,  
o f  p r a y e r  arjd o f  w o r k ,  w h i c h  o u g h l  io uni le ihe C o ­
o p e r a l o ^  a m o n g s í  I h e m s e l v e s ,  a n d  a l s o  io Ihe m e m b e r s  
o f  Ihe S a l e g a r )  S o c i e l y ,  w i l h  w h o m  Ihey w o r k  for lííe 
^rea l er  ^ lo r y  o f  Q o d  a n d  Ihe g o o d  o f  s o c i e l y  al lar^e.
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Important iïotice to IReaders.
s announced previously in ffie B ulletin , f^e fiufes of ffie 

Jï^sociaiion of $afesian (ío-operafors, fogeflíeif wiffi a sum­

mary of ffie Ir\dufger\ces aqd spi^iiuaf favours, aqd ap­
pendices, fiave 6een repainted and 6òund info a neaf volume, or 

m aquaí

J Ï  copy of ffiis and a dipfoma of memëeifsfiip is 6eing seni fo 

alf ifcadeifs, I f  some oj fßc dafes a/fl^ed ffieijefo are su6seguer\f 

fo ffie dafe oj Receipt, ffiaf is ffie day or^ wfiicfi n\em6ei(8fiip wilf 

commence, aqcf oi^ wfiicfi ffie pfenpry indulgence may 6e gained.

T hose readers, w ho on receiving a copy and  read ing  the instructions 
and  regulations, do no t desire to be enrolled as m em bers, shou ld  re tu rn  
the  tw o things, and  the ir nam es w ill be cancelled. T hose  w ho retain  
them  w ill be definitively enrolled.

Explanations and information conceiving ffie rule wilf 6e found 
in ffie manual, 6uf wilf 6e supplemented 6y ffie Bulletin, j ïn y  

mem6ei( is of course fijee fo wiffidijaw fi ŝ nair\e af any future fime 
sfiould fie so wisfi.

If  is ^ e a ffy  desired ffiaf 6y ^ i s  means a r\ew impefus wilf 6e 

givei^ fo ffie development and acfive parficipafion of ffie ^alesian  

Co-opeijafors, and ffiaf ffie woijÉs of jDoi^ ißosco will 6e £nown, 

esfeen\ed, and aided more and moije. If  wilf also sei(ve fo streng­

then ffie 6ond of efiarif^, of p rayer and of woi[fi, wfiicfi oug^t fo 
unife ffie po-operafors amongst ffiemselvçs, ancf afso fo ff?e memtíeçs 

o/ ffie $alesian  JJociefy, wiffi wljíon  ̂ woi[f\ for f^e jjreafer jjfoqg 

of @od and ffie good of society at Targe.

----- ----- o ^ S > K > -------
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Visit ol His E i n  [ ¡ r i l l  Bourne to the M m .
the last Sunday o f  the 

old year, the Jubilee Y e a r  
of 1912, the Salesians at 
Battersea had the honour 

and gratification o f  welcoming in their 
midst His Eminence Cardinal Bourne. 
T h e  fact that his visit was a deferred 
one, added, if  anything to the jo y  of 
the occasion, for it had made all look 
forward to his com ing with more ea ger­
ness, and gave  the greater  satisfaction 
in the realisation.

N o Jubilee festivities o f  ours would 
be regarded as complete without the 
presence o f  His Eminence the C ardi­
nal. A n d  we do not say that in the 
sense o f  adding lustre and dignity,' as 
he does to whatever gath ering  he at­
tends; but because he had so close a 
connection with our work, and because 
we have always regarded him as a sort

o f  co-founder o f  it in England. In the 
sequel the R eader will learn from the 
words o f  the Cardinal him self how close 
was his connection with the origin o f  
the work, whose growth to maturity 
has now become an accomplished fact.

T h e  events o f  that day, as an his­
torical event, are worthy o f  permanent 
record. T h e  Cardinal, who was at­
tended by  Mgr. Jackman and Fr. 
Collins and his gentleman-in-waiting, 
was received at the Church o f  the 
Sacred H eart by the V e r y  Rev. C. B. 
M acey, Superior. It was noteworthy 
that the Cardinal himself and Fr. M a­
cey were the only two remaining o f  
those who were actually sharers in the 
originating o f  the work in England. 
T h e  members o f  the Community, who 
were the ministers at the Solemn H igh 
Mass at which the Cardinal assisted y
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were the Rev. Fr. K elly , celebrant, Fr. 
W alsh, deacon, Fr. Simonetti, sub-dea­
con ; while Fr. Me. Court and Fr. 
Muldoon were the deacons at the throne 
and Fr. Rector was the A ssistant Priest. 
T h e  M ayor o f  Battersea attended 
wearing his insignia o f  office.

T h e  Serm on was preached by His 
Eminence, who observed that the 
Church was commemorating in these 
days the history o f  the most wonderful 
event that the world had ever seen, 
an event which had completely trans­
formed the outlook o f  mankind, and 
which had for most men completely 
altered their ideals, and had raised up 
before them aims and aspirations such 
as never could have entered into their 
hearts before that event took place. 
G od was pleased to begin his w ork  
in hiddenness, poverty and seem ing 
impotence. In the long  history of 
the Christian Church the same three­
fold note was to be seen, and it was 
to be found in the w ork o f  Don Bosco, 
the Founder o f  the Salesiari C o n g re ­
gation.

A  tittle more than seventy years ago 
a newly ordained priest was praying 
to A lm igh ty  G od to make known to 
him what was to be the purpose o f  
his life. H e  had no conception o f  any 
great future before him. Certainly 
then no thought entered his mind that 
he was to be associated with some 
g reat  work for the honour and glory  
of God, and that his name would be 
held in veneration and benediction as 
long  as the Chuch shall last. H e had 
no definite occupation. H e was a poor 
priest of a poor family, with nothing 
to offer to A lm igh ty  G od but the g e ­
nerosity o f  his heart. A n d  on the 
eighth o f  D ecem ber 1841, that priest 
was led, as we can see now, by the 
divine guidance to g o  to the church 
in the city in which he lived and to 
offer up the H oly  Sacrifice. T h ere  was

no one to serve his Mass, and the sa­
cristan roughly called upon a poor lad 
who had strayed into the church and 
bade him serve the Mass, for which 
no one else could be found. T h e  boy 
resisted, and the priest, in his com pas­
sion for the boy, rebuked the sacristan 
for his hastiness, and, seeking  some 
other server, told the lad to wait until 
he had finished. W h en the M ass was 
over and he had spoken to the boy, 
he soon discovered the reason he could 
not serve M ass. It was because he 
was utterly ignorant and scarcely un­
derstood what Mass was. In that mo­
ment there came to the mind o f  the 
V en erab le  Don Bosco the first inkling 
of the g rea t  vocation to which A lm ighty  
G od was calling him. H e soon found 
other lads of Catholic parentage who 
were grow ing  up in the city of Turin , 
and, doubtless, in many other parts, 
without any opportunity and means o f  
learning the love and k n ow led ge  of 
Jesus Christ. Y o u  know  the story o f  
those early days. H ow  from that first 
inspiration put into the heart o f  that 
holy man there grew  up a longin g  and 
a desire to do all in his pow er for 
young lads and boys that were g ro w ­
ing up in such terrible ignorance and 
in danger o f  leading lives o f  indif­
ference, if not of vice and crime. I'here 
you have again the three divine marks. 
A  priest practically unknown, even to 
his brother priests, in his diocese. A  
poor m an— poor in the things that this 
world can g iv e — and, humanly sp eak ­
ing, absolutely impotent to undertake 
a  work the magnitude ot which the 
whole Catholic world understands to­
day. H e  had only as an offering to 
make to his divine M aster the g e n e ­
rosity o f  his heart, obedience to di­
vine inspiration, and the courage to 
go  through life with so much want and 
toil and self-sacrifice from the beginning 
to the end.
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T h e  life o f  D o n  Bosco was rapidly 
approaching its end when in the month 
oí N ovem ber, 1887, two priests o f  his 
congregation came to begin his work 
here in England. H e  110 doubt ob­
tained for this work —  almost the last 
to which he g a v e  his personal sanc­
tion— a very  special blessing from A l ­
mighty God. W e  are gath ered  to­
gether to complete that thanksgiving to 
A lm igh ty  Gocl with which I would have 
g lad ly  joined had it been possible to 
me on the very day 01 the anniversary, 
the very day o f  the silver jubilee, a 
few weeks ago. I think all those few 
who can rem em ber what took place 
twenty-five years ago  will agree  with 
m e that on this w ork o f  the Salesian 
congregation in its beginnings here in 
London were indeed imprinted the 
three divine marks of hiddenness, p o ­
verty, and seem ing impotence. I well 
remember that e v e n i n g  when the Sa- 
lesian Fathers arrived. W e  know well 
how dark and how desolate a N ovem ­
ber day can be in London, and I have 
a memory now extending over a good 
many years o f  life in London, and yet 
I do not think I can recollect any clay 
more dark, more dismal, and more ut­
terly g loom y than the night in N ovem ­
ber -  the twenty-third, I think— when 
the Salesian Fathers arrived in Bat­
tersea.

It is well that we should recollect 
the little history o f  G o d ’s w ork in this 
district, so that you may be able with 
fuller know ledge to g iv e  thanks to A l ­
mighty G od for all H e has accomplish­
ed for your souls by means o f  the 
Salesian congregation. Down to the 
yea r  1869 in all the stretch o f  country 
a long  the riverside I do not think there 
was any church between St. G e o rg e ’s 
Cathedral and M ortlake, except the 
small old chapel at W andsw orth. Those 
o f  you who remember this neigbour- 
hood at that period, forty years and

more ago, will recollect that the po­
pulation was very much smaller then, 
and there were very large tracts o f  
country entirely unbuilt. In the year 
1 869 a very earnest and devoted priest 
Canon Drinkw ater, obtained permission 
to m ake a beginning in the neighbour­
hood w here now stands the Church of 
O ur L ad y  oi M ount Carmel. Then, 
soon after, in the year 1872 or the 
following year, inspired by the same 
zeal, he determined to set up a cha­
pel of ease at W e s t  Battersea. T h e  
Countess Stacpole was a great  bene­
factor of his work, and for some time 
the chapel was served from East Bat­
tersea. L ater on a mixed school was 
established, and it gradually  caused to 
grow  up here a stronger and more 
earnest Catholic population. T h a t  was 
the condition o f  things in 1887, and 
at that time the Countess Stacpole 
made a very earnest request to Don 
Bosco to allow his sons to undertake 
the care of this mission. T h e  request 
had to be made to m y predecessor, 
Bishop Butt, who w as the Ordinary 
o f  the diocese. H e was a man full 
o f  zeal for the salvation o f  souls, and 
most devotedly attached to the deve­
lopment o f  religion throughout the dio­
cese. W h en the request was conveyed 
to him he at once said that he was 
willing that the Salesian Fathers should 
come to W e s t  Battersea, but he said 
that he could find them much better 
districts in the diocese where progress 
would be more sure. H e knew the 
poverty o f  the district and the difficul­
ties they would find. T h e  matter was,
I think, also conveyed by the Coun­
tess Stacpole to the reigning  Pontiff, 
L e o  X III.,  with the result that after 
negotiations it was finally settled that 
as soon as possible the Salesian F a ­
thers should come and take over this 
district. In the autumn o f  that year 
I was m aking a retreat in the house
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o f  the Salesian Fathers at Lille , in 
France, and during my stay I received 
a request, for which I shall always 
thank A lm ighty  G od, a  request from 
Don Bosco, who asked  me to return 
to London and be o f  service to the 
Fathers he was presently to send. 
D u rin g  the month o f  O ctober one of 
the Fathers arrived, a certain Father 
D al mazzo, who came to take over the 
mission from the diocese on behalf  of 
D on Bosco. Shortly after F ather Dal- 
mazzo came he g a v e  his life as a mar­
tyr in defence o f  the sanctity o f  the 
priesthood. H e arrived in October, 
and we had taken for his reception 
and for my own accommodation a small 
six-roomed house in T ro tt  Street, Bat­
tersea. T h e  clergy who were then 
serving E ast  Battersea have both since 
passed to their reward— Father W i l­
liam Connolly  and Father Linnett. 
T h e y  g ave  every  possible welcome to 
Father Dalm azzo, and then on the 
twenty-third of N ovem ber a definite 
beginning was made by the arrival of 
two Salesian Fathers and a lay bro­
ther.

A s  I have said, those who remem­
ber those days will agree  with me 
that w ork  was undertaken in hidden­
ness, because very few people in Lon­
don knew what was taking place. 
T h e re  was no great  excitem ent about 
it. T h ere  was no great announce­
ment of the com ing o f  the Salesian 
Fathers. T h ere  was, too, great  po­
verty. T h ere  was only an iron church, 
which was already condemned and which 
ought to have been replaced. I re­
mained here until the end o f  that month 
and then, having accomplished the task 
entrusted to me, I left here and went, 
on the nomination o f  Bishop Butt, as 
assistant priest to M gr. Denis, who did 
such wonderful work at W e s t  Grin- 
stead. T h a t  is a brief outline o f  the 
earlier days. T h e  w ork conceived and

begun in the spirit o f  Jesus Christ 
Himself was blessed, as you know better 
than I do, and blessed in proportion 
to its likeness to the first beginnings 
o f  the Christian Church. W h en any 
great  work is to be done by Alm ighty 
G od it must be undertaken in the same 
spirit, and it is w here hiddenness and 
poverty and human impotence are found 
that G o d ’s greatest blessings will be 
found also. Since those days it has 
been a joy and consolation to me to 
be a witness o f  and to some extent 
associated with the ever gro w in g  and 
widening work o f  the Salesian Fathers 
in E nglan d. I have known it as a 
priest because I was permitted to be 
present here on many memorable oc­
casions. I was able to see the work 
more intimately when I was Bishop o f  
Southwark, and certainly it will be one 
o f  the jo ys  of my life to feel that I 
have been closely associated with so 
great a work, and the means o f  g iv in g  
the sacramental unction to many o f  
the Salesian Fathers who have come 
to this country. L o o k in g  back over 
the last twenty-five years, I am sure 
that I need not speak to you of the 
w ork at Battersea in any detail. Y o u  
have been witnesses o f  what God has 
accomplished in your midst. Y o u  know 
o f  the different works that have sprung 
out o f  that first beginning. Perhaps 
it is possible for me to do what you 
cannot do, and that is to testify as 
publicly as I can to the confidence and 
the esteem in which the Salesian F a ­
thers are held by their brethren in the 
clergy. T h e y  have gained that esteem 
and that confidence by their self-sacri­
ficing and unobtrusive lives, and their 
ever-ready zeal, and the clergy  know 
how readily they can turn to the S ale­
sian Fathers for assistance and how 
promptly and willingly it is given when­
ever it is at all possible. A n d  then 
you will let me say that I believe that
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to no one under A lm igh ty  G od is this 
happy result o f  their labours more due 
than to him who is now the only sur­
vivor in this place o f  the first labour­
ers o f  those early days, because it 
is due, I think, to his priestly zeal and 
to his tact and kindliness that the S a ­
lesian Fathers have won for themsel­
ves the position to which I so g ladly  
testify to-day. T h a t  first labourer is 
he whom you and I with jo y  and con­
solation see in our midst, the Superior 
o f  this the first foundation o f  the S a ­
lesian Fathers in E nglan d. In the 
memory o f  those days offer up your 
earnest prayers to A lm igh ty  G od that 
the twenty-five years that are begin­
ning and which will g o  to make the 
second h alf  o f  the golden jubilee  of 
this mission may be blessed even more 
abundantly than the last. T h a t  if  it 
be G o d ’s will these twenty-five years 
m ay contain within them the raising 
o f  the V en erab le  D on Bosco to the

altars o f  the Church. Pray, too, that 
his spirit m ay alw ays fill his sons more 
and more completely, and pray for 
yourselves that you may g rew  in the 
k n ow led ge  and love o f  God, by your 
obedience to His teachings, which are 
exem plied in the lives of Don Bosco’s 
sons.

*
*  *

A fte r  the Mass His Em inence was 
the guest o f  Fr. R ector  and the Com ­
munity, and at lunch was pleasantly 
reminiscent o f  early days and subse­
quent developments. A  more e la b o ­
rate program m e o f  entertainment had 
been arrange, including a performance 
o f  the play, but on account o f  the 
Christmas holidays this was out o f  the 
question. His Em inence therefore left 
in the late afternoon, closing thus a 
day which will always stand out in our 
memory and annals with enhancing 
recollections all its own.

A Quarter of a Century ago.
vventy-five years have now  passed, 

and y e t  we still seem  to feel th e an­
x ie ty  th a t  filled those closing days, 

his strength  began to  fail w ith  alarm ­
ing rapidity, we asked each other in fearful 
whispers, if the end were really  a t hand. W e 
recall the ferven t prayers th a t w ent up before 
O ur L a d y  H elp of Christians, th e uninterrupted 
w atchings in th e San ctuary, th e hope and the 
jo y  when an im provem ent w as obtained; b u t a 
a few  days later there w as a sudden change for 
th e worse, and the dow nw ard course w as rapid. 
N o one can now im agine the anguish th a t filled 
a  thousand hearts whether of Superiors or pu­
pils, when on th e eve of St. Francis of Sales, 
D on  Bosco spoke his final fatherly  words, bid­
ding a ll farewell till they m et in heaven.

On the m orning of Jan. 3 1st when th e sad 
news began to  be carried abou t the c ity , there

w as soon a universal m ourning. D on  R ua, sad 
a t heart, w ith  swollen eyes, and trem bling hands, 
gave to the Salesians, to  the N uns of M ary 
H elp  of Christians, and to  the Co-operators: 
"the saddest announcement that he had ever had 
to make, and that he would ever make during his 
whole lije  ;  he announced th a t our dearest Father 
in  Jesus Christ, Our Founder, friend, counsellor 
and guide was dead!

Sorrow  filled every  heart and becam e more 
acute as days w ent on, particularly  on th e fo l­
low ing d ay, when th e Com m unity and boys 
crushed into the Church of S t. Francis of Sales, 
and crowded round its doors, for n ight prayers 
w ere to be said there in th e presence of the body, 
dressed in its sacerdotal vestm ents. A ll d a y  
it  had received the hom age of the Turinese, they 
who had received such benifits through him.

W hen th e prayers were over, all remained

when as
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kneeling and am id th e stillness Fr. Francesia 
said:

—  Y o u  see here our dear F ath er, w ith  th a t 
calm , th a t tran qu illity , th a t smile w hich ever 
hovered on his lips? H e seems to  be desirous of 
addressing you, and you  are aw aitin g his words.

B u t he can no longer repeat those holy coun­
sels which he has so often given  you; he can 
speak to  us no more... A n d w h a t should I say 
to you from  this place where he has done so 
m uch for you? I shall on ly repeat his last words, 
the last m essage th a t he gave you. O n being 
asked w h at little  rem em brance he wished to 
leave to his children, he replied: “ Tell them that 
I  shall wait for.them all in  Paradise.”

Throughout the church there w as such com ­
plete stillness th a t n ot even a breathing was 
heard, and D on Bosco, in the serenity of death 
seemed to  be speaking still and giv in g his last, 
long blessing. A lthough th e sign to  retire had 
been given, all rem ained motionless and m any 
in tears. A t  last th e boys were conducted class 
b y  class in front of the bier and so a w a y  to 
their dormitories.

F or m any years D on Bosco had prayed to 
God for w hat m ight be m ost advantageous to 
his Society, and had expressed his desire of s a y ­
ing his N unc dimittis, only when he had ac­
com plished th e task  im posed on him  b y  God. 
A n d it  w as on F ebruary 2nd, th e day which 
gives us th e N unc dimittis, th a t lois remains 
were enclosed in their triple casing and borne 
into the Church of Our L a d y  H elp of Christians 
for the funeral rites. Mgr. Cagliero pontificat­
ed, and the m usic w as th a t composed b y  
H is Lordship in  1862, and w hich never seemed 
more appropriately  or feelingly rendered than 
011 this occasion. Grief w as still strong, and 
we seem  to  hear y e t the words of the people 
who w aited  in dense crowds in a ll the streets 
neighbouring th e church. “ Poor b oys,”  th ey  
were saying, “ they have lost a father. B u t 
never mind. H e will bless them  from  heaven.”

Mgr. Cagliero and M gr. B ertagna com pleted 
the ceremonies of the ritual, b u t as soon as the 
absolution w as given, there w as a sudden disturb­
ance. T h e people rushed tow ards the bier 
to impress their lips upon it, as upon some 
sacred thing. T he w reaths of flowers th a t had 
covered the coffin were broken to  pieces, and 
th e pall and coffin itself would have been like­
wise despoiled had th e y  n ot been hurriedly ta ­
ken back  to  th e Church of S t. Francis of Sales. 
The growing excitem ent then ceased and tran­
q u illity  w as restored. I t  seemed th a t the bring­
ing back  of the body into the m idst of his 
children brought also the jo y  th a t had character­
ised his actu al com ing when in life.

A n d even now after these tw enty-five years, 
w e can  hardly regard him  as dead, for his me­
m ory has lived and increased, and he has gained 
new rights, new dem ands on our gratitude as 
indeed he lias continued to  live  and work b y  his 
influence. H e has seemed to gain  an ever larg­
er place in our hearts and lives, in our Houses 
and In stitutes, as he has won his world wide 
place in th e hearts of men. Therefore in com ­
m em oration of th e first quarter of a  century 
since liis death, it w ould appear appropriate to 
take a review  of his person and life, dwelling at 
a little  greater length  on the last days of his 
illness.

Bi-ographical JNfotes.
Don Bosco, the benefactor and friend of youth 

was born on August 16th 1815, Even as a child 
he had a mysterious presentiment of his mission, 
and he became an apostle among his companions. 
After great sacrifices he was raised to the priest­
hood, having by his splendid talents gained the 
highest rewards, while devoting his spare time to 
works of charity and zeal.

Ordained priest, on Dec. 8th 1841 he initiated 
the work of the Oratories, which cost him  incredible 
hardship. Misunderstood and persecuted, he 
took his flock from place to place, never doubting 
the future prosperity of his work. A t Easter 
1846 he found a permanent abode at Valsalice, and 
he soon founded other Oratories.

H is zeal knew not what rest was. Assiduous in  
the confessional, and in  preaching the word of God, 
a strenuous promoter of religious instruction and 
the integrity of the faith, so much so that he more 
than once risked his life in  its cause, in  his 
devoted love for the young he instituted day and 
evening schools, schools of Arts and Trades, col­
leges and agricultural colonies, sanctifying educa­
tion by a system all his own, founded on a con­
tinuous and friendly supervision and the practice 
of religion: —  he spread abroad m illions of good 
books, and in  the large number written by himself, 
he displays his attachment to the Holy Catholic 
Church and its Supreme Head,the Sovereign Pontiff, 
to whose interests he devoted his whole energy and 
talents all through his life.

M ost zealous for the greater glory of God and 
constant in  his resolve: D a  mihi anim as, caetera 
tolle, he ever promoted frequent and daily Com­
munion ; he was an Apostle in  the devotion to the 
Most Holy Sacrament and to Our Blessed Lady; 
he raised up numbers of Churches and chapels 
some of them of vast size and great importance ; 
he gave thousands of priests, both secular and re­
gular to the Church ; he displayed heroic self-de-
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M ore affectionate than a jather among his children , 
ever fu ll of gratitude towards his benefactors, 
held in  veneration by the Pontiffs P iu s  I X . and 
Leo X I I I ,  esteemed by the great nien of his time, 
Italy, Prance and Spain were in  commotion du­
ring his visits, for he was preceded, accompanied 
and followed bit the fame of the extraordinary 
and the saintly. F inally on Jan. 31 st. 1888 he 
passed to his reward, worn out by labour and mourn­
ed by multitudes in  every social rank. He died 
in  the lowly room at the Oratory, Turin, where 
for upwards of forty years continual streams of

D uring the year 1887, which 
w as the last year of his life, Don 
Bosco several tim es talked  of the 
necessity of b uyin g w ith ou t delay 
som e ground for a Cem etery, and 
liad  commenced overtures with 
the M unicipality in regard to  it. 
A s the arrangem ents began to 
lengthen out, he said jokingly 
to  the Econom er General of the 
Society. —  “ See! it you  do not 
hurry up you  w ill have to  carry 
m e into y o u r room  when I am 
dead.”  A n d returning to  the 
subject lie added a t another 
tim e. “ Indeed, if a t  th e tim e of 
m y death, th e place in the ce- 

'm etery is n ot ready, h ave me 
taken  into your room, and w ith 
th a t sight under your eyes you 
w ill liu riy  up and find a place. 
A n d later 011 he said —  D o not 
b u ry  me in hired ground. Find 
me a place in  one of our Houses.

A gain  he desired at all costs 
th a t  the Church of the Sacred 
H eart in Rom e should be con­
secrated in M ay; and when it  was 
urged th a t there w as still so 
m uch to  be done, and another 
year would be better, he replied: 
T h a t m ay be, b u t the church 
m ust be consecrated in M ay. 
A n d he added the reason, not 
then understood b y  us, for he 

said to the Econom er. —  “ H urry up w ith  th a t 
church, if you wish me to  see it  at all; if y o u  do 
not m ake haste, I  shall not have tim e to see it .”  

Som etim es th ey  would speak of his sacerdo­
ta l Jubilee, which would h ave been in 1891, and 
he was never averse to  the topic; but to his in­
tim ates he often said in regard to  it: “  Y ou are 
making a mistake.”

A bout th is tim e he w ent to  the sick bed of a 
great benefactor of his work, the Countess 
Corsi, who died shortly  afterwards. Am ong 
other things he said to her: Ah, Signora Contessa,

nial in every private and public calamity or need; 
he founded the Society which was to carry 011 his 
work in his spirit and the Daughters of Our Lady 
Help of Christians for the work among the girls; 
he established vast missions for the civilisation and 
apostolate in every part of Society, he established 
the Association of Salesian Co-operators, a Third 
Order, with all the privileges of such foundations.

admirers had come to beg for counsel, comfort or a 
blessing. H is remains lie at the College of the 
M issions at Valsalice. H is work today includes 
over 700 Institutes spread in  every land. I n  view 
of his heroic virtues and the fame of his sanctity Pope 
P iu s X , on July  24th 1907 introduced the cause 
of his beatification.

His last illness.
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you will not keep your word to m e; you had pro­
mised to give the boys oj the Oratory a treat on the 
occasion of my Sacerdotal Jubilee. Y ou  will not 
keep your word, and I  w ill not keep my Sacerdotal 
Jubilee.

L a stly , a m onth before the F ea st of the Im ­
m aculate Conception, he w as going to  give 
som e consolation to a priest of the House, Fr. 
D eppert, who was v e ry  ill, and had received 
th e last Sacram ents. T o  him D on  Bosco said, 
“ Take courage; it is not your turn this tim e; an­
other must take your place.”  T he priest recovered 
and D on  Bosco him self w as the first to die in 
the H ouse, and on the ve ry  bed on w hich the 
priest had lain, for as it w as found more con­
venient b y  th e infirm arians i t  w as changed for 
the one previously used b y  D on Bosco.

H ow ever w ithout an y of his references to  it, 
i t  w as quite clear th a t his strength w as failing 
fast. Still he w as constan tly  occupied, and 
w as projecting and arranging new plans, assist­
ed at a ll the m eetings, read and annotated the 
innum erable letters th a t cam e from  all parts, 
and retained the im m ediate direction of the 
S ociety and w as the soul of ev ery  thing. How- 
ver he w as so weakened th a t th e celebrated 
D octor Com bal of th e U n iversity  of M ontpellier, 
after on hour’s v isit to  D on  Bosco a t Marseilles, 
was forced to  say: “ M any wonderful things are 
related of Don Bosco, but to me the most wonderful 
thing of all is that he yet lives, while his body is so 
exhausted; and he is like a garment so much 
worn that in  order to preserve it for a time it must 
be hung up in  a cupboard.”

E ven  in 1885 he could not keep him self from  
stooping w ithout folding his arms behind his 
back; in 1886 he stooped more and had to take 
to  a stick; in 1887 lie had to be supported on the 
arm  of som e one who propped him  up as he 
w alked slow ly along, and during the last tw o 
d ays in w hich he got abou t a t all, it  was in a 
wheeled chair, so th a t he m ight a t least be among 
his children. H e fell in the breach like a 
va lian t soldier.

On D ec. 2nd 1887 he said Mass for the last time; 
it  was only w ith  th e utm ost difficulty th a t 
he could finish it, in a v e ry  w eak voice and in­
terrupted b y  deep em otion. T he following 
d a y  he assisted atM ass and received Communion; 
a t the words Ecce Agnus D ei, he burst into tears.

On the 6th he insisted on being taken  to  the 
San ctuary of Our L a d y  H elp of Christians for 
th e cerem ony of the departure of the Mission­
aries, w ho were opening new Missions in E cu a ­
dor. I t  w as the last function he w as present 
at. He w as assisted into the S an ctu ary  b y  
his secretary Fr. V iglietti, and b y  one of the 
clerics, and in the m eantim e Fr. B onetti preach­

ed th e farewell sermon; but the m ost effica­
cious sermon w as preached b y  D on  Bosco him ­
self, b y  his v e ry  presence, and every  one in the 
church stood up to  catch  a glim pse of him. A fter  
the sermon, Mgr. L eto  gave the Benediction 
of the Blessed sacram ent, and then the m ission­
aries entered the S an ctu ary  to  say  farewell to 
D on Bosco. H e was in tears, and so were m ost 
of th e onlookers. W hen th e missionaries 
had gone, th e people them selves ventured on 
to the S an ctu ary  to  see D on Bosco. W ords of 
com passion were heard on all sides, many, tears, 
some sayin g th a t he w as a Sain t and so on. A s 
he crossed th e courtyard  the boys ga v e  a frantic 
shout of delight to see him, and quite exhausted 
he reached his room.

N ex t morning, am id the sorrows of so m any 
departures there w as the jo y  of a home arrival. 
I t  w as Mgr. Cagliero from  P atagonia. Saved  
alm ost b y  a m iracle from  a fa ta l fa ll in the A n ­
des, he had felt an inw ard w arning to  return at 
once to  T urin  to assist D on  Bosco in his last 
moments. D on Bosco had sent Fr. L em oyne to 
Genoa to  welcom e him  in  th e nam e of the S u ­
perior Chapter, and his presence gave great joy  
at the O ratory, where lie liad a m agnificent re­
ception. B u t th e m eeting w ith  D on Bosco 
was m ost touching of all. D on Bosco was seat­
ed in his room  and his first words to  his ce­
lebrated son were: H a ve you  recovered from 
your fall? and th en  he w ept for joy.

In  th e evening of th e same d a y  there cam e 
Mgr. D outreloux, Bishop of Liège, to  ask for a 
foundation in his c ity . D on Bosco seemed un­
w illing to  accede to  his wishes, b u t n ext morning 
the F ea st of the Im m aculate Conception, lie sur­
prised all b y  granting it  a t once. I t  had been 
revealed to him  th a t the foundation should be 
made. On the 8th he appeared a t dinner sup­
ported b y  the Bishop. A t supper, after a few 
m inutes he had to  return to  his room. Som e 
one said in a gay  mood: -—  w e shall see your 
golden Jubilee yet. A t  these words he stopped, 
looked a t th e speaker and said: Y e s, yes, we 
shall see —  a Jubilee M ass —  a great underta­
king!

N e x t day Mgr. Cagliero presented to  him  one 
of the Superiors of th e N uns of M ary H elp  of 
Christians w ho had com e from  P atagonia  and 
another from  U ruguay, and th e y  had brought 
back  w ith  them  a little  girl of tw elve years 
whom  Mgr. Fagnano had saved in his first m is­
sionary journey in T ierra  del Fuego. Mgr. Ca­
gliero, in presenting her to  D on Bosco, said: 
Here are the first fruits offered to  you  b y  your 
sons ex ultim is finibus terrae. T h e child, kneel­
ing down said in half savage accents: I than k 
you  for sending th e missionaries to save me and
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m y brothers. T h e y  have m ade us Christians 
and opened for us the gates of heaven. Don 
Bosco showed how pleased and m oved he was 
to  see this first flower from  the far aw ay  lands 
he had so desired to evangelise.

On the 16th he w ent out in a carriage w ith  Don 
R ila  and Fr. V iglietti, and he m et H is Em inence 
th e  Cardinal in the Corso V ittorio  Em m anuele. 
Oli! D on  Giovanni! D on Giovanni! exclaim ed 
th e  Cardinal, and got into th e carriage. A  
crow d gathered round to  witness this scene. 
Th<? carriage w ent on to  V ia  Cernaia where the 
Cardinal go t down, and th ey  returned to  the 
O ratory. A t  the top  of th e stairs he said to Don 
R ua. “ I  cannot g e t up those stairs again .”

H e knew  and felt th a t the end w as near. In  the 
evening th irty  or fo rty  of the bigger boys w ent 
up to his room  to  go to Confession. T h e y  were 
to ld  th a t it  w as n ot convenient, b u t th ey  did not 
m ove, th ey  desired at all costs to  have th at 
consolation. Don Bosco was told  of it, and 
th o u gh  he fe lt b y  no means equal to such a task, 
he said: —  W ell it  w ill be the last tim e th a t I 
sh a ll be able to  ^iear them , —  and so he let them  
com e in. T h ey  were the la s t confessions he 
heard.

On the 20th he received H o ly  Communion in 
bed, then he arose and, w ent through his 
m orning’s w ork as he had done for fo rty  years, 
advising, consoling, assisting all who had come 
t o  see him. In  the evening he w ent out for his 
last drive and w as carried into the vehicle. A l­
though his confrères had often tried  to  persuade 
him  to be taken  down b y  them , tins w as the 
o n ly  occasion he allowed such assistance.

There w as a characteristic incident during 
th is  outing. On the return journey th e carriage 
was stopped b y  a gentlem an w ho w as a past- 
pu p il of the O ratory, and whe had com e to 
T u rin  on business. H earing th a t D on Bosco was 
o u t he aw aited  his return in th e street, and as 
soon he saw  him  D on Bosco said:

—  Oh Signor, and how are your affairs going 
on?

—  O n ly  fa irly  well; I wish you  w ould pray 
for me.

—  A n d w h a t abou t your soul?
—  Iu  regard to th at, I  tr y  to  be a  w orthy 

pupil of D on Bosco.
—  W ell done! God w ill rew ard you; pray 

for me; and giving him a blessing he dismissed 
him  sayin g once more: I  recommend you  to  have 
care of your eternal interests. B e a lw ays a 
good Catholic.

W hen he had been carried to  his room  he 
said  to  one of those who had rendered him  th a t 
service: I  know you  were pleased to  do that; 
but m ake a  list of all m y debts to  you; I will

p a y  them  altogether. S h ortly  afterw ards the 
doctor called and found him still w eaker. He 
m ade him  go to  bed; and a little  after, Don 
Bosco said to  the cleric w ho attended him: N ow 
there is nothing for me to do b u t to  m ake a good 
end!

D uring th e days th a t followed he became 
worse. On the 23rd Dec. he w as visited  by 
Cardinal Alim onda, who treated  him  w ith  great 
affection. D on  Bosco said: " Y o u r  Em inence, I 
beg you  to  p ray  th a t I  m ay save m y soul; and 
I  recommend m y Congregation to  y o u ."  And 
then tears cam e into his eyes. T h e Cardinal 
bade him tak e  courage, and spoke of his con­
sta n t conform ity to  the W ill of God, and how 
he liad done so m uch for H is Glory. D on  Bosco 
seemed m uch m oved and replied: “ I  h ave done 
w h at I  could. M ay th e W ill of G od be done!’-’

—  Few , observed th e Cardinal, can sa}f th at 
a t th e end of their lives. Then D on  Bosco 
w ent on:

—  These are difficult tim es, Y o u r  Em inence. 
I  h ave gone through difficult times. B u t the 
auth ority  of the Pope! the auth ority  of the Pope! 
I  h ave told  Mgr. Cagliero, who is here, to assure 
H is Holiness th a t the Salesians stand for the 
au th ority  of the Pope, w herever th e y  m ay be. 
A n d as he said this he seemed to becom e very  
ardent.

—  Y es, yes, replied Mgr. Cagliero who stood 
near: I remember it. R est assured th a t I  shall 
carry  out th e Commission to  the F loly  Father.

—  B u t you, th e Cardinal w ent 011, you, D on 
Giovanni, you  should have 110 fear of death; you 
h ave so often recom m ended others to  be pre­
pared.

—  H e has told  us so often, said M gr. Cagliero; 
i t  w as his principal topic.

—  I h ave said  i t  to  others, he replied w ith  
great hum ility; b u t now others should say  it  to 
me. H e then asked for the Cardinal’s blessing, 
w ho on doing so, em braced him, and departed 
m uch moved.

On Christm as E v e  he asked for H o ly  Com­
m union b y  w a y  of V iaticum , and to  som e of 
th e priests w ho stood around he said:

—  H elp me, help me to receive m y  V iaticum  
w ell... I am confused: — I n rnanus tuas, Domine, 
commendo spiritum  meum.

I t  w as a  m ost touching sight. N one could 
restrain  their tears.

E v en  Mgr. Cagliero w ho performed the sacred 
rite, could n ot m aster his emotion.

H e sanie more and more. A n  hour before 
m idnight he desired th a t th e B lessing of the 
H o ly  F ath er should be asked for, and then he 
w as anointed. H e said to Mgr. Cagliero:

—  P ray  for this especially th a t I m ay save
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m y soul. Recom m end all the Salesians to  la ­
bour w ith  zeal and devotion. L e t  them  take 
every  means to  save souls.

On Christm as d a y  he received the H oly F a ­
ther's blessing. H is Holiness said he was sorry 
to  hear of his illness, and th a t he would pray 
for him. H e was visited  b y  Mgr. B eitagn a, 
Mgr. L eto, Mgr. Chiesa, Mgr. M anacorda and 
Mgr. V alfrè. The little  girl from  Tierra del 
Fuego could not understand D on Bosco being 
ill, and she spent much tim e praying for him  in 
the Church, her dark bronzed cheeks w et w ith 
tears.

On S t. Stephen’s d a y  th e Cardinal Archbishop 
cam e again to  bid farewell, as he had to go to 
Rome. B o th  greatly  felt the separation. The 
Superioress General of the D aughters of Our 
L ad y  H elp of Christians also cam e to  ask a bless­
ing: Y es, said D on Bosco, m y blessing on all 
the Houses of the N uns, on the Superiores 
General and on all lier sisters; m ay th ey  save a 
m ultitude of souls. T h is admonition in regard 
to saving one's soul he left also to all the past- 
pupils and to the Salesians and Nuns.

T he papers had a daily  bulletin of Don Bosco’s 
health. T he O ratory w as besieged w ith en­
quirers; telegram s cam e a t every  minute; there 
was a constant com m otion; visitors from  all 
parts, and especially from  the Salesian Houses. 
W ord cam e from  out-of-the-w ay villages th at 
public prayers were being offered; religious Com ­
munities in all diiections were offering their spi­
ritual exercises for him. A t  the O rato iy  there 
w as uninterrupted prayer day and night before 
the Tabernacle, and a t the A ltar of O ur L ad y  
H elp of Christians. M any fam ilies of good Co-o­
perators were in great distress, even offering 
their own lives for his, and m aking vow s and 
promises. H ope is ever strong. D on A lbera 
arrived from  Marseilles and said to  D on  Bosco: 
“ T his is th e third tim e th a t y o u  h ave neared 
the gates of eternity, and you  have previously 
returned b y  the prayers of your children. I 
am  certain it  will happen again. D on  Bosco 
replied:

—  This tim e I  shall not return!
H ow ever on D ec. 31st he again received the 

blessing of Our L ad y  H elp of Christians, and 
w ith  the new year an im provem ent w as visible. 
On Jan. 7th  b y  the direction of the doctors he 
was given a little  toast and an egg. Before re­
ceiving it  he took off his b iretta  and prayed. 
It w as doubtful whether it  would do him  good, 
but it soon appeared th a t it had done so, and 
w ith unusual v iv a c ity  he began to  ask a hundred 
questions. H e desired news from  Rome, of 
the Pope, of the feasts for his Sacerdotal Ju ­
bilee and of the O ratory. He desired to  speak

w ith som e of the Com m unity, in fact he seemed 
b etter th an  he had been for a long time-.

Tow ards evening he said to Fr. Lem oyne:
—  H ow  can you  explain  th a t a person having 

been in bed for tw en ty  days, practically  w ithout 
food, feeble in the extrem e, both in mind and 
body, should  suddenly feel him self again, should 
perceive everyth in g as of old, should feel new 
strength  and alm ost able to  get up and w rite and 
work. Y e s  I feel so well ju st now as though 
I had never been ill. I t  m ay be th a t the real 
answer is: Quod Dens imperio, tu, prece, Virgo, 
potes. I t  is certain th a t I shall not die just now; 
it  m ay be after a short-tim e, b u t not ju st now.

This pause in his illness w as the effect of p ray­
ers to  O ur L ad y  H elp of Christians which were 
being offered up all over th e world. A n d it 
was a signal favour, for he was able to  put m any 
things in order, arrange for th e governm nnt of 
the O rato iy , and decide various things for other 
Houses. Moreover, even when he had passed 
a drowsy day, when he aroused him self again he 
alw ays had some special order to  give, some 
arrangem ent to be made, and had certain  legal 
affairs put right, th a t had previously  escaped 
his m em ory. The doctors were surprised a t the 
clearness and a ctiv ity  of his mind.

A b ou t th a t tim e m any pilgrims arrived of all 
nationalities, on their w a y  back  from Rome. 
T h ey  desired to  get the blessing of the Servant 
of God. A s long as he w as able, D on Bosco ac­
ceded to  their wishes, recommending his sons 
to their ch arity  and him self to  their prayers. If  
any were kept out b y  the doctors he expressed 
his sorrow. D on R ua told  him th a t the en­
quiries b y  a ll sorts of persons still continued, th a t 
the papers, even those opposed to religion, spoke 
of him in term s of the greatest sym pathy. He 
answered. “ L e t us tr y  to  do good to  all, and 
harm  to none.”

On Jan. 24th H is Grace Archbishop R ichard 
of P aris cam e to see him. H e asked for the 
Archbishop’s blessing, which he gave, b u t he 
then insisted on receiving D on Bosco's blessing 
in return. “ I bless you, D on Bosco said, and 
I bless P aris."

—  A n d I shall announce to a ll Paris th a t you  
have sent your blessing. H ow ever this im ­
proved condition soon ceased and a change for 
the worse brought him  to  the low  state  of a 
m onth earlier. On Jan 28th before Communion, 
he said: The end is near! And then he said to  
Fr. B onetti. “ T ell the boys th a t I aw ait them  
in Paradise!”  A n y  m essage from  him  was re­
ceived w ith  jo y , b u t th is one left behind it  a 
general sadness.

On th e 29th, the F east of St. Francis of Sales, 
there were all the custom ary celebrations, but
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m ourning w as in the atmosphere. On th a t day 
D on  Bosco received H oly Communion for the 
last tim e, and rem ained alm ost unconscious all 
day. In the evening he recognised Count Incisa, 
and T he Bishop of Susa who had preached for 
th e Feast, and gave them  both his blessing. He 
did not again come altogether out of his drowsy, 
unconscious state; his semi-lucid intervals w eie 
when he spoke of heaven or sim ilar things. If 
a n yth in g  were offered him  he refused it by 
signs. F r  B onetti suggested pious ejaculations.

From  tim e to tim e he exclaim ed: Mother! 
M other! Tom orrow. A n d about six  o ’clock: 
Jesus, M ary, I g ive you  m y heart and m y  soul; 
In  manus tuas, Domine, commendo spiritum  
meum. Mother, M other, open to  me the gates 
of Paradise. W ith  hands joined he repeated 
from  tim e to tim e several texts  which appeared 
to  h ave been the guide of his life. Love your 
enemies, do good to them that hate you. Seek 
the kingdom of God. W hen the evening A n ­
gelus rang the name of M ary was suggested to 
him  and he repeated it  d istinctly. D uring the 
n ight he several tim es raised his left hand, for 
the right w as already rigid, and exclaim ed
—  M ay the W ill of God be done! L a te r  on he 
ceased to utter any words, but d inin g the fol­
lowing day and night he occasionally raised 
his left arm  in the same m anner as though to 
offer his life to  God.

H e was now ve ry  near the close. A t  ten 
o ’clock a. m. on Jan. 30th Mgr. Cagliero began 
the L itan y  for th e dying, responded to  b y  m any 
of the Com m unity. The doctors had said th a t 
b y  the evening, or before d ay  dawned he would 
pass aw ay.

T he news of his approaching end caused great 
grief throughout the O ratory. The Com m unity 
asked to  be allowed to  see him once more, and 
D on R u a agreed. T h ey  assembled in groups 
in the little  p rivate  chapel near his room, en­
tered  in a line. Don Bosco w as on his low 
bed, his head som ewhat inclined on the right 
shoulder and supported b y  the pillows. H is look 
was calm , his eyes closed, his hands extended 
on the bed. On his breast a crucifix, and at the 
foot of the bed the vio let stole.

H is grief stricken sons approached and kissed 
the hand w hich had so often blessed them. 
There were some hundreds to come for they had 
assem bled from  neighbouring Houses, and w ith 
the Com m unity there cam e also the bigger boys. 
T h is continued all day. T h ey  had brought 
m edals and rosaries and other sacred things to 
touch the bed and to  be kept as souvenirs.

A b ou t this tim e a telegram  arrived announ­
cing th e safe arrival of the M issionaries a t 
G uayaquil. D on Rua tried to  m ake Don Bosco

understand; he opened his eyes and looked up 
to h e a v e n .,

Mgr. Cagliero and Mgr. L eto  both suggested 
ejaculations —  Jesus, spes mea, miserere m ei; 
M ana A u x iliu m  Christianorum, ora pro nobis.

Tow ards four o’clock in the afternoon Count 
R adicati, a great benefactoi of the O ratory 
cam e. A t eight his confessor Fr. Giacom elli put 
on his stole and recited some prayers from the 
ritual.

A t  a quarter to  tw o on Jan. 31st Don Bosco 
entered into his agony. D on R ua w ent on w ith  
th e prayers for the dying which lie had com ­
m enced and interrupted tw o hours earlier. The 
Superiors were called, and the room was soon 
filled. A ll knelt and Mgr. Cagliero passed round 
to th e right of the dying man and speaking 
close to  his ear said:

D on  Bosco, we are here, your sons. W e ask 
pardon for the sufferings w e have caused you 
and, as a sign of your paternal forgiveness, give 
us your blessing. I w ill raise your hand and 
pronounce the w oids. I t  w as a touching scene. 
A ll heads were bowed and D on  R ua in a broken 
voice pronounced the words of th e blessing at 
the same tim e raising the right hand of Don 
Bosco. A t  three o ’clock the A postolic Blessing 
cam e from  Rom e. Mgr. Cagliero had read the 
Proficiscere, when the Angelus sounded a t half- 
p ast four. A ll recited the Angelus and Fr. B o­
n etti said in the ear of D on  Bosco the words he 
had spoken th e d ay  before Viva Maria. The 
death-rattle w hich had been heard for about 
an hour and a h a lf now ceased. For some m o­
m ents the b reath  cam e freely... and then ceased.

—  D on Bosco is dying, said Fr. Belm onte. 
A ll k nelt around the bed, and saw him  breathe 
three tim es more at intervals. M gr. Cagliero 
suggested the final prayer: Jesus, Mary, Joseph 
I  give you my heart and my soul. H e w as dead. 
H e had lived  seven ty-tw o years, five m onths 
and fifteen days.

Mgr. Cagliero began the Subvenite and blessed 
the revered remains. A ll knelt to  recite the 
D e Profundis, b u t it w as more like a succession 
of sobs, D on R ua arose and said.

—  W e are now orphans! B u t there is one 
consolation. I f  w e have lost a father on earth, 
we have a protector in heaven. L e t us show 
ourselves w orth y of him  b y  following his exam ­
ple.

I t  was a quarter to five, Jan. 3 1st 1888. A 
day to be ever remembered.
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Thoughts on a Visit to Vcilscilice
(T he  resting place o f the Ven. Don Bosco and Don Rua)

■----------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

owards the end of last year I  m ade a 
journey to  Turin, principally w ith  the 
object of presenting m y hom age and 

petitions a t the venerated spot, where D on 
Bosco’s remains are interred; it  w as also out of 
a sense of gratitude to  the great Apostle who 
m ade the cause of the young generations his 
own, giving them  new ideals and safeguards 
when widespread efforts w ere being m ade to  
corrupt them , both in m ind and heart. B u t so 
m any obstacles seemed to  come in the w ay, 
that it w as only b y  a com bination of fortunate 
circum stances, that one m orning I w as able to 
ascend the hill of Valsalice, where is to be found 
the centre of life of the whole Salesian W ork. 
Am ong the boys whom  both loved so much, and 
as though still extending to  them  their actual 
protection, D on Bosco and D on R u a are taking 
their last repose, am id the scenes of their own 
indefatigable labours and paternal cares. A nd 
as the boys come out for their recreation, it  
would seem th a t th ey  are still under the vigilant 
care of their tw o form er Superiors, who, w ith  a 
special Mission from  God, still give forth the 
necessary assistance and guidance to  their you  g 
charges.

Looking down over the city, it  becomes ever 
more convincing how superhum an w as the work 
founded b y  the Venerable Servan t of God, for 
one realises more and more w h at a  v a st accom ­
plishm ent has been achieved, and how hum ble 
the means for its achievem ent. T his sense of 
the inexplicable doubtless pervades all the great 
works of Christian charity, w hich seem to flou­
rish the more according to  their original poverty 
and obscurity, and assume v a st proportions 
beyond any possible conception; looking over 
the city  one sees this strikingly realised in the 
neighbouring institutes of the Ven. Cottolengo 
and the Ven. D on Bosco. T h ey  are exam ples 
of the paradox of evangelical charity, the low ­
liest of the seeds becomes the greatest tree of all.

B u t there is another source of strength and 
efficacy in Christianity; one w hich keeps in v i­
gour, and fortifies against attack , and every 
engine of destruction, oftentim es when appear­
ances are m ost against it. I t  is a m oral power; 
it  is the spirit of san ctity  which preserves it 
from  degeneration, m aintains its character and

aims unaltered, and adapts to  the ever changing 
exigencies of the tim es the inexhaustible power 
of the im m utable Christian principles. I t  is a 
spirit such as this in all its integrity th a t has 
blessed and rendered fruitful the v a st w ork of 
D on Bosco, from  its inception to this hour; a 
w ork difficult above all others in the circum ­
stances of our tim es especially because it  corres­
ponds to  the peculiar and im m ediate needs of 
our difficult age, and responds to  it  in the eter­
nal language of Christianity, dem onstrating 
again its ever vigorous youth.

Those, therefore, who eagerly seek out oppor­
tunities to  decry the Christian and catholic 
faith  as a force whose energy is spent, as an an­
tique form  of civilisation now supplanted, and 
who deny it  accordingly any intu itive facu lty  to  
gauge the modern social needs, have in the 
W ork of Don Bosco a tangible proof, which 
gives the lie direct to their assertions. Engaged 
chiefly w ith  the children of the masses, the Sons 
of D on Bosco prepare and fashion for future ge­
nerations numbers of skilled workm en, conscious 
of their d ignity and capabilities, and of their 
duties. In  this process for fashioning ch a­
racters Religion is the supreme creative force, 
and the centre around which a ll endeavour 
gravitates; and thus th ey crum ble aw ay th e  
heap of ly in g suppositions which atheism  had 
raised as a m onument for dead Christianity. 
B y  means of the Ven. Servant of G od and his 
followers Catholicism has once m ore proved the 
eternal vigour of God’s truth , and its cap acity  
to  provide for all problems.

F or this reason the im placable enemies o f the 
F a ith  have aimed their sharp and poisoned 
arrows a t the Salesian Society; for this reason its 
Founder and his successors are endowed w ith 
special sanctity; and for this reason the g ift of 
san ctity  has been generously granted. Don 
Bosco’s first and second successor h a ve  inherited 
the prim itive spirit of the order, and the Founder 
lives again in his successors, and his memor y  and 
m ethod of action are perpetuated b y  them.

** it­

ili the all too brief v isit which I  m ade to V a l­
salice, I gathered the firm impression of w hat 
liad been plainly hinted to  m e b y  the b o y  who



SALESIAN BULLETIN 37

had accom panied me to  th e In stitute. W e had 
been ta lk in g of D on Bosco and D on R ua. 
“ O h,”  said th e boy, “ H a ve you  seen D on A l­
bera? I t  is enough to  see him  to  know  th a t he 
is a .Saint.”  In  the m outh of a b o y  it  seemed 
to  me particularly  significant, for he w as au or­
dinary b oy of th e town, and boys do not usually  
ta lk  of such things; b u t con tact w ith  the one 
w ho w as th e subject of our discourse soon con­
vin ced me of the tru th  of the b o y ’s rem ark, for 
D on  A lbera gave one an im m ediate impression 
of perfect serenity, undisturbed b y  no m atter 
w h at turm oil or opposition, in a life w hich  has 
seen its fair share of both.

I m ust confess th a t th e  greatness of the Sa- 
lesian W ork had nevei been so clearly  dcmon- 
stia te d  to  me, 01 seemed so palpable as when I 
had this opportunity of seeing its chief Supe­
rior am ong th e crowd of noisy youths. There 
seem ed to  pass b y  me in vision  whole bands of 
youth fu l students, whose discipline is relieved 
b y  no cordiality  or Christian charity , and who 
com e to hate stu d y  and w ork  in so m an y of our 
public Schools; I  seemed to  behold great num ­
bers of th e you n g generations, whose years of 
education are passed in the atm osphere of 
unbelief, a lready young heretics and rebels.

A n d  I also saw  in vision, as it  were, th e future 
of both classes: th e one grow ing pu to  honest and 
fruitfu l industry, w ith  real happines and Christ­
ian ideals; the other takin g the path  of pleasures 
and sensual enjoym ent, w ith  blasphem y and 
hatred  intermingled.

T here is 110 need to  ask w hich will m ake 
the better citizens of th e S tate  and the honour 
of their Country: it  w ould be an insult to good 
sense. T he questions th a t do suggest them selves 
are these: H ow  is it th a t a ll do n ot at once 
grasp the real w orth  of the In stitu te  of Don 
Bosco? A n d how is it th a t hatred can go so far 
as to  com pletely change the real state  of things 
and pervert the mind so m uch as to  m ake it 
prefer evil to  good? H ow  can the great, inert 
m ass of th e indifferent carry its ap a th y  so far 
as not to  see the d u ty  incum bent 011 all of 
co-operating in such a work, the m ost necessary 
perhaps of our tim es, or a t least th a t which 
th e country m ost needs.

W e m ust bring hom e to  th e people, th a t true 
love of country is not th a t w hich m anifests itself 
chiefly in dem onstrations, or in conspicuous 
contributions for war; ju st as virtu e  does not 
consist only in the boldness of an hour of bra­
very . I t  is som ething more precious and more 
useful; and he w ho daily  overcom es his unseen 
difficulties, and m akes the sacrifices demanded 
a t every  hour, is gaining victories th a t are more 
noble than  the soldier’s; and th ey  who are en­

gaged in form ing th e character to  th is ideal are 
a t least as w orth y of the cou n try ’s honour as 
those w ho secure her from  her extern al foes.

B u t th is work could not be carried on if not 
inspired w ith  ideals higher than  life and duty, 
and if n ot established 011 im m utable principles. 
A  m edical-educational paper w hich freely m ain­
tains its fundam ental difference of ideas from  
our o\vTn, recently published some eulogium s on 
Salesian In stitutes, and the m ethods adopted 
in them . I t  recognised the excellence of the 
results and lam ented the fa ct th a t in spite of 
ev ery  effort th ey  could not be obtained in a lay  
Institute. Such frankness is n ot a lw ays found 
am ong adversaries; b u t i t  becom es un w ittingly  
am using when it  goes on to urge th e followers of 
D on Bosco to  change th e foundations of their 
m ethod, because, being based upon Religion, it 
exposes th e youn g m an, to  the danger of having 
all his m oral edifice crum bled aw ay, when in 
the inevitable shock w ith  other principles and 
ideas he shall lose th e fa ith  of his early  life. 
W e need not rem ark on the strange idea held 
b y  the w riter in the m edical journal concerning 
th e F aith , w hich he thin ks can be lost w ith  such 
facility  once it  is firm ly established in the soul; 
and he does not seem  to  know  th a t even Rénan 
recognised th a t F a ith  has this peculiarity  about 
it, th a t when lost it  still operates; and lie thus 
explained the rectitude of m any unbelievers 
who unknow ingly obeyed the precepts of the 
F a ith  w hile th e y  thought them selves beyond 
its influence.

B u t w e w ould put one question to  th is contem ­
porary. Is not the success of th e m ethods of 
Salesian Institutes, w hich seems so strange 
to  it, due to  th is v e ry  basis of religion which it 
desires to  see changed? And accordingly, 
b y  returning the good counsel, instead of advis­
ing the followers of D on Bosco to  adopt other 
educational theories, it  seems appropriate to 
ask other bodies to  so adap t theirs as to  gain a 
like success. Indeed it  is quite tim e to  lay  pre­
tence aside, a pretence w hich has been m aintain­
ed far too long, to  the utter ruin of whole ge­
nerations and an im m ense loss to  society. I 
is tim e for educators, if th ey  h ave a spark of 
lo ya lty , to  confess th a t th ey  were w ion g, and 
th a t the m ethods of the past f ifty  years have 
been wrong. T o d a y, as tw en ty  centuries ago, 
and as alw ays, it  is Christianity and C hristianity 
alone th a t has the true reply to  th e growing 
evils; for its teaching alone has the m oral power 
for form ing strong, pure and honest consciences; 
for society, like the individual, is forced to  re­
peat the w oids of longing of S t. Augustine: 
“ W e are m ade for Thee, O Lord, and w e shall 
a lw ays be repining till w e rest in T h ee ."
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t Salesian Notes and News

L o n d o n .  O ur chief announcem ent this 
m onth from  London is given  a t some length in 
our leading pages. The v isit of H is Em inence 
the Cardinal was originally intended to have a 
far more intim ate connection w ith  th e School 
than it actu ally  did. On account of unforeseen 
circum stances it  would have been ve ry  incon­
venient for the Cardinal to have com e on an­
other d a y  than  th a t chosen b y  him, particularly 
when the date had been announced in the Press. 
T h is fell during the holidays, and the boys there­
fore had no opportunity of welcom ing him, or 
of entertaining him w ith  their School play. B ut 
we m ay y e t have to record his com ing to  see 
this last m entioned item , and w e are certain 
th a t His Em inence w ould find the tim e pass 
pleasantly enough, for the m usical part alone 
w ould be w orth  going a good distance to  enjoy. 
H ow ever we m ust content ourselves w ith  living 
in hopes as far as th a t is concerned.

A s to school m atters a re-opening is jT ac­
tica lly  all th a t we h ave to chronicle a t the time 
of writing. B u t when these pages are in the 
R eader’s hands the term  w ill be regarded, both 
b y  m asters and boys as already old, for the feel­
ings associated w ith  a new term  are rapidly 
dissipated in the air of school routine which is so 
apt to absorb too much of school life. T he even­
ing of the opening d a y  w as beguiled b y  a fine 
show of pictures on the School cinem a, and on 
th e following d ay  studies were resumed and new 
boys initiated. The Term  is a com paratively  
short one as E aster is early, and steady scholastic 
duties w ill run their even course till Shrovetide.

A  com ing notew orthy even t is the promised 
v isit of H is Lordship the Bishop of Southw ark, 
b u t as this will fall on a Sunday, it will not in ­
terrupt scliool-work, unless it entails a holiday 
for the boys. H is Lordship is a lw ays a  most 
welcom e gu est and the prom ised visit, being on 
the day when we celebrate our patronal feast, 
S t. Francis of Sales will be a ll the more appre­
ciated and gratiying.

jfe
F a r n b o r o u g h ,  a  busy and prosperous term  

has been spent a t the Salesian School Farn bo­

rough. W e h ave already referred to the v isit of 
His Lordship th e Bishop of Portsm outh, ever a 
kind patron of the School, a t whose v isit the 
prizes for the preceding School Y e a r  were distri­
buted, and the report of the exam inations read. 
In  1911 and 1912 the School has done wonder­
fu lly  well, gaining five responsions a t Oxford, 
ten  distinctions, thirteen honours and seventy- 
six  passes, and am ong the achievem ents the se­
cond place in Greek in the O xford L ocal exa ­
m ination.

L ater on in the Term , Fr. P rovincial visited 
the School and his Sacerdotal Jubilee was so­
lem nly kept. There was also on th a t occasion 
the blessing of the new statue of th e Sacred 
H eart for the Church, the statue beitrg a beautiful 
w ork a f art b y  an em inent B elgian sculptor.

The N ew  Y e a r  promises great things. An 
im portant extension to the School Buildings 
is about to  be commenced, which is to include 
Refectories, D orm itory, K itchen s etc, and will 
enable the securing of m uch greater educational 
efficiency. Previous im provem ents had already 
increased the accom m odation so th a t another 
th irty  boys were accepted. This however, is by 
no means a halting place, for th e new  building 
w ill so increase the accom m odation as to  enable 
m any more applications to be considered. I t  is 
hoped th a t these extensions and im provem ents 
will be com pleted b y  E aster or soon after, and 
applications should therefore be m ade during 
th is term  to  th e V ery  R ev. A . Sutherland. S. C. 
Salesian School. Farnborough. H ants.

T h e  * * e a u s e ”  Follow ing on the various 
o f  F r .  B e l t r a m i  gatherings th a t have recently 

been held in connection with 
Fr. B eltram i and the proposed introduction of 
his cause, there has now been issued a com ­
plete biography of this Salesian priest, w ritten 
b y  the Spiritual D irector of the Society, who 
w as m aster of novices to Fr. Beltram i.

“ Around the Founders of Religious O rders." 
he writes, ‘ ‘ the grace of God has alm ost in va­
riably raised up a com pany of sa in tly  followers, 
who are like the lesser stars w aitin g on the one
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of greater m agnitude, b u t y e t are brillian tly  shi­
ning orbs them selves. St. B enedict, S t. Francis, 
St. Dom inic, St. Ignatius are each exam ples of 
this, and as it  is generally agreed th a t D on Bos- 
co ’s mission in our own days w as n ot of less im ­
portance than  theirs, so we find him  surrounded 
b y  a  circle of sa in tly  followers, m any of whom 
are of too recent m em ory to  be singled out.

B u t above a ll I  would place Fr. B eltram i, as 
a specially brillian t star, who spread his rays 
far and wide b y  his exam ple of em inent virtue, 
and his courage in  great trials. I place him high 
am ong D on B osco's followers, for he displays 
such evident signs of sa n ctity  th a t no one could 
m istake them , and thus he w ith  others repeats 
this rem arkable gathering of chosen souls, g iv ­
en b y  God to  his special Servants to  assist in or 
confirm their w ork. I h ave spent more than 
fifty  years in th e Society and for more than 
tw enty-five w as M aster of N ovices. H ow  m any 
sa in tly  religious I have know n in th a t tim e, and 
how m any excellent youn g men w ith  angelic 
souls have passed through m y care, chosen 
flowers in the L o rd ’s garden. A n d y e t  I can 
safely  say, w ithout attem p ting to  m ake com­
parisons, th a t none of them  surpassed Fr. A n ­
drew B eltram i in virtue.

H avin g read a great m any lives of the saints 
and given m uch careful thought to  w h at are 
the notes and characteristics of san ctity, I can 
say  positively  th a t I have m et them  all in our 
confrère, and in the highest degree. A n d all 
those who knew him  agree w ith  me in this. I 
never heard one of his Superiors or brethren 
cast th e slightest shadow of doubt upon his 
extraordin ary virtue, or as is generally said, 
upon his san ctity. T h is agreem ent is signifi­
can t and points to  the conclusion th a t God has 
worked this wonder before our eyes.

T he life of Fr. Beltram i, passed in hidden con­
verse w ith  God, in prayer, suffering, hum iliation 
and sacrifice in labours constant b u t hidden, in 
heroic charity, although restricted to the circle 
narrowed b y  his conditions, m ake up such a 
com plex as to  force one to  say: fa ith  has worked 
m any prodigies in the past, it works them  today 
as i t  w ill do w hile the world lasts.

Short indeed w as his life, as far as years go; 
b u t when we consider the virtues practised and 
merits acquired it  appears long and full. The 
words of the B ook of W isdom  are em inently 
applicable to  him  th a t although his d ays were 
brief he achieved great things. H e m ade such 
good use of the talents he had received th a t he 
q u ick ly  stored up immense treasure, and was 
deemed w orthy to be called b y  God as the good 
and faithful servan t to receive the reward, not 
proportioned to his years, but measured b y  the

fervour of his devotion and the perfection of Ins 
virtue.

I t  would seem  also th a t God designed to  m ake 
our sa in tly  confrère pass through all the phases 
of Salesian life so as to be a m odel in them  all 
cleric, teacher, university student, priest, w ri­
ter and w ith  them  all an invalid. H e thus 
ga v e  an exam ple in every  virtue, patience and 
charity , zeal and love of suffering.

* *
T he w riter has gathered together the Supe­

riors and com panions of Fr. B eltram i and lets 
them  speak from  personal experience of con­
ta c t w ith the subject of the biography; while his 
own knowledge of th e priest is deep and wide 
since he had him  practically  all his life under 
his direction. H is Em inence Cardinal R ichelm y 
writes to  the author saying: W h a t is particu­
larly  to  be appreciated in your book is th a t great 
fru it m ay be draw n from  it in the sanctification 
of souls; and H is Em inence Card. Ferrari also 
testifies to  the exceptional value of th is life of 
“ the great ornam ent of the Salesian S ociety .”

A
P a s t  P u p i l s .  Jt is perhaps only n atural 

th a t am ong our past-pupils the greatest a ttach ­
m ent should be displayed b y  those belonging to 
the Province w ith  w hich the name of D on Bosco 
is m ost closely associated, th a t of Piedm ont. 
G reat num bers of these form er pupils, whether 
of the Turin  O ratory, or from  other Schools of 
the P rovince are to be found everyw here in 
Piedm ont, and these have recently held a Con­
gress of their own at the O ratory.

T he V ery  R ev. Don A lbera presided, and a 
large num ber of distinguished men supported 
him  on the platform , while among the P ast were 
m any who have gained honoured places in eccle­
siastical or lay  careers. T he nam es of the Car­
dinal Archbishop of Turin, of several archbishops 
and bishops were associated w ith  th e members 
present.

Am ong the subjects discussed were the follow­
ing: The publication of an organ for the Inter­
national Federation of past-pupils; the part to 
be taken b y  the P ast in the erection of the m o­
num ent to D on Bosco; the necessity and means 
of prom oting Congresses or local re-unions of 
past-pupils to  prepare for a  w orthy celebration 
of the centenary of D on Bosco’s birth  in the 
year 1915; the practical means for enrolling past- 
pupils and in itiatin g them  into the w orking of 
th e re-unions and general m eetings.

E ach  of these general topics w as fully discuss­
ed and suitable resolution adopted and com­
m ittees were appointed for their realisation.
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A t  the close of the Congress the dram atic com ­
pan y of th e D on  Bosco Club ga v e  a special en­
tertainm ent in honour of the guests. The 
Congress w as conducted m ost successfully and 
revealed rem arkable strength  of num bers and 
of m oral power, even in this one section  of the 
P ast Pupils; and am ong the speakers were 
m any who have long ago m ade a name for them ­
selves in public life: I t  is these now, as Don 
A lbera well remarked, who are th e apostles of 
the spirit of D on  Bosco, and th a t though the 
Salesians them selves con be counted, these 
new apostles are fast becom ing as innumerable 
as the sands on the sea-shore.

*
D .  a i b e r a ’ s  

T r a v e l s .
Just before the feast of the 
Im m aculate Conception our 

Superior General concluded an extended visit 
to  the H ouses in the Province of L iguria, which 
includes such Houses and Colleges as those of 
San  Pier d*Arena, V arazze, Savona, Alassio and 
Bordighera, and everyw here he m et large num ­
bers of Co-operators. T he speakers a t San  Pier 
d ’Arena were n ot slow to  remind D on A lbera 
th a t he him self was intim ately  connected w ith  
the School, for he had been sent b y  D on Bosco 
to found it and give it  the send-off for its subse­
quent prosperous career.

A rriving a t V arazze D on  A lbera found the 
whole c ity  in expectation  of his visit, and all 
the authorities of the town, headed b y  th e M ayor 
were at the station to  give him public welcome. 
H is sta y  was a series of trium phs particu larly  a t 
the m eetings of the Co-operators and past-pu- 
pils and when he preached from the pulpit of 
the College Church the place was filled to  over­
flowing. T he whole was a  m anifestation de­
m onstrating w ith  no uncertain  sound the feeling 
of the people tow ards the w ork of w hich the 
V ery  R ev. D on A lbera is th e head.

A t Savona, Alassio and B ordighera there 
were the like festivities and m eetings of th e Co-o­
perators, am ong whom  were m ost of th e distin­
guished people of the various towns. The 
schools at Bordighera b oth  of the Salesians and 
o f the N uns of M ary H elp of Christians were 
opened b y  D on Bosco to  counteract th e growing 
influence of the P rotestant sects in th a t R iviera 
tow n  and the prosperity of these schools shows 
th a t  Ins foresight has m et w ith  success. D on 
A lb era  returned to the O ratory m uch impress­
ed  b y  the constan tly  increasing zeal of the 
Co-operators, and the spread of the veneration 
towards D on Bosco and D on Rua.

Items in Brief .

The construction of the m uch needed extension 
of the Salesian School, Farnborough, and the 
com pletion of the School according to  the plans 
will entail great outlay, and contributions to this 
fund from  th e Co-operators will be gratefu lly  
acknowledged b y  the Superior, who has arrang­
ed for daily  prayers for a ll berefactors.

** *
T he tow n of Santiago in Chile has recently 

been celebrating th e tw enty-fifth  anniversary 
of the com ing of the Salesians to  th a t R epublic. 
There w as a Pontifical H igh  Mass, and in the 
evening a great gathering w as held, during 
w hich a telegram  was received from  the H oly 
F ather, congratulating th e Salesians and their 
Co-operators on the great w ork for th e good of 
souls th a t is being accom plished in th a t prosper­
ous Republic.

** *
A t W ernsee in A u stria  a new Salesian College 

w as opened as a Sem inary ju st before the end 
of last year. The Bishop of M arburg, in his 
address a t the cerem ony of the blessing and inau­
guration, said: “ I am  about to  go to  Rome, and 
I  shall te ll the H o ly  F ath er th a t in th is year of 
th e E ucharistie Congress at V ienna, God has 
sent the Sons of D on  Bosco into m y Diocese fo _ 
th e cu ltivation  of vocations to  the priesthood.”

The D irec to rs  o f the Salesian B u lle tin  
( in  whateoer language) fee l themseloes 
ob liged  to p u t Readers on th e ir  g u a rd  
aga inst persons attem pting to obtain a lm s  
on b e h a lf o f Don Bosco s M issions o r  
Works. They are  p a r t ic u la r ly  w arned  
against ce rta in  ind iu idua ls , who ask fo r  
the past num bers o f the B u lle tin , under 
pretence o f tak ing them to H osp ita ls  o r  
other Institu tions, and thus p repare  the 
way fo r  asking a lm s fo r  uarious im a g i- 
nary works.
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T h e first v is it  to  the C apital of th e  d istrict 
of Heung Shan.

(Leiter from the missionary F r . L ouis Versiglia).

Very Reverend Father,

B or som e tim e I  have been anxious to 
v isit th e c ity  of Hcung-Shan, C apital 
of th e district of th a t name. I t  is also 

called Seak-K ei and contains about 150.000 
inh abitants and has a few  Christians w ith  a 
sm all m issionary residence. A  serious question 
in the village of Seong-Chan near Ian-M un, fur­
nished the opportunity. I t  w as a question of 
protecting the Christian settlem ent against the 
ill-treatm ent of the pagans. A  Christian in­
form ed me of the circum stances and I  set off 
im m ediately.

Incidents of the  journey —  Reception by the  Chri­
s t ian s  and the pagans —  Towards Seak  Kei —  
Chinese curiosity.

I  entered a b oat w hich was to  ta k e  me to  a 
certain  spot w here I hoped to  find another 
w hich would tak e  me to  m y destination; but 
after an uncom fortable h alf-d ay ’s journey, the 
corresponding b oat had already left.

A ccordingly I  hired a b oat like a cockle-shell, 
in  w hich were huddled together m y servant, 
th e n ative C atechist and m yself as w ell as the 
boatm an and his w ife . T he latter steered whilst 
her husband attended to  the sail w hich w as only 
a rag fastened to a bamboo.

In  a short tim e the stream  widened and w ith 
a favourable w ind the b o at advanced w ith 
great rapidity; from tim e to  tim e th e w aves 
were alarm ing. There w as a m om ent when 
we thought our last hour had come: tw o or 
three tim es the b o at was vio len tly  raised several 
feet above the usual level and then cast w ith  the 
same fury into an abyss ready to  sw allow  us up; 
a prayer for help suggested itself instinctively. 
B u t the boatm an, not understanding this

language, hauled down the sail and cried: “ Stop! 
let no one m ove!”  and we, holding on to  each 
other w ith  one hand, w ith  the other gripped 
the side of th e b oat to  prevent ourselves being 
throw n out b y  the violence of the waves; sh ut­
tin g  our eyes so as not to  see the abyss which 
ev ery  m om ent threatened to engulf us, w e 
commended ourselves silen tly  to God.

F ortu n ately  i t  was only a local storm , caused 
b y  the m eeting of the winds at th a t place, and 
after passing it, calm  returned.

W e gave thanks to  God for delivering us from  
this peril, and it  w as n ot th e only one, for three 
tim es the same d a y  we were 011 the point of being 
upset b y  the waves,, b u t w e escaped each tim e 
thanks to  Providence and to the im perturbabi­
lity  of our boatm an, who, im passible, crouching 
on the prow  of our little  b oat w ith  the sail 
iopes in his hand issued his com m ands w ith  the 
steadiness of an adm iral, perem ptorily requiring 
the help of one or other of the passagers.

A ll at once the w ind ceased and the b oat re­
m ained m otionless under a burning sun.

— “ To-night it  seems we shall have to  remain 
on th e river”  —  said th e pilot.

Such a prospect w as anything but cheerful... 
A  whole night motionless on the river! Besides 
other inconveniences there was the danger of 
pirates, who certain ly would not fail to  observe 
our situation.

Therefore after a short consultation we de­
cided to  change our route. B y  labouring 
a t th e oars th e b oat was rowed into a som ewhat 
narrow channel, and the scene becam e grotes­
que.

On reaching this channel the boatm an and 
his wife jum ped into the w ater and attaching 
ropes to  th e b oat th ey  ascended the bank and 
dragged the b oat along like oxen drawing a 
cart... For eight long hours we had to  put up 
w ith  this w retched m ethod of transport, expe­
riencing the vagaries of Chinese navigation!

On landing we could scaicely  stand from 
cram p and stiffness. W e had, nevertheless,, 
still a four hours’ w alk  before us, so th a t it 
was ten o’clock a t n ight when we reached the 
Christian settlem ent.

N otw ithstanding the lateness of th e hour



42 SALESIAN BULLETIN

and the darkness of th e night, th e news of the 
m issionary’s arrival spread inm ediately and 
w hilst the Christians cam e gladly to  welcom e us, 
the pagans angrily assem bled in the tem ple of 
their ancestors and began to  beat th e tom-tom 
and fire off bom bs and guns as is their custom  
when they wish to frighten aw ay  pirates.

E vid en tly  th ey  wished t o . frighten m e and 
m ake me retire; the Christians them selves were 
alarm ed, b u t when th ey  saw  me perfectly tran­
quil and undisturbed, they were reassured; we 
laughed at their sim plicity and after some re­
freshm ent we w en t to  bed.

In  the m orning after exam ining th e state  of 
affairs I  decided to  go up the river to  refer the 
m atters in dispute to  the m andarin of the chief 
tow n and it  was thus I decided to  go to Seak- 
K e i  (Heung-Shan).

T he journey, it  is unnecessary to  state, if not 
on foot, m ust be by boat.

T h is tim e there w as no question of sails, oars, 
or ropes; c ivilizatio n  w as represented b y  m a­
chinery and the vessel was propelled b y  a pad­
dle-wheel which,, in its turn, was set in motion 
b y  eight men w alking ovei it! T here were also 
a ll modern conveniences, beds for sleeping, a 
dining-room, sm oking-room  etc. etc.

T he b oat indeed was b arely  ten feet in height 
and was divided in three com partm ents, the 
lowest, the hold for b allast and goods, and the 
other tw o, not th ree and a half feet high, one 
reserved for men, the other for women; th e pigs, 
fowls and geese (of w hich there were a great 
number) like privileged beings were under cover.

H ere therefore, each in his own com partm ent 
chooses th e position w hich pleases him  best, 
lays down a m at and seats him self or reclines 
011 it; and here also if he wishes, he eats, 
smokes, plays, takes off his shoes, his jacket, etc. 
etc. w ithout by your leave! I  beg your -pardon! 
E v e ry  one is free and no one is astonished at 
anything. Is not th is the height of com fort? 
H ow  troublesom e are th e tram m els of etiquette! 
I sought out a corner where I  settled  m yself as 
well as I could. I t  was seven o ’clock in the 
morning. I had scarcely entered when I  found 
all eyes fixed  on m e w ith  wonder and adm ira­
tion. A fter  a while one of the more polite ap­
proached and began a conversation.

W h at chiefly took their fancy w as m y  long 
nose and m y th ick  beard.

— “ W h y have you, E uropean devils, such 
long noses?”

— “ And w h y have you, Chinese devils, such 
short ones?”

M y reply m ade them  reflect on their w ant of 
politeness, and afterwards they were satisfied 
w ith calling me: “ the foreign gentleman.”

M eanwhile I  perceived th a t m y reply or 
rather m y question had disconcerted them  so 
m uch th a t their short nose appeared to be 
lengthened. I left them  in their perp lexity  for a 
w hile and then w ith  an air of g ra v ity  I began:

— “ See! when we are little, our m other car­
ries us in her arms and from  tim e to  tim e, as a 
m ark of affection, pulls our nose; and thuß it 
grows! On the contrary when you  are infants, 
you are fastened on your m other’s back, so 
th a t when she w alks or m oves you r nose knocks 
against her back  bone; and so it remains 
short.”

If m y first answer had am azed them , this 
explanation caused them  to  stare w ith  open 
m outh.

— ‘‘H ere is a foreigner,”  said one, “ who is 
more learned than we are!”

— “ It  is m ost extraordin ary!"
Curiosity increased and from  the nose passed 

on to th e beard.
— “ And w h y is you r beard so long and thick, 

w hilst we Chinese h ave hardly a n y ? ”
I w aited  a little  before answering and then 

w ith a socratic air I enquired:
— “ W hich is the food you  like best and eat 

m ost frequen tly?”
— “ P ork .”
— “ V ery  good” , I replied; "an d  do you 

know  which is the favourite and ordinary dish 
for E uropeans?”

— “ W h at is it? ”
— “ B eef....”
— “ W ell?”
— “ W ell, do you not understand? C attle 

have a great deal of hair and the m eat m akes 
the beard grow; pigs h ave little hair and th a t 
is how your beard is so short and th in !...”

— “ E h ... I  did not th in k  your knowledge was 
so great... you m ust certain ly have studied m any 
books...”

— “ Y e s .”
— “ A n d can you  read Chinese books?”
—:“ C ertain ly!”  and before th ey  could hand 

me one, I brought out m y Chinese Catechism , 
the only book I could read, and began gravely  
to read it  aloud.

This brought their adm iration to the highest 
pitch.

— “ Is i t  possible th a t a foreigner knows our 
letters? b u t this is a prodigy!...”

This is a sam ple of Chinese ideas. N o foreign­
er can surpass the Chinese in knowledge and 
the height of knowledge is to  be able to read 
the letters of the alphabet.

— “ A n d tell us,”  continued the enquirer; 
“ do you  also know how to  explain these letters?” 

Such a question need cause no surprise A
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Chinese learns parrot-like for three, four or 
five years a certain  num ber of letters w ithout 
concerning him self about their meaning. L ater 
on if he wishes to  rem ain in th e school and has 
m oney to  p a y  the teacher, he goes 011 to  study 
the explanation  of the same.

M eanwhile m y questions gave me an op­
portun ity  to  speak of religion and exp lain  a lit ­
tle  of th e catechism . T h ey listened w ith  m ouths 
open, astonished a t the novelty... b u t w ith  
w hat fruit? Ncque qui plantat, ñeque qui ri­
gat... I t  m ay bear fru it later; the Chinese does 
not advance b y  leaps and bounds. Perhaps 
in four or five years he m ay look back  upon 
w hat he lias heard and seek out a M issionary to 
be ta u gh t and to  em brace w h a t he now hears 
out of curiosity. Such is the experience of the 
older Älissionaries.

Arrival a t  Seak-Kei —  Visit to the M andarin  —
—  Alarming news —  Arrival of the Revolution" 
a r ie s  —  The effects of the Revolution.

W ith  such like conversations, a  little  sleep 
and some refreshm ent th e tim e passed less weari­
ly  and we reached Seak-Kei a t  nine o’clock in 
the evening.

I w ent d irectly  to  the little  Mission house 
and the catecliist, aghast a t seeing me said, 
a fter th e first greeting:

— “ O h Father! how ever did you  venture to 
com e here?”

— "W h y ? ”
— "A n d  do you  not know  th a t the country is 

infested w ith  robbers and th a t the revolutionary 
Republicans are com ing to  tak e  the c ity ? ”

— " A ll  righ t” , I replied, " I  have com e for the 
sam e purpose, b u t though m y undertaking is 
m uch more difficult than  theirs, I hope to  suc­
ceed in tim e.”

— " T h a t  is tru e”  he replied laughing, and he 
hastened at once to  get me some food, after 
w hich havin g returned thanks to God. I re­
tired  to  rest.

T he following morning, seated in a sedan-chair 
and followed b y  three others sim ilarly carried, 
I w ent to v isit the M andarin, who w as very  
am iable and m ade me m any promises, w hich he 
probably foresaw he would be unable to  keep, 
since from  all parts cam e uncertain rumours 
about th e revolution.

— "T h e y  have already conquered the Soli­
tali.”

— "T h e y  are about to  cross th e borders of 
Heung-Shan.”

— “ T h ey are going to a tta ck  Sin-Lam ."
— “ T h ey have already taken  it ...”
B u t others said:

— “ No! those are not the revolutionaries, they 
are brigands in disguise;.... Sin-Lam  w as a tta ck ­
ed  b y  400 brigands, w ho pillaged the principal 
shops and carried off m any women and children.. 
N ow  they are com ing to  Seak-K ei...”

— “ T h ey w ill certain ly  be here to-n ight...”
— “ T h ey  w ill arrive tom orrow!”
These exaggerated accounts, m inutely substan­

tiated, ended in a general alarm  w iiich  became 
sheer consternation .

A t  the sm allest unusual noise the gates of the 
streets were closed, the houses were barricaded 
and every one prepared to defend him self as 
best he could.

A larm ing details increased the panic; the 
sm all band of police assembled, com panies of 
soldiers hurried b y  as if to  a tta ck  an enemy; 
the harbour w as em pty, for of the steam ers 
usually  to  be seen arriving a t a ll hours from 
Hong-Kong, Macao, Canton, and Kong M an, not 
one w as visible. H ence a thousand extraordi­
nary conjectures; the actu al fact being th a t the 
steam ers had been forcib ly  taken  b y  the revo­
lutionaries for the transport of troops.

M any of the Christians, in consternation at 
the reports, not of the revolutionaries w'hose 
com ing was desired, b u t of the brigands whose 
inglorious exploits wrere increasing in the neigh­
bourhood, assembled a t the Mission-house to  be 
near the priest.

T o  reassure them , relying on the fair promises 
of the m andarin I sent to  ask for a guard wiiich 
w as graciously supplied. T en  soldiers came 
and placed them selves as sentries round the 
house, thus raising the courage of th e Christians.

M any tim es during the day false alarm s were 
given  and the sm allest incident sufficed to  in­
crease the general terror; the d a y  passed in this 
m anner and the following night but few  retir­
ed to  rest.

In  the morning the reports were still more 
confusing.

— “ T he brigands are coming!... T h ey  will 
burn the c ity !”

— “ No, they are the revolutionaries!...”
— ‘ ‘T h ey are about to  cross the river!... There 

are four hundred!”
— “ There are six  hundred!”
•— "T h ere are more than a thousan d...”
In  fact before long w e heard som e shots. 

T he revolutionär}7 troops had a ctu ally  ar­
rived.

Concentrating first of all in Son-tak south of 
Canton, where they liad im portant encounters 
w ith  the Im perialist troops, th ey  afterwards 
descended on Henng-Shan ; they attacked  first 
the c ity  of Sin-Sam  in the N orth, then cam e down 
to Nam-long and so on finally to  Seak-Kei so



44 SALESIAN BULLETIN

as to enter th e chief town, m aking them selves 
M asters of the W estern G ate.

The soldiers w ho w ere guarding it  tried  to 
m ake som e resistance, b u t a discharge of m us­
ketry  from th e opposing force stretched several 
on the ground, w hilst the rest fled. F ortu n a­
te ly  these w ere the on ly victim s on th a t day.

The m ilitary M andarin tried to  assemble his 
forces to  m arch against the revolutionaries, b u t 
th ey  refused, threatened, implored and finally 
all fled to  join  the revolutionaries, so th a t the 
poor m an had to run and hide him self to  save 
his life.

H avin g seized th e W estern Gate, the revolu­
tionaries poured into the c ity , through the very  
street where th e Mission-house is situated.

The vague reports, previously disseminated, 
the uncertainty still prevailing as to  where 
these men cam e from  and w h a t were their in ­
tentions had increased th e panic to  such a de­
gree th a t after the first gun shots, the c ity  re­
sem bled a tom b. T here w as no one in the 
streets.

M an y Christians who, after hearing Mass, 
had n ot ventured to  return to  th e ir  houses, a t 
this m om ent gathered round me and falling on 
their knees, cried out:

—  Oh! F ather, here w e are! save us! If  
w e are in  fau lt, punish us yourself, b u t defend 
us from the soldiers.

Their terror increased when th ey  beheld the 
picket of soldiers, who had been on guard, going 
away!

I  com forted them  sending them  to  the Cha­
pel to  pray; th ey  obeyed and one of them  in­
toned the L ita n y  of th e »Saints, to  w hich all 
responded w ith  great devotion.

M eanwhile, from  a  post of observation, I 
aw aited events which, in m y opinion, were not 
so alarm ing.

In  fact, n ot long after, a crier, m arching in 
front of th e revolutionaries, called out:

— “ L e t no one be afraid, we are yoitr brethren 
com ing to  deliver y o u  from  the slavery  which 
has for so long oppressed you! B e of good 
cheer! Tom orrow  rice and wood w ill be cheap, 
justice will be lo yally  administered and evil 
doers w ill be severely punished; rejoice and 
fire off you r guns.”

This announcem ent produced a  m agical ef­
fect. A s the herald passed on his w a y, one 
saw the doors opening and all rushing out, some 
to b uy fire-works, others to  provide banners, 
others applauding enthusiastically th e m ulti­
coloured band passing by.

T here w ere some w ho had already cu t off the 
pig-tail, others who had not, one liad a hat, 
or a cap, or a sm all straw  hat, others w ent bare­

headed; I could n ot help laughing on seing one 
w ith  a priest’s berretta. Perhaps he had seen a 
E uropean (a priest of course) w earing one and 
thought he had a right to  w ear it  him self con­
vinced th a t he had thus m ounted in the scale 
of civilization; and to th in k  th a t w ith  us the 
priest’s berretta  is a m ark of obscurantism !...

T here w ere others who, over a p air of Chinese 
trousers, wide to  th e knee, wore a sw allow -tail 
coat or overcoat. A t  th a t m om ent anything 
E uropean w as a sign of civilization. T he w ea­
pons were of all sorts, resem bling th e spoils of 
a rich museum.

T he dem eanour of the officials was tru ly  
m artial; for the m ost part th ey  w ere young and 
had spent some tim e in foreign countries. 
N early all were ligh tly  clad in  klaki, adorned 
w ith  yellow  ribbon; w earing a peaked cap, they 
rode one on an ass, another on a horse, led b y  
tw o soldiers acting as grooms. B u t their a tti­
tude w as as of one on th e look out for an am ­
buscade a t every step; th ey  advanced w ith  their 
hands crossed in front, grasping tw o revolvers, 
ready for use at any m om ent. Behind the re­
volutionary band cam e the m andarin's soldiers 
on th e w a y  ty in g  on the w hite band the sym bol 
of the revolution.

The Christians, tak in g confidence, also went 
out to  see to  t h  ir  houses, and th e y  wished 
me to send out and buy crackers.

— “ N o!”  I  replied, “ th at is n ot m y busi­
ness...”

— “ B u t y o u  m ust, otherwise y o u  w ill lose you 
head or you r prop erty;..."

— ’“ N o!”  I  said, and I would not.
M eanwhile the revolutionaries, w en t round 

the c ity  and were everyw here received w ith 
acclam ations and the discharge of crackers by 
the populace transported w ith  joy.

In  abou t an hour there cam e to  the Mission 
a p icket of tw e n ty  soldiers who surrounded the 
house. Several Christians cam e to  w arn me:

— “ Oh! F ather, i t  is ju st as w e told  you!... 
Y o u  w ould not burn the crackers, and now the 
soldiers have come to  ta k e  vengeance on yo u .”

— “ W a it a w hile,”  I  replied: and I w ent up 
to the corporal who, saluting respectfully, hand­
ed me an order from  the com m ander in which 
he said th a t in the present change of govern­
m ent fearing some scoundrel m ight a tta ck  the 
catholic Mission-house, he had arranged th a t 
tw en ty  soldiers should alw ays be 011 guard 
around it, until tran qu illity  w as once more 
restored in th e city .

W e had a good laugh  a t the fright of the 
Christians; but it  w as not surprising; 011 such 
occasions in China one m ust be prepared for 
anything. M eanwhile I  sent a t once the ex-
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pression of m y gratitude to  the m ilitary com ­
mander.

E ven  the m ilitary M andarin go t off easily, 
for being pursued and discovered he w as con­
ducted  trem bling before th e conqueror who 
spared his life on th e condition of shouting: 
“ L ong live  th e R evolution !”  and w earing the 
sym bol thereof.

A n d w h at w ere th e results of the change of 
governm ent? Perhaps th e on ly one so far 
w as th a t th e p igta il w as cu t off. On th a t very  
d a y  an edict w as issued com m anding every  one 
to  cut i t  off; thus ev ery  shop becam e a b arb er’s 
and scissors, razors, knives all were em ployed 
w ith  classical results! One had his head clean 
shaved, another shaved all round had a tu ft  of 
hair on the to p  of his head, another m erely a 
lock of hair in  th e front or a t one side. I t  was 
not a  question of artistic hair-dressing; on ly a 
v e ry  sm all charge w as made.

T he Governm ent, to insure obedience to  its 
first order (beginnings are a lw ays im portant) 
sent a troop of soldiers to  th e harbour and the 
gates of the c ity . T h ey  w ere arm ed w ith  large 
scissors, so th a t all, entering or leavin g w ithout 
havin g perform ed the sacred cerem ony of the 
tonsure, should have it  done a t once. Protests 
were unavailing; a t m ost the m iserable appen­
dage w as given  back: "H ere  this is yours!”  
th ey  said pleasantly, "g o  in peace!”  and the poor 
creature to  avoid  insults w as obliged to  hold his 
tongue and go aw ay.

B u t this tran q u illity  did n ot last long. The 
c ity  havin g subm itted and order being more 
or less restored, the Governor of the Province re­
siding in Canton sent his representative to  take 
over th e governm ent of th e c ity  and the district, 
b u t th e com m ander of the troops refused, alleg­
ing Ins rights as conqueror. T he troops also 
were divided, tak in g sides for one or other party, 
and from  threats th ey  cam e to  a real b attle . The 
rebels ran to  entrench them selves in various 
parts of the c ity  and th e others prepared to 
dislodge them; it w as a  dangerous underta­
king, the streets being v e ry  narrow and the 
houses poorly constructed and unsuitable for 
defence, so th a t bullets w histlitig from  all sides 
penetrated even private houses so th a t in 
soldiers and citizens there were m any deaths. 
W ith  alarm  we heard from  th e Mission-house 
the discharge of fire arms, th e shouts of the 
com batants and the piteous skrieks of the 
wounded. T he fight lasted from  six  o’clock 
in th e morning till about five in the afternoon 
and ended w ith  the com plete v icto ry  of the G o­
vernm ent troops. O f the others some surren­
dered or took to  flight, others were first taken 
prisoners and then shot. T he Commander of

of th e rebels fled through th e fields, b u t being 
pursued and captured he w as brought back  to 
the c ity  where the victorious soldiers flinging 
them selves upon him  tore him  to pieces and, 
extractin g  ’his heart, carried it  round the city  
on a  pike. H is victo ry , in tak in g the c ity  a  few  
d ays before, availed  him b u t little!

The consolations of the  Missionary —  Two
Children baptized —  A piteous case  —  Another
baptism.

E v e ry  th in g being turned upside down, the 
ob ject of m y v isit could not be attained. A n y  
idea of preaching th e Gospel a t such a tim e w as 
not to  be thought of. T h e minds of a ll were too 
grea tly  perturbed. N evertheless m y  presence 
am ongst the Christians did m uch good, keeping 
up their courage and upholding the honour of the 
flag.

— "S ee  our F a th er has come in the m idst of 
danger, and risked his own life w ith  us,”  said 
the Christians to  the adherents of other sects.
—  " b u t  w h at have your m inisters done? not 
one of them  w as to  be seen.”

A n d this m ade a  good impression even  on the 
pagans.

There were also other advantages; I  w as able 
to  assem ble th e Catechists of this mission com ­
m unicating to  them  m y plans for th e evan geli­
zation  of this neighbourhood and it  seemed to 
me th a t th ey  were all anim ated w ith  th e best 
dispositions.

I  had also the consolation of gaining a  few 
souls.

M y first consolation w as th e setting to rights 
o f a  poor fam ily  where on ly the husband was 
a Christian, and on account of his w retched con­
dition had not consented to his tw o little  girls 
being baptized, b u t kept them  to  sell to  some rich 
m an w ho len t him  m oney. Frightened b y  the 
perils of those daj's and attracted  b y  th e kind­
ly  words and help of the M issionary he ended 
b y  refusing to  carry  out the previous agreements 
m ade to  th e in ju ry  of the little  girls and con­
sented to  h ave them  baptized, one being four 
and th e other eight years old. H is w ife also 
has m ade up her m ind to become a  Christian 
and is now learning the Catechism .

T he sale of children is not rare in China, and 
it  is even done som etim es b y  Christian fathers; 
where the fa ith  has not taken deep root, these 
h ave n ot th e courage to  resist when pressed by 
w ant. N ot long ago I  cam e across a  sim ilar 
lam entable case. T w o poor sisters one tw elve, 
the other fifteen years of age, had learnt the 
Christian Doctrine, b u t had not been baptized 
because their Christian parents had sold them
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before th e y  could be baptized. T h e poor crea­
tures, recognizing their sad state, cam e to  me 
w eeping and begged of m e to ransom them: —  
" Y o u  w ill have us baptized, F ather, and w e will 
be good Christians. Y o u  can place us where 
y u o  will, b u t oh! tak e  us aw ay from  the infernal 
house where we are staying.

Their ransom  would h ave cost 500 francs each 
and th e M issionary, unfortunately, has n ot a l­
w ays the means for such expenditure. I en­
couraged them  to hope, prom ising th a t I would 
do m y best, and th ey  weeping, b u t w ith a ray 
of hope in their hearts returned to  their wretched 
abode.

M ay the Lord inspire some good soul to  help 
the M issionary to  sn atch  from  the dragon’s 
jaw s these and other poor souls!...

Another curious case happened w hich gave 
me much consolation. In  sim ilar disturbance 
it  happens som etim es th a t evil disposed per­
sons profit of them  to  rob and plunder.

One night a p arty  of s ix  or seven m iscreants 
a ttacked  a shop near the Mission-house, th in k­
ing it would be easy  to  plunder it.

B u t th ey  were m istaken; th e owners of the 
shop were w ell arm ed and falling upon the 
aggressors repulsed them , killing one and w ound­
ing several. One youth , grievously wounded, 
craw led to  a neighbouring field and being un­
able to  go further rem ained there the whole 
night. H a vin g  heard of this, early  in the m orn­
ing I w ent there w ith  th e catechist, rendered 
him som e assistance and m ade him  understand 
th a t God had allowed this m isfortune to hap­
pen to  him in punishm ent of his evil deed, b u t 
th a t th is w as not all; a far worse punishm ent 
aw aited him after death, unless from  his heart 
he asked pardon of God... a punishm ent w hich 
w ould last for ever, w ithout hope of remission.

T he poor w retch stared at m e and then burst 
out crying:

— “ I k n ow " he said  am idst his sobs, " I  know 
th a t I  have done wrong, but w h at m ust I do 
now ?”

T he grace of God had touched him; perhaps 
he had been allowed to go thus far so th a t he 
m ight save his soul. H e w as then instructed 
as far as was- possible and he received B aptism  
w ith  m uch emotion. W h ilt he w as being re­
m oved to  a kind of hospital, he expired on th e  
w ay...

Such were m y adventures in m y  first v isit to 
the C apital of the D istrict.

I have already returned there several tim es 
and have been able to baptize several adults; 
and we have also there several catechum ens, 
am ongst whom is the teacher of the chief fam i­
lies in the city.

Through G od’s grace an abundant harvest 
is there being prepared. If  we had the means 
to  found an  Institute, how m uch good m ight 
be done. H ow  great a work could be done by 
an In stitu te  of religious wom en b y  the H oly 
Childhood and b y  the training of girls in all the 
branches of fem ale education!... T he Protestants 
h a ve  been there a long tim e and m ake pro­
selytes because th ey  are w ell supplied with 
money.

M ake known our position and the needs of 
this land to  our excellent Cooperators and to­
gether w ith  m aterial assistance im plore for us 
the help of continual prayer.

I rem ain
Your obedient Son 

I o u ï s  V e r s i g l i a . '  

Salesian Missionary.

B o o k  {vlofice^.

The Irish Catholic T ru th  S ociety has increas­

ed its valuable series of penny editions b y  the 

addition of some interesting numbers. B u t 

a far more im portant publication ju st issued b y  

them , a t the end of th e year, is th e The Catholic 

Truth Annual. T h is is principally a record of 

the Congress held annually b y  th e Catholic 

T ru th  S ociety of Ireland, and contains the very  

valuable papers of th e em inent speakers as well 

as the speeches of the distinguished presidents of 

the A ssem bly. T h e inaugural address by F a ­

ther R obert K an e S. J. is a brilliant piece of li­

terature on the vocation  of the Celt, while the 

papers read are em inently practical, and ably 

treated.

1. T he Catholic T ru th  A nnual —  »Sixpence.

2. Catholics and Social Action —  b y  Fr. 
P later S. J ., M. A . One Penny.

3. L in ks w ith th e P ast b y  M. J. O ’M ullane

B. A . One Penny.

4. T he Coming of the Children of M iledh, 

b y  M. J. O ’Mullane. One Penny.

Catholic T ruth  Society, 24 U pper O’Connell 

St. D ublin.

------- -----------------------



T he Co-operators are invited  to practise some 

particular a ct of devotion in honour of O ur L ad y 

H elp of Christians on the 24th of the month. 

On th a t d ay  special prayers are offered in the 

Basilica for all th e Co-operators, and their in­

tentions are particularly recom m ended at the 

H igh A lta r  of the Church, before the world- 

fam ed representation of the Queen of H eaven. 

The idea is for a com bined act of intercessory 

prayer to be m ade recom m ending th e general 

and private intentions, and thus to  consecrate 

the 24th of each m onth as a sort of recurrence 

of the feast-day on M ay 24th.

The History of the Devotion.

T he Ven. D on Bosco was him self as surprised 

as anyone to  find how rap id ly the devotion to 

Our L ad y  was spreading, and how fru itfu l it 

im m ediately becam e in its results. Turin, 

Genoa, Bologna, Naples, Florence and Rome 

were the chief cities, w hich havin g experienced 

efficacy of th e Queen of H eaven, were most 

conspicuous for generosity, to her new San ctuary 

in return. B u t places quite rem ote from  Turin, 

such as Palerm o, Vienna, Paris, London and 

Berlin were soon joining in the intercession, and, 

says the Veil. D on Bosco, I never heard of any

one having recourse to  the H elp of Christians 

in vain. A  sp iritual or tem poral favour, more 

or less of signal im portance, was a lw ays the re­

su lt of calling on th is generous M other. T h ey  

made their petitions, obtained their favours, and 

sent thankofferings w ith ou t an y request or sug­

gestion w hatever from  me.

I f  you, dear Reader, should chance some d a y  

to  enter this church (since raised to  the dign ity  

of a Basilica) you  w ill see before you  a pulp it of 

good design and workm anship. A  sick person 

m ade a promise to th e H elp of Christians, and 

her prayers were rewarded b y  her cure. T he 

pulpit is her thank-offering. T he a ltar in the 

chapel on th e right is the thank-offering of a 

Rom an lady, who offered it  in return for a fa ­

vour granted. If  grave reasons of prudence 

‘ did not forbid it, I  could supply nam es and ad­

dresses of persons in all directions who have 

had recourse to  the gracious help of O ur L a d y  

H elp of Christians. I can safely  assert th a t 

ev ery  corner, every  brick  of this sacred edifice 

is a record of favours received through her in­

tercession. A n  im partial recorder w ill gather 

these facts together, and when opportune, th e y  

m ay serve to inform  posterity  of th e wonders of 

this devotion.

W c  a r c  p e r s u a d e d ,  t h a t  n o  a i d  b u t  d i a l  o f  H e a v e n  c a n  a v a i l  u s  in  t h e  s o r ­

r o w f u l  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  o u r  d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  o f  H e r  

w h o  in  e v e r y  a g e  h a s  p r o v e d  H e r s e l f  t h e  H e lp  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .

P IU S P P . X .

D EV O T IO N

to Our L a d y  Help of Christians
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GRACES and FAVOURS (0
^5

B e lfa s t .  —  I  had recommended a special in­
tention  to  Our L ad y  H elp of Christians and 

prom ised a thank-offering and publication of 

th e favou r if granted. I now enclose an offer­

ing in than ksgivin g and ask for publication of 
th e favour.

D ec. 1912.
H . T.

*♦ *
B r it is h  G u ia n a .— I enclose an offering for 

a Mass in honour of Our L a d y  H elp of Christians, 

in than ksgivin g for a great favour received after 

m aking a N ovena and a promise of publication 

which I would ask you  to  do in the Bulletin.

D ec. 1912.

M. K .
• ** *

D e n a g h a d e e . —  I  would ask you  to  publish 

m y than ksgivin g for a favour received, and ask 

th e prayers for other special intentions, for which 

I have prom ised a thank-offering, and publi­
cation  in the Bulletin.

Mrs. Me. C.

w hich m ay  be gained  by Hie C o-operators.

The following plenary indulgences m ay be 

gained b y  all the Co-operators who, having con- * 

fessed and com m unicated shall m ake a visit 

to a Church, or Public Chapel, or in the case 

of com m unities a p rivate  chapel, and pray 

for the intentions of the Sovereign Pontiff.

Every month.

I. On any one particular day at the choice 

of the Associate.

(1) In regard to these favours it is not intended to 
attribute to th em  an y h igh er auth ority  or b elie f, than 
that arising from certified hum an testim ony.

2. On the day when members shall m ake 

the exercise for a happy death.

3. W henever the Co-operators shall say five 
tunes the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory be to 

the Father for the welfare of Christendom, and 

once th e same prayers for the intentions of the 

H oly Father, they m ay gain  the Indulgences ol 

the Stations in Rome, of the Portiuncula, of 

Jerusalem and of St. Jam es of Compostella; 

these indulgences, moreover, areali applicable to  

the H oly Souls in Purgatory, and can be gained by 

the Co-operators as often as the prayers are said.

From February  15th to March 15th.

1. Feb. 22nd S t. P eter’s See a t  Antioch.

2. Mar. 7th  F ea st of th e M ost Precious Blood.

3. Mar. 14th  F east of the Seven Dolours of 
Our L ad y.

I t  m ust be borne in mind th a t th e present 

H oly F ather has re-enjoined the daily  recita l of 

the Our Father, H ail Mary, and Glory be to the 

Father for the intentions of the Sovereign  P on­

tiff, and also the invocation  St. Francis of Sales, 
pray for us. These prayers are th e on ly ones 

enjoined on the Salesian Co-operators a t the tim e 

fo their enrolm ent in the Third Order.

T he prayers of the Associates are asked for 

the repose of the souls of:

Frances B oylan, Dublin, Ireland.

John A lb an  K ilm artin , B elfast, Ireland.

Sr. M ary K ohrsch, Lanherne, England. 

Teresa Clare B ell, S tratford , England.

R . I. P .

P E R M IS S U  S U P E R IO R U M . —  Gerent, G IU SEPPE GAM BINO —  Turin, 1912
A . I .S .  for the d iffusion  o f  th e 'G o id  P re s s ’ —  C orso  R eg in a  M arg h erita . 176.
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---------------------- n i  i > $ i i ---------------------

T h e  m a in  b lo ck  o f  S c h o o l  B u i l d i n g  f r o n t s  a  l a r g e  g a r d e n  a n d  l a w n ,  
b e y o n d  w h ich  a re  the extra  S c h o o l - r o o m s  a n d  s p a c i o u s  P l a y g r o u n d .  T h e  
I^ew S c h o o l  C h a p e l  is s i t u a t e d  be tw een  these  sec t ions .  F o r  ex tr a  p l a y i n g -  
g r o u n d s  the P a r k s '  C om m i t t e e  o f  the L o n d o n  C o u n t y  C ounc i l  h a v e  g iven  
specia l  l eave  fo r  p l a y  on a l lo t t e d  f ie lds in the P a r k ,  w h ic h  is  c lo se  to 
the S c h o o l .

O B J E C T  P r ‘n c 'P a  ̂ object  o f  the 5 ch o o l  ' s  î °  p r o v i d e  a t  a
m o d e r a t e  cha rge ,  a  g o o d  C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  (general  e d u c a ­

t io n ;  a t  the s a m e  t ime the s tu d i e s  a re  a d a p t e d  to give  t h o s e  b o y s  w h o  
m a y  h a v e  a  v o c a t i o n  to the ecclesias t ical  s ta t e  a  g o o d  g r o u n d w o r k  in 
their p r e l im ina ry  s tud ie s .

a c e - p c  T h e  cu rr icu lum  e m b r a c e s  the u s u a l  sub jec t s  inc luded  in 
^  a  C o m m e r c i a l  a n d  C l a s s i c a l  educa t ion .  T h e  S c h o o l  is

a p p o i n t e d  a  centre  fo r  the 'O x f o r d  L o c a l  E x a m i n a t i o n s ,  a n d  wi th  the s y l ­
l a b u s  o f  t h o s e  e x a m i n a t i o q s  a s  a  b a s i s ,  the $ u d i e s  a re  s u i t ab le  a s  a 
p r e p a r a t i o n  for  the L o n d o n  M a t r i c u l a t i o n ,  Civi l  S e rv ic e  o r  a  com m erc ia l  
t ra in ing.  ß o o k ~ k « ß p i n g  is t a u g h t  in the f o rm s ,  T y p e - w r i t i n g  being  a m o n *  
the e x t r a s .  P i a n o  a n d  Vio l in  m a y  be taker).

-------------------ooo-------------------

J\ Drill  I n s t r u c t o r  o f  the G r e n a d i e r  G u a r d s ,  f ro m  the H e a d - q u a r t e r s  
a t  C he l s e a ,  v i s i t s  the S c h o o l  twice a  week  fo r  p h y s i c a l  exercices .

------------------:---------o o o  ■ ■

R t  the end  o f  the term a r e p o r t  on  the c o n d u c t  o f  each boy ,  wi th  
the r e s u l t s  o f  the l a s t  e x a m in a t io n  (mor j th ly o r  terminal) ,  i s  f o r w a r d e d  to 
p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s .

--------------------------- o o o

T h e  m o r a l  a n d  re l ig ious  care  o f  the b o y s  >s  one  ^ e  chief  in terests  
o f  the S a l e s i a n  F a th e r s .  T h e  in s t ruc t ion  in r e l ig io us  k n o w l e d g e  is g u a ra n t e e d  
by  a n n u a l  D ioc e sa n  E x a m i n a t i o n s .  O u r  l a s t  y e a r ’s  r e p o r t  is,  w e  believe, 
entirely r e a s s u r i n g  o n  this h e a d :

I w a s  ve ry  m u c h  p l e a s e d  wi th  this S c h o o l .  E v e r y  c l a s s  h a s  keen 
t h o r o u g h l y  well  t augh t .  J\n excel lent  5 c hool .

a .  E. W hereat. O. D.
æ  P e t e r , Bishop of Southwark.

Apply to the Very Rev. C. B. M ACEY.



History of the Ven. Don Bosco’s
E A R L Y  A P O S T O L A T E .

T h e  notice o f  readers is called to a volume recently issued by  the Salesian 

Press, Battersea, S. W .  Although the B u lletin  has now been circulated for 

some sixteen years and has recorded the main events which have marked the 

development o f  D on Bosco’s work, there had been no really authoritative book 

in English, which dealt in any complete way with the rise and growth of this 

work on behalf  o f  the young. T h e  present volume while supplying this need 

goes a  good deal further, revealing many o f  the wonderful occurrences in the 

life oí the Servant of G od and filling gaps which were unavoidable in previous lives.

A  recent issue o f  the Month says: A  large and handsomely bound volume 

comes to us from the Salesian Press, Battersea: v iz :  The H istory of Don Bosco’s 
E arly  Apostolate- T h e  life o f  the V en erable  Founder is already familiar to 

Catholic Readers in this country, but here we have an account written by a 

friend and disciple, who himself lived with the holy man, and witnessed much 

o f  what he relates. T h e  story o f  the first twenty-five years o f  D on Bosco’s 

apostolate is told in much detail, but it will be read with absorbing interest. 

T h e  Archbishop of W estm inster points out in the Preface the chief lessons of 

the career o f  the Ven. Servant o f  God.

T h e book is bound in Red Cloth, lettered back and front in gilt, 
w ith  a P ho to  of the  Ven. D on Bosco as a frontispiece. 

O rders m ay be directed to the M anager. Salesian Press, B a t­
tersea, S. W . 

Single copies, cloth covers, F o u r Shillings. 
Single copies, paper covers, T h ree  Shillings and  Sixpence.


