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e x t  m on th  w e hope to  be a b le  to  re­

cord th e  v is it  of O u r S u p erio r G en e­

ral to  th e  E n glish  P ro vin ce. F ro m  

our rep orts from  tim e to  tim e  tre a tin g  o f th e  

v isita tio n s of th e  S u p erio r G en eral, it  h as been 

a p p a re n t th a t the M em bers of th e  A sso ciation  

o f Salesian  C o-op erators h a v e  regard ed  h is v is it  

as m ade qu ite  as m uch to  th em selves, as to  his 

ow n  H ouses an d  h is ow n  su b jects; and in  th is  

th e y  are  r ig h t, fo r th e  co n stitu tio n s  of th e  T h ird  

O rder of C o-op erators h a v e  la id  dow n  th a t  th e  

R e cto r M ajo r of th e  Salesian  S o c ie ty  sh all ipso  

ja d o  b e  th e  H ead  o f th e  C o-operators. M ore­

o ver i t  ge n era lly  h ap pens th a t  these v is its  are 

arran ged  to  fit in  w ith  th e  op en in g o f new  bu ild ­

ings, or th e  in au gu ratio n  o f n ew  u n d ertak in gs, 

or som e e ve n t for w h ich  th e  C o-op erators w ill 

b e  assem bled in  g o o d ly  num bers. T h ere  are 

fa cilities  fo r th ese  assem blies in  large C ath o lic  

cen tres, w here th e  C o-op erators in  a n y  one lo c a ­

l ity  are  n um erous, bu t in n on -C ath o lic  lan d s th e  

circu m stan ces are  d ifferen t, and th e  C o-opera­

to rs  are co n seq u en tly  in  such  w id e ly  d ista n t 

p laces th a t  o n ly  a  sm all n um ber can  be called  

togeth er.

B u t  th a t  does n ot m ake h is v is it  a n y  less im ­

p o rta n t fo r them . I11 one d irectio n  or an other 

he is ab le  to  see w h a t has been a c c o m p lis h ^  

b y  th e ir  a id , and th e  co m m en ts or exh o rtatio n s 

th a t  he m a k es , are  tra n sm itted  to  all th rou gh  

th e  m edium  of th is  p eriod ical. H e w ill find 

th a t  th e  in te rv a l since h is la st  s ta y  in  E n g la n d  

has been w ell filled  and t h a t  exten sio n s are  a c ­

tu a lly  goin g on in m ore p laces th a n  one. In  

fa c t  w h a te v e r  has been done is th e  outcom e 

of th e  y ea rs  t h a t  h a v e  fo llo w ed  his first v is it  in 

1893 w hen  th e  C h urch  o f th e  S acred  H e a rt Was 

opened. F ro m  th e  tim e  of th e  co m in g o f th e  

Sa lesian s in  1887 till O cto b e r 1893 t h a t  w as th e  

g re a t w ork t h a t  occup ied  th e  m inds of th e  R e cto r
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and his assistan ts; if w as a t  once an  im p era­

t iv e  a n d  a  fo rm id a b le  u n d e rtak in g . A  v e r y  

e x te n s iv e  p a rish  h ad  to  be su p p lied  w ith  a  

C h u rch  b e fittin g  its  n eeds a n d  im p o rtan ce. 

T h e re  w as no qu estio n  o f  w a it in g  t i l l  th e  large  

su m s requ ired  co u ld  be g a th e re d  to g e th e r , for 

th e  p rev io u s  b u ild in g  —  an  iron co n stru ctio n  —  

h a d  m ore th a n  done its  d u ty  a n d  lia d  t o  be re­

m o ve d  b y  order o f th e  lo cal A u th o r ity . T h e  

need th erefo re  b ro o k ed  110 d e la y . I t  also  w as 

a fo rm id a b le  u n d e rtak in g , fo r a  ch u rch  of large  

dim en sion s w as requ ired , and  fu tu r e  req u ire­

m e n ts  h a d  to  b e  p ro v id ed  fo r. A  la rg e  bu ild in g, 

o f go o d  design  w a s  th erefo re  d ecid ed  upon  and  

d u rin g  th e  y e a rs  1892 a d d  1893 th e  b u ild in g  w as 

ta k e n  in h a n d , b ro u gh t t o  co m p letio n , a n d  co n ­

secrated  w ith  all th e  so lem n ities o f th e  C h u rch ’s 

r itu a l. A s  th e  o u tco m e of a  few  y e a r s ’ w o rk , 

i t  w as an  a u g u ry  of g re a t p rom ise, fo r it  h ad  

a b o u t i t  th e  im p ression  o f d ifficu lties o vercom e, 

an d  o f b ein g  th e  p relu d e to  th e  ra isin g  o f a large 

In s titu te  to  be in  K e e p in g  w ith  its  p rop ortion s.

H a v in g  been  p erso n a lly  co n n ected  w ith  th e  

cerem o n ies o f th e  O p en in g  o f th e  C h urch , th e  

V e r y  R e v . D o n  A lb e ra  h ad  an  o p p o rtu n ity  o f 

k n o w in g  w h a t d ifficu lties la y  in th e  p a th  o f fu ­

tu re  p rogress, for few  p laces w ere  e v e r  m ore 

re stricted  and  ham p ered  w ith  o b sta cles  on  e v e ry  

side. A n d  y e t  ju s t  as  th e  fine C h u rch  h ad  arisen  

o u t of th e  d e c a y  o f its  predecessor, so d id  a  new  

S ch o o l and  large  gro u n d s rep lace  th e  form er 

cram p ed  p rem ises a n d  d im in u tiv e  p lay-g ro u n d s. 

E x te n sio n s  a n d  d e ve lo p m e n ts  cam e in d u e  course 

fo llo w in g one a n o th er as  th e  tim e s  dem an ded 

th em , a ll co stin g  m u ch  fin an cial bu rd en , y e t  a ll 

co m in g  in to  th e ir  p laces a cco rd in g  to  need, and 

g ra d u a lly  p ro d u cin g  th e  co m p lete  S ch o o l w ith  

its  va r io u s  w in g s a n d  d ep a rtm en ts . E v e n  

n ow  O u r S u p erio r G en eral w ill find th e  w o rk  

o f exten sio n  g o in g  on, a n d  i t  is h o p ed  th a t  he 

w ill h im self op en  th e  sch o o l ch a p el w h ich  is 

d raw in g  to  co m p letio n . A lth o u g h  w e h a v e  c a ll­

ed i t  th e  S ch o o l C h ap el, i t  is a  b u ild in g  of large  

dim ension s and  as it  n ears its  final stag es  i t  is 

p ossib le  to  g iv e  a fa ir ly  co m p lete  d escrip tion . 

P la ced  on th e  W e st o f th e  m a in  b lo ck  o f  b u ild ­

ings, it  o ccu p ies th e  site  o f  th e  old  ch a p el w ith  

th e  ad d itio n  of a  w ide  s tr ip  of th e  a d ja ce n t w alk . 

T h is  ad d itio n  a llo w s fo r an en la rgem en t o f con ­
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sid erab le  e x te n t  as  a p p ears in  th e  n ew  aisle  and  

S o u th  tra n se p t, p ro vis io n  b ein g  m ad e in  th e  

la tte r  fo r th e  ch a p el choir. T h e  to ta l  le n g th  is 

e ig h ty  sev en  feet, th e  e x tre m e  w id th  tw e n ty  

S-'ven. O w in g  to  th e  p riv ile g e  o i A n cien t L ights  

be lo n gin g  to  ow n ers of a d ja c e n t bu ild in gs, it  

lias  b een  d ifficu lt, on  a cco u n t o f th e  h e ig h ts  to  

m a k e  th e  b u ild in g  as im p o sin g as m ig h t h a v e  

been  d esired . I t  h a s b een  n ecessa ry , fo r in s ­

ta n ce , to  e m p lo y  a  lo w  n a v e  in  th e  w estern  p o r­

tio n  o f  th e  C h urch ; a  c e n tra l to w e r, fo r ty  fe e t  in  

heigh t, is p la ce d  a t  th e  in te rse ctio n  o f th is  p a r t  

o f th e  ed ifice  w ith  th e  ch o ir and  tran sep t.

O f th e  t o ta l  len g th  of e ig h ty  seven  fe e t a b o u t 

tw e n ty  fiv e  fee t a re  a llo ca ted  to  th e  chan cel. 

T h is  sp ace  is sep a ra te d  fro m  th e  n av e  b y  a  
rood-screen w ith  th e  figu res a b o v e , th u s  secu rin g 

a r tis tic  co m p leten ess t o  th e  s a n ctu ra y , as  w ell 

a s  th e  sacred  sy m b o lism  o f th e  rood  itself.

F ro m  th is  i t  w ill be seen th a t  th e  N e w  C hapel 

reaches a  go o d  s ta n d a rd  o f a rch ite c tu ra l m erit, 

a n d  w ill a d d  g r e a t ly  to  th e  gen era l v ie w  of th e  

Sch ool. I t  is in  th is  w o rk  of d e ve lo p m e n t and 

co n so lid ation  t h a t  h a s been  g o in g  011 fo r th e  last 

tw e lv e  o r fifteen  y e a rs , to g e th e r w ith  th e  op en ­

in g  of o th e r H ouses, t h a t  th e  V e r y  R e v . D o n  

A lb e ra  w ill see the fru its  o f lo n g e ffo rt, o f m a n y  

a n d  h e a v y  a n x ietie s. F ro m  th is  h e  w ill k n o w  

th a t  som e C o -o p erato rs h a v e  been  gen erou s, to  

m a k e  u p  fo r th o se  w ho h a v e  been  fo rg e tfu l, and 

d o u b tless  he  w ill h a v e  so m eth in g  sp ecia l to  s a y  

to  th em  th ro u g h  th e  B u lletin  before  h e  le a v e s  for 

o th er scen es o f b u sy  life  in  o th er p o rtio n s of his 

v in e y a rd .

FIFTY YEARS AGO.

n e a r ly  p a g e  in  th e  h is to ry  o f th e  S a - 
lesian  S o c ie ty  is  recalled  b y  th e  fiftie th  
a n n iv e rsa ry  of th e  d e a th  o f one o f th e  

v e ry  e arlie st p ro tecto rs  of D o n  B o sco  and  h is 
w ork.

O n th e  2 6 th  o f M arch  1862 th e re  p assed a w a y  
a t  L y o n s  H is  G race  th e  A rch b ish o p  o f T u rin . 
M gr. F ra n so n i, w hose n am e is in tim a te ly  asso ­
c ia te d  w ith  th e  e a r ly  period  of D o n  B o sco ’s w o rk ,
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a n d  w h o se  assistan ce  in  th e  tim e  o f g re a te st need 
dem an ds a  rem em bran ce fro m  th o se  w h o  share 
th e  ben efit o f his t im e ly  aid.

H e  w a s  born  a t  G en oa on M arch  29th 1789, 
th e  y e a r  of th e  F re n ch  R e v o lu tio n . T h e  fa ­
m ily  o f th e  F ra n so n is  w as 
a m o n g st th e  m o st p ro m i­
n en t o f th e  c ity ;  s ince th e  
e le v e n th  c e n tu r y  th e y  had 
shared  in  th e  go v ern m en t 
o f th e  to w n , a n d  exce lled  
n o t o n ly  in  n o b ility  of 
b irth , b u t  in fid e lity  to  R e ­
ligion  and  in  beneficence.
A b o u t  1650 a  m em b er of 
th e  fa m ily  w as a  P rin ce  of 
th e  C h urch , C a rd in a l Jan ies 
F ra n zo n i ; w h ile  others 
w ere  sca rce ly  less d istin ­
gu ish ed  on a cco u n t o f th e ir 
p o sitio n  an d  m unificence.
L o u is  w as th e  yo u n gest 
son  o f th e  M arch ese D o ­
m enico , a n d  in  179 7, w hen 
th e  R e v o lu tio n  broke o u t 
in  G en o a, he w e n t w ith  his 
fa th e r to  reside first a t 
Jesi, th en  a t  R o m e, a fte r­
w a rd s  a t  N a p les, an d  then 
a ga in  a t  R o m e w h ere  th e '
F a m ily  rem ained  u n til th e  
im p riso n m en t of P iu s V I I .

A  y o u th  of sp len did  g ifts ,
L o u is  w a s  n om in ated  to  a 
su b -lie u ten a n cy  in th e  Im ­
p eria l tro o p s un der N a ­
p oleon , b u t he refused th e  
n om in atio n  an d  decided to  
e m b ra ce  th e  ecclesiastica l 
career. In  18 14  w h en  p eace 
w as restored  to  E u ro p e, 
h e  retu rn ed  to  G en oa and 
w as ordain ed  th e re  on  D e ­
cem b er n t h .  A s  a  p riest, 
h e  g a v e  h im self up  to  an 
A p o sto lic  L ife  in  th e  Con­
g reg atio n  o f  th e  M ission a ri 
U rbani, and  in  th a t  ca p a ­
c it y  he w orked  w ith  grea t 
zea l in  m a n y  d istric ts  of 
th e  A rch d iocese; h is v ir tu e s  
a n d  h igh  q u a lities  w ere n o t un kn ow n  to  th e  
k in g  of S ard in ia , V ic to r  E m a n u el, w ho desired 
th a t  he  should  be raised  to  th e  E p isco p a te . 
T h e  o ffer w as a t  first d eclin ed , b u t la te r  on, 
u n d er C arlo  F e lice , th e  h u m b le  M ission ary  co m ­
p lied  w ith  th e  desire.

H e  w as a cco rd in g ly  B ish o p  o f F o ssan o  from

A u g u st 13 th  18 2 1, and  a t  th e  d eath  of th e  A r c h ­
bishop  o f T u rin  in  18 31, he  w as called  to  th e  A rch ­
diocese as A p o s to lic  A d m in istra to r —  u n til, a t  
th e  req u est o f  k in g  C h arles A lb e rt, he  w a s  m ad e 
A rch b ish o p  on  F e b . 24th 1832. In  th is  p o sitio n

M g r. F r a n z o n i.

he d isp lay ed  h is g re a t q u a litie s  o f  m ind an d  soul, 
a m odel of A p o sto lic  zeal, o f  s tra ig h tfo rw ard n ess  
an d  of p rie stly  fo rtitu d e.

D o n  B o sco  w a s  b u t a b o y  a t  th e  co m m en ce­
m en t o f  his stu d ies  w hen  M gr. F ran son i assu m ­
ed th e  go v ern m e n t o f  th e  A rch d iocese. I t  
w as un der h im  th erefo re  t h a t  he  rece ived  th e
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clerica l g a rb , th a t  he  en tered  th e  sem in a ry  a t 
Chieri, th a t  he  received  th e  m in or orders, and 
b y  h im  h e  w a s  ord ain ed  p riest. A s  soon as he 
k n e w  D o n  B o sco , M gr. F ra n so n i esteem ed h im  
h ig h ly , sh o w ed  h im  e v e r y  m a rk  o f affectio n  and 
fa v o u re d  h is w o rk  in  e v e ry  w a y . H e  discerned 
in  h im  th e  n ew  A p o stle  o f  th e  Y o u n g .

G iv in g  h is  fu ll su p p o rt to  th e  w o rk  o f th e  F e ­
s t iv e  O rato ries, h e  used  to  go  d o w n  to  V a ld o cco  
to  ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  sacred  fu n ction s, p erform ed 
in  th e  lo w ly  shed  tu rn ed  in to  a  ch a p el, th e  ro o f o f 
w h ich  w a s  n o t h ig h  en ou gh  for h im  to  w ea r his 
n u tre . B u t  it  w as in  t h a t  h u m b le  abod e, and  
in  beh o ld in g th e  p rodigies o f c h a r ity  therein  
p erfo rm ed , th a t  he fe lt  th e  co n so lation s o f the 
P a sto r, ra th e r th a n  in  th e  sp len d o u r of th e  ce­
rem on ial in h is  m etro p o lita n  ca th ed ral.

H a v in g  been  exiled  to  L y o n s  in  1850, he  did

n o t cease  to  p ro tect D o n  B o sco  a n d  his w o rk . 
In  1852, he  w ro te  co n g ra tu la tin g  and  co m fo rtin g  
h im , and  co n stitu te d  h im  D ire c to r  in  ch ie f o f 
th e  O ratories; m o reo ver h e  u rged  D o n  B o sco  to 
g o  to  R o m e to  g e t  reco gn ition  o f and  to  secu re 
s ta b ility  fo r his w o rk . I t  w a s  in  a cco rd an ce  
w ith  th is  a d vice , and  w ith  th e  A rch b ish o p ’s 
h ig h est recom m en dation s, t h a t  th e  V en era b le  
S e rv a n t o f G od p resen ted  him self a t  th e  fee t of 
th e  H o ly  F a th e r  P iu s  I X  in  1858, an d  in  th e  
fo llo w in g y e a r  com m en ced  th e  fo rm a tio n  of his 
S o c ie ty , in  w h ich , as h e  said  to  a  tru stw o rth y  
friend, he discern ed a  sp ecia l g ift  fro m  D iv in e  
P ro vid e n ce  (1).

H e died  in ex ile  in M a rch  1862, fu ll o f m erit 
and in th e  ho liest m anner; he  w ill  a lw a y s  b e  re­
m em bered am o n g our m ost ch erish ed  b e n e fa c­
to rs, for w hom  a  freq u en t m em en to  is offered.

rri}c Ven, B o n  B o s c o
a n d  H i s  vacation*

( Continued).

V ■

The follow ing -pages, continuing the narrative 
f rom a previous issue, were prepared by one of 
the Superiors of the Congregation, who was for a 
very long period a fellow worker of the Servant of 
God. T he publication o f these m em oirs was to 
have been a souvenir o f the J u b ilee  of the late 
revered D on R u a, the first Successor of D on Bosco, 
who was intim ately associated with the events here 
described. T h i sad occurrence of h is  loss, however, 
was not allowed to prevent the publication of this 
interesting and to some degree hitherto unpublished  
matter relating to the Venerable Servant of God.

A n o th e r tim e  D o n  B o sco  w as re tu rn in g  hom e 
a t  n igh t b y  th e  S tre e t  Regina Margherita, w hen 
a  m an  ly in g  in  w a it  beh in d  an e lm -tree  d isch a rg­
e d  a t  close q u a rters  tw o  p isto l shots, and th ese  
h a v in g  m issed th e ir  m a rk , he rushed upon D o n  
B o sco  to  k ill h im  in  som e o th er w a y ; b u t in  th is  
im m in en t p eril th e  stra n g e  d o g  m ad e h is a p ­
p ea ra n ce, a tta ck e d  th e  aggressor a n d  sp eed ily  
p u t  h im  to  fligh t.

A  th ird  tim e  th e  d og sa v ed  D o n  B o sco ’s life  
to w a rd s th e  end o f N o v e m b e r 1854. O n e v e ry

d a rk  an d  fo g g y  e v e n in g  he w a s  g o in g  dow n 
from  th e  s a n ctu a ry  c f  th e  Consolata to w a rd s  M a  
C o tto len go . T w o  assassins ru shed  o u t  and 
a tta c k e d  h im  su d d en ly . T h e y  th re w  a lar£e 
clo ak  o v e r  h is face  an d  p la c in g  one h a n d  on 
h is m o u th  to  p re v e n t h is c ry in g  o u t, th e y  w ere 
011 th e  p o in t of k illin g  him . A ll  a t  once th e  
g re y  d o g  rushed o u t, g ro w lin g  fiercely  ; he 
hu rled  h im self on th e  first assassin , cashing 
h im  to  th e  gro u n d , th e n  on th e  o th e r k n o ck in g  
him  d ow n  also, an d  th en  p laced  h im self in  
a th rea te n in g  a ttitu d e  as if he  w o u ld  te a r  them  
b o th  t o  pieces. T h e  tw o  w ere  terrified , and 
b eggin g D o n  B o sco  to  ca ll off th e  d o g, th e y  fled.

A n o th e r tim e  la te  in  th e  e v e n in g  D o n  B o sco  
w ish ed  to  go  o u t on  som e im p o rta n t business. 
O n th e  d oor step s  he fo u n d  th e  grey ly in g  fu ll 
len gth  so th a t  he  co u ld  n o t pass. D o n  B o sco  
tried  to  go  o u t a n d  th e  grey b egan  to  grow l; he 
th en  tr ie d  to  p ass keep in g  close to  th e  d o orp ost

(1) M gr G astald i, Bishop o f  S aluzzo  and  afterw ards 
Archbishop o f  T u rin , in his recom m endation for the 
approval o f the S alesian  S o cie ty  attested : “ A u d iv isse  
.V m. A rchiep iscop u m  A  Lays inni F ra n so n i... affirm an­
tem, se tam quam  D iv in a e  P rovidentiae speciale a u x i­
lium  in  hac Societate ag n oscere.”
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to  th e  r ig h t a n d  to  th e  left, b u t th e  do g gro w led  
in  a  m o re  th re a te n in g  m an n er, so th a t  D on  
B o sco  w as o b liged  to rem ain  a t  hom e. A  
q u a rte r  of an h our h ad  n o t elap sed  w h en  a 
n eigh b o u r ca m e to  ad vise  h im  to  be on  his 
g u a rd  b ecau se  he  k n ew  t h a t  th ree  or fo u r m en  
w ere  p ro w lin g  a b o u t in  th e  neigh bourh ood , 
d eterm in ed  to  k ill  him .

In  one o f th e  p u b lica tio n s  o f  th e  sects  it  w as 
o p en ly  asserted  t h a t  i t  w as in ten d ed  to  stran gle  
D o n  B o sco , on  a cco u n t o f h is z ea l in  up h o ld in g 
th e  fa ith  and  d e m o n stra tin g  th e  errors of P ro ­
testan tism .

T h e  r i c h e s  o f  D e n  B o s c o .  — W h o e v e r re­
flects up o n  th e  g re a t n u m b er of w o n d erfu l w orks 
u n d e rtak en  b y  D o n  B osco, su ch  as  th e  ch u rch es 
a n d  houses h e  b u ilt  and  a t  th e  sam e tim e  th e  
v e r y  la rg e  n u m b er o f  b o y s  m a in ta in ed , w ou ld  
be te m p te d  to  co n clu d e th a t  h e  possessed g re a t 
w e a lth , a n d  in  fa c t  a m o n g st th e  p eop le  it  w as 
o ften  said  th a t  D o n  B o sco  h a d  gro w n  v e r y  rich; 
b u t a ll his riches con sisted  in  a  boun dless co n ­
fiden ce in  D iv in e  P ro vid en ce. H e  liv e d  and 
d ied  e x tre m e ly  poor.

T o  one w ho in q u ired  : “ H o w  do y o u  m an age 
to  g e t  on w ith  su ch  h e a v y  exp en ses fo r the 
food an d  c lo th in g  o f so m a n y  b o y s  and  fo r so 
m an}' b u ild in g s? ”  D o n  B o sco  ch e erfu lly  replied: 
“ I go  on b y  s te a m .”

— “ W h a t  do y o u  m e a n ? ”
— “ T h e  steam  engin e goes pouf, pouf, pouf 

and  I  go  pouf (i)  lik ew ise .”
— “ B u t  th e  p o u f m u st a fte r  a ll be se ttle d !”
— “ T h e  M adon n a w ill a rra n ge  th a t; she w ill 

to u ch  th e  h eart o f som e b e n e fa cto r o r b en e­
factress  and  e v e ry th in g  w ill be a rra n g e d .”

S t ill  he w as n ot rash. A lth o u g h  his eye s  and 
h eart w ere  fixed  on H e a v en , one m a y  s a y  th a t  
th e  th o u g h t of th e  m a in ten a n ce  of so m a n y  b o ys 
w as h is g re a t p reo ccu p atio n ; and before u n d er­
ta k in g  a n y  grea t exp en se, he scan n ed  th e  horizon  
to  d isco ver som e m eans of m eetin g  it . O n ly  
w h en  he saw  c le a rly  it  w as G o d ’s W ill h e  should 
u n d e rta k e  a  certain  w o rk , he w en t fo rw ard  
u n h e sita tin g ly , ce rta in  th a t  G o d  w ou ld  p ro vid e. 
W h en  h e  began  th e  m agn ificen t C h urch  o f M a ry  
H e lp  of C h ristian s h e  h ad  in  h a n d  b u t fourp ence; 
y e t  he com m enced  it  because he  saw  c le a r ly  it 
w a s  G o d ’s W ill. T h e  C h u rch  co st o ve r 40,000 
p oun d s sterlin g; y e t  i t  w as a ll p a id  in  go o d  tim e. 
W h en  h e  began  th e  C h urch  o f th e  S a cred  H e a rt 
in  R o m e  he h a d  110 m on ey; a n d  y e t  th e  C h urch 
w ith  th e  b u ild in gs a n n ex e d  w ere  to  co st m an y 
m illions of fran cs a n d  all w a s  p aid  fo r e v e n tu a lly . 
H o w  are such  th in g s  possib le? T h e  secret w as 
this: O u r B lessed  L a d y  h ad  co n stitu te d  herself

(1) A P iedm ontese word sign ify in g  debt.

D o n  B o sco ’s co llector; sh e  o b ta in ed  and  still 
o b ta in s  e x tra o rd in a ry  graces for th o se  w ho 
assist th e  W ork.

O n e  d a y  w h en  th e  need w a s  p ressin g, D o n  
B o sco  w en t to  ca ll upon  a  gen tlem an  and  ask ed  
h is help: “ I w ou ld  g iv e  it , b u t  y o u  see I a m  ill 
and  ca n n o t go  to  th e  B a n k  fo r i t . ”

— “ G o to  th e  B a n k ,”  said  D o n  B o sco , “ tru st­
in g  in  th e  p ro tectio n  o f O u r L a d y .”  — T h e  ge n tle ­
m an g o t u p  p e r fe c tly  cured: he  w e n t to  th e  
B a n k  and b ro u g h t b a c k  a  la rg e  su m  w h ich  
served  D o n  B o sco  fo r m a n y  d ays.

A n o th e r tim e  D o n  B o sco  a sk ed  fo r help  from  
one w h o  h a d  a law -su it: “ Y o u  u n d erstan d  th a t
w ith  th is  la w  s u it ..... if I  g a in  it , I w ill g iv e  yo u
so m eth in g .”  Q u ite  u n e x p e cte d ly  he ga in ed  
his cause  a n d  g a v e  th e  alm s.

T h o se  w h o  g a v e  m o st to  D o n  B o sco  w ere 
th e  m ost fav o u re d  b y  D iv in e  P ro vid en ce. D on  
B o sco  w en t to  th a n k  B aro n  C o sta  for th e  b o u n ti­
fu l a lm s g iv e n  b y  him : “ D o  n o t sp ea k  o f i t ,”  
he rep lied , “ since I b egan  to  help  y o u r boys, 
riches h a v e  m u ltip lied  in m y  hands: it  is I  w ho 
should  th a n k  y o u .”  A n d  so it  w as in fact.

D o n  B o sco  w a s  one d a y  in w a n t o f th ree  
hu n d red  francs; e x a c t ly  th ree  hundred  w ere 
sen t to  him . H e  w a n te d  a th o u san d ; p re cise ly  
one th o u san d  w ere g iv e n  to  him . T h e re  w ere  
m a n y  sim ilar in stances.

H e  a lw a y s  con clu d ed  thus: “ H o w  go o d  is  
th e  H e ip  of C h ristian s! I f  e v e ry  one k n ew  th e  
treasu res of g ra c e  to  be o b ta in ed  b y  alm s-d eed s, 
a ll w ou ld  g iv e  m ore. H o w  tru e  are th e  w ords 
o f  O u r L ord : Date et dabitur vobis (Cive and it 
shall be given to you). T h e  secret o f becom in g 
rich  is to  g iv e  a lm s a b u n d a n tly . I t  m a y  be 
affirm ed w ith  tru th , th a t  w h ich  h ap pen ed  in 
D o n  B o sco ’s life  s till go es on. W h o so ever helps 
th e  w o rk  o f th e  S a lesian s is a lw a y s  blessed b y  
G o d , b ecau se  th e ir  w o rk  is o n ly  th e  sa lv a tio n  
o f  souls, e sp e cia lly  o f th e  y o u n g.

T h e  fo o d , t h e  1 e p o s e  a n d  th e  h u m ili  y  o f  
D o n  B o s c o .— H is  m eals w ereso  fru gal th a t  n one 
of h is first com p an ion s, h a v in g  tried  h is m ad e o f 
life, could  g e t  used to  it . T h e  soup o f th e  b o y s  
w as also  his soup; lie  h ad , in  ad d itio n  a  p la te  of 
m e a t ; b u t h is m o th er, b y  his orders, co o ked  it  on 
S u n d a y  and  serv e d  th e  sam e e v e ry  d a y  for d in n er 
an d  su p per u n til T h u rs d a y  even in g. O n F r id a y  
she m ad e som e th in  so u p  and th is  lasted  th e  
rest o f th e  w eek: i t  w a s  o n ly  n ecessary  to  w arm  
up  th e  food and th e  m eal w as read y. S o m e­
tim es in  su m m er i t  h ad  tu rn ed  sour: b u t D on  
B o sco  to o k  no n otice  o f th is , and th in k in g  his 
m oth er h ad  sp rin gled  som e v in e g a r o v e r  it , he 
a te  it  w ith  th e  sam e ap p etite .

D o n  B o sco  h ad  also  a  secret for e x te n d in g  th e  
tim e  fo r w o rk . H is m eth od  w as s im p lic ity
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itself: h e  slep t b u t fe w  hours in  th e  n igh t an d  
fo r  m a n y  y e a rs  he sp en t som e n igh ts  each  w eek  
w o rk in g  w ith o u t g o in g  to  bed: in  th e  d a y  tim e  
h e  n ever w a sted  a m om ent.

T h is  w on d erfu l m an , th e  a u th o r o f so g re a t 
a n d  s a lu ta ry  a  m o ve m e n t, w h ilst he  beh eld  his 
w o rk  gro w in g  and sp rea d in g  th ro u g h  P ied m o n t, 
I t a ly ,  E u ro p e  and th e  w orld; w h ils t  he received  
co n tin u a l m a rk s o f esteem  and  affectio n  from  
m a g istra te s , P rinces, B ish o p s, C ard in als  and 
P op es; w h ils t  in  h is jo u rn e y s  to  R o m e, in  F ra n ce, 
in  S p a in  h e  w as u n iv e rsa lly  adm ired  and  carried, 
a s  it  w ere, in  triu m p h , far from  ta k in g  co m p la ­
ce n cy  in  h is success and  finding th ere in  in cen tives 
t o  p rid e  or v a in -g lo ry , he rem ained  e v e r  m odest, 
m o st h u m ble, in d ifferen t to  th e  a p p lau se  of 
m en, as  h e  h ad  been to  b lam e a n d  op position .

A n  old  p arish  p riest, his frien d  an d  form er 
co m p an io n  a t  th e  S em in a ry , a fte r  m a n y  y ea rs  
in  w in ch  he  h ad  n o t seen D on  B o sco , m eetin g  
h im  one d a y  and  re ly in g  u p o n  th e ir  form er 
in tim a c y , a sk ed  him  in  a ll s im p lic ity :

— “ T e ll m e, D o n  B o sco , w h a t do  y o u  s a y  in 
y o u r h e art, w hen  y o u  see y o u rse lf th u s  honoured 
a n d  revered , w hen  a ll p raise  y o u , th e  n ew s­
p ap ers  a re  b u sy  w ith  y o u r  n am e, so m a n y  lives 
a re  b e in g  w ritte n  of y o u  w h ilst y o u  are still 
liv in g , a ll ca rry  y o u  in  trium ph ! W h a t do 
y o u  s a y  of yo u rse lf?

— “ W h a t  can  I s a y ? ” — replied  D o n  B o sco  
w ith  a  s im p lic ity  eq u alle d  o n ly  b y  his h u m ility ; 
—  “ I th in k  th a t  O u r L o rd , desiring th e  s a lv a ­
tio n  o f  th e  y o u n g , to  show  th a t  it  w as H is W o r k  
a lo n e, a n d  n o t th a t  o f  m en, se lected  th e  m ost 
m iserab le  p riest on th e  earth  an d  con fided to  
h im  th a t  m ission; if H e  had foun d one m ore 
m iserab le  th a n  m y self, p ro vid ed  he  w a s  w illin g, 
H e  w o u ld  h a v e  chosen him . I t  is  n ot to  m e in­
d iv id u a lly  th ese  h o n o u rs are ren dered, b u t  to  
G o d  a n d  to  th e  in stru m en t H e  deign ed  to  
choose. I  h a v e  o n ly  to  rem em ber t h a t  if I  do 
n ot sh o w  m y self a  d o cile  in stru m e n t in  th e  
h a n d s of th e  L o rd  a n d  th ro u gh  n egligen ce do 
n o t  acco m p lish  a ll th a t  G od desires o f  m e, H e 
w ill be d ispleased w ith  m y  w ork  a n d  in stead  of 
rew ardin g , w ill p un ish  m e s e v e re ly ."

T h e  M in is t e r  R a t t a z z i  a n d  th e  S a l e s i a n  
S o c i e t y .— W ith  so m a n y  w orks 011 hand D on  
B o sco  w as in  need of assistan ts; go o d  ecclesiastics 
a n d  secu lars w ere req u ired  to  help  h im . A  
re lig io u s in stitu te  w a s  n ecessary; th is  he  saw  
c le a r ly . F o r  a lo n g  tim e  th e  h o ly  m an  h ad  
rea lized  t h a t  b y  h im self he  co u ld  do  b u t little  
and  th a t  h an d  and  tem p o ra ry  a ssistan ts  could 
n o t be of m uch a v a il, nor w ith  th em  co u ld  th e  
sp ir it  o f Ins in stitu te  be m ain tain ed .

M a n y  sp oke of th is  to  him  and ad vised  him  
to  seek  som e m eans o f p erp e tu a tin g  su ch  a

u sefu l in stitu tio n  as th a t  o f th e  O rato ries; b u t 
th e  a tt itu d e  of th e  G o vern m en t in those d a y s, 
w hen  it  w a s  p erse cu tin g  and b a n ish in g  th e  R e ­
ligious C o n gregatio n s caused D o n  B o sco  to  
decide th a t  th e  a tte m p t w ou ld  be n ot o n ly  
useless, b u t d an gerous a t  th a t  tim e.

A n  occurrence a p p a re n tly  fo rtu ito u s  w as th e  
o ccasion  of d ecid in g  th e  m a tte r. T h e  m in ister 
R a tta z z i h a d  several tim es been an e ye  w itn ess 
of th e  go o d  don e b y  D o n  B o sco , and  n o tw ith ­
sta n d in g  h is irrelig iou s sp irit, h ad  a lw a y s  helped 
and  su p p o rted  him . O ne d a y  in  18 57, m eetin g  
D o n  B o sco , he b egan  to  sp eak of th e  a d v a n ta g e s  
th e  G o vern m en t m igh t e x p e c t from  h is In s titu te  
and  w e n t on, m ore o r less, as follow s:

— “ I d e iire  th a t  3'ou, D o n  B osco, m a y  liv e  
m a n y  y e a rs  for th e  tra in in g  o f so m a n y  p o or 
boys; b u t  yo u , lik e  th e  rest o f  us, are  m o rta l, 
and  if y o u  w ere to  fa il us, w h a t w ou ld  becom e 
o f y o u r w o rk ? ”  H a v e  y o u  th o u g h t o f th is?  A n d  
w h a t m eans do y o u  prop ose to  ta k e  to secu re 
th e  e x isten ce  of y o u r  In s titu te ? ”

— “ T o  te ll y o u  th e  tru th , y o u r  E x c e lle n c y ,”  
replied D o n  B o sco  w ith  a sm ile, “ I  h a ve  110 
in ten tio n  of d y in g  so soon; co n se q u e n tly  I h a v e  
not y e t  decid ed  upon  th e  m eth od  of co n tin u in g 
th e  w o rk  of th e  O rato ries a fte r  m y  d eath . I f  
ho w ever, Y o u r  E x c e lle n c y  has a n y  suggestion  
to  m a k e  on th e  su b je c t I w ill h ear y o u  g la d ly .”  

— “ In  m y  opinion, y o u  sh o u ld  choose som e 
persons b o th  la y  and clerica l w ho possess y o u r 
confidence, form  th em  in to  a S o c ie ty  un der 
certain  ru les, im bu e th em  w ith  y o u r sp irit, 
te a ch  th e m  y o u r sy ste m , so th a t  th e y  m a y  not 
o n ly  assist y o u , b u t ca rry  011 th e  w o rk  a fte r  
y o u r d e p a rtu re .”

A t  tiiis  suggestion  a fa in t sm ile  m ig h t h a v e  
been o b serve d  on th e  co u n ten an ce  of D on  B osco, 
becau se  i t  w as a  n otoriou s fa c t  th a t  th e  m in ister 
R a tta z z i, w ith  th e  a p p ro v a l o f h is co lleagu es, 
had in  1854 p resen ted  to  th e  C h am b er, a n d  th e  
fo llo w in g y e a r  h a d  caused  to  be p assed , th e  
fi s t  la w  for th e  suppression  of th e  R elig io u s 
C o n gregation s. S o  D o n  B o sco  rejoined:

— “ B u t  does Y o u r  E x c e lle n c y  be lieve  it  is 
possib le  to  fo u n d  su ch  a  so c ie ty  in th ese  d a y s ? ”  

— “ C erta in ly , so long as Y o u r  R everen ce  
foun ds a  so c ie ty  in  a cco rd an ce  w ith  th e  presen t 
le g is la tio n .”

— “ A n d  w h a t w o u ld  th a t  b e ? ”
— “ I t  w ou ld  b e  a  so c ie ty  in  w h ich  each  in­

d iv id u a l w ou ld  keep  h is c iv il  r ig h ts, p a y  his 
ta x e s, e tc . T h e  n ew  S o c ie ty  as  fa r  as regard s 
th e  G o vern m en t w ou ld  o n ly  be an association  
of free citizen s liv in g  to g e th e r for a  beneficent 
purpose.

T h e  w ords of R a tta z z i w ere as a ra y  of ligh t, 
sh o w in g D o n  B osco  th e  p o ss ib ility  o f com m enc-
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in g  th a t  w h ich  in  th e  a c tu a l con d itio n s, he had 
ju d g ed  m u st be p o stp o n ed . H e  stu d ied  th e  
qu estio n  a t  len gth , and as for som e tim e  he 
had in  m in d  th e  fo u n d in g of a  R elig io u s C on gre­
g a tio n , he b egan  to  arran ge and  w rite  d ow n  th e  
rules. H e  k n ew  b u t to o  w ell th a t  to  estab lish  
a d u rab le  w o rk  a n d  one d e se rv in g  G o d ’s blessing, 
so m eth in g  v e r y  d ifferen t from  a  p u re ly  hu m an  
asso ciatio n  w as needed; i t  m u st be quicken ed

b y  a  h e a v e n ly  in sp iratio n  a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  to  
o b ta in  th e  b lessin g  of th e  H o ly  See. Conse­
qu en ti}7 in  th e  fo llo w in g y e a r  he w e n t to  R om e 
to  p resen t th e  o u tlin e  of th e  ru les to  the 
S o v ere ig n  P o n tiff  P iu s I X ,  and  w a s  co m p lete ly  
su ccessfu l, p assin g  sa fe ly  th ro u gh  th e  g re a te st 
d ifficu lties.

(To be continued).
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The Opinions of Contemporaries.

i .

T T T T tie  V e r y  R ev . D r . H e n r y  S ivo bo d a , 

D o m e stic  P rela te  o f H is  H o lin e s s ,  

C o u n c illo r  a n d  P rofessor o f P a sto ra l T h eolo g y  

at the Im p e r ia l U n iv e r s ity  o f V ie n n a , refers  

in  h is  essay  T h e  c a r e  o f  s o u ls  in  la r g e  c it ie s  

to C ottolen go a n d  D o n  B o sco .

D e a lin g  w ith  th e ir  w o rk  th e  P ro fesso r says:
T u r in  p reserves to  th is  d a y , in sp ite  o f its 

th ree  hu n d red  and  ten th o u sa n d  in h a b ita n ts , 
th e  ch a ra cter o f an a n cie n t ca p ita l ( i) . Its  
streets, p e r fe c t ly  s tra ig h t and m o n oto n o u s,w eary  
th e  to u ris t, and  even  th e  ch u rch es are u n in ­
te re stin g  w ith  b u t  few  e x cep tio n s, am on gst 
th ese  b ein g  th e  g lo o m y  C h ap el o f th e  W in d in g 
S h e e t (2). O u r first v is it  to o k  us th ro u g h  an 
u n a ttr a c tiv e  stre et, w here one sees o n ly  th e  
u n w ash ed  faces o f p o or children.

H e re  a t th e  C o tto len go  th e re  is a  lo n g in te r­
m in ab le  lin e  o f irreg u la rly  b u ilt  houses and 
co tta g e s  w ith  b rick ed  up  w indow s, as in  th e  
E a st , e v id e n tly  p urch ased  a t  va r io u s  tim es, b e­
gin n in g  in  th e  e a r ly  p a rt o f th e  la s t  c e n tu ry  and 
to  be e x a c t  in 1828, to  g iv e  a  sh elter in  th is 
m iserable  q u a rte r  to  th o se, w h o  o w in g to  their 
p h y sica l d e fe cts  o r th e ir  v ic io u s  h a b its  h a ve  
been  refused a d m itta n ce  in to  a ll o th er in stitu ­
tions. H ere  one m a y  in  tru th  e m p lo y  th e  w ord

(1) T h e  census o f  1911 nave T u rin  425,000 inhabitants.
(2) D u rin g  the last th irty  years m an y churches have

been bu ilt, several b ein g  o f artistic m erit. In 1SS2, after
that o f St. Secondo  and  a  little before that o f  SI. Joachim . 
there w as opened for D ivine W orsh ip  the p iu s church 
o f S t. John  the E v a n g elist  erected by Don Bosco in the 
C o rso  V ittorio  E m anuele, a  splendid  edifice w ith three
a isles an d  a tow er in the front, in the R om an Lom bardie 
sty le  o f  the eleventh and tw elfth centuries, design ed  by
the architect C o un t E dw ard  A rborio  M ella, with frescoes
b y  Reffo and a  handsom e m onum ent to Pius IX  by 
G on falon ieri.

“ c r e a te ” , fo r th e  h u m b le  p rie st Josep h  B e n e d ic t  
C o tto len go  (w ho died  in  1842) lite ra lly  form ed 
th is  w o n d erfu l w o rk  o u t of n oth in g . N o t  o n ly  
d id  he ta k e  fo r h is m odel S t . V in c e n t o f  P a u l, 
b u t  in  his e csta sy  of ca lm  tru s t  in  G od, he  su r­
p assed th e  p o v e rty  o f th e  g re a t S a in t o f A ssisi, 
lo r he w en t so fa r  as to  fo rb id  his com p an ions 
a sk in g  alm s. O n ly  t h a t  w h ich  wras fre e ly  and 
sp o n tan eo u sly  offered  a t  th e  ga te  of th e  In sti­
tu te , a lw a y s  besieged b y  th e  poor, co u ld  and  
m ig h t be accep ted . T o d a y  th is  refu ge  resem bles 
a sm all to w n ; w here a b an d  of re lig io u s fam ilies 
has gro w n  u p  w h o  h a v e  ch a rg e  of fifteen  d if­
feren t w o rk s  a n d  in  th is  la b y r in th  of s tre e ts  and  
houses th o u sa n d s o f p o or crea tu re s  find a  su b ­
sisten ce, p la in  and  sim ple it  is tru e , b u t  co rd ia lly  
g iv en ; fu lly  6000 p erson s are now  liv in g  there , 
in clu d in g  th o se  in ch a rg e  o f th e  sick  (1). B u t  
i t  is n o t th e  g re a t pile  o f b u ild in gs w h ich  is th e  
prin cip al o b je c t  o f in terest to  us; th ere  are, in 
fa c t, h o sp ita ls  a n d  refuges m uch la rger an d  
m ore b eau tifu l; b u t th ere  are  twro th in g s  in 
p a r ti u la r on w h ich  w e should  fix  o u r a tte n tio n .

'lh e  first is th e  care  h e ro ica lly  g iv e n  to  the 
very lowest class of wretched hum anity ; th e  C o t­
to len go  In s t itu te  la v ish e s  on th ese  a ll b o d ily  
helps, sh o w in g us h ow  to  set on  fo o t  th e  cu re  of 
souls in  th e  large  to w n s, b egin n in g w ith  th e  
m o st m iserable. P o v e r ty  th e re  w ill a lw a y s  be, 
b u t  d e stitu tio n  is a  d isgrace  to  C h ristia n ity ; 
th erefo re  th e re  is a sp ecia l h o n o u r and  g lo ry  
in  ta k iñ g  to  h eart th e  ca re  of so m a n y  u n h a p p y  
crea tu res, a lle v ia tin g  th e ir  m isery. T h e  secon d 
is th a t  th is  m an , w h o  m ore th a n  a n y  o th er 
tru ste d  b lin d ly  in  D iv in e  P ro vid e n ce , y e t  lo o ked  
up o n  h im self as a  secondary cause, as  a  real 
in stru m en t in th e  h an ds of th is  sam e P ro v id e n ce

(r) A t present there are n early  8000 sheltered in the 
L ittle  H ouse o f  D ivin e  Providen ce.
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an d  laboured indefatigably. T h is  is th e  tru e  
d o g m a tic  id e a  o f th e  cu re  of souls.

A s  th e  V en e ra b le  C o tto len g o  h a d  d evo ted  
h im self e n tire ly  to  su cco u rin g  th e  d e stitu te , so 
som e y e a rs  la te r, n ea r th e  “ H o u se  o f  D iv in e  
P ro v id e n c e ,”  D o n  B o sco  b egan  a n o th er series 
o f  u n d e rta k in g s  w h ich  are, as i t  w ere, th e  op ­
p o site  p o le  o f p a sto ra l a c t iv it y  in  large  to w n s, 
fo u n d in g in 1846 th e  “ S a lesia n  H o u se  (1 ).”

T h is  m an  so sim p le  a n d  y e t  so w on derfu l 
sh in es to d a y  before  m odern  tea ch e rs  as  th e  
ap o stle  o f  c h a r ity  in  e d u ca tio n . I n  h is  In s titu te  
a lso , w h ich  is tru ly  a  sm a ll to w n , th e  sam e 
sy ste m  w a s  fo llo w ed  as in  th e  n eigh b o u rin g one 
o f  C o tto len g o  in  th e  p ro gressive  d eve lo p m en t 
of th e  W o rk , w h ich  has resu lted  a lso  in  a  v a r ie d  
a n d  p ictu re sq u e  a gg lo m era tio n  o f houses an d  
w orksh o p s fo r s tu d e n ts  a n d  e sp e cia lly  fo r y o u n g  
a rtisan s. F o r  th o se  w h o  th in k  i t  im p o ssib le  in 
large  to w n s to  rea lize  th e  id ea l in th e  cu re  of souls, 
I  w o u ld  recom m en d  a  v is it  to  th is  k in gd o m  of 
sim p le  ch a rity : here in  tim e of recrea tio n  th e  
m o st n o isy  ch ild ren  p la y , a n d  y e t  since th e  
In s t itu te  h a s been  in  e x isten ce  i t  h a s n ever been 
n ecessa ry  to  e m p lo y  co rp o ra l p u n ish m en t, w ith  
th e  e x ce p tio n  o f som e rare  a n d  sh o rt p en an ce  (2); 
an d  fro m  h ere  h a v e  go n e o u t th o u san d s of 
w o r th y  m en  and  in d u strio u s citize n s. T o d a y  
in  v a r io u s  w o rk sh o p s a b o u t 350 b o y s  a re  learn ­
in g  a  tra d e ; th e re  are  also  a b o u t 450 stu d en ts, 
th e  la rg e r  n u m b er o f th ese  are  m a in ta in e d  gra- 
tu ito ú s ly , o r n ea rly  so. In  th ese  m eagre 
su rro u n d in gs, poorer th a n  one ca n  w ell im agin e, 
is  to  be seen th e  m iracle  o f an  in v in cib le  
lo v e  w h ich  con quers a ll, and  one m a y  n ote th e  
co n sta n t ren ew al of life  in  a cco rd a n ce  w ith  th e  
p r im itiv e  sp irit  o f C h ris tia n ity , and th a t  real 
e d u ca tio n  w h ich  is b ased  on  th e  fréq u en tatio n  
o f  th e  S a cra m e n ts , w ith o u t a n y  p io u s w ea k n ess­
es, a  fra n k  recip ro ca l tru s t , an d  th a t  tru e  sen ­
tim e n t o f h u m a n ity , w h ich  fa r  from  bein g a 
p u re  ra tio n a lis tic  a ltru ism , is u n d e n ia b ly  th e  
■perfectio specifica  o f th is  'n a tu ra l id eal. N o w  
beside th e  m a gn ificen t n ew  C h u rch  is risin g a 
fin e  b u ild in g  of th ree  floors, w h ich  m a k es us 
h o p e  th a t, in  course of tim e, in stead  of th e

(1) Don Bosco began his W o rk  with a  Catechism  class 
in  the Church  o f St. F rancis o f  Assisi 011 the 8th o f  D e ­
cem ber 1841, an d  in 1846, after untold difficulties and 
sacrifices, he form ed a perm anent house am id st the fields 
o f  V ald occo.

(2) “  W hat is to be the r u le  a s to p u n ish m en ts?  —  
w rote Don Bosco in the go ld en  pages in w hich he set 
forth his system  o f education. —  W henever possible, let 
punishm ent n ev er  be used... F o r  n ea r ly  f i f t y  y ea r s  
I  have had to do zuith buys, an d  I  n ev er rem em ber  
h a v in g  to m ake use o f  any k in d  o f  punishm ent, and with  
the help o f  G od I  have alw ays obtained not on ly  w hat 
w as necessary, but also w hat I  sim p ly  w ished f o r ,  and  
th is fr o m  those very  ch ild re n  fr o m  ivhom it seem ed  
hopeless to e x p e c t any good r e s u lts '”

d w ellin gs w h ich  rem a in , re gu lar an d  handsom e 
b u ild in gs w ill arise  in w h ich  m a y  co n tin u e  to  
re ign  t h a t  sp ir it  o f c h a r ity  w h ich  a n im a tes 
to d a y  th e  g re a t b o d y  of Sa lesian s sca ttered  o ve r 
th e  w o rld  (1).

T h is  fr a n k ly  C a th o lic  sp ir it  w h ich  in sp ires 
th is  w o rk  of th e  p ro tectio n  of y o u th , in th e  
m o st p recio u s rem em bran ce w e  ca rried  a w a v  
from  th e  d is ta n t V ia  C o tto len go , fro m  th e  p o in t 
o f  v ie w  of th e  cu re  o f  souls in  la rg e  centres. I t  
con dem n s in  th e  m o st en e rg e tic  m a n n er th a t  
p asto ra l sy ste m  w h ich  is e n tire ly  m ech a n ica l 
a n d  relies e x c lu s iv e ly  on  b u re a u cra tic  m eth ods. 
O n  th e  co n tra ry  th e  sp ir it  o f D o n  B o sco ’s w ork  
is ch a ra cterize d  b y  th e  sw eetn ess a n d  a m ia b ility  
o f th e  s a in t ly  B ish o p  o f G en ev a, from  w h o m  it 
ta k es  its  nam e: here th e  e d u ca tio n , th e  tea ch in g , 
th e  p re p a ra tio n  for life, a ll is in tim a te ly  boun d 
u p  w ith  th e  sp ir itu a l life  o f g ra c e  a n d  w ith  th e  
m o ral fo rm a tio n  of he ch a ra cter, th e  v a r io u s  
teach ers an d  m asters  liv e  in co n tin u a l c o n ta c t 
w ith  th e  b o y s , w a tch  o v e r  th em  co n scien tio u sly , 
b u t n o t in  th e  sp ir it  o f p olicem en; a  w ord  ol 
rem on stran ce  from  th e  m aster fra n k ly  esteem ed 
a n d  resp ected  is th e  m o st e fficacious p u n ish ­
m en t. H e re  one can  a p p re c ia te  t r u ly  th e  w o rth  
o f a  w ell o rgan ised  p erso n al co n ta ct, in  th e  
m a tte r  o f  p asto ra l duties.

B esid es th e  pastor^ o f souls, th is  e sta b lish ­
m en t h o u ld  be v is ite d  b y  th e  head s o f th e  m o ­
d ern  la b o u r m o ve m e n t, w ho are s till a n im a ted  
b y  go o d  in ten tio n s, and  th e y  w o u ld  sp ee d ily  
u n d erstan d  th a t  th e re  is no th e o ry  m ore false  
th a n  th a t  w h ich  w o u ld  m a k e  o f religion  a p r i­
v a te  affa ir. T h e y  ca n  en ter fre e ly .....

II .

O u r n e x t  e x tr a c t  is n o t new; b u t i t  is e xce llen t: 
w e  ta k e  it  from  a p am p h let: R e lig io u s  an d  
S o cia l W o rk s  in  I t a ly — R eco llectio n s  of C o u n t 
C h arles C o n estab ile— T ra n sla tio n  from  th e  
F re n ch , p u b lish ed  a t  P a d u a , S e m in a ry  P r in tin g  
Press, 1878— th a t is to  s a y  e ig h t  y e a rs  before  
th e  d e a th  o f D o n  B osco. A tte n tio n  is ca lled  t o  
th ese  p a rticu la rs , t h a t  is to  th e  d a te  of th ese  
p ag es a n d  w e  sh all b e tte r  rea lize  th e  re p u ta ­
tio n  of D o n  B o sco  as a  p h ila n th ro p ist and  as 
an  ed u cato r.

.....  A  w on d erfu l an d  a lm o st in cred ib le  th in g!
T h e  go v ern m e n t, to  w h ich  is su b je c t th e  sm all 
p o p u la tio n  (the O ra to r y  of V a ld o cco ) com posed 
of su ch  y o u th fu l a n d  liv e ly  e lem en ts, is  a  go v ern -

(1) A ctu a lly  this fine b u ild in g  o f three floors, raised 
by Don Bosco beside the S an ctu ary o f  M ary H elp o f 
Christians, since 1884 has been devoted to the School o f 
E n g ra vin g , and  since that year m an y other bu ild ings 
have been erected, so'' that one m ay sa y  that tod ay the 
O ratory is m ore than dou ble the size.
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m e n t o f gen tlen ess and  sw eetn ess. I t  w ou ld  
n o t be e x a c t  to  s a y  th a t  th e re  p u n ish m en t is 
seld o m  used: th e  tr u th  is t h a t  th e re  a re  no p u n ­
ishm ents: in defen ce  o f th e  la w  th e re  is no 
p en al code, th e  law  im poses itse lf on  th e  in d i­
v id u a l co n scien ce, w h ich  a ccep ts  i t  re a d ily , 
b ecau se  it  is a cco rd in g  to  h u m an  n atu re, because 
it e x a lts  in stead  of h u m iliatin g .

H e re  a serious p h ilo so p h ica l an d  so cial p ro ­
blem  is p resen ted  to  our con sid eratio n . W h ilst 
th e  m o st v io le n t  re vo lu tio n aries  h a v e  w ritten  
v o lu m e s  on th is  su b jec t, w h ilst in  th e  fa c u lty  of 
la w  it  is d ilig e n tly  stu d ied , here is a  hu m ble 
p rie st w h o  w ith o u t e ffo rt reso lves  one of th e  
leg al qu estio n s m o st co n te ste d  in  o u r d a y s. In  
his ow n  lit t le  re p u b lic  he h a s rea lized  th e  ideal 
desired b y  legislators; in stead  of rep ressin g a 
fa u lt  1 e  p re ve n ts  it: and  th is  sy ste m  h ith e rto  so 
d ifficu lt of a p p lica tio n  in a n y  o th er p lace , in 
th is  esta b lish m en t p roduces stu p en d o u s resu lts.

T h u s  th e  d r y  bread , th e  lines, th e  s o lita ry  
w a lk , th e  sev ere  rep rim an d s an d  all th e  p u n ish ­
m e n ts  w h ich  serve  as  p en al san ctio n  t o  co llege 
ru les, a re  a b so lu te ly  u n k n o w n  in  th e  In s titu te  
o f  D o n  B osco. O n e  p re ca u tio n  o n ly  h as bee.i 
ta k e n , b u t  on  v e r y  rare o ccasio n s, a g a in st som e 
in co rrig ib le  b o y s , who', in th e  lo n g ru n , m ig h t 
h a v e  co rru p ted  th e ir  co m p an io n s and  th is 
p re ca u tio n  is e x p u lsio n . B u t  th e  ch a rita b le  
heart o f th e  go o d  p riest acco m p an ied  th is  m ea­
sure w ith  a ll p ossib le  sa fegu a rd s, so as  n o t to  
e m b itte r  th e  one in qu estio n  and  n o t to  d estro y  
in  th a t  y o u th fu l h eart th e  rem ains o f v ir tu e . 
F o r  th is  end, w h en  th e  b o y  h ad  le ft  th e  house 
he did  n ot cease ta k in g  an  in terest in him ; w ith  
ten d e r so lic itu d e  he profited  o f e v e ry  o p p o rtu ­
n ity  to  g iv e  h im  s a lu ta ry  a d v ic e  to  p rocure  
w o rk  fo r h im  an d  to  h old  h im  b a ck  from  the 
p re cip ice  o v e rh a n g in g  th e  a b yss.

I t  is m o reo ver n ecessary  to  s ta te  w h a t are 
th e  m ean s e m p lo y ed  b y  D o n  B o sco  to  hinder 
fa u lts  an d  th u s  a v o id  rep ressive  m easures. T h is  
e x p la n a tio n  is in d isp en sable  in  order to  u n d er­
s ta n d  th e  sy ste m  p ra ctised  in th e  O ra to r y  of 
T u rin . D on  B o sco  d istrib u te s  his su p erin ten ­
d e n ts  in su ch  a  w a y  th a t  th e  b o y s  are  n ev er left 
a lon e. T h is  ca re  is, in g r e a t  m easure, en tru sted  
to  th e  e cclesia stics  w ho are h is h elpers. B u t 
he h a s not been  satisfied  w ith  th is  g e n era l su p er­
visio n : he h a s d iv id ed  th e  b o y s  in to  sm all group s 
a n d  each  o f th ese  has fo r su p erin te n d e n t one 
o f th e  p u p ils, selected  from  a m o n g st th o se  w ho 
b y  th e ir  go o d  co n d u ct an d  e x e m p la ry  p ie ty , 
h a v e  g iv en  p ro o fs  th a t  D o n  B o sco  ca n  coun t 
upon  th em . T h is  y o u n g  d e lega te  o f th e  D irecto r 
m u st n o t do m in eer o v e r  h is co m p an io n s w ith  
a  g ra v e  dem eanou r an d  an a ir of im p o rtan ce, 
h e  ta k e s  p a rt in  th e ir  gam es an d  in  th e ir  w ork,

he is  th e  m o st agreeab le  co m p an io n  th e y  can 
w ish  for. I f  som etim es, w h en  recreatio n  is in 
fu ll sw in g, som e one co m m its  a b la m ew o rth y  
a ctio n  o r sa y s  a b a d  w ord: “ R em em b er”  say s 
th e  y o u n g  su p erin ten d en t, “ th a t  G o d  sees us 
an d  h ears u s a lw a y s .”  A n d  a t  once d isorder 
ceases and  th e  gam es a re  resum ed. I f  in  th e  
w ork-room s th e  su p erin ten d en t sees one n ot 
d o in g his d u ty :— “ M y  frien d s” , he sa y s  a t  once, 
“ tim e  is p recio u s and  w e m u st ren der an acco u n t 
o f  it  to  G o d .”

F L O R E N C E  —  S a n c tu a r y  o f  th e  H o ly  F a m ily .

( C e n tr a l N a v e ) .

In  all th e  w orksh o p s and  round th e  large 
p la y  groun ds, one m a y  read on  th e  w a lls  p ru d en t 
an d  p iou s m axim s: L et u s attend above all to the 
salvation o j our own so u l;— God has ordained 
that m en should labour to p u rify  and ennoble 
them ;— L et u s love one another because we are 
a ll children of the same Father who is  in  heaven ;—  
Let us offer a ll our actions to God. I  should  n ever 
finish w ere  I to  q u o te  a ll th e  n oble  a n d  h o ly  
th o u g h ts  reproduced on th e  w alls  o f th is  blessed 
ab od e and  w h ich  D o n  B o sco  en d eavo u red  th u s 
to  im press on th e  m inds an d  h earts  o f th e  y o u n g. 
D o n  B o sco  rem ain s fa ith fu l to  th e  p rin cip les 
a cte d  upon  from  th e  co m m en cem en t of his w ork;
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he does n o t use force  or v io le n ce  in  d ealin g  w ith  
th e  con scien ce, b u t w ith  a  h o ly  p erseveran ce  
he ben d s th e m  sw e e tly  u n d er th e  D iv in e  yo k e .

So m e d a y s  h a d  elap sed  sin ce  th e  en tran ce  
in to  th e  O ra to ry  o f a b o y  w h o fe lt  th e  g rea test 
rep u gn an ce to  go  to  C onfession. H e  h a d  tak en  
his p la ce  in  one of th e  w o rk  room s an d  shared  
in  th e  ga m e s of h is com p an ion s. O n e  d a y , 
w h ilst th e y  w ere  p la y in g  a t  p riso n ers’ bar, 
D o n  B o sco  w e n t to  h im  an d  said: “ M y  friend, 
I  w a n t  y o u  fo r a sh o rt tim e: co u ld  y o u  help  
m e in  so m eth in g  I  ca n n o t do b y  m y s e lf? ” — “ Y e s , 
c e r ta in ly ”  rep lied  th e  b o y , q u ite  p ro u d  to  be 
o f use to  th e  D irecto r. — “ B u t  y o u  w ill h a v e  to  
m a k e  a  v ig o ro u s  e ffo rt,”  D o n  B o sco  w arn ed  
h im .— “ N o  m a tte r, I  a m  stro n g .” — " P u t  on 
y o u r  ja c k e t  th e n  and  fo llo w  m e.” !— T h e y  w en t 
t o  th e  sa c ris ty : th e  y o u n g  a rtisan  th o u g h t he 
w a s  w a n ted  to  m o ve  som e fu rn itu re.

— " K n e e l dow n, m y  friend an d  m a k e  yo u r 
confession: a fte rw a rd s  y o u  w ill be m ore h a p p y  
and  a t  p e a ce .” — ‘ ‘B u t  w h a t m u st I do? I am  
n ot re a d y .” — “ I kn o w  th a t, and so I w ill g iv e  
y o u  w h a t tim e  y o u  require, fo r I am  n ow  go in g 
to  s a y  p a r t  o f m y  office .” — “ T h e  b o y  w as at 
once co n quered  b y  th e  k in d ly  m an n er o f th e  
p rie st a n d  b jr th e  g ra c e  o f G od, an d  th e  Confes­
sion  he  h ad  th o u g h t so d ifficu lt d id  n ot cost 
h im  a n y  e ffo rt.....

O ne d a y  w h en  I w en t to  v is it  D o n  B o sco  I 
foun d him  a t  h is d esk  re a d in g  a  n ote  co n ta in in g  
a list o f nam es. “ H e re ”  he  said , “ are  som e of 
m y  litt le  rascals, w hose co n d u ct is n o t q u ite  
s a tis fa c to r y .”  M y  k n o w led ge o f D o n  B o sco ’s 
sch o la stic  m eth o d s w a s  as  y e t  im p erfect and  I 
ask ed  him  if  h e  h ad  som e p u n ish m en t in  store 
for th ese  n a u g h ty  b o y s  : “ C e rta in ly  n o t.”  he 
replied: “ th is  is w h a t  I w ill do. T h is  one, for 
in sta n ce”  (and he  p o in ted  o u t one o f th e  nam es) 
“ is th e  w o rst o f th e  lo t, s till he h a s an e x ce llen t 
h e art. I  w ill go  to  h im  du rin g  recreatio n  and 
ask  a fte r  h is  h ealth ; h e  w ill, d o u b tless, answ er 
th a t  it  is e xce llen t: T h e n  y o u  are q u ite  satisfied  
w ith  y o u rse lf, m y  frien d ? I shall s a y . A t  first 
he w ill be surprised: th en  h e  w ill b lush  an d  ca st 
d ow n  Ins eyes. T h e n  in  a ffe ctio n a te  to n es I 
sh a ll insist: —  N o w , m y  son, so m eth in g is w ron g 
w ith  yo u : if y o u r  b o d y  is in  good h e a lth , perhaps 
y o u r  soul is n o t h a p p y ?  Is  i t  a  lo n g tim e  since 
y o u  h a v e  been to  co n fessio n ?— In  a  few  m i­
n u tes th is  b o y  w ill be a t  th e  T rib u n a l o f P en an ce, 
and  I  am  a lm o st ce rta in  th a t  I sh all h a v e  no 
m ore co m p la in ts  o f h im  in  fu tu r e .”  I  listened

in silen ce, co m qu ered  b y  th e  ch arm  and th e  
sw eetn ess o f  h is a p o sto lica l la n g u ag e. I  h a d  
d isco vered  th e  secret o f th e  g r e a t  w o rk s  accom - 
p ish ed  b y  th is  lo w ly  p riest. M a n y  tim es sin ce  
th a t  d a y  w h en  a t  th e  s ig h t o f a ll th e  e v ils  o f 
o u r d a y s, m y  soul w a s  filled  w ith  b it te r  sorrow , 
th a t  sa cerd o ta l v o ice  h as co m e b a c k  au d  re sto r­
ed m y  co n fiden ce in  th e  fu tu re  o f a  w orld  to ' 
w hom  G o d  h a s sen t su ch  reform ers.

In  E u ro p e  a t  th e  p resen t tim e, th e  v a lu e  of 
D on  B o sco ’s  m e th o d s a re  reco gn ized , au d  fre ­
q u e n tly  in  d ifficu lt cases he is co n su lted . S o m e 
y ea rs  ago a  p erson  in  A lg e r ia  offered  to  p lace  
u n d er h is  d irectio n  fiv e  y o u n g  A ra b s, h ith e rto  
u n ta m e d  a n d  u n in fluen ced  b y  a n y  k in d  o f e d u ­
ca tio n . D o n  B o sco  co n sen ted , and  a  sh o rt tim e  
a fte r, th e  sons of th e  d esert reach ed  T u rin . H e  
h ad  been  to ld  th a t  th e y  w ere u n m a n a geab le , 
b u t w h en  it  ca m e to  th e  p o in t h e  recogn ized  
th a t  i t  w a s  a m ore serious m a tte r  th a n  he  a n ­
tic ip a ted . T h ese  A ra b s  resem bled  w ild  b easts  
rath er th a n  h u m an  beings: th e y  flu n g th e m selv e s  
w ith  th e  a g ility  o f a  tig e r  upon  th o se  th e y  d is­
liked , to  b ite  th em  a n d  te a r  th e m  w ith  th e ir  
nails. D o n  B o sco  w as a t  least fo rtu n a te  en ough  
in  th e ir  first m eetin g  to  o ve ra w e  th em  b y  h is  
a u th o rity : an d  it  seem ed to  h im  t h a t  th e y  h a d  
no feelin gs o f  d is lik e  for him . F ro m  th a t  m o­
m en t he  se t h im self to  u tilize  th e  sef-lo ve  of 
th e ir race. T h e  best p u p ils  o f th e  e sta b lish ­
m en t w ere ch arg ed  to  lo ad  th em  w ith  k in d n ess  
an d  a tte n tio n s; v e r y  soon th e  s ig h t of th e  e x e m ­
p la ry  co n d u ct of th ese  b o y s  p ro d u ced  an e x c e l­
len t e ffect on th e  m in d  o f th e  A ra b s: reco gn izin g  
th e  m o ral d istan ce  w h ich  sep a ra te d  th em  from  
th e ir  com p an ion s, th e y  w ere  ash am ed, and, fo r  
th e  h o n o u r of th e ir  c o u n try , th e y  d e v o ted  th e m ­
selves to  th e  co rrectio n  o f th is  h u m ilia tin g  
in fe rio rity .

O n ly  a  few  m o n th s h a d  e lap sed  since th e ir  
a rr iv a l a t  th e  O ra to ry  w h en  a  to ta l  tra n sfo rm a ­
tio n  h ad  ta k e n  p la ce  in  th e  m ann ers a n d  cu sto m s 
o f th ese  sons of th e  desert; n or w a s  th e  ch a n g e  
in th e ir  th o u g h ts  a n d  feelin gs less e v id en t. O n  
th e ir co u n ten an ces a sw eet sm ile  h ad  rep laced  
th e  fe ro c ity  of th e ir form er a sp e ct an d  in th e ir  
b la ck  eye s  w h ich  p re v io u sly  flash ed  w ith  a n g er 
an d  h a tre d , co n te n tm e n t and  p eace  w ere  sh in in g . 
T h e  lig h t o f C h ris tia n ity  h a d  in fu sed  its  g e n tle  
w a rm th  in to  th ese  rebellious sp irits , w h ich  h ad  
n ev er h ith e rto  y ie ld e d  to  force  a n d  w h ich  now  
freely  ben t th e  kn ee  before  C h rist a n d  H is  la w .
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Lond on. A cco rd in g  to  th e  m o st recen t 
arran gem en ts up  to  th e  tim e  

o f  w ritin g , th e  M o n th  o f A p r il is to  be sign alised  
b y  th e  v is it  o f our S u p erio r G en eral, th e  V e r y  
R e v . D o n  A lb e ra , to  th e  Sa lesia n  H o u ses in 
E n g la n d . S in ce  h is e lectio n  to  th e  go v ern m e n t 
o f  th e  C o n gregatio n , som e e igh teen  m o n th s ago, 
o u r S u p erio r G en eral h i s  h a d  h is d a y s  crow ded 
w ith  p ressin g business; fo r a p a rt from  th e  d i­
rection  of a ffa irs  w h ich  fa ll to  h im  in th e  o rd i­
n a ry  w a y , h e  h a s m ad e sev era l v is ita tio n s  to  
d is ta n t  co u n tries, w h ere  h is co m in g h ad  been 
lo n g a w a ite d  a n d  e a g e rly  e xp ecte d . In  A u stria  
a n d  S p a in  h e  fo u n d  th a t  th e re  is an e v e r  w id en ­
in g sp h ere  of a c t iv i t y  b efo re  th e  w o rk  of D on  
B o sco , th e  o n ly  d ifficu lty  bein g  to  keep  p ace  w ith  
th e  dem an ds on personnel; a n d  a t  th e  va rio u s  
m a n ifesta tio n s of zeal a n d  a c tiv e  g e n ero sity  
•which he w itn essed , he exp ressed  h is g ra titu d e , 
n o t u n m ix ed  w ith  surprise, th a t  th e  h a rv est 
sh o u ld  be so ab u n d an t.

T h e  V e r y  R e v . D o n  A lb e ra  is n ot a  stra n g er to  
E n g la n d  or to  L on d o n , fo r he  acco m p an ied  his 
re ve re d  P red ecesso r on h is v is it  here, w h en  he 
ca m e fo r  th e  op en ing o f  th e  S a cred  H eart 
C h u rch  a t  W e s t  B a tte rs e a . H e  s ta y e d  th en  for 
tw o  o r th ree  w ee k s, m a k in g  his a cq u a in tan ce  
w ith  E n g lish , an d  a cco m p a n y in g  th e  V e r y  R e v . 
D o n  R u a  on h is  v is its  to  va r io u s  d istin g u ish ed  
C o-op erators. A t  th e  P o n tifica l H ig h  M ass 
w h ich  w as th e  ch ie f cerem o n y in  con nection  
w ith  th e  op en ing o f th e  C h u rch , th e  V e r y  R ev. 
D o n  A lb e ra  assisted  th e  B ish o p , and  d o u b t­
less he  co n je ctu red  th a t  th e  scene, a t  w h ich  
lie  w a s  assistin g , w a s  b u t th e  p relude, o r p erh aps 
th e  first a c t  in  th e  series; an d  if  so h e  w a s  right; 
fo r in w h a te v e r  p la c e  th e  S a lesia n s h a v e  since 
en tered  u p o n  v a r io u s  w o rk s  th e  p rom in en t 
fe a tu re  has been  th e  su p p ly in g  of C h u rch  services 
fo r  th e  fa ith fu l, w h eth e r a t  W a n d sw o rth  o r F arn - 
b o ro u g h , B u rw a sh  or C h ertse y , or a t  th e  Polish  
M ission  in  th e  A rch d io cese  of W e stm in ster.

O u r S u p erio r G en eral w ill m a k e  h is a cq u a in ­
ta n c e  w ith  a ll th e se  p laces; a n d  a p a rt fro m  the 
ex te n sio n s a t  th e  Sa lesia n  S ch o o l in  L on d on , 
w h ich  h a v e  a ll co m e in to  e x isten ce  and  reached 
th e ir  p resen t d e ve lo p m e n t since th e  t im e  a b o v e

referred  to, he w ill find th a t  th ere  h a s been  con ­
tin u a l a d v a n cem e n t a ll round; an d  to  show  th a t  
th e re  is p ro gress y e t , h e  w ell be in v ite d  to  p er­
form  th e  cerem o n y of th e  b lessin g of th e  new  
Sch o o l C h ap el a t  B a tte rs e a , th e  w o rk s  of w h ich  
a re  bein g h a s tily  p ushed  fo rw ard  t o  brin g  them  
to  co m p letio n  in  tim e. H a v in g  been fo r m an y 
y e a rs  th e  S p ir itu a l D ire c to r  of th e  C o n grega­
tio n , he w ill be p a rtic u la r ly  p leased  th a t  so 
su ita b le  an  ad d itio n  has been m ad e to  th e  
S ch o o l B u ild in g s, as a  co m m em o ratio n  o f th e  
tw e n ty -fifth  y e a r , in co n n ection  w ith  w h ich  his 
v is it  is p a r t ly  m ade.

I t  is hoped, to o , th a t  a  g o o d ly  n u m b er o f th e  
p a s t stu d e n ts  w ill a tte n d  on th e  d a y  th e y  are  to  
m eet th e  S u p erio r G en eral. T h e  old  p u p ils  are 
n o w a d a y s  becom in g an  in cre a sin g ly  im p o rtan t 
asset, and  th e ir  fed era tio n  a b ro ad  h as a lrea d y  
assum ed th e  p ro p o rtio n s o f a  stro n g  p h a la n x  of 
ca p a b le  an d  p ro m in en t C a th o lic  su p p o rters, 
in  w h a te v e r  con cern s th e  in terests  or a d v a n ta ­
ges of th e  w o rk s  th a t  are  co n d u cted  u n d e r th e  
n am e of D o n  B osco.

*
* *

P assin g  to  sch o la stic  m a tte rs  in  p a rtic u la r , th e  
Sch oo l T erm  closes ju s t  before E a ste r . I t  
b rin gs to  a  con clusion  one of th e  b u siest term s, 
fo r it  has n o t th e  u n c e rta in ty  of th e  first term  
w ith  th e  s e ttlin g  dow n o f n ew  b o y s  to  th e ir  res­
p e c tiv e  p ositio n s, an d  th e  ta c k lin g  o f  un fam iliar 
w o rk , n or has i t  th e  te n d e n cy  to  e x c ite m e n t or 
a n x ie ty  w h ich  p ro sp ective  ex a m in a tio n s  brin g 
to  th e  final term .

T h e re  w ere b u t  few  b re a k s  in  th e  class-w ork; 
in  fa c t  th e y  w ere  lim ited  to  th e  h o lid a y s  fo r th e  
fe a st o f th e  P a tro n  S a in t o f th e  C o n gregatio n , 
S t. F ra n c is  o f  Sales, an d  S h ro v e  T u e sd a y , w h ich  
w as occu p ied  p a r t ly  w ith  sp o rts  an d  p a r t ly  w ith  
a  fo o tb a ll m a tch . A p a r t  fro m  th ose, school 
affa irs p u rsu ed  th e ir  e v e n  ten o r, a n d  closed  w ith  
th e  term in a l exa m in atio n . A t  th e  en d  of n ex t 
term , th e  O x fo rd  L o c a l E x a m in a tio n s  w ill be 
held  a t  th e  S ch o o l fo r th e  first tim e. T h e y  
w ill be co n d u cted  b y  an  e xa m in er a p p o in ted  b y  
th e  O x fo rd  D e le g a c y , w h ich  arran ges w ith  th e  
lo cal s ecreta ry  fo r th e  p ro p er su p ervisio n  o f ca n ­
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d id a tes, and  fo r th e  e x e cu tio n  of a ll th e  req u ire­
m en ts o f a  fo rm al e x a m in a tio n . H o w ev er 
th ese  are m a tte rs  w h ich  con cern  th e  T h ird  T erm .

4  4  4 *

S t.  F ran cis  of W e  h a v e  a lre a d y  ca lled  th e
S a l e s  and th e  a tte n tio n  o f R e ad e rs  to  th e
C o n feren ces . ,  ,  .  .  ,

p a rtic u la r  p la ce  occu p ied  b y  
th e  F e a s t  o f  S t. F ra n cis  o f  S a les  in  our ca len d ar 
of even ts . O u r ow n  ce leb ratio n  of i t  has been 
reco rd ed  in  a  p reced in g issue; b u t  as th o se  co m ­
m em o ratio n s are  b u t  a  p a r t  o f th e  tra d itio n a l so 
le m n ity  w h ich  th e  fe a s t  a ttr a c te d  to  itse lf  in  T u ­
rin, so th e y  are  re-en acted  in  hu n d red s o f sim ilar 
n st tu te s  and  C h u rch es w h ich  lo o k  to  th e  sam e 
fo u n ta in -h ea d  a s  th e  source of th e ir  tra d itio n s .

B u t  n ow h ere  has i t  so m u ch  im p o rta n ce  as  in 
th e  B a silica  o f O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s itself, 
w h ich  is th e  hom e and  origin  of th e  tra d itio n , 
a c tu a lly  th e  first o f D o n  B o sco ’s C h urch es. T h e  
secon d S u ccesso r o f th e  V en e ra b le  S e rv a n t o f 
G od, o u r p resen t S u p erio r G en eral, ce leb rated  
th e  M ass fo r th e  gen era l C om m union , a tte n d e d  
b y  h u n d red s o f C o m m u n ican ts  ; H is  L o rd sh ip  
th e  A u x ilia r y  B ish o p  to  H is  E m in en ce  C ardin al 
R ich e lm y  p o n tificate d  a t  th e  Solem n  M ass, 
w h ile  one o f th e  p a s t p u p ils , n ow  a h ig h ly  p laced  
C h urch  d ig n ita ry , d e livered  an e lo q u en t d iscourse 
on th e  P a tro n  S a in t o f th e  C o n gregatio n . T h e  
th e a tre  h a ll o f th e  O ra to ry  w as cro w d ed  in th e  
e ve n in g  w ith  frien d s an d  C o-op erators, w h ere  a 
p la y  w as g iv e n  b y  th e  boys.

T h e  Con feren ce, w h ich  is a lw a y s  g iv en  in 
co n n ection  w ith  th e  F e a s t, w a s  reserved  fo r a 
few  d a y s, an d  w as th e n  h eld  in  our C h u rch  of S t. 
Joh n  th e  E v a n g e lis t . I t  w a s  g iv en  b y  F r . P ia n i 
one o f th e  M issionaries from  S o u th  A m erica . 
H e  d e alt first w ith  th e  a p o sto late  o f D o n  B o sco  
in gen era l, his effo rts  to  cope w ith  th e  fu n d a ­
m en ta l re lig io u s needs of so c ie ty , w h eth e r c iv i­
lised  o r u n civilised , an d  th en  d e a lt  w ith  th e  
m issio n a ry  w o rk  w h ich  depend s so la rg e ly  on 
th e  co -o p eratio n  o f  b en efacto rs. T h e  V e r y  
R e v . D o n  A lb e ra  g a v e  th e  B e n e d ictio n  o f th e  
B lessed  S acram en t.

T h is  p ro ced u re  w as fo llo w ed  in  hu n d red s of 
o th er cen tres a ttr a c tin g  large  g a th e rin g s  o f Co- 
o p erato rs, p a rtic u la r ly  w here th e ir  L o rd sh ip s  th e  
B ish o p s of th e  v a r io u s  D io ceses w ere p resen t. 
A t  R o m e th e  g re a t tem p le  d e d icate d  to  th e  S a ­
cred  H e a rt w as filled  to  o verflo w in g , th e re  bein g 
sev era l C a rd in a ls  p resen t. T h e  V e r y  R e v . 
M gr. L a  F o n ta in e , S e c re ta r y  to  th e  S a cre d  C o n ­
g reg atio n  of R ites, g a v e  th e  p a n e g y ric  o f S t. 
F ra n cis  o f  Sales.

T h e  C on feren ce to  th e  C o -o p erato rs w a s  g iv en  
b y  th e  p arish  p riest o f  th e  C h urch  o f Santa M a ­
ria Liberatrice. H e  d e a lt  w ith  th e  A sso cia tio n

o f C o-op erators, and  th e ir  re latio n s w ith  th e  Sa- 
lesian  S o c ie ty . “ W h a t ,”  he a sk ed , “ do  th e  Co- 
o p erato rs  g iv e  to  th e  S a lesia n s? ”  —  In  th e  first 
p lace  th e y  are th e  n ou rish in g w a ters  w h ich  m a k e  
th e  oasis flourish . T h e y  g iv e  spiritua l aid  b y  
th e ir  p ra y e rs , as M oses p ra y e d  fo r th e  p eo p le  in 
b a tt le  011 th e  p lain s, a n d  as th e  F a ith fu l a t  C o ­
rin th  p ra y e d  fo r S t. P a u l. T h e y  are a  source of 
comfort and consolation b y  th e ir  go o d  C a th o lic  
lives. In  th e  m id st o f th e  p ag an ism  w h ich  su r­
rounds us, e v e n - one w hose life  is co n secrated  
to  G od is refreshed  b y  th e  sig h t o f th e  go o d  w h o  
lead p ra ctica l C a th o lic  lives; and  th e  C o-opera- 
to rs  a b o v e  a ll s tr iv e  to  be e x a c t  in a ll th a t  co n ­
cerns th e ir  d u tie s  as  C ath o lics. T h e y  g iv e  moral 
support. T h e  w ork  o f th e  S a lesia n s is fre q u e n tly  
sin gled  o u t fo r a tta c k  b y  th e  enem ies o f R e li­
gion; th a t  is  n ot to  be w on dered a t; b u t besides 
th e  k n o w led ge  of th e  p ro tectio n  o f  D iv in e  P ro ­
v id en ce, it is also  a  g re a t co m fo rt to  b e  ab le  to  
c o u n t upon  th e  su p p o rt o f a  chosen  b o d y  o f Co- 
o p erato rs, w hose p ro tectio n  has a lrea d y  p ro v ­
ed in v a lu a b le  on m a n y  occasion s. L a s t ly  
th e y  g iv e  material aid. T h e  F re n ch  p ro verb  : 
l'argent fait tout, is p ag an , a lm ost b ru ta l in idea; 
b u t it co n ta in s  a  good deal o f tru th : w ith o u t 
m o n ey v e r y  few  th in g s  can  be accom plished  
B y  th e ir  assistan ce  in  th is  d irectio n , th e  S a - 
lesian C o -o p erato rs h a v e  b ro u g h t m a n y  an 
u n d e rtak in g  to  rea lizatio n ; th e  V en era b le  D on 
B osco  in  his farew ell le tters  to  th em , sp ea k s of 
th e ir  g e n e ro s ity  in  th e  h ig h est term s.

W h a t  th en  do  th e  S a lesia n s g iv e  th e ir  C o -o p e­
rato rs in retu rn ? T h e y  g iv e  th em  first th e  op­
portunity of m erit for eternity. T h e  one w h o is 
a c tu a te d  b y  F a ith , th is  is o f sup rem e im p o r­
tan ce; m a n y  w ill u n d o u b ted ly  re ce ive  a  g rea t 
rew ard in  H e a v en , fo r w h ich  th e y  w ill th a n k  
th e ir  a id  in  th e  w orks o f  D on  B o sco , an aid w h ich  
h a s been  so u g h t p erh a p s w ith  som e un w elcom e 
insistence! T h e  p rom ise o f J esu s C h rist ca n ­
n o t b e  ign o red , t h a t  H e  w ill rew ard  a  h u n d red ­
fo ld  w h a t  is don e fo r H is  sa k e  e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  
yo u n g. T h e  V en . D o n  B o sco  h as m a n y  a  tim e  
sh o w n  b y  a c tu a l fa c ts  th a t  th is  is th e  case; 
th a t  tem p o ra l as  w ell as sp iritu a l blessings fo l­
lo w  th o se  w h o  are gen erou s to  th e  w orks o f th e  
A sso ciation .

T h e  S a lesia n s g iv e  to  th e  C o -o p erato rs also  
th e  b en efits  o f th e ir  p ra y ers  an d  go o d  w orks. 
A t  e v e ry  h o u r of th e  d a y , th e  H o ly  S a crifice  fro m  
th e  h a n d s o f th e  p riests, a n d  th e  p ra y e rs  o f  th o u ­
san ds, a re  offered in  in tercession  for th e  Co-oper- 
ato rs liv in g  an d  dead.

L a s t ly  th e y  d e v o te  th e ir  w hole life  to  th e  fu l­
film en t of th e  id eals  o f th e  A sso ciation ; th ere  is 
no o ccasio n  to  p ro cla im  a n y  eu lo giu m  o f th e ir  
w ork; th e y  a re  gu id ed  o n ly  b y  th e  desire  t o
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sp read  th e  k in g d o m  of Jesu s C h rist, a n d  H e  is 
th e  ju d g e  of th e ir  successes a n d  of th e ir  failu res. 
H o w e v e r , one and  all a re  en co u rag ed  b y  th e  
co n sid eratio n  of th e  go o d  th a t  is acco m p lish ed  
an d  a re  th e re b y  sp u rred  on  to  fu rth e r e ffo rt....

4 - ^ 4 -

T h e  F e d eration  o f 'fh e  In te rn a tio n a l F ed era -
P a s t  P u p ils .  ^ o n  o£ p ast_pUp iis w h ic li w as 

ca lled  in to  b ein g  b y  th e  C on gress o f la s t  S e p te m ­
ber h a s  n ow  been  d efin ite ly  esta b lish ed  b y  th e  
a p p o in tm e n t of an  e x e c u tiv e  b o d y , com posed 
of v e r y  d istin g u ish ed  m em bers of th e  fed eratio n . 
In  th e ir  first re p o rt i t  is s ta te d  th a t  th e  F e d e r­
a tio n  in clu d es e ig h ty -n in e  a ffilia ted  section s, 
a ll o f  w h ich  a re  u rge d  to  ta k e  an  a c tiv e  in terest 
in  p ro m o tin g  th e  o b je c ts  o f th e  F ed era tio n , b o th  
ge n era l and  p a rtic u la r , th e  la tte r  o f w h ich  con ­
sists  a t  p resen t' in  th e  re a liza tio n  of th e  p ro p o ­
sal to  erect a  m o n u m en t to  th e  V en . D o n  B o sco  
in  th e  p ia z z a  in  fro n t o f  th e  B a silica  o f  O u r 
L a d y  H e lp  o f C h ristian s. T h is  is  to  b e  a  p er­
m a n e n t in te rn a tio n a l tr ib u te  011 th e  o ccasion  of 
th e  ce n te n a ry  o f th e  b irth  o f D o n  B o sco , w h ich  
w ill o ccu r On A u g u s t  16 th  19 15 . B y  th e  co m ­
bin ed  efforts o f so m a n y  o rg an iza tio n s, i t  is 
h o p ed  th a t  th e  m o n u m en t w ill b e  w o r th y  o f  its 
V en e ra b le  a n d  d istin g u ish ed  su b ject.

T h e  C o -o p erato rs w ill  a lso  tb e  in v ite d  to  p a r­
t ic ip a te  in  th is  in te rn a tio n a l hom age; b u t  th e  
P resid e n t of th e  F e d e ra tio n  addresses h im self 
firs tly  t o  th e  old  p u p ils. “ W e  do  n o t th in k  it 
n ece ssa ry ” , he  sa y s , “ to  en la rge  upon  th e  h isto ­
rical im p o rta n ce  a n d  h igh  m o ral sign ifican ce  of 
th is  p ro p o sed  m o n u m en t. W h ile  th e  w hole  
w o rld  is  in a d m ira tio n  of th e  V e n . D o n  B o sco  it 
w o u ld  be im p o ssib le  for us, w h o  h a v e  co m e under 
h is  c lo sest influ en ce, to  b e  secon d to  a n y o n e  in 
th is  u n iv e rsa l te stim o n y . T h e  w on d erfu l w a v e  
of e n th u sia sm  th a t  sw e p t o v e r  th e  a sse m b ly  of 
a  th o u sa n d  d e lega tes  a t  th e  C on gress o f la s t  S e p ­
te m b e r is su fficien t gu aran tee  of a c tiv e  z ea l in 
th e  a ch iev em en t of th a t  im p o rta n t p rop osal.

4 * 4 “ 4 *

Ne ced e m a ils .  In  a  p re v io u s  issue  w e g a v e  
an extenso a cco u n t o f th e  p art 

o f  th e  C a rd in a l’s  v is it  to  M a lta  w ith  w h ich  th e  
S a lesia n s w ere  con cerned. T h e re  w ere  n a tu ra lly  
m a n y  item s w h ich  did n o t find a  p lace  in a ge­
neral d escrip tio n , b u t  th e y  h a v e  been reco rd ­
ed in  th e  h e a rts  an d  m in d s o f  h u n d red s o f lo yal 
C a th o lics  in th a t  p a r t  o f w h a t  is in  som e m easure 
th e  A rch b ish o p ’s sphere o f actio n .

H is  E m in en ce  show ed p a rtic u la r  in terest in 
th e  w o rk  of th e  S u n d a y  O ra to ries, an d  he  w as 
gra tified  to  find e sta b lish ed  a m o n g th e  b o y s  the 
B r ig a d e  of w h ich  he  is an a c tiv e  p ro m o ter and

th e  C h ief P a tro n . A s  a b u lw a r k  of th e  E m p ire , 
th e  M a lta  B r ig a d e  soon o b ta in ed  a ffilia tio n  w ith  
th e  L o n d o n  F e d e ra tio n , and  th u s  w ith  all th e  
sectio n s in  e v e ry  E n g lish  sp ea k in g  co u n try ; 
m o reo ver H is  G ra ce  A rch b ish o p  P a c e  is one of 
th e  h o n o ra ry  V ice -P resid en ts .

H is  E m in e n c e 'C a rd in a l B o u rn e w a s  stru ck  
w ith  th e  e ffic ien cy  an d  n u m b ers o f th e  B rig ad e, 
a n d  in  ré p ly  to  an  address, a fte r  th e  p resen ta tio n  
o f  th e  com p an ies, he exp ressed  h is p lea su re  in 
e lo q u en t term s. H e  to ld  th em  to  b ear a lo ft 
th e ir  b an n er w ith  th e  m o tto  o f th e  B rig ad e: N e  
cede m a lis:  t h a t  b ein g  h is ow n  m o tto , an d  be­
sto w ed  b y  h im  011 th e  B rig a d e  to  in sp ire  th e m  in 
th e  co m b a t a g a in st th e  enem ies of th e  F a ith . 
H e  u rged  b o th  in stru cto rs  a n d  b o y s  to  m a in ­
ta in  i t  th ro u g h o u t th e ir  liv e s , to  w h ich  end he 
in v o k e d  th e  b lessin g  of G o d  ort th e ir  en d eavo u rs. ’ 
H is  E m in en ce  th e n  in sp e cte d  th e  b a tta lio n s  and 
w h en  he  le ft  fo r th e  C a th e d ra l to  assist a t  th e  
so lem n  T e D eu m  th e  B r ig a d e  a c te d  as a gu ard  
o f  honour.

T h e  sam e e v e n in g  th e  C a rd in a l assisted  a t  th e  
g ran d  recep tio n  a t  th e  H a ll belo n gin g to  the 
fine S a lesia n  In s t itu te  for y o u n g  m en , w here 
he  a ga in  sp o k e  on th e  g re a t resu lts to  b e  o b­
ta in ed  b y  co m b in ed  in te re st in  th e  in te llectu a l 
and  m oral w e lfa re  of th e  y o u n g , a n d  h eld  u p  the 
ex a m p le  and id e a ls  o f th e  V en . D o n  B o sco  as an 
in sp iratio n  fo r o u r p resen t age. T h e  b an d  of th e  
Seco n d  B a tta lio n  of th e  D evo n sh ire s  w a s  in  a t ­
ten d an ce . D o u b tle ss  th e  e n co u rag in g  w ords 
of th e  em in en t C a rd in a l w ill do m u ch  to  u n ite  
a ll classes in  M a lta  to  m a in ta in  th ese  go o d  w orks 
in  an  e v e r  in cre asin g  p ro sp erity .

4 * 4> 4>

M a y  C eleb ratio ns.  O n th e  2 4 th  of th is  m o n th  it 
is cu sto m a ry  fo r u s to  begin  

th e  m o n th  d e d icate d  to  O u r B leseed  L a d y , so 
th a t  i t  is b ro u g h t to  a  close w ith  th e  g ran d  c e ­
leb ratio n s  o f th e  F e a s t  o f O u r L a d y  H e lp  of 
C h ristian s 011 M a y  24th . I t  is n ow  n e a rly  ten  
y e a rs  since th e  g re a t sp ecta c le  w as w itn essed , 
w hen  th e  figu re  of th e  Q u een  o f H e a v en  in  th e  
p ictu re  o ve r th e  H ig h  A lta r  o f th e  S a n c tu a ry  
w a s  crow n ed  b y  co m m an d  o f th e  la te  H o ly  F a ­
th er. T h e  p ictu re  m a y  in d eed  b e  regard ed  as 
a m iracu lo u s one, for befo re  i t  co u n tless  su p ­
p lia n ts  h a v e  p ra y ed , a n d  o b ta in ed  th e ir  p e t i­
tio n s  in  a  re m a rk a b le  m an n er. N o  d o cu m en t 
co u ld  be m ore co n vin cin g  a n d  a u th e n tic  th a n  
th e  P o n tifica l b rie f issued on th a t  occasion . In 
it  th e  la te  S u p rem e P o n tiff, L e o  X I I I ,  says: 

A m o n g a ll th e  C h urch es w h ich , th ro u g h  his 
u n tir in g  zea l, J oh n  B o sco  o f ve n era ted  m em ory 
has raised  up  to  th e  g r e a te r  g lo r y  of G od, th a t  
o f O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s a t  T u r in , on
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a cco u n t o f  its  v a s t  p ro p o rtio n s a n d  th e  d e v o ­
tio n  of its  w orsh ip pers, m u st b e  con sidered  th e  
m o st ce leb rated .

In  fa c t, as  soon as i t  w as op en ed  fo r p u b lic  
w orsh ip , and  th a t  im a ge  o f  th e  B lessed  V irg in  
w a s  exp o sed  to  th e  d e v o tio n  o f th e  fa ith fu l, d is­
p la y in g  th e  M o th e r of G o d  w ith  her D iv in e  C hild , 
th e  ch u rch  im m e d ia te ly  b ecam e m o st ce leb rated  
a n d  w as ev e ry w h ere  held  in ve n era tio n . A  so d a ­
l i t y  in  h o n o u r o f O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s 
w as erected , and th is  w as raised  to  th e  d ig n ity  
o f an A rc h c o n fra te rn ity  and  en rich ed  w ith  m a n y  
p riv ile g e s  an d  in d u lgen ces b y  th e  H o ly  See.

T h e  d e v o tio n  u n d er th is  t it le  o f O u r L a d y  
H e lp  o f C h ristian s th e n  p assed th e  confines of 
I t a ly  and  E u ro p e , an d  to  d a y , b y  th e  sp ecial 
d esign s o f D iv in e  P ro vid e n ce , i t  is  w o n d erfu lly  
sp read  a m o n g st a lm o st a ll n atio n s o f th e  C h ri­
stia n  w orld . T h e  sign al an d  co u n tless  fav o u rs  
g ra n te d  b y  O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s  are  so­
lem n ly  d eclared  b o th  b y  th e  v o t iv e  offerings, 
a n d  th e  n u m berless p ilgrim a ges to  th e  S a n c tu a ry

W e, w h o  h a v e  n o th in g  m ore a t  h eart, an d  to  
w h o m  n o th in g  is m ore con solin g, th a n  to  see 
d e v o tio n  to  th e  A u g u st  M o th er o f  G o d  spread 
a m o n g th e  C h ristian  p eo p les, h a v e  v e r y  w illin g ly  
co m p lied  w ith  th e  req u est o f O u r B e lo v e d  Son , 
M ich a el R u a , S u p erio r G en eral o f th e  Sa lesian  
vSociety, t h a t  W e  sh o u ld  crow n  th e  ve n erated  
im age, as  a  p a r t  of th e  p u b lic  ce leb ratio n s  fo r th e  
tw e n ty -fifth  y e a r  of O u r P o n tificate .

F o r  th is  o b je c t  W e  h e re b y  ch a rg e  y o u , O u r 
B e lo v e d  S o n , C ard in al R ic h e lm y  A rch b ish o p  of 
T u r in , t o  p erfo rm  th e  ce re m o n y  of th e  co ro n a­
tio n  o f  th e  Im a g e  o f M a ry  H e lp  o f C h ritsian s, in 
th e  a b o v e  n am ed  C h u rch , in y o u r c ity  o f T u rin , on 
th e  d a y  to  b e  assigned  b y  y o u , w ith  so lem n  rite 
an d  in  O u r N a m e  and  b y  O u r A u th o r ity , obser­
v in g  th o se  ru les w h ich  b ecom e th e  d ig n ity  of th e  
co ro n atio n  o f O u r L a d y  an d  th e  D iv in e  Child .

M o reo ver, in  order th a t  th is  s o le m n ity  m a y  
tu rn  to  th e  g re a te r  s p ir itu a l a d v a n ta g e  of th e  
F a ith fu l, to  a ll o f b o th  sex es w h o , b e in g  tr u ly  
re p en ta n t, sh a ll con fess a n d  co m m u n ica te  on 
th e  d a y  o f th e  C oron atio n  an d  sh a ll re ce ive  th e  
B e n e d ictio n  w h ich  y o u  sh a ll im p a rt in  O u r N a m e 
a n d  b y  O u r A u th o r ity , W e  g ra n t th ro u g h  th e  
m ercy  o f G o d  a P le n a ry  In d u lgen ce , a p p lica b le  
a lso  to  th e  S o u ls in  P u rg a to ry . M o reo ver W e  
g r a n t th is  fo r th e  tim e  to  com e on th e  A n n iv e r­
s a ry  d a y  of th is  C o ron a tio n  b etw een  th e  F irs t  
V esp ers and  su n set o f th e  fo llo w in g  d a y . T h e  
fa ith fu l w h o  are desirous o f  g a in in g  th e  a b o v e  
sh all v is it  th e  C h urch  an d  p ra y  fo r th e  con cord 
o f  C h ristian  P rin ces, fo r th e  e x tirp a tio n  of h e ­
resies, fo r th e  co n versio n  o f sinn ers an d  fo r th e  
e x a lta tio n  o f  O u r H o ly  M o th er th e  C h urch .

G iven  a t  R o m e, a t  S t. P e te r ’s, u n d e r th e  rin g

o f th e  F ish erm a n  on F e b r u a ry  13 th  1903, in  th e  
2 5 th  y e a r  o f O u r P o n tific a te .

L e o  X I I I .  P ope.

In  ord er to  ca rry  o u t th e  a b o v e  in stru ctio n s 
o f th e  S o v ere ig n  P o n tiff, th e  T h ird  C on gress of 
Sa lesian  C o -o p erato rs  w as held  a t  T u rin , a n d  on 
its  co n clu d in g  d a y  th e  cerem o n y w as p efo rm ed  
b y  H is  E m in en ce  C a rd in a l R ich e lm y , am id  a 
scen e o f d e v o tio n a l e n th u sia sm  th a t  h a s n ever 
been su rp assed . T h e  m em o ry  o f th o se  scen es 
s till lin g ers a b o u t th e  2 4 th  o f M a y , an d  as it  
com es rou n d y e a r  a fte r  y e a r, it finds a t  th e  C h u rch  
o f M a ry  H e lp  of C h ristian s, n o w  raised  t o  th e  
d ig n ity  o f a  B a silica , a  fen- en t and  g ra te fu l cro w d  
a w a itin g  th e  b lessin g o f th e  M o th e r o f G od.

-lie
A t  th e  p o rt  of V a lp a ra is o  in  C h ili th e  Sa le- 

sian s h a v e  lo n g h a d  a  flourish in g O ra to ry  for 
th e  in stru ctio n  of th e  ch ildren  in  th e ir  R e li­
gion . T h e  m ix ed  n atu re  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  
m akes i t  a ll th e  m ore im p e ra tiv e  th a t  th e  re li­
gio u s te a ch in g  o f th e  y o u n g  sh o u ld  re ce ive  sp e ­
c ia l care; and  th e  O ra to r y  p ro v id es  fo r th e  b o ys 
a n d  y o u n g  m en, n o t o n ly  p ro tectio n  a ga in st th e  
m a te ria liz in g  ten d en cies o f n ew  to w n s of rap id  
p ro sp erity , b u t all th e  m odern d em an d s of p h y ­
sica l fitness. I t  h as a  te a m  o f re gu lar fo o t-b a ll 
p la y e rs , an d  so un co m m o n  w ou ld  th is  seem  in 
th e  d is tr ic t  th a t  th e  p la y e rs  a re  kn o w n  as th e  
sportsm en. D o u b tle ss  th e  a ttra ctio n s  of th e  gam es 
are a m ean s o f  d ra w in g  th e  b o y s  to  th e  O ra ­
to ry , d u rin g  th e  tim e  w hen  th e}' m o st need to  
be k e p t from  th e  a llu rem en ts of th e  streets.

T h e  w ord s o f  th e  V e r y  R e v . D o n  A lb e ra  in h is 
J a n u a ry  le tte r  to  th e  C o -o p erato rs h a v e  p ro ve d  
a  usefu l stim u lu s  to  th e  p eop le  o f  F lo ren ce, 
w here th e  b u ild in g  of th e  new  C h u rch  or T e m ­
p le  in  h o n o u r o f th e  H o ly  F a m ily  is still g o in g  
on, th o u g h  it  ca n n o t b e  said  to  m a k e  rap id  p ro ­
gress. T h e  d is tr ic t  in w h ich  it  is b u ilt  is in  
need of sp ir itu a l assistan ce, on  a cco u n t o f th e  d e ­
ve lo p m en t o f  m odern  in d u stria l co n d itio n s, an d  to  
t h a t  end th e  A rch b ish o p  h a s m a d e  a  n ew  p arish , 
w h ich  w ill h a v e  th e  C h urch  o f th e  H o ly  F a m ily  
as  its  cen tre . T h e  o u tco m e of th e  con feren ce  
fo r th e  F e a s t  o f  S t. F ra n cis  o f S a les  h a s  been to  
re v iv e  th e  zea l o f th e  p ro m o tin g  C o m m ittee , 
w h ich  is n ow  arra n gin g  a  gran d  d isp la y  o f  th e  
c i t y ’s  a r t is tic  p ro d u ctio n s  in one of th e  old  pa- 
lazzos. T h e  la te  C a rd in a l S v a m p a , w h o w as one 
o f th e  m o st a c tiv e  p ro m o ters o f th e  F irs t  S a le ­
sian  Congress, la id  th e  fo u n d atio n  ston e o f th is  
ed ifice  in  1903, a n d  its  v a s t  p ro p o rtio n s a re  res­
p o n sib le  fo r th e  slo w  ra te  a t  w h ich  it  is p ro ­
ceedin g. T h e  new  m o ve m e n t h o w ev er w ill brin g  
i t  befo re  th e  m in ds o f th e  w h o le  p o p u la tio n  o f
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F lo ren ce , and  th e  C o m m ittee  m ean to  a llo w  no 
flaggin g u n til th e  o p en in g cerem o n y.

*
In  co n n ection  w ith  th e  d e d ica tio n  t it le  o f  th e  

H o ly  F a m ily , w hose p ro tectio n  th e  V e r y  R e v . 
D o n  R u a  desired  to  g a in  fo r th e  new  p arish  an d  
w o rk , th e re  h as ju s t  been  d e live red  in  th e  In s­
t itu te  o f  th e  S a cred  H e a rt in  R o m e  th e  an n ual 
series o f C on feren ces fo r m en  —  h a v in g  for th e ir  
s u b je c t  The F a m ily . E m in e n t sp ea k ers d e a lt 
w ith  th e  m odern  co n d itio n s a ffe ctin g  th e  fa ­
m ily , o f th e  d a n g ers w h ich  te n d  to  d isu n io n  and

M a rch  14 th  1887 b y  th e  la te  So vere ign  P o n ­
tiff  L e o  X I I I .  S in ce  th e  d e a th  of H is  E m in en ce  
C a rd in a l P a ro cch i, th e  S a lesia n  C o n gregatio n  
h a s h ad  C a rd in a l R a m p o lla  for its  P ro te cto r, and 
he h a s e v e r  d isp la y ed  a  p a te rn a l in te re st in  its  
w elfare , and  is  am o n g th e  m o st a c tiv e  p ro m o ­
ters  o f  th e  C au se  o f th e  B e a tifica tio n  o f th e  V en . 
D o n  B osco.

*

T h e  ch ie f co m m e m o ra tiv e  g a th e rin g  for th e  
tw e n ty  fo u rth  a n n iv e rsa ry  of D o n  B o sco ’s  d eath  
w a s  h eld  a t V a lsa lice , T u r in , n ear th e  C h urch

F L O R E N C E  —  S a n c t u a r y  o f th e  H o ly  F a m ily  ( P r e s e n t  s ta te  o f  th e  w o rk s).

loss o f F a ith  a n d  C h ristian  p ra ctice , and  to  rob 
i t  o f all sem b la n ce  to  its  m odel, th e  H o ly  F a ­
m ily . T h e  C on feren ces w ere  a tte n d e d  b y  large  
g a th e rin g s  of m en, a  fa c t  w h ich  th e  Osservatore 
Rom ano  regard s as su fficien t g u a ra n tee  fo r th e  
e m in en t q u a lificatio n s o f  th e  o rato rs, and  for 
th e  go o d  resu lts  am o n g m a n y  C a th o lic  fam ilies.

*
T h e  co n g ra tu la tio n s  o f th e  w h o le  S o c ie ty  w ere 

o ffered  to  I l i s  E m in en ce  C a rd in a l R a m p o lla  of 
th e  tit le  o f S t. C ecilia , A rch p rie st o f th e  P a tr ia r­
ch a l V a tic a n  B a silica , and P ro te cto r  o f  th e  C o n ­
g reg a tio n  of S t. F ra n cis  o f Sales, on his a tta in in g  
th e  tw e n ty  fifth  y e a r  o f  h is C a rd in a late . H e 
w as raised  to  th e  P u q rie  a t  th e  C o n cisto ry  of

w h ich  co n ta in s h is to m b . A t  th e  m o rn in g cere­
m o n y, H is E m in en ce  th e  C a rd ir a l A rch b ish o p  
g a v e  th e ir  F irs t  H o ly  C om m u n ion  to  a  gro u p  of 
b o y s  from  th e  O ra to r y  a tta ch e d  to  th e  S a le s 'a  1 
In stitu te . H e  first o f a ll addressed  th e  w l o e 
a ssem b ly  on  th e  su b je c t o f th e  co m m em o ratio n  
m ad e th a t  d a y , a d d in g  som e of his person al e x ­
p erien ces w ith  th e  V en e ra b le  S e rv a n t o f G od, 

L a te r  in th e  d a y  O u r S u p erio r G en eral p resid ­
ed a t  a  m e etin g  o f C o -o p erato rs w h o w ere  a d ­
dressed  b y  th e  w ell-kn o w n  O ra to r and  b a rrister 
V in cen zo  B a tt ìi. H is  b rillia n t d iscourse  d ealt 
w ith  D o n  B o sco ’s ch ie f c la im  to  a  p la ce  am ong 
th e  grea t, th a t  o f an e d u ca to r, w ith  .v fine sense 
o f  w h a t  his tim e s  dem an ded.
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The Work of Don Bosco in Patagonia.
(.Letter jrom  F r . D o m in ic M ilanesio).

Buenos A yres, C o lle g e  o f  P iu s IX .

V ery Reverend D on Albera,

i response to  y o u r  w ishes I sh all en ­
d e a v o u r  to  s a tis fy  th e  p io u s cu rio sity  
o f o u r C on freres and  C o-op erators 

rega rd in g  th e  first o f o u r M issions, P a ta g o n ia  : 
o th erw ise  it  is to  be fea re d  th a t  th ro u gh  la c t  
o f n ew s th e  desire to  com e to  o u r help  m a y  
s lack en  a m o n g st o u r y o u n g e r m em bers.

T h o se  w h o  w ere so h a p p y  as to  sp en d m a n y  
y e a rs  n ear o u r V en . D o n  B o sco  h a v e  o ften  heard 
h im  co n v e rsin g  p le a s a n tly  a b o u t P a ta g o n ia . 
P a ta g o n ia  one m ig h t s a y  w as h is d ream , he 
sp oke of it  fre q u e n tly  an d  w ith  in terest, d e scrib ­
in g it  to  us in  a  w a y  v e r y  d ifferen t fro m  th a t  
of th e  n a tu ra lis t  C h arles D a rw in , w h o  p ro n o u n c­
ed it  to  b e  a  b arren  c o u n try  an d  a lm o st u n in h a ­
b ita b le . B u t  th e  V en . D o n  B o sco  described  
it to  us as  a v a s t  region  of g re a t p rom ise. A nd  
tr u ly  he  w a s  n o t m istak en , s ince a  scien tific  
exp ed itio n , w h ich  ca m e here from  G erm an y  
som e y e a rs  ago , a fte r  a  ca refu l exa m in atio n , 
d eclared  th a t  P a ta g o n ia  is th e  c o u n try  o f  th e  
fu tu re. I n  p ro o f o f th is  sta te m e n t w e see th e  
c a tt le  a n d  g ra in  p ro d u ced  in its  territo ries, th e  
n um erous e m igra n ts  p a y in g  fab u lo u s  prices 
for th e  la n d  o f R io  N e g ro  in  th e  n eigh bourh ood  
o f F o rtin  Roca, in  its  tw o  ra ilw a y s  an d  in  th e  
th ree  o th ers in  course of co n stru ctio n .

B u t  th ese  rem a rk s th o u g h  go o d  and  useful 
h a v e  d iv e rte d  m e from  m y  th em e. T h e  Sales- 
ia n s  to o k  possession of P a ta g o n ia  as M issionaries 
in th e  }^ear 1879; a n d  th e y  did  so n o t fo r th e  
co n q u est o f u n k n o w n  co u n tries, b u t  in  order 
to  ga in  souls to  G od. A m o n g st th e  first M gr. 
F a g n a n o  w e n t d o w n  th e re  and  open ed th e  first 
house in  P a ta g o n e s  an d  la te r  a n o th er a t  V ied m a, 
tw o  v illa g e s  on  th e  b a n k s o f th e  R io  N egro , 

« o p p o site  each  other, o n e  on  th e  le ft  b a n k  and 
th e  o th er on th e  rig h t b a n k  o f th e  riv er. A n d  
th ro u gh  h ow  m a n y  v ic iss itu d e s  and  tria ls  had 
n o t th e  So n s o f D o n  B o sco  to  pass! N o r could

it  h a v e  been o th erw ise , for th e  d e v il fo u g h t 
th em  ste p  b y  step , u n w illin g  to  y ie ld  up to  G od 
th e  d o m in ion  of a  co u n try  o ve r w h ich  he  had 
h ith e rto  ty ra n n ize d . L a te r , u n d er th e  d irection  
an d  b y  th e  effo rts  o f M gr. C agliero , o th er houses 
w ere  s u cce ssiv e ly  estab lish ed  on  th e  b a n k s of 
th e  R io  N e gro , o f th e  R io  C o lo rad o , in  C h u b u t 
and  on  th e  slopes o f  th e  C ordilleras; w h ilst M gr. 
F a g n a n o , acco m p a n ied  b y  zea lo u s M ission aries 
an d  B ro th e rs  raised  th e  S ta n d a rd  o f th e  Cross 
in  T ierra  del F u e g o , w h ere  h e  fo u n d ed  va rio u s  
e sta b lish m en ts  fo r th e  p u rp o se  of c iv iliz in g  th e  
in h a b ita n ts . T h e  D a u g h te rs  o f  M a ry  H elp  of 
C h ristian s a lso , im b u ed  w ith  th e  sp ir it  o f lo ve  
and  self-sacrifice  o f  o u r com m on  F a th e r  D on  
B o sco , fo llo w ed  in th e  tra c k  o f  th e  Sa lesian s 
and  th u s  in  th e  sp a ce  of th ir ty  y e a rs  th ere  arose, 
as it  w ere  b y  m agic, t h ir t y  houses of th e  S a le s ­
ians a n d  sev en teen  o f th e  S isters; in all these 
fo rty -se v e n  hom es o f  fa ith , o f c h a r ity , o f  c iv i­
liza tio n  a n d  o f ed u ca tio n  lite ra ry , p rofessional 
or a g ricu ltu ra l tra in in g  is g iv e n  to  1 h o u san d s of 
boys; besides th e  w ork  o f a h o sp ita l, w ith  
d o cto rs  and  all n ecessary  supplies; w h ilst th e  
w o rk  of th e  D a u g h te rs  of M a ry  H e lp  o f C h rist­
ians,_ in stru ctin g  th o u sa n d s of g ir ls  in  e le m e n ta ry  
kn o w led ge, in  d o m estic  w ork  a n d  in  C h ristian  
p ie ty  co n tr ib u tes  effica cio u sly  to  th e  difiusion  
in fam ilies  o f th e  lig h t o f C h ristian  d o ctrin e, 
to g e th e r  w ith  a  refin in g  in fluen ce o v e r  th e  yo u n g.

N o r is th e  good don e re stricted  to  th e  im m e­
d ia te  su rro u n d in g of th e ir  v a r io u s  residences.

T h e re  is a n o th er w o rk , o f g rea t m erit, w hich 
ca lls  fo r th e  help  o f fe rv e n t m issionaries, th a t 
o f g iv in g  m issions th ro u gh  th e  im m ense te r ­
rito ry ; w h ere  it  is n ecessary  th a t  th e  m issio n ary  
should  k n o w  a n d  sp ea k  th e  A ra u ca n ia n  la n ­
gu ag e, to  m a k e  h im self u n derstood  b y  th e  n a tiv e s  
an d  e sp e cia lly  b y  th e  w om en  an d  ch ild ren , w h o 
k n o w  sca rce ly  a n y th in g  of Span ish.

H o w  m u ch  good is don e b y  M issions in th e  
c o u n try  p laces, w h ere  it  is m ore e a sy  to  d ra w  
souls to  th e  fré q u en tatio n  o f th e  H o ly  S a c ra ­
m ents, th a n  in th e  villa ges! In  th e  co u n try  th e  
good a n d  sim p le  p eop le  a re  e a s ily  ga th e re d  
to geth er; and  e ven  th e  m ost careless, w h o , in 
a  v illa g e , th ro u g h  hu m an  respect w ou ld  n ot 
g o  to  confession, y e t  u n d er th e  lo w ly  ro o f o f a
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h u t, w h en ce  h e a rtfe lt  p ra y e rs  arise, and  th e  
la w  of G o d  is k e p t  w ith  s im p lic ity  an d  eva n g elica l 
lib e r ty , th e y  m a k e  also  a  good con fession  and  
w illin g ly  ap p ro a ch  to  re ce iv e  th e  B re a d  of 
A n g els . H u n d red s of tim es h a v e  I presided 
a t  th ese  to u ch in g  scenes an d  I m a y  a d d  th a t 
for a  M issio n a ry  th e re  is no g rea ter co m fo rt in  
th is  w orld  th a n  t o  behold  a  gro u p  of m en  w h ite  
h aired  an d  w rin k led  u n itin g  th em selves w ith  
a  b e lie v in g  p eo p le  a n d  sh arin g  in  th e  h ap pin ess 
th e y  exp erien ce  d rin k in g  in  th e  stream s o f 
fa ith  and  C h ristian  p ie ty !...

V e r y  R eve re n d  F a th e r , v a s t  is th e  field in 
w h ich  so m a n y  o f y o u r  sons a re  la b o u rin g  in 
th ese  d is ta n t lands! M a y  y o u r  b lessin g  u p h o ld  
th em  in m u ltip ly in g  w o rk s  o f zea l and  c h a rity  
fo r th e  sa lv a tio n  o f souls.

B e  p leased  t o  sen d also  a  sp ecia l b lessin g  to  
y o u r  h u m b le  a n d  a ffe ctio n a te  Son

D o m i n i c  M i l a n e s i o .

FLOWERS AND FRUITS.
. (F rom  our M ission aries' Notes).

~s. here a re  here p u b lish ed  va rio u s  epi- 
sodes in terestin g  and  a ffectin g , and 
all e d ify in g , w ith  th e  o b je c t o f g iv in g  

o u r C o -o p erato rs a  b e tte r  idea  o f th e  Salesian  
M issions of P a ta g o n ia , o f E cu a d o r, o f  M a tto  
G rosso, as  w ell as o f th e  C ongo, In d ia  an d  C hina.

F'rom  our C on freres, la b o u rin g  in th e  a p o sto lic  
field, or w ho h a v e  sp en t th ere in  y e a rs  o f to il, 
w e b eg  for assistan ce  in  o u r p ro ject, assu rin g 
them  beforehan d of our g r a titu d e  an d  th a t  of 
o u r readers.

I.

a N N U Y - e a R  

an u n e x p e c t e d  r e c e p t io n .

A p p ro a ch in g  a  band of n a tiv e s  in  th e  te r­
r ito ry  o f C h u b u t, on th e  b a n k s o f th e  R io  M ayo, 
a t  th e  fo o t o f th e  A n d es, I w a s  su rprised  b y  an 
un looked  for reception.

T h e  tr ib e  w a s  d raw n  up in  tw o  w ings; th e  
m en on one side, th e  w om en  on th e  o th er and 
all d e cen tly  clothed .

T h e  w om en , w ith  th e ir h a ir n e a tly  dressed, 
h ad  clean  faces, w ith o u t a n y  o f th a t  stran g e  
co lo u rin g  w h ich  disfigures in stead  o f b e a u tify in g  
them .
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T h e  m en w ere s ta n d in g , w ith  head  u n covered , 
in  a  m o st resp e ctfu l a ttitu d e .

T h e n  th e  w om en , began  som e k in d  of fe s tiv e  
son g, in  a  n ew  a n d  o rig in al rh y th m . I th o u g h t 
th e y  w ere  ce le b ra tin g  one of th e ir  solem n ities; 
so I h a lted  a t  a  ce rta in  d istan ce  w ith  th e  tw o  
b o y s  w h o  acco m p an ied  m e, so as  n o t to  in terru p t 
th e  cerem onies w hose o b je c t  w as un kn o w n  to 
me.

T h e  song b e in g  ended, I  w a s  in v ite d  to  a p ­
p ro a ch  and  learn ed  fro m  th e  C aciq u e  h im self, 
t h a t  th e  fea st h a d  been arran ged  b y  h im  “ to  
w elco m e th e  man of God”  as  th e y  said , m ean ing 
th e  M ission ary.

W h erefo re  such a  reception?
T o g e th e r  w ith  m y  ca te ch is ts  I  h a d  sp en t 

sev era l m o n th s nor fa r fro m  th ere , tea ch in g  
th e  tru th s  o f th e  G ospel to  sev era l hundred  
p a g a n s, to  w hom  I h ad  ta u g h t  th e  tru th s  of 
th e  F a ith  and  a t th e  end ad m in istered  th e  
S a cra m e n ts  o f B a p tism , C o n firm atio n , an d  even  
th e  H o ly  E u c h a r is t  to  th o se  w h o w ere th e  best 
p repared; and all w ith  g re a t la b o u r, w ith o u t 
a n y  person al a d v a n ta g e , n o t a sk in g  th em  even  
fo r a  g lass o f  w a te r , b u t  in stead  g iv in g  to  them  
v a r io u s  o b je c ts  o f p iety .

T h is  sp irit  o f sacrifice, p ecu lia r to  th e  C a th o lic  
M ission ary, had s tru ck  th em , and  a m o n g st th e  
v a r io u s  gro u p s of n a tiv e  fam ilies th ere  w a s  m uch 
ta lk  of th e  F a th e r  w ith  a beard , a  go o d  m an , a 
M a n  of God, w h o sp oke of b e a u tifu l th in gs, 
n ever before heard  in  th e  A ra u ca n ia n  lan guage. 
In  th is  la n g u ag e  I h a d , in  fa c t , spoken  of th e  
p rin cip a l m a rv e ls  o f th e  Good S p ir it, t h a t  is 
o f G o d , and o f Jesus C h rist, o f th e  B lessed  V irg in , 
o f e tern al life , e tc ., e tc.

B u t  th e  a n im a tin g  sp ir it  o f th is  festal re­
cep tio n  w as an ex ce llen t C h ristian  w om an , 
ca lled  A nn uy-car  (a nam e W h ich  m eans: I  go for 
wool).

S h e  had assisted  a t  a-M ission  g iv en  ten  y ea rs  
p re v io u sly  in Valcheta, w h ere  she w as b a p tized  
w ith  150 o th er n atives belo n gin g to  th e  tr ib e  
of th e  C a ciq u e  S a co m atra; and  th en  sh e  w en t 
to  th e  R io  M ayo  to  find som e re la tiv es . I t  w as 
she w h o  su ggested  to  th e  C aciq u e  th e  n otion  
o f p re p a rin g  th e  reception  I h a v e  d escribed .

M ean w h ile, d ism o u n tin g  from  m y  horse, I 
ask ed  th e  C aciq u e  to  a llo w  m e to  spend a few  
d a y s  in th e  n eigh bourh ood . H e rep lied  th a t  
he w ou ld  be v e r y  g la d  and th a t  a ll his people 
also  w ou ld  be g lad  as th e y  all had an a rd en t 
desire  to  becom e C h ristian s. H e g a v e  orders 
to  th e  w om en  to  co n stru ct a h u t fo r m e near 
th e ir  toldería w here I co u ld  s a y  M ass a n d  as­
sem ble  th em  fo r catech ism .

M a rv ello u s  w a s  th e  ce ler ity  w ith  w h ich  th e y  
g o t  re a d y  th e  toldo. Som e ran to  fe tch  large
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bun dles o f gu an aco  sk in s, o th ers fix e d  stak es  
in  th e  gro u n d , o th ers a ga in  b en t th e m  lik e  bow s 
an d  fasten e d  th em  w ith  th ic k  w oolen  strin gs, 
w h ilst o th ers s tre tch ed  th e  sk in s  o ve r th em , 
fa ste n in g  th e se  also  w ith  w oo llen  th rea d s. T h u s  
in  less th a n  an  h our m y  h u t w a s  w ell finished; 
an d  i t  w a s  a  fa ir  s ized  h u t e ig h teen  fe e t in  len gth  
an d  fifte en  in  b read th .

B e fo re  ta k in g  possession  of i t  and  w h ilst th e  
C a ciq u e  w a s  h a v in g  th e  d in ner p rep a red  a w hole  
o strich  b ein g  ro asted  on th e  em bers, I  w e n t up 
to  th e  go o d  C h ristian  w om an  fro m  Valchcta 
a n d  said :

— " W h a t  is y o u r n a m e ? ”
— " M y  n am e is  A n n u y-ca r ; do y o u  n o t re­

co gn ise  m e ? ”
— “ Y o u  a re  righ t: I  h a v e  seen y o u  before; 

b u t  w h e r e ? "
A b o u t  ten  y e a rs  a go  a t  V a lc h e ta , w h ere  I w as 

b a p tize d  b y  y o u .”
I th e n  p u t sev era l qu estio n s t o  th e  w om an  to  

see h ow  m uch she h ad  retain ed  of th e  Christian 
d o ctrin es  I h ad  ta u g h t, a n d  an sw ers w ere  re a d y  
an d  co rrect in  e v e ry  case.

Y o u  can  e a sily  im agin e  h ow  g r e a tly  I w as 
im pressed in  h earin g  su ch  a ccu ra te  and  p ro m p t 
an sw ers from  th e  m o u th  o f a p oor n a t iv e  w om an . 
I  g a v e  th a n k s  to  G o d  and to  M a ry  H e lp  of 
C h ristian s fo r a llo w in g  m e to  find a  soul so full 
o f fa ith , a n d  I  begged  th is  go o d  C h ristian  to  
assist m e  w ith  h e r a d v ic e  so as  to  in duce th ese  
sa v a g e s  to  m a k e  th e  b est p ossib le  use o f m y  
visit.

A nnuy-car  show ed th e  zea l o f an A p o stle  
du rin g  th e  w hole tim e  o f th e  M ission. Sh e 
w as th e  first to  a rr iv e  w hen  th e  b ell sounded 
fo r th e  e x p la n a tio n  o f C h ristian  D o ctr in e  w h ich  
w as g iv e n  fo u r tim es a  d a y . N o r did  she ever 
fa il to  assist a t  th e  H o ly  M ass, w h ich  w a s  a t ­
ten d ed  also  b y  th e  n a tiv e s , w h o rep eated  short 
p ra y ers  u n d er th e  gu id an ce  o f th e  ca tech ist. 
I t  w a s  a  tr iu m p h  of grace! fo r a t  th e  end th e  
w h o le  tr ib e  w a s  b a p tize d  a n d  rece ived  H o ly  
C om m u nion  d e v o u tly .

W e  h a v e  th u s  a t  tim es g re a t co n so lation s 
w h ich  th e  h eart exp erien ces a n d  th e  to n g u e  is 
u n ab le  to  express; su ch  w as th e  co n so lation  I 
e xp erien ced  o n  th a t  day!

T h e  C a ciq u e , to  a d d  to  th e  so lem n ity  o f th e  
fea st, h a d  tw o  fa t  o xen  k ille d  a n d  d istrib u te d  
th e  m e a t a m o n gst th e  w h o le  trib e . A fte r  th e  
b a n q u et, I  d istrib u te d , in  m y  tu rn , som e o b je cts  
o f  p ie ty ; p ictu re s , cru cifixes, m ed als  an d  som e 
o th er sm all th in gs.

T h e  fa rew ell w as to u ch in g . W h en  I  m oun ted  
m y  horse, th e se  p oor ch ild ren  o f th e  desert su r­
rou nded  m e t o  offer m e th e ir  h e a rtfe lt  th a n k s. 
I a lso  exp ressed  m y  g r a titu d e  an d  th e n  set off

slo w ly; a n d  th e y  b o w in g  th e ir  h ead  and  jo y ­
fu lly  c la p p in g  han ds, w ish ed  m e a go o d  jo u rn e y, 
c ry in g  o u t w ith  one voice:

— “ M a y  G od be w ith  y o u , an d  m a y  y o u  com e 
b a ck  soon to  u s .”

D o m i n i c  M i l a n e s i o .

Salesian M issionary.

A R G E N T I N E  R E P U B L I C .

!n an Araucanian settlement.

N euq u en , N ovem ber 30, 191 r.

Very Reverend D on Albera,

o w ard s th e  end of S ep tem b er, bein g  
in v ite d  b y  th e  P a rish  P riest o f L os  
Toldos, a  se ttlem e n t of A ra u ca n ia n  

n a tives, s itu a te d  som e iG o 'm ile s  from  B u en o s 
A y res , I  agreed  to  p reach  a  M ission  th ere , and 
in stead  of one, I  h a d  to  g iv e  th ree , th a t  is to  
s a y  one a t  L os Toldos  an d  tw o  o th ers in th e  
co u n try  p a rts  o f Bragado. T h ese  occu p ied  m e 
for a b o u t s ix  w ee k s, b ein g  in terru p ted  from  
tim e  to  tim e  b y  th e  to rre n ts  o f ra in , w h ich  g a v e  
jo y  to  th e  h earts  o f th ese  p eo p le  e m p lo y ed  
in a g ricu ltu re , fo r  w ith o u t th e  rain  th e y  w ou ld  
h a v e  lo st a  g re a t p a r t  o f th e ir  crop s. A s  th e  
M ission w a s  g iv en  in  th e  open co u n try , I  had 
to  e rec t an a lta r  in  a co tta g e  p laced  a t  m y 
d isp osal b y  th e  co lo n ists; and u n d er th is  h u m b le  
roof and  som etim es in  th e  open a ir I w elcom ed 
g la d ly  th o se  w ho cam e fo u r o r fiv e  tim es a  d a y , 
co n versin g  for m a n y  h o u rs w ith  th em , e x p la in ­
in g c le a r ly  an d  s im p ly  th e  C h ristian  D o ctrin e , 
a n d  te a ch in g  th e m  som e p io u s h y m n s w h ich  
th e y  su cceeded  in sin g in g w ith  g re a t a ccu ra cy .

I ca n n o t d escribe w ith  w h a t a tte n tio n , and 
d e v o tio n  th e y  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  services. M an y 
said :— “ T h is  is th e  first t im e  w e  h a v e  heard 
such b e a u tifu l tru th s  e x p la in e d ” — and th e y  
begged  m e to  v is it  th e m  a ga in . I  rem arked  
th a t  sev era l rem ained  th e  w h o le  d a y  to  assist 
a t  a ll th e  services, fo r w-henever th e y  w'ere a b o u t 
to  re tu rn  hom e th e y  esteem ed it  th e ir  d u ty  to  
ta k e  lea v e  o f m e, sa y in g :— “ G ood b y e , w e  shall 
m eet a ga in  to m o rro w .”

T h e  P a rish  P riest o f Bragado u s u a lly  cam e 
e v e ry  twro o r th ree  d a y s  to  th e  p la ce  w'here th e  
m ission  w a s  g iv e n  to  keep  m e co m p an y  and g iv e  
m e a  h e lp in g  h an d . T h e  first tim e  he le ft  his 
co n v e y a n ce  and  saw- h im self surroun ded  b y
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a  n um erous b an d  o f n a tiv e s  an d  gauchos. G re a tly  
a sto n ish ed  he  to o k  m e asid e  an d  said:

— " W h a t  is th is  th a t  I  see? h ow  h a v e  y o u ' 
succeeded  in  c iv iliz in g  th ese  p eo p le  in  such a 
sh o rt tim e? H ith e rto  th e y  h a v e  run a w a y  like 
ra b b its  a t  th e  s ig h t of a p riest; h ow  ca n  one 
a cco u n t fo r th is  w o n d erfu l ch an ge  in th e m ? ”

— " I  am  sure I do n o t k n o w .”  I  rep lied , “ th e  
h eart o f m an  is  in  G o d ’s h a n d s an d  H e  does 
w ith  i t  w h a t  H e  w ills .”

A m o n g o th er co n versio n s I  ca n  te s t ify  t o  th e  
reform  of tw o  n a tiv e s  a d d icted  to  th e  v ic e  of 
drunken n ess. O n e w as a  v e r y  in te llig e n t fe l­
lo w , b u t  d eaf and  v e r y  d u m b , a n d  th e  fa th e r  of 
a  la rg e  fa m ily ; b u t  th ro u gh  th is  e v il h a b it, le ft 
his w ife  an d  fa m ily  in  th e  m o st d ep lo rab le  
sq u alor. W h ils t  I  w a s  p reach in g , I  p received  
th a t  b y  his gestu res, he g a v e  s ign s o f  a p p ro v al. 
A t  th e  b egin n in g I th o u g h t he  w as d o in g  th is 
in fu n , b u t  I ca m e t o  th e  con clusion  th a t  i t  w as 
n ot so. T h ro u g h  th e  o p eratio n  of d iv in e  grace  
his soul w as n ou rished, n ot in deed b y  th e  w ords 
he co u ld  n ot hear, b u t b y  th e  e d ify in g  exam p le  
o f a ll th e  others.

F ro m  550 to  600 persons to o k  p a r t  in th e  
th ree  d iv isio n s  of th e  M ission, th e  g r e a te r  n u m ­
b er n a tiv e s  o f  th e  A ra u ca n ia n  race, th e  rest 
A rg e n tin e  fam ilies  o r co lo n ists. T h e re  w ere  
150 ca te ch e tica l in stru ctio n s, a n d  m a n y  o b jects  
o f p ie ty  and  b o o k s w ere  d istrib u te d . T h e  
fru its  o f th is  m ission  o b ta in ed  th ro u gh  th e  help 
of G o d  and  o f M a ry , H e lp  o f C h ristian s, m a y  be 
sum m ed  up  as fo llow s:— 32 B a p tism s, 270 Con­
firm ation s; 14  M arriages; 289 C onfessions; 2 6 1 
Com m union s, o f w h ich  250 w ere  F irs t  C om m u ­
nions o f person s w hose ages v a r ie d  fro m  10 to 
()0 years.

I m u st n o t o m it to  m en tion  th e  good im p res­
sion  m ad e up o n  m e in seein g  th e  v a s t  p la in s of 
th e  p ro v in ce  o f B u en o s A y r e s  p eo p led  in  grea t 
p a rt b y  co lo n ists, w ho b y  th e ir  in d u stry  h ave  
ch a n ged  th e  fa ce  of th e  lan d. T h e  n a tiv e s  
th em selves and  th e  ganchos o f th is  co u n try , 
in cited  b y  th e  e x a m p le  of o u r co lo n ists, h a v e  
aban d o n ed  th e ir  form er h a b its  of th e  chase, 
th e ir  w an d erin g  an d  n om ad ic life , g iv in g  th em  
o p p o rtu n ities  of th e ft  and  of m assacrin g  those 
w h o resisted  th e ir  v io len ce . T o d a y  th e ir  fields 
110 lo n g er p resen t th e  a p p ea ran ce  of arid  deserts 
w h ich  b a re ly  served  to  m a in ta in  a  few  sheep 
and g o a ts  o r o th er h a lf w ild  an im als; to d a y  one 
sees w ell p lo u gh ed  lan d  co ve re d  w ith  a b u n d an t

crop s of w h e a t, In d ia n  co rn  and  o th er cereals, 
w h ich  form  th e  riches o f th ese  coun tries. 

C om m en din g m y self to  y o u r  p ra yers
Y o u rs devotedly in  Christ 

D o m i n i c  M i l a n e s i o . 

Salesian M issionary.

PUNTA ARENAS.— F ro m  a le tte r  o f F r . Joh n  
O rte g a  to  D o n  A lb era , d a te d  o cto b er 27. 19 1 1 , 
w e  e x tr a c t  th e  fo llo w in g.— O n e of th e  last 
n um bers o f th e  B u lle tin  in  sp ea k in g  of th e  
b u ild in g  of tw o  ch u rch es in  th is  c ity , exp ressed  
th e  hope of sp ee d ily  a n n o u n cin g th e  opening.

A n d  to d a y  I h a v e  th e  p leasu re  o f  ann o u n cin g 
th e  b lessin g of one of th ese  tw o  ch u rch es, th a t  
o f S t. M ich ael. T h e  first ston e, as y o u  are aw are, 
w a s  la id  on th e  12 th  of la st M arch  an d  th e  
b u ild in g  w en t 011 th ro u g h  th e  w in ter w ith o u t 
in terru p tio n , so th a t  a t  th e  end of S ep tem b er 
th e  ed ifice  w a s  re a d y  fo r D iv in e  W o rsh ip . M gr. 
F a g n a n o  fixed  th e  cerem o n y for th e  i s t  o f O c­
to b er, F e a s t  o f O u r L a d y  of th e  R o sa ry , and  
on t h a t  d a y  in  th e  presen ce o f  H is  E x c e lle n c y  
th e  G o vern o r o f th e  T e r r ito ry , o f o th er d istin ­
g u ish ed  person s an d  a  n um erous co n gregatio n , 
th e  religious cerem o n y a cco rd in g  to  th e  R itu a l 
w a s  perform ed.

A fte r  th e  blessing, one o f th e  Sa lesian  F a th e rs  
sp o k e  to  th e  p eop le, co n g ra tu la tin g  th e  fa th fu l 
o f th e  new' p arish  on th e  co m p letio n  of th e  
b u ild in g  d e d icate d  to  th e  w orship  of G od. B e ­
fo re  a n d  a fte r  th e  re lig io u s cerem o n y th e  b an d  
o f S t. Josep h ’s Sch oo l p la y e d  in  a  co u rty a rd  
n ea r th e  C h urch .

H e re  on  th e  6 th  O cto b er, th e  F irs t  F r id a y  of 
th e  m o n th  th e  first M ass w a s  ce leb rated  and a 
p ro o f o f th e  n ecessity  of th e  b u ild in g  w as g iven  
in th e  v e r y  large  co n grega tio n  on th a t  d a y , and 
w h ich  co n tin u es th e  sam e a t  H o ly  M ass, a t  th e  
R o s a ry  and  th e  o th er services.

T h e  co n stru ctio n  ot th e  C h u rch  of M a ry  Im ­
m a cu la te  an d  th e  n e igh b o u rin g  In s t itu te  o f 
D o n  B o sco  w ill ta k e  lo n g er an d  b e  m ore e xp en ­
sive . M a y  D iv in e  P ro v id e n c e  co m e t o  our 
help.
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to Our Lady Help of Christians
W e  a r e  p e r s u a d e d ,  t h a t  n o  a i d  b u t  t h a t  o f  H e a v e n  c a n  a v a i l  u s  in  t h e  s o r ­

r o w f u l  v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  o u r  d a y ,  a n d  t h a t  e s p e c i a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  I n t e r c e s s io n  o f  H e r  

w h o  in  e v e r y  a g e  h a s  p r o v e d  H e r s e l f  t h e  H e lp  o f  C h r i s t i a n s .

PIUS PP. X.

—

D u rin g  th e  m o n th  of A p r il sp ecia l p ra y ers  
w ill be offered  in  th e  B a silica , p a r tic u la r ly  a t 
th e  tim e  of th e  E a s te r  F e s tiv a l, fo r th e  in te n ­
tio n s  o f th e  C o -o p erato rs all o ve r th e  w orld. 
T h e  in ten tio n  fo r th e  2 4 th  is that those who are 
m aking Novenas, or begging particular favours 
during the m onth of O ur Lady may receive the 
pow erful patronage of the H elp  of Christians.

*
*  *

A cco u n ts  o f  graces  and  fa v o u rs  received , 
com in g in  fro m  all p a rts  .a m p ly  s u b s ta n tia te  th e  
w ord s of H is  H olin ess L e o  X I I I .  q u o te d  on  a 
p re ced in g  p ag e. A n d  y e t  th e y  w ere  w ritte n  a l­
m o st ten  y e a rs  ago  so th a t  th e ir  v e rifica tio n  has 
been  in creasin g  b y  fu rth e r  testim o n y . T h e  
S ta te  o f U r u g u a y  in  S o u th  A m erica  rece ived  
th is  d e v o tio n  th ro u g h  th e  in stru m e n ta lity  o f th e  
S a lesia n  M ission aries, som e tw e n ty  y e a rs  ago, 
am o n gst w h o m , as a  b rillia n t lu m in a ry , there 
shon e th e  p e rso n a lity  o f M gr. L a s a g n a , o f v e ­
n erated  a n d  hero ic m em o ry . S u c h  p o p u la r ity  
has th e  d e v o tio n  w on , th a t  th e  F e d era tio n  of 
C a th o lic  Y o u th , fo r th e  w h o le  S ta te  o f U ru g u a y , 
h a s been p la ce d  u n d e r th is  P atro n ess, b y  a  so ­
lem n a c t  o f con secration .

*
*  *

F o r  th e  a p p ro a ch in g  m o n th  of M a y  i t  should 
be n oticed  t h a t  th e  A sso cia tes  h a v e  lo n g been  
a ccu sto m ed  to  jo in  in  th e  N o v e n a  w h ich  is  m ad e 
a t  th e  B a s ilic a  in  T u r in , in  p re p a ra tio n  for th e  
2 4 th  of th e  M on th ; b e y o n d  th a t, h o w ever, th e y  
are  recom m ended to  p erfo rm  som e a c t  o f d e v o ­
tio n  in  h o n o u r o f O u r L a d y  H e lp  o f  C h ristian s 
e v e r y  d a y ; th e  Rosar}- o f O u r L a d y  in  v e ry  s u it­
ab le, m ore freq u en t a tte n d a n ce  a t  M ass, th e  
recep tio n  of th e  H o ly  S a cra m en ts. I f  a  N o ­
ve n a  is m ad e, th e  V en . D o n  B o sco ’s gen era l re­
co m m en d a tio n  w as to  re cite  th ree  tim es th e
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O u r F a th e r , H a il M a ry , and  G lo ry  be t o  th e  
F a th e r , in  ho n o u r o f  th e  B lessed  S a cra m en t, 
and  th e  H a il H o ly  Q ueen , w ith  th e  in v o ca tio n , 
M a ry  H e lp  o f C h ristian s p ra y  fo r us. T h e  S a ­
cram en ts of P en an ce an d  H o ly  C om m union  
sh o u ld  be received  a t  le a st once d u rin g  th e  N o ­
ven a. B esid es th is  he  a d vised  som e alm s g iv ­
in g  to w a rd s  th e  go o d  w o rk s  th a t  a re  done in  her 
hon our, a n d  a prom ise of p u b lish in g  th e  fa v o u r, 
also  w ith  th e  in te n tio n  of d iffu sin g  her d e v o ­
tion. T h e se  la tte r  he  recom m ended as a  sign 
o f o n e ’s w illin gn ess to  m a k e  som e sacrifice, and 
o u t of g ra titu d e  w h ich  one is so a p t  to  n eglect. 

*
*  *

In  a n o th er p lace  th e  V en . D o n  B o sco  says: 
“ W e  m a y  w ell liken  th e  d evo tio n  to  O u r L a d y  
H e lp  of C h ristian s in  th ese  la tte r  tim es, to  th e  
t in y  c lo u d  seen b y  th e  p ro p h et E lia s . I n  fa c t  
b u t a  fe w  y e a rs  h a v e  p assed since th e  S a n c tu a ry  
in  T u r in  w a s  d e d icate d  to  th e  A u g u s t  M oth er 
o f  G od, u n d er th e  t it le  o f H e lp  o f C h ristian s, and 
th a t  S h e  com m en ced  to  be hon oured  a n d  in v o ­
k e d  th e re  u n d er th a t  g rac io u s nam e; y e t  th is 
d e v o tio n  h as sp read  so fa r  and  w id e  th a t  th ere  
is n o t a  h a m le t in  th is  co u n try  w h ere  it  is n ot 
kn ow n .

T o  O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s in v o k e d  a t 
h e r C h u rch  in  T u rin , a ll classes o f p erson s h a v e  
recourse; th e  n oble an d  th e  lo w ly -b o rn , th e  
w e a lth y  a n d  th e  p o or, th o se  in  go o d  h e alth , b u t 
m o st fre q u e n tly  th e  s ick  an d  th e  a fflic te d . 
S h e  is in v o k e d  b y  in d iv id u a ls  a n d  b y  fam ilies, 
b y  co m m u n ities  an d  b y  w h o le  p arish es, b y  w h o le  
to w n s a n d  cities. N o  d a y  goes b y  w ith o u t th e  
a p p ea ran ce  o f  e ith er persons o r le tte rs  a sk in g  
fo r p ra y e rs  in  her S a n c tu a r y  as  a t  th e  th ron e of 
th e  h e a v e n ly  a n d  m ercifu l Q u een .”

L e t  n one th erefo re  b e  h a lf-h earted  in  his 
d e v o tio n  d u rin g  th e  m o n th  of M a y . P rep are
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b eforeh an d w h a t p io u s p ra ctice s  y o u  w ill p er­
form  and  p erse ve re  in  th e m  d u rin g  th e  m on th . 
P rep a re  e sp e cia lly  fo r th e  fe a st o f O u r L a d y  H e lp  
o f  C h ristian s, on  th e  24th o f M a y , a n d  y o u  w ill 
e xp erien ce  fo r y o u rse lf  w h a t  th e  V e n . D o n  
B o sco  sa y s  of her m a te rn a l goodn ess a n d  her 
p o w erfu l p atro n a ge.

B a l l i m o t e - S l i g o .— Som e tim e  ago  I  asked 
fo r a  sp ecia l in ten tio n  to  b e  recom m ended to  
O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s; i t  w a s  th a t  m y 
m o th er, w h o  w as sufferin g  fro m  a cu te  rh eu ­
m a tism , m ig h t be restored  to  h ealth . T h a n k s 
to  O u r L a d y  H e lp  o f  C h ristian s, she h as h a d  a 
co m p lete  re co v e ry , an d  is  n ow  q u ite  w ell.

F e b . 1912.
A . D .

*
*  *

T r o w b r i d g e . — H a v in g  p ra y e d  fo r a  sp ecial 
fa v o u r  th ro u g h  th e  in tercession  of O u r L a d y  
H e lp  o f C h ristian s, and  p ro m ised  p u b lica tio n  
of th e  sam e, I  w rite  to  a sk  fo r its  in sertio n  in 
th e  B u lletin . I  h a v e  a lso  prom ised  a  th a n k  
o fferin g  a n d  p u b lica tio n  o f a n o th er m u ch  d e­
sired favo u r.

F eb . 1912.
C. M . A .

*
* *

V e r o n a .— A  b o y  in  th e  p arish  u n d er m y  care  
w as ta k e n  su d d e n ly  ill. a n d  a fte r  a  few  d a y s  th e  
fev er m ade s u ch  strid es th a t  th e  d o cto rs  g a v e  
him  up  as hopeless. T h e  su d d en  illness and  its 
rap id  w o rk  th re w  th e  fa m ily  in to  co n stern atio n ; 
th e  b o y  h o w ev er w as q u ite  resigned and  re ce iv­
ed th e  la st S a cra m e n ts  in  v e r y  good disp osi­
tio n s. I t  w as th e n  su ggested  th a t  an  offering 
sh o u ld  b e  sen t to  th e  S a n c tu a r y  o f O u r L a d y  
H elp  of C h ristian s, and  a  p etitio n  for h is re­
c o v e r y  be m ad e. T h is  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  done; 
n ow  he is p e r fe c tly  w ell, and in  a  d a y  o r tw o  will 
go  w ith  som e o f h is co m p an io n s to  th a n k  O ur 
L a d y  H e lp  o f C h ristian s for h is reco very .

D ec. 1911.
D . N . (P arish  P riest).
*

* *
S u c r e  (B o liv ia ).— W h ile  tra v e llin g  to w a rd s 

th is  c i t y  in  th e  co m p a n y  o f one of our con frères, 
w e lo st o u r w a y  a t  n igh t-fa ll am id  th e  P a m p a s  
o f L ip ich i. W e  w ere a t  a  h e ig h t of 15,000 feet, 
w ith  sn ow  a ll aro u n d  us an d  a  stro n g  w in d  b low -

(1) I11 regard to these favours it is not intended  to 
attribute to them a n y  higher auth ority  o r b elie f, than 
that arisin g from certified  hum an testim ony.

in g. I n  th ese  s tra its  w e  h a d  reco u rse  to  O u r 
L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s, a n d  e xp erien ce d  a  w o n ­
d e rfu l an sw er to  o u r p ra y e rs  fo r w e  d iscovered  
th e  p a th  in  q u ite  a  m iracu lo u s  m a n n er and  o v e r­
ca m e a ll th e  d ifficu lties t h a t  beset u s before 
reach in g th e  se ttle m e n t w h ere  w e w ere  to  p ass 
th e  n igh t.

O ct. 1911.
R e v . G. B . Salesian Priest.

*
* *

D u b lin .— I  b eg  to  a sk  fo r  p u b lica tio n  o f  m y  
g ra te fu l th a n k s  fo r fa v o u rs  re ce iv e d  a fte r  a  N o ­
v e n a  to  O u r L a d y  H e lp  of C h ristian s a n d  p ro ­
m ise of p u b lica tio n .

M arch. 1912.
S . M.

A  th a n k sg iv in g  is  a lso  rece ived  fro m  M . H . 
(Inn istioge) Ire la n d .

w h i c h  m a y  b e  gnincì» b y  Hie C o - o p e r a t o r s .
T h e  fo llo w in g p len a ry  in dulgen ces m a y  be 

g a in ed  b y  all th e  C o -o p erato rs w ho, h a v in g  co n ­
fessed and  co m m u n ica ted  shall m a k e  s v is it  
to  a C h urch , o r P u b lic  C h ap el, o r in  th e  case 
o f  co m m u n ities  a  p r iv a te  ch ap el, an d  p ra y  
for th e  in te n tio n s  of th e  S o v ere ign  P on tiff.

Every month.

1. O n a n y  one p a rtic u la r  d a y  a t  th e  choice 
o f  th e  A ssociate.

2. O n th e  d a y  w h en  m em bers sh all m a k e  
th e  exercise  for a  h a p p y  death .

3. W h en ev er th e  C o-op erators shall s a y  five 
tim es th e  O ur Father. H a il M ary  a n d  Glory he to 
the Father for th e  w elfare  o f C h risten dom , and 
once th e  sam e p ra y e rs  fo r th e  in ten tio n s of th e  
H o ly  F a th er, th e y  m a y  g a in  th e  In d u lgen ces oí 
th e  vStations in  R om e, o f th e  P o rtiu n cu la , o f  
Jerusalem  a n d  of »St. J am e s o f C om postella; 
th ese  in dulgences, m oreover, a re a li  a p p lica b le to  
th e  H ol}' »Souls in P u rg a to ry , an d  ca n  be ga in ed  b y  
th e  C o-op erators as  o ften  as th e  p ra y ers  are said.

From April 15tli to May 15th.

1 . M a y  3 rd  F in d in g  of th e  H o ly  Cross.
2. M a y  8th  A p p a ritio n  of S t. M ichael.
3. M a y  16 th  T h e  A scen sion .
4. M a y  2 4 th  O u r L a d y  H e lp  o f C h ristian s.
5. M a y  2 6 th  W h it  S u n d a y .

I t  m u st be born e in m in d  th a t  th e  p re se n t 
H o ly  F a th e r  h a s  re-en jo in ed  th e  d a ily  re c ita l o f 
th e  O ur Father, H a il M ary, and  Glory be to the 
Father for th e  in te n tio n s  o f th e  S o v ere ign  P o n ­
tiff, and  also  th e  in v o ca tio n  S t. F ran cis of Sales, 
pray for us. T h ese  p ra y e rs  are th e  o n ly  ones 
en jo in ed  on th e  S a lesia n  C o -o p erato rs a t  th e  tim e  
o f th e ir  en rolm en t in th e  T h ird  O rder.
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L I F E  O F  M A R G A R E T  B O S C O
Mother of the Ven. Don Bosco.

By the Rev. J. B. LEMOYNE

PR IE ST O F  T H E  S A L E S IA N  C O N G R E G A T IO N .

C H A P T E R  X V I I .

M a r g a r e t  s e n d s  J o h n  t o  t h e  s c h o o ls  o f  
C a s t e ln u o v o  a n d  C h ie r i.

re a liza tio n  o f p ro jects  so d e ar b o th  
m o th er a n d  son n ow  seem ed im - 

tssible. T h e  d e a th  o f F r . Calosso 
w as to  th e m  a  m isfo rtu n e  t h a t  w a s  h u m a n ly  
sp ea k in g  irrep arab le. Joh n  shed a  go o d  m a n y  

tea rs o v e r  th e  loss o f h is  m aster. H e  th o u g h t 

of h im  d u rin g  th e  d a y  and  d ream t of h im  a t 
n igh t. M a rg a ret w a s  a fra id  fo r h is h e a lth  and  

sen t him  for som e w eek s t o  h is g ra n d fa th e r  a t 
C ap riglio . M o reo ver A n th o n y  p ersevered  in 

h is op p o sition  w ith  su ch  o b stin a cy , t h a t  M ar­
g a re t reso lved  to  m a d e  a  d iv isio n  o f th e  p a tr i­
m on y.

T h e  m in o rity  of J oseph and  o f J olin  co m p lica t­
ed th e  d ifficu lty  of th is  u n d e rta k in g : th e  fo r­
m alities  to  be gone th ro u g h  w ere n um erous, and 

th e  exp en se  co n sid erable. M a rg aret, n ever­
th eless, h eld  to  her resolution . T h e  n ecessary  

business to o k  sev era l m on th s, b u t f in a lly  all 
o b sta cles  w ere  o verco m e, a n d  J ohn  w a s  enabled 

to a tte n d  th e  p u b lic  school o f  C a ste ln u o vo  
to w a rd s th e  C h ristm as o f 1828. H e  w as then 
th irteen .

I t  is a  lo n g w a y  fro m  B e cch i to  C a ste ln u o vo , 
an d  h e  h ad  to  go  tw ic e  to  and fro  d u rin g  th e  

d a y . T h e  roads w ere  o ften  im p assa b b le  an d  
he  h ad  m ore th a n  12  m iles to  go  a lto g eth er.

F o r  reason s o f  eco n o m y  and  also  in  order to  

h a v e  th e  ch ild  un der h e r eyes, M a rg a ret p u t  off 
th e  tim e  o f sep a ra tio n . I t  b ecam e n ecessary  
a t  len gth  to  fo rm  h e r resolution .

A t  C a ste ln u o vo  she fo u n d  a  go o d  m an  nam ed 
J o h n  R o b e rt, a  ta ilo r  b y  tra d e , w ho w as also 

a  sin ger a n d  fa ir  m usician. T h is  m an  w as 
w illin g  t o  le t Joh n  b o ard  in  his house. M ar­

ga re t a cco m p a n ied  her son  to  his new  abode, 
an d  her p a rtin g  w ord s to  h im  w ere:

“ R em ain  co n sta n t in  y o u r  d e v o tio n  to  O u r 

L a d y .”
E v e r y th in g  w as g o in g  on sp len d id ly , w hen

a n  u n fo rtu n a te  in c id en t occu rred  w h ich  up set 
e v e ry th in g . F a th e r  V ix a n o , J o h n ’s m aster, 
w as n om in a ted  p arish  p riest o f M on don io  in  th e  
d iocese o f  A s ti, a n d  to o k  possession o f h is new  
cu re  in  1829. C a ste ln u o vo  rem ain ed  for som e 
tim e  w ith o u t a  L a t in  m aster, a n d  la te r  on th e  
p o st w a s  filled  b y  a  p ro fesso r w h o  w as in ca­
pable.

T h e re  w a s  no d iscip lin e  in  th e  classes, and 
co n se q u e n tly  no w o rk  w as done, so th a t  J o h n ’s 
progress w a s  m u ch  d e layed .

F o rtu n a te ly , M a rg a ret’s  firm n ess of ch a ra cter 
w as e q u a l to  th e  occasion . W ith o u t h esitatio n  
she reso lved  to  m o v e  J o h n  to th e  p u b lic  school 
a t  C h ieri a  ra th e r im p o rta n t to w n  s itu a te d  som e 
d istan ce  from  C a ste ln u o vo . S h e  to o k  him  

herself, and  in tro d u ced  h im  to  a  resp ectab le  
fa m ily  w h o  rece ived  h im  w ith  p leasure.

“ I h a v e  don e m y  d u t y ”  she s a id , '“ and I hope 
Joh n  w ill d o  his, a n d  t h a t  y o u  w ill  b e  satisfied  

w ith  h im .”  Joh n  fin ished  h is L a t in  stu d ies  
su cce ssfu lly . T h e  so lem n  m o m en t a rriv ed  fo r 
ch o o sin g  a  s ta te  o f life . T h e  y o u n g  m an d e­

clared  th a t  h e  did  n ot fee l ca lled  to  th e  secu lar 
p riesth oo d , and  t h a t  th e  life  o f  th e  c lo iste r, a 
life  o f m e d ita tio n  a n d  s tu d y , w as far m ore 
su ite d  to  his tastes.

C H A P T E R  X X V I I I .

T h e  b e a u t ifu l  w o r d s  o f  a  m o th e r  u p o n  th e  
v o c a t io n  o f  h e r  s o n . —  J o h n  is  o r d a in e d  
p r ie s t .

M a rg aret n ever tried  to  in flu en ce h e r son upon  
th e  g ra v e  s u b je c t o f  v o ca tio n .

P ro je c ts  fo r th e  fu tu re , h op es for a  m ore 
p rosperous p osition , th e  desire— h o w ev er leg i­

tim a te — to  h a v e  h e r son b y  h e r sid e, or to  liv e  
w ith  h im  w hen  h e  b ecam e a  p riest: all th ese  
m a tern a l d ream s w ere  fo reign  to  her m in d  and 

h eart. I f  Joh n  qu estio n ed  h er, th e  re p ly  w as 

in variab le:
“ I o n ly  desire  th e  sa lv a tio n  o f  y o u r  soul. 

T h e  rest m a tte rs  v e r y  lit t le .”

In  order to  e n ter th e  F ra n cisca n s J oh n  w as 
o b liged  to  g iv e  th e  cu sto m a ry  in tro d u ctio n , 
and  co n se q u e n tly  w en t to  th e  p riest to  te ll  him  
a b o u t his resolution .

T h e  go o d  m an w e n t o v e r  t o  B e cch i to  in form  
M argaret w h a t  w as ta k in g  p lace. H e  to ld  her 

th a t  th e  d iocese offered  v a s t  fields, th a t  th e  
labou rers w ere few , and  th a t  J o h n  could  do  a 

g rea t dead  of g  >od in th e  p aro ch ia l m in istry .
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T h e n  h e  a d d ed  hu m an  reason s w h ich  in  his 
op in ion  o u g h t to  h a v e  co n vin ced  M argaret:

“ J o h n  has rece ived  from  G o d , q u ite  u n co m ­
m on g ifts . H e  w ill su cceed  a n d  shine in  th e  
e cclesia stica l career, and th e  p a th  to  h o n o u rs 
a n d  co m fo rt is op en  to  him . Y o u  are n o t rich, 

y e a rs  a re  p assin g  b y , a n d  o ld  a g e  is com in g. 
W h o  w ill ta k e  ca re  o f y o u  if  h e  e n ters  R e li­
g ion ? T a k e  y o u r  in te re sts  in to  y o u r  ow n  han ds, 
an d  h e lp  m e to  keep  h im  o u t o f a m o n a s te ry .” 

M a rg a ret th a n k e d  th e  w o r th y  m an  fo r his 
ch a rita b le  a d vice , a n d  th e n , w ith o u t le ttin g  
h im  k n o w  h er op in ion  w e n t o v e r  t o  C liieri.

“ T h e  p rie st te lls  m e th a t  y o u  w ish  to  becom e 
a  re lig io u s. Is  i t  tru e ? ”  sh e  said , as  she em ­
b raced  h er son w ith  a  sm ile  on  h e r lips.

“ Y e s , m o th er, and  y o u  w ill n o t p u t  a n y  

o b sta c le  in  th e  w a y , I  su p p o se?”
“ C e rta in ly  n o t, o n ly  I  im p lo re  y o u  to  reflect 

a n d  to  exa m in e  yo u rse lf w e ll w ith  rega rd  to  th e  
g re a t s te p  th a t  y o u  w ou ld  ta k e . Y o u  w ill n ow  

be a b le  to  go  s tra ig h t  on w ith o u t lo o k in g  to  th e  
r ig h t o r th e  le ft. Y o u  m u st first sa v e  y o u r 

soul. T h e  ca re  of m y  fu tu re  m u st n o t in fluen ce 
y o u r  d ecisio n .”

“ T h e  go o d  p riest im agin es t h a t  th e  qu estio n  
of m y  in terests  o u g h t to  w eig h  w ith  y o u  w h en  

y o u  a re  m a k in g  y o u r  resolution . B u t  I h a v e  
con fiden ce in  G od. I  desire  an d  e x p e c t  n o th in g  
fro m  y o u . I  w a s  born  p o or, and  I h a v e  lived  
a n d  w ill d ie  p o o r.”

" I n  becoming a secular ■priest, i j  you should 

become rich, mark well that I  should not see you any 
more, and should not put m y foot in  your h o u se.'’ 

In  s a y in g  th e se  w ord s, M a rg a ret’s  u su a lly , 

ca lm  fa c e  assum ed su ch  an exp ression  of a u th o ­

r ity , a n d  her v o ice  sh o o k  w ith  su ch  e n e rg y  th a t 
h e r son  w as filled  w ith  a d m ira tio n  for h er, and 
to u ch e d  to  th e  p o in t o f sh ed d in g  tears.

T h e  lo v e  o f t h a t  w o m an  fo r p o v e rty , her e x ­
trem e d e lica cy  in  refu sin g , in  a d v a n ce , a n y th in g  
a p p ro a ch in g  to  th e  p ro p e rty  o f o th ers w ere  n ot 
m ore e m p ty  w ords as w a s  p la in ly  seen la te r  on. 

In  sp ite  of th e  sm alln ess of th e ir  m ean s, th e  
g rea t n arrow ness of th e ir  resources, M a rg aret 
and  Josep h  a lw a y s  cam e to  th e  a id  of th e  poor 

ch ild ren , w h o m  D o n  B o sco  ga th e re d  round h im  

a t  th e  O ra to ry .
Joh n  reflected and  to o k  counsel. A  h o ly  

p riest. F a th e r  C afasso  p ersu ad ed  h im  n o t to  
e n ter th e  F ra n ciscan s.

“ G o  to  th e  sem in a ry ”  h e  said , “ and  leave  

e v e ry th in g  to  P ro v id e n c e .”

F a th e r  C a fasso  u n d o u b ted ly  w as e n ligh te n ed  
b y  h e a v en  a n d  fo resaw  som e sp ecia l m ission. 
W h en  M a rg aret le a rn t h e r so n ’s d eterm in atio n , 

sh e  m erely  said:
“ I am  co n te n t w ith  it ,  i f  i t  is  G o d ’s w ill .”  
J o h n  su cce ssfu lly  p assed  th e  e x a m in a tio n  

w h ich  e n titled  h im  to  b e  c lo th ed  as  an  eccle­

siastic . T h e  d a y  o f h is en rolm en t in  th e  ra n k s 
o f th e  c le rg y  w a s  a  g re a t d a y  fo r him . T o  p u t  
on th e  g a rb  o f th e  p riesth o o d  w a s  in  h is  eye s  th e  
sam e as t o  d ecid e  th e  q u estio n  o f h is e te rn ity . 
H e th erefo re  p rep a red  h u n se lf fo r it , b y  a  fe r­
v e n t  n o v en a  o f praj^er.

O n S t . M ich a e l’s  D a y , 2 9 th  S e p te m b er 1835 
he a p p ro a ch ed  th e  S a cra m e n ts  w ith  sp ecia l 

earn estn ess, an d  th e  P ro v o s t  o f C a ste ln u o vo  

d ’A s ti, b lessed h is ca sso ck  a n d  p la ce d  it  upon 
h im  du rin g  th e  so lem n  M ass.

J oh n  w as to  e n ter th e  S e m in a ry  on  th e  30th 

of O cto b e r o f  th a t  y ea r. H is  o u tfit  w as re a d y . 
H is  m o th er, lo o k in g  v e ry  serious, k e p t  h e r g a z e  

fixed  upon  h e r son, a n d  seem ed to  h a v e  an  im ­
p o rta n t co m m u n ica tio n  to  m a k e  to  him .

T h e  e v e n in g  b efo re  h is d e p a rtu re  she u n ­
burden ed  h e r h e a rt w h en  sh e  w as a lon e w ith  him : 

" M y  ch ild ”  sh e  said , “ y o u  are clo th ed  in th e  
h a b it  o f a p riest. I  fee l a ll th e  co n so lation  th a t  

a  m o th er ca n  exp erien ce  in  her son ’s hap pin ess; 
b u t  y o u  m u st rem em ber t h a t  it  is v ir tu e  and 

n o t th e  h a b it , t h a t  m a k es th e  priest: I f  yo u  
sh o u ld  e v e r  d ish o n o u r t h a t  respected  g a rm en t, 
I im p lore y o u  to  w e a r i t  no longer. I t  w ou ld  

be a  hundred  tim es b e tte r  to  rem ain  a  p oor 
p ea san t, th a n  to  liv e  as a n eg lig en t p riest, fo r­
g e tfu l o f his duties:

“ W h e n  I b ro u g h t y o u  fo rth  in to  th is  w orld , 

I co n secra ted  y o u  to  th e  M o th er o f G od: since 

t h a t  d a y , I  h a v e  used ever}' e ffo rt to  fill y o u r 
h eart w ith  a  ten d e r lo ve  fo r her. F o r  th e  fu tu re  
y o u  m u st belon g e n tire ly  to  o u r h o ly  M other, 

and  if y o u  h a v e  th e  h o n o u r t o  b ecom e a  p riest, 
be th e  A postle  o f M ary.

M argaret w as d e ep ly  m o ve d  as she sa id  th ese  
last w ords, an d  J o h n  w e p t w ith  em otion.

“ M oth er, I  sh a ll n o t fo rg e t y o u r  w ords. I  
sh all treasu re  th e m  a ll m y  life , an d  I a m  g ra te ­
fu l fo r  th e m .”

J o h n  w en t, n e x t d a y , to  C hieri. H e  en tered  
th e  S e m in a ry  an d  in s ix  y e a rs  he fin ished  his 
course of p h ilo so p h y  and  th e o lo g y .

T h e  m o st m em o rable  d a y , th a t  o f th e  o rd in a ­
tio n , to o k  p la ce  on  th e  v ig il  o f  th e  H o ly  T r in ity , 
5 th  of Jun e 18 41.



SA L E S I AN B U L L E T IN

H e  said  liis  F irs t  M ass a t  T u r in  in  th e  C h u rch  
o f S t. F ra n cis  o f  A ssisi, assisted  b y  h is D irecto r 
a n d  frien d  F a th e r  C afasso , m a ste r  o f  C o n fer­
ences on  M oral T h e o lo g y .

H is  n eigh bou rs a t  B e cch i h a d  n o t heard  a 
n ew ly-o rd a in ed  p rie st ’s  M ass fo r a g r e a t  n um ber 
o f  y e a rs , and  th e y  had h o p ed  a ll th e  m ore th ta  
h e  w o u ld  h a v e  said  i t  in  th e ir m id st: b u t he p re ­
ferred  silen ce  and  p eace  on t h a t  first d a y .

O n M o n d ay  he said  h is secon d M ass a t  th e  
Consolata, in  th a n k sg iv in g  fo r all th e  graces 

o b ta in ed  fro m  our L o rd  th ro u g h  th e  in terces iio;i 
•of H is  M oth er. T h u r s d a y  in  th e  sam e w eek 

bein g  th e  F e a s t o f C orpu s C h risti, J o  in  g ra n ted  
th e  w ish  o f his frien d s and  n eigh bo u rs, san g 

M ass a t  C a ste ln u o vo , and  jo in ed  in th e  Solem n 
P rocession  o f th e  B le sse d  S a cra m en t.

T h a t  d a y  th e  P a rish  P riest e n terta in ed  th e  
son, th e  m o th er, and sev era l o f M a rg a ret’ s  re­

la tio n s, a t  his ta b le , as  w e ll as  som e of th e  
p rom in en t p eo p le  o f th e  n eigh bourh ood . T h e  
rejo icin gs w ere  v e r y  gen era l, for J o  m  w as m uch  

lo ved , a n d  a ll th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f C a ste ln u o vo  
w ere d e lig h ted  a t  his happin ess.

In  th e  even in g, w hen  th e  p riest retu rn ed  to  

th e  h u m b le  d w ellin g, w h ere, w hen  he  w as a b o u t 
n ine y e a rs  old, th e  fu tu re  h a d  been  reve a le d  to  
h im  a  p ro p h e tic  d ream , his e y e s  filled w ith  
tears:

“ H o w  go o d  is D iv in e  P ro v id e n c e ”  he cried, 
“ W h o  h a s raised up a p oor ch ild  fro m  such 

low lin ess to  such a  g re a t h eigh t; e ven  to  p lace  
h im  am o n g th e  P rin c e s  of th e  p eo p le  o f G o d .”

H is m o th e r’s  cu p  o f jo y  w a s  fu ll, an d  th a t  

eve n in g , a lon e to g e th er, she said  to  him:

“ B eh o ld , m y  d ear son, y o u  are a p riest. Y o u  
are, in d eed , n ear u n to  G od. B u t, m y  ch ild , 
to  begin  to  s a y  M ass is to  begin  to  suffer. I t  
m a y  n o t p erh ap s be to -m o rrow , b u t it w ill be 

soon, a#id y o u  w ill learn  b y  e xp erien ce  th a t  yo u r 
m o th e r h as to ld  y o u  th e  tru th .

“ E a c h  d a y  I k n o w  y o u  w ill p r a y  for m e 
w h eth e r I  a m  liv in g  o r dead. T h a t  is enough.

D o  n o t h a v e  a n y  a n x ie ty  fo r y o u r  m o th er, b u t 
o n ly  th in k  o f th e  s a lv a tio n  of so u ls.”

T h e  h ig h est C h ristian  p h ilo so p h y  w a s  co n ­
ta in e d  in  th e  w o rd s  of a  sim p le  p ea sa n t, and  
in d eed  sh e  sp o k e  tr u ly . T h e re  is no o th er w a y  
b u t t h a t  o f  C a lv a ry  fo r w h o e v e r a im s a t  s a v in g  
souls. T h e  assu ran ce  w h ich  she had g iv en  her 
son t h a t  sh e  w o u ld  n o t im p ed e  h is lib e rty  in 
a n y  w a y , w as fa ith fu lly  adhered  to.

Joh n  w a s  en ab led  to  retire  to  th e  H o u se  of 
S t. F ra n c is  o f A ssis i in  order to  s tu d y  m oral 
T h e o lo g y  fo r tw o  y e a rs , a fte r  w h ich  he  d e v o te d  

h im self e n tire ly  t o  th e  w ork  of recla im in g and 
sa v in g  ch ild h o od  a n d  y o u th ; n or d id  his m oth er 

e v e r  m u rm u r a t  th e  d istan ce  b etw een  herself 
an d  h er m uch  lo ve d  son.

(To be continued).

T h e  p ra y ers  of th e  C o -o p erato rs  are ask ed  

for th e  repose o f th e  so u ls  o f th e  fo llo w in g  la te ly  

deceased.

M r. M . V . C liacko , o f  C h o w g a t, S o u th  M alab ar. 

In d ia . H e  h a d  been  v e ry  d e v o u t to  th e  M ost 

S a cre d  H e a rt of J esu s a n d  to  O u r L a d y  H e lp  of 

C h ristian s, and a lth o u g h  lo n g d elirious, h e  re­

ga in ed  con sciou sn ess im m e d ia te ly  th e  p riest ca m e 

in to  h is room . H e  rece ived  th e  la s t  S a cra m e n ts  

and  p assed  p e a ce fu lly  a w a y .

M r. R ich ard  S m ith , P e n w o rth am , P resto n . 

E n gla n d .

R e v . C. J . O ’C a llag h a n , B e lv id e re , Illin o is 

U . S . A .

V e r y  R e v . Jam es C an on  R a flice , M u llin a v a tt, 

I  relaud.
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History of the Ven. Don Bosco’s
EARLY APOSTOLATE.

---------------------------

T h e  notice o f readers is called to a volum e recently issued by the Salesian 

Press, Battersea, S. W . A lthough the B ulletin  has now been circulated for 

some sixteen years and has recorded the main events which have m arked the 

developm ent o f Don Bosco’s work, there had been no really authoritative book 

in English, which dealt in any com plete way with the rise and grow th o f this 

w ork on b eh alf o f the young. T h e  present volum e while supplying this need 

goes a good deal further, revealing many o f the wonderful occurrences in the 

life oí the Servant o f G od and filling gaps which were unavoidable in previous lives.

A  recent issue o f the Month says: A  large and handsom ely bound volume 

comes to us from the Salesian Press, Battersea : viz : The History of Don Bosco’s 

Early Apostolate T he life o f the V en erable Founder is a lready familiar to 

Catholic R eaders in this country, but here we have an account written by a 

friend and disciple, who him self lived with the holy man, and witnessed much 

o f what he relates. T h e  story o f the first twenty-five years o f Don Bosco’s 

apostolate is told in much detail, but it will be read with absorbing interest. 

The Archbishop o f W estm inster points out in the Preface the chief lessons of 
the career o f the Ven. Servant o f God.

T h e book is bound in Red Cloth, lettered back and front in gilt, 

with a Photo of the Ven. Don Bosco as a frontispiece.

Orders m ay be directed to the Manager. Salesian Press, B a t­

tersea, S. W .

Single copies, cloth covers, Four Shillings.

Single copies, paper covers, Three Shillings and Sixpence.



S A L E S I A N  S C H O O L S
SURREY HOUSE, SURREY LANE

BATTERSEA, LONDON, S. W.

D IR E C TE D  AND T A U G H T  B Y  T H E  S A L E S IA N  F A T H E R S .

T h e  principal object o f  the School is to provide, at a m oderate charge, 

a good  Com m ercial and classical education. T h e  studies are arranged to g ive  

those boys who m ay have a vocation for the ecclesiastical state the education 
they need. T h e  Curriculum  em braces the usual subjects o f study essential to 
a Com m ercial and C lassical education. T h e  boys are prepared for the E xa­

m inations o f the Civil Service, the Cham ber o f  Com m erce, the London M a­
triculation, and the various branches o f the O xford  L ocal Exam inations. T h e 

H ouse is surrounded by  a large garden and playground, and is situated in a 
most healthy locality, a few minutes w alk from the Park.

F or particulars apply to the Principal. V ery  R ev. C . B. M acey.

T h e  S a lesia n  F a th e rs  have opened, a S ch o o l f o r  boys at th e ir  F a m b o r o u g h  H ouse. A  

course s im ila r  to tha t at the above sch o ol is  g iven . F o r  p a rticu la rs  apply to :

T h e  V ery R ev . J .  Sutherlan d,

S a lesia n  School, Q u e en ’s  R o a d

F a m b o ro u g h , H a n ts.
------------------------------> ^ ^ « 0 4 -----------------------------

A  preparatory  sch o ol f o r  litt le  boys, a n d  C onvent S ch o o l fo r  g ir ls  is  conducted by the  

N u n s  o f  M a i y  H elp  o f  C hristia n s. A p p ly  to :

T h e  R e v . M o ther

E a stw o rth  H o u se , E a stw o rth  S t.

C h e r t s e y , S u r r e y .


